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What a couple of months it’s 
been. Not only have we 
held the biggest events  

on our calendar but we also appointed 
a new chief executive officer.

I am very proud to welcome Corene 
Strauss to Men of League. Corene 
joins us from Legacy, where her 
experience in the not-for-profit 
sector made her the standout 
candidate for the position. 

She also has family ties to the game 
– her brother Jacey was co-founder 
and foundation chairman of the 
South African Rugby League, while 
her cousin Tiaan played two seasons 
with the Cronulla Sharks in 1996-97.

I wish her the very best in her new 
role and look forward to working 
with her to build on the great work 
we have already done. Much of that 
work was in evidence at the Gala 
Dinner in Sydney and the Annual 
Lunch in Brisbane.

It was, in particular, gratifying to 
be part of the 50th celebrations of 
the 1963 grand final. We also had 
the honour to officially unveil the 
newly re-named Provan-Summons 
Premiership Trophy. It is fitting 
that these two celebrated players 

should be forever tied to the highest 
aspirations of our game. My thanks 
to all those who worked so hard to 
make both events so special and to 
all those individuals and businesses 
who gave so generously.

I would also like to extend my 
sincere thanks to Jaycar and 
managing director Gary Johnston 
for their sponsorship of Men of 
League. As renowned supporters 
of rugby league, we are grateful 
to have such committed partners. 
Thanks also to Shelley Hancock, 
Member for the South Coast, for 
staging a memorable function at 
NSW Parliament House in October, 
and to Ben Ikin for his MC duties 
on the night. It was an honour to 
have Premier Barry O’Farrell as 
the special guest, as he is a great 
supporter of our organisation.

Lastly but certainly not least, it 
was great to see one of our first 
volunteers recognised for his hard 
work and dedication when Peter 
Simons was bestowed with life 
membership. Peter’ s commitment 
embodies the spirit of what Men of 
League is all about – giving back to 
support the less fortunate. 

Ron Coote, AM
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Danny Buderus, as popular as any NRL player 
of the past two decades, knew a long time 
back that not everyone gets a fairy tale ending 

to their career. That’s why he has accepted that 
traumatic last vision of him being escorted off Allianz 
Stadium on a neck brace on the medicab, his wife Kris 
heading up the tunnel to greet him, as simply reflective 
of the vagaries of professional rugby league and how 
he approached his role.

“I have no complaints about going out like that; it 
shows the way I played the game I suppose,” he said 
of his departure 17 and a half minutes into Newcastle’s 
lost preliminary final against premiers Sydney 
Roosters. “It’s a game of inches sometimes; those 
things happen.”

Typically for the 35-year-old who I can genuinely 
describe as the best bloke I have met among players 
of the NRL era (post-1998), he was more thankful that 
he was able to play well into September in his second 
‘farewell’ season with the Knights, the club he made 
his first grade debut for way back 1997.

When Buderus left for England at the end of the 2008 
season, his goodbye to the Newcastle faithful was 
restricted to a lap of honour before his side’s last 
home game when he had his right arm in plaster after 
surgery on a torn bicep suffered in the third last round. 
The year before he was suspended for a spear tackle 
on Manly’s Michael Robertson in what he believed 
would be his last finals appearance.

When he returned unexpectedly to the NRL at age 33 
after three seasons with Leeds where he won a grand 
final and visited Wembley twice for the Challenge Cup 
final (losing both), he felt blessed that he could return 
to make amends at the place he loved and now  
calls home.

“I saw it as a blessing I could finish my career in 
Newcastle and going out like I did doesn’t detract 
from that,” he said. “The last two years have been 
highly enjoyable and I am really proud and honoured 
to have played deep into September; it was quite an 
experience to end my career with.

“Warming up in front of the crowd – with 60-odd buses 
of fans coming down the F3 - was just awesome;  
a great memory of my last game I will take away  
with me.

“That whole September feeling was great for the town, 
and it placed some belief in the fans with where their 
club is going. That was really pleasing thing - to see 
that the town has bought back into the team and have 
high expectations now.”

Months earlier Buderus thought he was going to bow 
out prematurely for a second time when a relapse of 
a back injury that needed off-season surgery flared up 

THE KNIGHT OTHERS 
WANTED TO PLAY WITH

Danny Buderus, a player of good old-fashioned values, is ready for 
retirement after a career that earned him a Dally M Medal, Blues’ Origin 

records for most successive appearances (21) and games as captain (15) 
plus the Newcastle appearance record (257 games) …  

an enormous respect. BY NEIL CADIGAN

Danny Buderus in a rare pose – as a NSW captain holding aloft 
the Origin trophy, in 2005.
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and left him unable to sit for more than a few minutes 
without severe pain. Further surgery, on the L5 
vertebrae, saw him return 10 weeks later. The Knights 
were a far better side after he did.

”It was just so painful and the last thing I thought about 
was footy,” Buderus grimaced. “I was bed-ridden and 
didn’t think I could pull on a shoe let alone a football 
boot. My physio Phil Coles was sensational and was 
supremely confident everything would be fine. He said 
don’t retire, you’ll be fine.”

Buderus, who courage was far larger than his 89kg 
body, was always going to be bashed around the 
way he defended with such vigour. So it’s no surprise 
his medical sheet is extensive: broken legs in 1995 
as a schoolboy and 2009 while in England, shoulder 
reconstruction in 1998, wrist operation in 2002, major 
surgery on his foot in 2004, tendonitis of his Achilles 
which saw him unable to walk when he got out of bed 
most mornings but rarely stopped him playing, four 
elbow operations, the two major back operations and, 
he estimates, 30 scars from cuts that needed stitching. 

Yet he is confident he has no ailments that will restrict 
him in his footy after-life which will begin with a role 
at the Knights mentoring youngsters in their high 
performance unit and a corporate role under his former 
Australian Schoolboys teammate and great mate 
Matthew Gidley who happens to be the Knights CEO.

To think that Buderus remains the last Blues skipper 
to lead his side to Origin glory, in 2005, and that one 
of his great mates and fellow NSW skipper Kurt Gidley 
is now 31 and after 13 seasons of first grade and five 
interstate series, has never touched the Origin trophy 
or run out in a grand final, only makes Buderus savour 
more the rewards league has given him … and the 
second chance he was provided. 

What satisfies him the most? “I’m very proud of coming 
back from England and being able to contribute to 
the Knights. The legacy I wanted to leave could have 
been blown apart if I was injured and didn’t play well 
enough. Of course there’s the rep stuff, captaining 
NSW for all that time and to win an Origin series, to 
play for my country – I’m so grateful for all those things 
too.”

How does he want to be remembered? His answer 
typifies his humble but determined nature and the 
culture of the Knights he wants to continue to nurture. 
“I want to be remembered as the player everyone 
wanted to play; with that’ll do me. That’s our motto at 
Newcastle. I tried to live that most days at training and 
hopefully bring that to the games.” 

Indeed he did, for a club record 257 times for 
Newcastle and 82 times for Leeds. And no one in 
rugby league has earned more respect by how he 
achieved his goals.

In action this year against the Bulldogs. Photos: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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NEW SOUTH WALES

CANBERRA MONARO 
President: Noel Bissett 0407 597 533
Secretary: Peter Elliot 0419 426 200

CENTRAL COAST  
President: Don Parish 0414 353 141
Secretary: Trevor Andrews 0412 694 857

CENTRAL WEST  
President: John Lasker 02 6852 2477
Secretary: Norm Cook 0458 658 827
 
FAR SOUTH COAST 
President: Terry Dickson 0429 449 058
Secretary: Damian Kennedy 0417 069 723

ILLAWARRA 
President: Peter Fitzgerald 0412 263 733
Secretary: Barry Harle 02 4229 1545

MACARTHUR/STH HIGHLANDS  
President: Ron McEntee 0448 118 789 
Secretary: Stephen Hazelton 0450 010 770   
 
MID NORTH COAST  
President: Brian Atherton 0427 523 818
Secretary: Kevin Rayment 0427 533 644

MID WEST  
President: Badger Babbage 0428 164 398
Secretary: Elwyn Lang 0429 721 266

NEWCASTLE HUNTER  
President: Garry Leo 0400 421 767
Secretary: Ross Gigg 0409 154 233

NORTH COAST  
President: Peter Barrett 0414 227 068
Secretary: Terry Clark 

NORTH WEST  
President: Don Pascoe 02 6742 1560
Secretary: Kevin Robinson 02 6760 5067

NORTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Neil Whittaker 0412 488 037
Secretary: Denis Bendall 0435 057 477

NORTHERN RIVERS  
Patron: Bob Abbott AM 
Secretary: Tony Cicchinelli 02 6621 3096
Media Officer: Barry Cheadle 02 6686 2977

NSW POLICE 
Patron: Andrew Scipione 
President: Dennis Clifford 0411 266 610

RIVERINA 
President: Dave Mulrooney 0438 017 428
Secretary: Ian Lloyd 0457 850 384

SOUTH COAST  
President: David Hayward 0405 102 361
Secretary: Matt Adams 0421 274 155

SOUTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Terry Hughes 0447 488 052
Secretary: Grahame Bowen 0400 355 500

SYDNEY METRO  
President: Henry Morris 0418 115 706
Secretary: Seamus O'Connell 0411 126 060

TWEED DISTRICT  
President: John Strong 0421 971 586

UPPER HUNTER  
President: Peter Ford 0421 805 235 
Vice President: Peter Collins 0419 763 279 

WESTERN REGION  
Secretary: Ross Tighe 02 6882 4649
Vice President: Bryson Luff 0438 058 563

WESTERN SYDNEY  
President: Steve Winbank 
Secretary: Garry O'Donnell 0418 699 257

TUGGERAH LAKES  
President: Denis Smith 
Secretary: Rod Wicks

QLD AND AFFILIATED STATES

BRISBANE  
President: Ron Atkins 07 3355 7271
Secretary: Vance Rennie 07 3350 6436

BUNDABERG DISTRICT  
President: Terry Dodd 0414 526 828
Secretary: Chris Sullivan 0407 425 563

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
President: Andrew Lawrence 0448 813 666
Secretary: Mick Roach 0400 638 249

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND  
President: Paul Fowler 0407 640 533
Secretary: John McAllister 0411 752 391

FRASER COAST 
President: Peter Stephensen 07 4122 2868
Secretary: Bob Wicks 0419 722 746

GLADSTONE  
President: Mark Graham 0431 709 476
Secretary: Chris Anderson 0404 543 216

GOLD COAST  
President: Ian Amos 0417 005 180
Secretary: Mick Toomey 0422 870 025

GOONDIWINDI 
President: Trevor Brown 07 4671 2882
Secretary: Col Trehearn 0427 712 679

GYMPIE  
President: Ross Groundwater 0408 825 466
Secretary: Fiona Calvert 0423 269 568

MACKAY 
President: Owen Cunningham 0407 916 657  
 
ROCKHAMPTON  
President: Kev Yewdale 0439 546 557
Secretary: Karen Chapman 0439 546 557

ROMA   
President: Owen Lingard 0400 496 507
Secretary: Julie Walton 0437 721 527      

SOUTHERN DIVISION   
President: Andrew O’Brien 0417 748 489
Secretary: John Dent 0400 046 214

SUNSHINE COAST  
President: Bob Hagan 0419 252 092
Secretary: Ross Meldrum 0418 500 928

TOWNSVILLE  
President: Tim Nugent 0419 730 700
Secretary: Terry Feeney 0488 000 899

MELBOURNE  
President: Peter Foreman 0428 183 353
Secretary: Greg Brentnall 03 8412 4905

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
President: Dave Cannon 0428 895 211
Secretary: John Barry 0417 732 660

WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
President: James Sullivan 0414 733 083
Secretary: Justin Reid 0488 906 665

QLD STATE COMMITTEE
CEO: Steve Calder
President: Darryl Van de Velde
Committee: Ken Brown, Ben Ikin,  
Anthony Joseph, Mark Mackay, Mark Murray, 
Peter Psaltis, Justin Ribot, Wayne Roberts,  
Greg Veivers, Angelo Venardos, Tony Woodgate

YOUR MEN OF LEAGUE LOCAL CONTACTS
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Men of League Foundation’s new CEO Corene 
Strauss brings a proven record in the not-for-
profit sector as well as a rich rugby league 

pedigree to the role as head of the organisation.

Strauss will join the Foundation on November 27 after 
great success serving Legacy, where she oversaw 
exceptional growth during her seven-year tenure as 
national marketing manager. She built partnerships 
with high profile brands including VB, Telstra, 
Commonwealth Bank, Woolworths, the Invocare  
group and Defence Housing Australia.

If league fans are wondering where they have heard 
Corene’s surname it may be because her cousin Tiaan 
Strauss, a Springbok Test captain, played two seasons 
with the Cronulla Sharks in 1996-97 before becoming 
a dual-nation rugby international with the Wallabies. 
Her brother Jacey was co-founder and inaugural 
chairman of the SARL in the early 1990s and remains 
on the board today.

Corene said she was looking forward to the opportunity 
to combine her love of rugby league with her passion 
for community work.

“Having grown up surrounded by sports fanatics, I love 
watching rugby league and appreciate the historical 
significance of the game and its proud place in 
Australian culture,” she said.

“After my time with Legacy, I believe my experience 
can help build Men of League’s capacity to assist 
those in need in the rugby league community.  

I particularly look forward to working with the NRL  
to forge greater ties and build awareness of this  
great organisation.”

Men of League president Ron Coote said Strauss 
was the standout candidate for the role due to her 
extensive experience in not-for-profit management, 
marketing and fundraising.

“Her combination of business and marketing acumen 
coupled with her experience in the not-for-profit sector, 
especially with such a huge volunteer network was 
unrivalled,” he said.

“Under Corene’s leadership, the Men of League 
Foundation can move forward into a new era with 
great confidence and we look forward to a sustainable 
future for the organisation.” 

NRL CEO Dave Smith said the appointment would 
ensure the Foundation continues to develop in its 
charitable goals.

“The Men of League play a vital role in the game. We 
have worked closely with them over the last year and 
it is clear that the appointment of a CEO of Corene’s 
experience is an opportunity to take the organisation 
to a new level and to help even more people in need,” 
Smith said.

Legacy Australia chairman Charles Wright said: 
“Men of League have gained an outstanding, 
dedicated leader with significant experience building 
communities, reputation and funds."

FOUNDATION ENTERS NEW 
ERA UNDER CEO CORENE
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The 12th annual Men of League gala dinner at 
Star Casino in Sydney was yet again one of 
the great nights of the rugby league calendar 

with the room full of more than 530 people and an 
enormous amount of respect, emotion and gratitude.

The highlight of the night was undoubtedly the 
presence of Norm Provan and Arthur Summons, who 
have had the NRL premiership trophy – previously 
The Telstra Cup – named after them, and many of 
the players from the 1963 grand final from which the 
immortalised ‘Gladiators’ image was created.

John O’Gready’s photograph of the two muddied 
heroes embracing after the final whistle has taken on 
an iconic place as an everlasting symbol of the spirit 
of rugby league. To have the trophy that bore their 
bodies since 1982 but not their names, rebranded 
in their honour, was a gesture that overwhelmed 
Dragons ’63 skipper Provan and Western Suburbs 
leader Summons on the 50th anniversary of the epic 
grand final.

“I just hope we get the halos that we are required to 
have to hold such a position Telstra have stood down 
from,” quipped ‘Sticks’ Provan. “I would like to thank 
them for their action as this wouldn’t be possible for 
Arthur and I without that.” 

Summons added: “It is probably the greatest honour 
old footballers can get – to have the premiership 
trophy named after you. 

“I am extremely honoured and I’m sure Norm is as 
well. A lot of thanks should be going to John O'Gready 
who is not with us to share this moment. Without 
him taking that photo Norm and I would have been 
forgotten long ago. He was a wonderful photographer 
and a wonderful man.”

The theme of the night was ‘History Embraced 
Forever, Remembering the 1963 Grand Final’. 
Attending participants in the grand final on a Sydney 
Cricket Ground mudheap were Provan, Johnny King, 
Eddie Lumsden, John Raper, George Evans, Graeme 
Langlands, Kevin Ryan and Bruce Pollard (St George) 
and Summons, Don Malone, John ‘Chow’ Hayes, Don 
Parish and Noel Kelly (Wests).

Veteran rugby league broadcaster Ray Warren and 
Balmain Tigers’ patriarch Keith Barnes were Men of 
League’s annual honourees.

Warren, from the NSW country town of Junee that also 
produced Laurie Daley, first came to recognition as a 
race caller but began his league commentating career 
on Channel 10’s Amco Cup in 1974. After joining 

AN ARENA OF GLADIATORS
It has been the night of nights for the Men of League Foundation since 2002 
and there have been some special themes – the Greatest Kangaroos, Great 

Grand Final Captains, the honouring of Clive Churchill Medal winners.  
In 2013 the Gladiators took centre stage.

Honourees Ray Warren (left) and Keith Barnes (right) with Foundation president Ron Coote.
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ANNUAL FEE LAST CALL

YOU CAN PAY YOUR ANNUAL FEE BY ANY OF THE FOLLOWING METHODS:

INTERNET  Go to www.menofleague.com and visit the membership option.

CREDIT CARD  Call Men of League head office on (02) 8765 2232.

DIRECT DEPOSIT  BSB: 032000; Account: 389673. Account name: Men of League Foundation Ltd. Reference (make 
sure this is included): Your name and membership number.

MAIL  Send a cheque along with your name, membership number, email address, mobile phone number 
and DOB to Men of League, PO Box 7049, Silverwater, NSW, 2128.

If you wish to continue to receive the magazine in the post, this is your last chance to pay the 
annual subscription fee of $10.

You can elect to not pay the fee and not receive the magazine. However you need to ensure 
Foundation has your current email and contact details. You can email this to: admin@
menofleague.com or go to the website and click on MEMBERSHIP. 

Alternatively, you may be able to arrange to pick up a copy from your local committee. Make 
contact to discuss.

Channel 9 in 1989 he is still calling at age 70 and is 
regarded as ‘the voice of rugby league’.

Barnes is the Welshman who became an international 
goalkicking fullback, the Tigers’ football and leagues 
club boss and for many years a TV commentator 
beside Warren in the Amco Cup days of the 
1970s-80s.

Annette Roberts, wife of former grand final, Test and 
State of Origin referee Kevin ‘Bilko’ Roberts, moved the 
audience when she spoke of the support they'd received 
during Kevin’s struggles with Alzheimer's Disease. 

“With all the controversy that’s surrounding rugby 
league it seems to be going unnoticed the wonderful 

work that the Men of League are doing,” she said. 
”Thank you so much to the Men of League for 
acknowledging Kevin tonight. A special thanks for all 
the kindness, help and support they have shown to both 
Kevin and myself, we are extremely grateful.”

Another feature of the evening was the honouring of 
the 23 players retiring from the NRL with Nathan Fien, 
Joe Galuvao, Matt King, Steve Turner and Michael 
Henderson receiving gold embossed boots from the 
Foundation.

Life membership was bestowed upon Foundation 
driving force Peter Simons. Peter has been a long-
serving director on the national board and has been 
involved with the Foundation from its early days, 
initially filling the role of operations officer on a 
pro-bono basis, then later as a volunteer secretary-
treasurer.

In accepting the award from Foundation vice-president 
Jim Hall, Simons spent time thanking a number of 
great supporters of the Men of League and the many 
volunteers who are crucial across the network of local 
committees. Simons joined 2012 inductees Ron Coote 
AM and Jim Hall as life members.

Among those present were National Rugby League 
CEO Dave Smith, Australian Rugby League 
chairman John Grant and fellow commissioners 
Jeremy Sutcliffe, Ian Elliott and Cathy Harris and 
Toby Dewar, Telstra’s general manager of media, 
sponsorships and awards.

Provan (left) and Summons 
and ‘their’ trophy. Life member Peter Simons.
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THE SUMMONS FILE
Rugby Union international: 10 Tests 1956-59
Western Suburbs: 60 games 1960-64 (grand 
finals 1961-63)
Tests: 9 (1961-64) 
NSW: 7 games (1961-63)
Wagga Wagga Magpies: 1965-69 (captain-coach)

He is the man of the moment, with the 
premiership trophy renamed in his and Norm 
Provan’s honour and the 1963-64 Kangaroos 

he captained being declared by our panel as the 
greatest Australian touring squad (see p12). So we 
thought we’d ask Arthur Summons to nominate his 
greatest 17 from the players he has seen play.

And Summons has come up with an interesting mix 
– four current players in Greg Inglis, Cooper Cronk, 
Cameron Smith and Robbie Farah and eight players 
from his era of the 1960s. He has gone for Darren 
Lockyer at five-eighth in place of Wally Lewis, and left 
two other Immortals - Andrew Johns and Bob Fulton.

“When I try to pick a legends team, the first problem is 
that there are really two separate games to consider,” 
Summons said. “The game I played, with unlimited 
tackles, real scrums and a bit of biff, is a very different 
game to that of today, with its computerised strategies, 
halfback hookers, and structured organisation to cope 
with the six-tackle rule. If I choose for the different 
eras, I choose very different teams.

“But if I compare each player against his own era, I get 
some sense not only of the greatness of rugby league 
over time, but of the real standouts who have risen 
above their peers.

“If we start from fullback, I’ll make clear I didn’t see 
much of Clive Churchill, so I didn’t consider him. Sheer 
strength puts Ken Thornett ahead of Billy Slater.

“Sticking Graeme Langlands on the wing is an 
expedient to best use of resources, but he was a 
genius who could play anywhere and you can’t leave 
him out. Greg Inglis argues his own case.

“Mal Meninga was as strong as an ox at centre and 
hugely reliable, and I can only imagine the partnership 
he might have provided with the peerless Reg Gasnier 
had their careers coincided.

“Darren Lockyer had an amazing ability to command  
a game at five-eighth, and he gets the nod by the 
merest whisker from the great Wally Lewis. Brad 
Fittler was in there too, and when you consider Bob 
Fulton as well, it is a position that has produced some 
extraordinary players.

ARTHUR SUMMONS GREATEST TEAM
Fullback: Ken Thornett
Wingers: Graeme Langlands, Greg Inglis
Centres: Reg Gasnier, Mal Meninga
Halves: Darren Lockyer, Cooper Cronk
Lock: John Raper
Second-rowers: Norm Provan, Ron Coote
Props: Arthur Beetson, Noel Kelly
Hooker: Cameron Smith
Reserve forwards: Shane Webcke, Robbie Farah
Reserve backs: Wally Lewis, Johnathon Thurston

“Cooper Cronk is my halfback because of the breadth 
of his game and the total control he seems to muster 
in the modern era that calls for so many different skills. 
Johnathan Thurston is not far behind and I prefer both 
of them to Andrew Johns for their consistency.

“The forwards tend to go back a bit. Norm Provan was 
a standout in the second row, as was Johnny Raper 
at lock. Provan was strong and gave me repeated 
nightmares. Raper has never been matched for the 
energy and effectiveness in both attack and defence. 
Ron Coote is my other second-rower for the brilliance 
of his defence and the pace he brought to every pack. 

“In the front row, Arthur Beetson is automatic as one 
of the great ball-players of all-time. I would partner him 
with Noel Kelly, adding a starch to the forward pack 
that Kelly’s toughness always gave us back in my day.

“At hooker I’ll yield to the modern game, where 
Cameron Smith is simply wonderful: controlling and 
orchestrating from dummy half with a precision that is 
the driver for every team in which he plays.”

MY GREATEST TEAM
ARTHUR SUMMONS
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PITCH PERFECT

Hi Jess, you’re well known as a passionate rugby 
league fan. Which team do you support?  
The North Queensland Cowboys.

Who is your favourite player? It’s really hard to pick 
just one player. My top three are: Matty B (Cowboys 
fullback Matt Bowen), Greg Inglis and Johnathon 
Thurston.

Did you inherit your love of rugby league from your 
family? Definitely, NRL was always on the TV at home 
growing up.

You’re from Darwin originally – so do you go for the 
Blues or Maroons? I’m a massive Maroons fan!

You performed at the grand final in October – your 
second appearance at the big one. As a rugby 
league fan that must have been hugely exciting for 
you. Do you get nervous or were you able to enjoy 
it? It was spectacular; I was a massive fan of the game 
that night. There’s nothing like an NRL grand 
final crowd, the energy they have is awesome 
and it really helped the performance.

From TV talent shows to singing at the grand final (twice), Aussie pop 
star Jessica Mauboy is an NRL ambassador – and wears her rugby league 

colours with pride.

Your song for the 2013 NRL TV commercial was a bit 
of a departure from the usual rock song – how did 
you get involved and how proud were you?  
Knowing I was following in the footsteps of such  
legends like Tina Turner, Jimmy Barnes and Bon Jovi  
I felt honoured and a bit of pressure but proud that they 
enjoyed my version of the song.

Are you enjoying your role as an ambassador for the 
NRL’s Women in League program?  
The program encourages and supports women who 
play and follow rugby league. The response has been 
awesome; the movement has been really effective and 
is only getting better.

Your other involvement is as an ambassador for 
Gold Coast’s Titans 4 Tomorrow program for 
indigenous youth. How have you enjoyed the 
chance to be a role model and work directly with 
Indigenous youth? Being a role model for the program 

has been a pleasure. To be able to work with such 
amazing kids and to watch them grow, 

they have so much drive and passion, 
I’m so lucky to be working with them!
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Long before the end, the challenge of selecting 
the greatest Kangaroo team developed into 
a battle that looked like it might need the 

equivalent of golden-point time to settle the issue. 
Ultimately the last votes revealed a photo-finish winner: 
a brilliant team from 50 years ago laced with legends. 

The task handed by Men of League magazine editor 
Neil Cadigan to 20 media authorities and historians 
of the Australian game produced an epic tussle 
between two great sides. The Great Quest: to select 
the outstanding Kangaroo touring team to Britain of the 
game’s 105 seasons, 1908-2013 (with both tours and 
World Cup campaigns considered).

It was, of course, nigh impossible to line-up the deeds 
of the teams of league history against those of the 
more recent times. None of the judges had seen any 
of the touring teams 1908-09 to 1963-64 and only 
one, Alan Clarkson, had first-hand experience of the 

Ashes–winning 'Bowler Hat' team of 1967-68. The rest 
of us linked up in the seasons that followed – but all 
had studied the wonderful stories of the tours.

At the line just three votes separated two teams (judges 
were asked to poll 5-4-3-2-1): the Arthur Summons’ 
captain-coached Roos of 1963-64 (83 votes) and 
the Frank Stanton-coached, Max Krilich-captained 
champions of 1982 (80 votes). Both created history. 
The first was never afforded a name to honour their 
achievement; the second became 'The Invincibles' after 
their 22 victories to nil rampage through England and 
France (23-nil if you count the PNG Test en route).

Behind them, filling the top four spots, came two 
other teams of astonishing achievement: The 1986 
'Unbeatables' (34 votes) who paralleled the faultless 
track of the ’82 side, and the amazing 1911-12 
Australasian team (28 votes), who lost only five of 35 
games, were the only side to win the Ashes on British 

While the current Kangaroos are in Britain trying to win back the World 
Cup, we thought it appropriate to pose, to a panel of experts, the age-old 
question – which is the greatest Australian squad side of all-time. We came 
up with a 50th anniversary gift for the 1963-64 tourists. BY IAN HEADS

THE GREATEST KANGAROOS

Barry Muir is wrong-footed in the match against Huddersfield.
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soil for for more than 50 years, and for more than 70 
years were the only team to navigate an Ashes Test 
series unbeaten (two wins and a draw) in Britain.

In assessing the truncated modern campaigns in 
comparison with earlier tours, the judges rated the 
2009 side (13 votes) just ahead of 1990.

The talking points that emerged could fill many pages 
of this journal. At the top of the list, the narrow margin 
between the teams of '63 and '82 will surely trigger 
continuing robust debate along varying lines, such as:

• That the Aussies' 50-12 win in the second Test at 
Swinton in November 1963, clinching the first Ashes 
series win in half a century, exists under a cloud for 
all its magnificence. Three of Britain’s forward aces – 
Dick Huddart, Derek ‘Rocky’ Turner and Brian Edgar 
– were unavailable, five-eighth Frank Myler missed 
an hour of the match with a rib injury, and centre and 
captain Eric Ashton was off for all the second half, 
leaving the Brits with 11 men.

• Great Britain also played a man down (David Bolton) 
for 62 minutes in the first Test (Australia won 28-
2). The British were still a powerful league nation 
then, having cleaned up Australia in the '62 series. 
Consider this too: years later five members of the 
Kangaroos of ’63 made the Team of the Century: Reg 
Gasnier, John Raper, Noel Kelly, Graeme Langlands 
and Ken Irvine. (Note: 1982’s squad provided two 
players in Wally Lewis and Mal Meninga).

• The argument put forward in assessing the '82 team 
is that that the Aussies struck GB at the lowest ebb 
in their history after a 1979 whitewash here, and 
with Australian rugby league reaching stratospheric 
heights in the march to professionalism, opening up 
a vast gap between the nations. Arguably only the 
stoic halfback veteran and captain Steve Nash would 
rate among the greats from the British teams who 
shaped up against the Aussies in ’82.

The bottom line is that for both teams it was mission 
accomplished. The sides of 1963-64 and 1982 beat 
what was in front of them spectacularly.

There is still more to consider – notably the 
comparative strength of the northern hemisphere 
game, tour to tour...

• The views of Ray Chesterton, Graham Lowe, Roger 
Millward and Wally Lewis that the unbeaten '86 
team was better than '82. Bob McCarthy thought '82 
better because of a superior pack and England’s Eric 
Ashton threw in his thoughts with a rating of the '90 
team as being equal with '86.

• The ill-fortune of the outstanding teams of 1929 and 
1959. In ’29 the most famous disallowed try in Test 
history (to Chimpy Bush) cost Australia the Ashes. 
In 1959 winger Brian Carlson hit the post with a kick 
from almost in front. Australia lost that second Test 
11-10. Victory would have given them the Ashes.

• Recall of the World Cup team of 1970, which had 
taken a beating from the British, bouncing back in  
the final to win one of the fiercest games ever played, 
'The Battle of Leeds'.

• The record of the 1952-53 team who won more 
games than any other touring side (33) and scored 
more points (1117 against 373) but who couldn’t nail  
it in the Tests – and lost England and France.

The contest has begun a process that will surely 
continue – the greatest players, greatest matches.  
So, blow that whistle ref … let the discourse begin!

JUDGES: Media: Ray Hadley, Ian Heads, Graeme 
Hughes, David Morrow, Gary Lester, Neil Cadigan, Ray 
Chesterton, Alan Clarkson, Barry Dick, Tony Durkin, Paul 
Malone, John McCoy, Geoff Prenter, Steve Ricketts, 
Barry Ross, Norm Tasker. Historians: David Middleton, 
Geoff Armstrong, Sean Fagan, Ian Collis.

THE TOP TOURISTS

1. 1963-64 – Arthur Summons captain 
2. 1982 – Max Krilich  
3. 1986 – Wally Lewis 
4. 1911-12 – Chris McKivat 
5. 1973 – Graeme Langlands 
6. 2009 – Darren Locker 
7. 1990 – Mal Meninga 
8. (equal) 1959 (Clive Churchill), 1970 World Cup   
(Ron Coote), 1994 (Mal Meninga), 1967 (Reg Gasnier)Noel Kelly dives over the line in the record-making second Test.
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1982 KANGAROOS (pictured above) 
Max Krilich (capt), Chris Anderson, Kerry Boustead, Les 
Boyd, Greg Brentnall, Ray Brown, Greg Conescu, Steve 
Ella, Eric Grothe, Rohan Hancock, Brett Kenny, Wally Lewis, 
Paul McCabe, Don McKinnon, Mal Meninga, Gene Miles, 
Rod Morris, Steve Mortimer, John Muggleton, Mark Murray, 
Wayne Pearce, Ray Price, John Ribot, Rod Reddy, Steve 
Rogers, Ian Schubert, Peter Sterling, Craig Young.

TEAM OF THE CENTURY 
Lewis, Meninga.
TOP 100 PLAYERS (11) 
Boustead, Grothe, Kenny, Lewis, Meninga, Miles, Mortimer, 
Pearce, Price, Rogers, Sterling.

1963-64 KANGAROOS 
Arthur Summons (capt), John Cleary, Michael Cleary, Ken 
Day, Peter Dimond, Peter Gallagher, Reg Gasnier, Johnny 
Gleeson, Brian Hambly, Earl Harrison, Ken Irvine, Les Johns, 
Noel Kelly, Graeme Langlands, Jimmy Lisle, Barry Muir, 
Johnny Raper, Paul Quinn, Barry Rushworth, Kevin Ryan, 
Kevin Smyth, Frank Stanton, Dick Thornett, Ken Thornett, 
Ian Walsh, George Wilson. 

TEAM OF THE CENTURY 
Gasnier, Irvine, Kelly, Langlands, Raper.
TOP 100 PLAYERS (10) 
Gasnier, Hambly, Johns, Kelly, Langlands, Muir, Raper, 
Summons, Thornett, Walsh.

Former Men of League CEO and current board member Martin Cook

MOST OF US INSURE OUR 
CARS AND HOUSES 

BUT DO YOU PROTECT YOUR MOST 
VALUABLE ASSETS?

YOUR FAMILY
YOUR LIFESTYLE

YOUR LIVELIHOOD 

CALL MARTIN COOK NOW 
FOR AN OVER THE PHONE CONSULTATION

02 6884 2355  |  www.garvanfp.com.au

Wealth Creation    Tax Reduction    Retirement Planning    Financial Security    Life Insurance    Superannuation
Authorised Representatives, GWM Adviser Services Limited T/- Garvan Financial Planning, Australian Financial Services Licensee no: 230692.
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FOR THE RECORD 
Position: Centre/lock. 
Origins: 1 for Queensland 1994 
NRL games: 79 games 
(Gold Coast, North Queensland 1993-96) 
UK Super League: 192 games  
(Castleford, Leeds, Wakefield 1997-2003).

You played one Origin match for Qld in 1994; a side 
captained by Mal Meninga and coached by Wally 
Lewis (beaten 14-0). What are your memories?  
I was called into that side late for Origin 2. Seagulls 
CEO Don Furner (snr) mentioned I could be on standby 
if Kevin Walters or Steve Renouf pulled out. When Ross 
Livermore told me I was jumping about like a mad man. 
I hugged my flatmate Leigh Groves and rang Mum and 
Dad and my mates. It was a moment I will never forget. 

I had to pinch myself several times to see all these 
legends in camp. Blokes like Alf (Allan Langer), Gary 
Larson, Julian O’Neill and Mick Hancock were great 
and having Choppy and Wally there helped. The game 
was a blur. I didn’t get much time but it was the greatest 
experience of my footballing career.

You signed as a pioneering Cowboys but it was 
not an ideal debut, sent off after five minutes in 
their first match in the NRL. It was great being part 
of a new club in a country area and I wanted to be 
there forever. We laid turf on the hills of the stadium, 
one of the players – Paul Galea – was a brickie and 
built the gym; it wouldn’t happen today. The build-up to 
the first game and the atmosphere was unbelievable. 

I drove up with my body into Canterbury’s Matt Ryan 
and hit him with my shoulder but Tim Mander sent me 
off for a swinging arm. I was devastated; I’d never even 
been sin-binned. Bulldogs’ Jason Smith got sent off 
18 minutes later, so it was an eventful first game (the 
Bulldogs won 32-16). 

In ‘99 you became only the second Australian (after 
Gavin Miller in 1986) to win the Man of Steel award, 
Britain’s Dally M. This was after Tim Sheens said you 
weren’t good enough for his Cowboys side of 1997.  

The season was good, not only for me but the club  
– we had Aaron Raper, Mick Eagar, Dale Fritz and 
James Pickering who’d come over from Australia. 

We made the semis of the Challenge Cup only to lose 
in the final minutes to London, and made the Super 
League semis in fifth spot and everyone wrote us 
off. We knocked off Wigan, went to Headingley and 
beat Leeds in Graham Murray’s last game as coach 
there. The following week we had to play St Helens at 
Knowsley Road to make the grand final but it was one 
hurdle too far. 

I was invited to the awards and didn’t give myself any 
chance of winning and was relaxing with a few beers. 
I was shocked when they called my name out. Tim 
Sheens said when he didn’t want me that I wasn’t big 
enough, wasn’t strong enough, wasn’t quick enough 
and had limited ability but what he forgot was that I had 
heart and a desire to win and I duly thanked him for 
offloading me when accepting the award. 

You returned to play Queensland Cup in 2004-05 
before retiring at age 34. Take us through your life 
since. I retired in ‘05 and took up the assistant coach role 
of the Burleigh Bears Queensland Cup side before being 
selected to take over as CEO in 2006. It was a steep 
learning curve but I enjoyed it and learnt a lot about the 
administration side of things as well the politics. 

I ended up playing in the Gold Coast competition and 
we won the A Grade grand final. In 2010 I left the 
Bears to start work with AUSCOAL Superannuation. 
I have also done some radio with ABC and sideline 
commentary with Channel 9 on the Intrust Super Cup, 
some coaching with QLD 16s and 18s and I will be 
assistant coach with the QLD Residents in 2014.

AFTER THE SIREN
Men of League talk to familiar footy 
names about now … and then.

ADRIAN VOWLES

Adrian Volwes in action for Gold Coast in 1993.  
Photo: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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Sitting in the mostly empty grandstands at 
London's Wembley Stadium on a cold autumn 
night in 1963 was Irish rugby union great Mike 

Gibson, watching his first live game of rugby league.

The on-field combatants were Great Britain and 
Australia in the first Test of what would prove a 
watershed tour for the Kangaroos, captain-coached  
by dual international Arthur Summons and beginning 
just weeks after the classic ‘Gladiators’ photo was 
taken by John O’Gready after the Dragons-Magpies 
grand final.

Australia had not wrested the Ashes from the British on 
their home turf since 1912.

In 1962, the touring Lions had beaten the Kangaroos 
2-1 in Australia, and it would have been a whitewash 
except for an after-the-hooter, sideline conversion 
by winger, Ken Irvine in the third Test at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground.

The 1963-64 Kangaroos included Immortals in John Raper, Graeme Langlands 
and Reg Gasnier, a Gladiator in skipper Arthur Summons and perhaps the 
greatest winger of all-time in Ken Irvine. No wonder they conquered the Brits 
who were near the top of the tree in that era. BY STEVE RICKETTS

Yet that night at Wembley Stadium, before a crowd 
of just 13,946, the British got a lesson in all facets of 
the game as Australia cruised to a 28-2 win with Reg 
Gasnier scoring three tries. 

To be fair to Great Britain, they had lost five-eighth 
David Bolton to injury just 18 minutes into the match, 
and were forced to play with only 12 men for the 
remaining 62 minutes, under replacement rules  
of the day (injured players could not be substituted for).

Interviewed after the match, Irishman Gibson declared 
the Kangaroos’ backline the best he had seen in either 
rugby code.

It has to be considered that this was a golden era  
in English football too, with their Test teams of this 
series boasting some legendary names such as Neil 
Fox, Eric Ashton, Mick Sullivan, Alex Murphy, Dick 
Huddart, Dave Bolton, Cliff Watson, Frank Myler and 
Vince Karalius.

IN A CLASS OF THEIR OWN

Back row (from left: Johnny Gleeson, Barry Rushworth, Jimmy Lisle, Graeme Langlands, Paul Quinn, Graham Wilson, Peter Dimond, Les 
Johns. Middle row: Frank Stanton, Johnny Raper, Michael Cleary, Dick Thornett, Peter Gallagher, Kevin Ryan, Ken Thornett, Brian Hambly, 
Kevin Smyth, Reg Gasnier, Noel Kelly. Front row: Arthur Sparks (manager), Ken Day, John Cleary, Ian Walsh (vice-captain), Arthur Summons 
(captain), Ken Irvine, Barry Muir, Earl Harrison, Jack Lynch (manager).
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Hooker-prop Noel Kelly was sent off three times on 
tour, “all of them pretty questionable”, he claimed, but 
despite those setbacks he rates the experience as 
one of the highlights of his life in football.

Clive Churchill, coach of the 1959 
Kangaroos, wrote that the ‘63 side 
deserved the accolade “the greatest 
Australian team ever sent on an 
Ashes-winning mission”.

“One cannot try to differentiate 
between the individual players,'” 
Churchill wrote. 

“There is one word to sum-up them all: great. They 
bewildered Britain with pace and ability.”

The players received an individual bonus of £402 
each for the tour. Among them was Chinchilla's 
Johnny Gleeson who did not play a Test, with Earl 
Harrison from Gilgandra preferred as five-eighth, but 
Gleeson was first choice five-eighth on the next tour 
of Britain and France in 1967. 

His wonderful career was honoured at the annual 
Queensland Men of League lunch in Brisbane on 
September 26.

Gleeson joined Nine Network's rugby league 
commentator Ray Warren and Balmain Tigers legend 
Keith "Golden Boots" Barnes, who were recognised 
for their contribution to the game as the 2013 Men of 
League Foundation Parkview Honourees at October's 
Gala Dinner in Sydney.

“I had a lot of injuries in '63,” Gleeson recalled when 
he accepted his award. 

“I ended up in hospital as soon as we hit London from 
the flight over from Australia.

“We were training and someone tackled me and 
took the scab off my shoulder where I had had the 
injection for travel.

“I lost a bit of weight and struggled a bit. But towards 
the end of the tour I came good. It was still a great 
tour and I am so proud to have been part of it.”

1963-64 KANGAROOS TOUR RECORD

Played: 36. Won:28. Drew: 1. Lost: 7. Points for: 
1035. Points against: 423. Beat Great Britain 2-1; 
beat France 2-1. Total attendances: 336,418

The Australians showed it was no fluke with a record-
breaking 50-12 win in the return Test at Swinton a 
month later, with Irvine scoring three times, while 
Langlands finished with a 20-point haul from two tries 
and seven goals. 

Circumstance certainly favoured the Aussies with the 
Brits suffering misfortune again with five-eighth Myler 
and centre and captain Ashton forced out of the match 
with rib injuries in the first half, leaving the home side 
with 11 men.

But there was little doubt the 1963-64 Kangaroos were 
in a class of their own, even though they lost the third 
Test 16-5, largely thanks to an eccentric refereeing 
performance by Englishman, ‘Sergeant Major’ Eric 
Clay. Three players were sent off – Australia’s Brian 
Hambly and Barry Muir and British prop Watson.

The 50-12 win at Swinton was the highest score in 
an Anglo-Australian series, and the 38-point margin 
was also a record, both achievements not beaten until 
Australia’s 64-10 victory in Sydney in 2002.

The Kangaroos won 16, lost five and drew one of their 
22 matches in Britain, the biggest shock a 23-17 loss 
to Featherstone Rovers at Post Office Road.

In France the Kangaroos lost the first Test 8-5 in 
Bordeaux but recovered to clinch the series with a 
21-9 win in Toulouse and a 16-8 win in Paris.

Their only loss in 11 other tour games came at the 
hands of the formidable Catalans XIII, the forerunners 
of the current Catalans Dragons club which plays in 
Super League.

A match against France B scheduled for Lyon, was 
abandoned because of ice and snow.

Ian Walsh, who took over as captain of the Kangaroos 
after Summons was injured early in the tour, breaking 
his arm in three places in a club match and needing a 
steel plate had to be inserted.

On their return to Australia the Kangaroos were 
afforded a ticker tape parade and a civic reception by 
Lord Mayor of Sydney, Harry Jensen.

“There is one word to sum-up them 
all: great. They bewildered Great 
Britain with pace and ability.”
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Prostate cancer can be a lot like the Sydney 
Roosters defence; it can come up quickly and 
knock you down with a thump if you’re blind-

sided. But you don’t need to be as evasive as Billy 
Slater to avoid being king-hit by the invidious disease.

Prostate cancer is the most common malignant cancer 
suffered by men, with nearly 18,000 cases being 
diagnosed each year and more than 3000 deaths 
occurring due to prostate cancer in 2012. Yet early 
detection and correct treatment can see men live 
happily and healthily with the condition in check.

A simple blood test to determine your prostate specific 
antigen (PSA) level can avoid unnecessary shock 
news with the cancer – without having to experience 
the dreaded “finger up the bum” that seems to be a 
deterrent for too many men.

Rugby league has had some high profile prostate 
cancer sufferers in recent years, including Darryl 
Brohman and Ray Warren, while current Queensland 
assistant coach Michael Hagan has revealed locally in 
Newcastle that he was diagnosed at the age of 44 but 
has benefited from his early awareness. All are living 
life to the fullest still.

Hagan lost his father Tom to prostate cancer and only 
one of four Hagan brothers has not suffered from the 
disease, so he had the awareness to be vigilant early. 
Still, to be diagnosed so young in 2009 was a shock.

He was fortunate that he acted so early, despite 
showing no symptoms. Despite having to have internal 
radiation therapy he has kept the complaint at bay and 

is checked every six months. ‘‘The treatment I had is 
not invasive and it hasn’t stopped me from leading an 
active life,” the Newcastle Knights premiership-winning 
coach said. 

Hagan is an ambassador for the Hunter Prostate 
Cancer Alliance and passionate about encouraging 
men to be checked well before they get into their  
mid-50s.

‘‘I was picked up at the earliest stage because I was 
quite diligent and I encourage all men to not use 
excuses or to keep putting off getting a test done. 
There are a lot of options other than surgery, particular 
if you are diagnosed early.”

Alan Mair, former Panthers and Wests Tigers football 
manager, is a lesser known case but certainly a prime 
example of how ignorance or laziness can so easily 
pitch man past the age of 50 on a collision course with 
the disease – but alertness can be a saviour.

Mair, now a trainer at Penrith, was having trouble with 
gout and thought next time he had a break during his 
working week he might visit his GP and check it out. It 
was 2007 and he was 57 and working at Wests Tigers. 
A few days later he was listening to Alan Jones’s 
radio program and heard men relaying their prostate 
experiences. 

The following day Tigers coach Tim Sheens gave him 
an unexpected day off so he made an appointment 
with his GP.

He told his doctor about his gout complaint and said if 

AVOID PROSTATE ISSUES 
BY BEING VIGILANT

Too often middle-aged men are too lazy, ignorant or inexplicably reluctant 
to be tested for prostate cancer that claims thousands of lives each year 
but produces even more cases where it is treated, often without invasive 

procedures, and contained. BY NEIL CADIGAN

PROMOTING GOOD HEALTH
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he was going to take a blood sample could he also test 
for prostate and any other complaints he should be 
tested for. If Mair hadn’t tuned in to radio earlier in the 
week or been given then bonus day off so soon after, 
he knows he might have put off a medical for months.

He’d had none of the typical signs that he had a 
problem with his prostate, so he was shocked when 
the doctor advised him he had cancer and needed to 
have surgery sooner rather than later.

“My doctor asked what prompted me to visit him and 
I told him it was purely through listening to people 
on radio,” Mair recalled. “He said ‘I think you’re very 
lucky’. I took that in other words if I left it too long it 
might have got me.

“There are various ways can get treated - surgically or 
not – based on the PSA reading. Mine was quite high 
so I was advised to remove my cancer surgically. It 
was a surprise as I had no symptoms at all; nothing to 
suggest I had it.

“The thing is that there are different treatments you 
can get by just speaking with doctors and discussing 
the options, it’s not always a case of invasive surgery.” 

Like the others, Alan has regular checks but doesn’t 
miss a beat in how he lives his life. 

Darryl Brohman was diagnosed in 2010 when, like 
Mair, the cancer was detected by accident when he 
went to his doctor for what he thought was indigestion 
as he was having chest pains. A blood test told another 
story.

Brohman, then 54, nailed the male reluctance to 
confront possible prostate issues with his usual 
humor when he told a reporter: “I had that many 
blokes ringing me to say they didn’t want to have the 
operation because of concerns they couldn’t get an 
erection afterwards. I would say, ‘Mate, would you 
rather be soft above the ground or hard below it?’”

Dr Phil Brenner, urological surgeon at St Vincent’s 
Hospital in Sydney, is one of the country's leading 
specialists on prostate cancer. He says there are 
two potential problems – general enlargement, which 
may arise with the prostate as you get older,  
and cancer. 

“General enlargement can cause frequent urination 
day and night, poor urinary flow and occasionally 
infections or bleeding,” he said. 

“Generally this can be controlled with medication 
but sometimes the centre of the prostate has to be 
cleaned out to remove the blockage.

“Prostate cancer is completely separate from ordinary 
enlargement, although some of the symptoms can be 
the same, hence the dilemma in knowing what to look 
out for.

“The most important way to check for prostate cancer 
is to have a PSA blood test done once a year with  
your doctor.”

For more detailed literature from Dr Brenner on 
this important health issue, including the range of 
treatments, go to www.menofleague.com. M
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Michael Hagan, diagnosed with prostate cancer at age 44. 
Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH. Alan Mair’s radio preference proved a Godsend.
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OUR CLUB SUPPORTERS 
Men of League would like to thank the following clubs for their generous support through the 2013 ClubGRANTS 
program. Our Residential Care and Rehabilitation program greatly benefits from this funding and we are therefore 
able to assist more people in the rugby league community who have fallen on difficult times.
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CORPORATE MEMBERS

· Golden Sands Tavern 
· Nambucca Leagues & Sports Club Ltd 
· The Grange Hotel  
· EGroup Security 
· Hamilton Funerals  
· Harbourside Haven Retirement Villages 
· Parkview Constructions Pty Ltd  
· R. McClintock & Co Pty Ltd 
· Kelly’s Coaches 
· W. Eagles Plumbing Supplies P/L 
· The Beach Club Collaroy 
· Mission Australia 
· Port City Bowling Club  

· EMC Group Pty Ltd 
· McDonalds Shoalhaven  
· Coolibah Hotel  
· ECS  
· Club Dubbo  
· Garvan Financial Planning  
· Rugby League FNQ Masters 
· Mareeba Leagues Club Inc 
· Brothers Old Boys & Supporters Inc 
· GLR Accountants  
· Car and Commercial Wholesale  
· Prosperity IQ Pty Ltd  
· Peter Small Plumbing Pty Ltd 
· Chris Brown Removals 
· Toll Express

GOLD MEMBERS

· Phil Morgan 
· Tim Donahoo 
· Vic Smith 
· David Hodgkinson 
· Lance Law 
· Chris Reimers 
· Alan Sun 
· Warren Pegg 
· Julian Troy 
· Syd Weller 
· Ronald Tyack 
· Peter Egan 
· Aaron Blacker

OUR CORPORATE SPONSORS 
Men of League would like to thank our valued corporate sponsors for their continued support and their assistance 
in enabling us to support the rugby league community.
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Johnny Gleeson attended many grand - and not 
so grand - functions in Britain and France as a 
Kangaroo tourist in 1963-64 and 1967-68.

But there was nothing to compare with the ninth 
annual Men of League Queensland luncheon at the 
RNA Grounds, Brisbane on September 26 when 
Gleeson was one of the special guests.

A product of the Chinchilla club on the Darling Downs, 
Gleeson was inducted as a Men of League Foundation 
Parkview Honouree, joining broadcaster Ray Warren 
and former Test fullback Keith Barnes on the 2013 roll 
call after they were acknowledged in Sydney.

The Brisbane lunch also featured the presentation of a 
300 Club jersey to Broncos halfback Scott Prince who 
announced his retirement this year. 

The 2013 season marked the 50th anniversary of 
‘The Gladiators’ photo featuring Norm Provan from St 
George and Arthur Summons. Norm and Arthur also 
were present at the lunch and, as usual, stole the show.

Former Australian fullback Gary Belcher interviewed 
former Broncos skipper Allan Langer and North 
Sydney and Queensland legend Billy Moore. Alfie 
‘revealed’ the secret of Wayne Bennett’s success at 
the Broncos was the quality of the players, proving the 
old adage a coach is only as good as his players.

Moore brought the house down with his rendition of 
North Sydney’s club song, one that was sung after 
grand final wins only twice - in 1921 and ‘22.

“We won four premierships in July. Unfortunately they 
don’t hand out the silverware until September,” Moore 
said in relation to his stint at the ‘bad luck Bears’.

Others interviewed at the lunch were ARLC chairman 

John Grant and Bart Campbell, the driving force in 
the consortium that purchased Melbourne Storm. 
NRL CEO Dave Smith also attended. The lunch was 
attended by 460 and raised over $55,000.

Former Test halfback Mark Murray, like Gleeson a 
product of bush footy, presented Gleeson with his award.

Gleeson toured with the 1963-64 and 1967 Kangaroos. 
His ‘roomie’ on his three overseas tours (he went to New 
Zealand in 1965) was blond-haired fullback Les Johns, a 
Newcastle product who played for Canterbury in Sydney.

“They talk about Ben Barba,’’ Gleeson says, “Les was 
only a little bloke but just brilliant. He was magic with 
the football. But he had Ken Thornett in front of him in 
‘63 and Ken played the Tests against Britain.

“We went to a Beatles concert in ‘63 and in ‘67 I saw 
Shirley Bassey,’’ Gleeson recalls. “I managed to get 
across to Ireland at one stage and also went to Spain 
to watch the bullfights. It was a chance to see the 
world that I wouldn’t have got, except for rugby league.

Gleeson says former Test lock, John Raper, one of 
league’s Immortals, was the best footballer he saw.

“His defence was spot-on and he could make a 
football talk,’’ Gleeson said. “Reg Gasnier was a great 
attacking player and when he threw his head back, you 
knew it was on. But Raper was the man.’’

The raffle prize of a Hyundai i20 was won by Matthew 
Lyons and, in a wonderful show of generosity, he  
donated it back to Men of League.

PHOTOS: Top left: Qld committee president Darrel 
Van de Velde with Matthew Lyons and Hyundai area 
manager David Rodda on the right. Top: Johnny 
Gleeson received his award from Mark Murray.

GLEESON HONOURED AT QLD ANNUAL LUNCH
BY STEVE RICKETTS
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Men of League’s newest sponsor, Jaycar 
Electronics’s Gary Johnston, is a long-term 
and passionate supporter of rugby league. 

Johnston is managing director of Jaycar Electronics 
which is the major sponsor of the Bulldogs. 

“I love the Men of League organisation and I am 
proud to be able to help in any way I can,” he said of 
his new association with the Foundation. “There is 
a huge anti-climax for many players after they retire 
from the game, and the Men of League can help them 
adjust to life after football.

“Health and financial issues are problems for some 
older players and the Men of League have done a 
magnificent job in this regard in a short period of time.

“Helping with employment opportunities is another field 
the Men of League can work in and they have also 
done plenty in this regard.”

As you would expect from someone who is a major 
success story, Johnston is a highly intelligent man. He 
has two degrees from the University of New England: 
a Bachelor of Arts with majors in history and English 
literature and a Masters in American Studies. 

A keen student of science, particularly astronomy, he 
studies the latest information on the subject. Gary 
was the first person I have interviewed who wanted to 
discuss Hubble and his expanding universe theory. He 
has an extensive home library and when we met was 
reading a book titled The Universe from Nothing. 

Johnston is a close friend of Dick Smith whose 
electronics company he worked for in the 1970s, 
initially importing goods from Japan. In 1981 Johnston 
started his company, which was at first named John 
Carr and Co. before becoming Jaycar. It has 88 stores 
with offices in Singapore, Thailand and New Zealand 
and employs 1300 people.

From his early schooldays, he has been a rugby 
league enthusiast. He played with Concord United 
for many years and while living in London he never 
missed a chance to go north to watch matches.

“One of my most cherished memories is sitting beside 
Arthur Beetson during the Widnes-Australia game 

during the 1973 Kangaroo tour,” Gary remembered. 

“It was bruising game with Bob McCarthy and one of 
the Widnes forwards being sent off. We won the match 
25-10 and during the game I gave Arthur a big can of 
Reschs Pilsener, known as ‘a Parramatta’ because it 
was blue and gold, which he drank.    

“One thing I like about rugby league is that the  
powers that be are not afraid to try some innovations 
and that will be the saviour of our game. Look at the 
way wingers are now scoring tries after the corner  
post rule change. On the other hand, the AFL are  
very conservative.

“But on saying this, I must stress that the AFL are  
very dangerous and the NRL has to be constantly 
on guard against them. They are pouring money into 
many strong rugby league areas.”

Johnston revealed sponsorship of the Bulldogs came 
about when he was watching a Bulldogs-Dragons 
game on television and saw Camp Quality on the 
jerseys and realised this would not be a paid deal. 

“The next day I rang one of my neighbours, George 
Peponis, who was football club chairman and we worked 
out a sponsorship deal over a $10 steak meal at the 
Woolwich Pier Hotel,” he explained. “I like the way they 
run their club and the work ethic of everyone involved.”

He strongly believes for the NRL to be successful,  
it must have more control over all the clubs.

FOUNDATION’S NEW SUPPORTER 
A TRUE RUGBY LEAGUE MAN

BY BARRY ROSS
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After a week of back breaking work in the cane 
fields around Mackay, Tommy Tamari thought 
nothing of cycling 40km to town to play two 

games of rugby league on the one day.

Then he would cycle home and ready himself for 
another week of toil in the tropical sun.

Tommy Tamari turned 100 years old on August 5  
and was presented with a signed Broncos jersey  
and a North Queensland Cowboys football by Men  
of League.

He is strong supporter of all things Queensland Rugby 
League, and his story of unselfish dedication to the 13-
man code is a lesson to us all.

The name Tamari is Japanese, his father having 
been a cook at the Homebush Sugar Mill, south-west 
of Mackay. His mother had Scottish and South Sea 
Islander blood.

Tommy was one of 11 children and left school at 14 to 
help provide for his siblings.

But he never gave up his love of football, playing for 
a variety of teams, including the Sarina Tigers and 
Mackay Carltons – now Norths Magpies – where he  
is a life member.

As a teenager he was even recruited by the local 
college team, which did not have a halfback for their 
opens side.

Tamari played rugby league until he was 39, and then 
coached juniors for many years.

His nephew Lance Sue-Kee said Tommy started 
playing football when he was 10 and quickly earned  
a reputation as a brilliant halfback.

“One day after cycling in from Homebush he played his 
usual two matches, but the A Grade was a final, which 
went into extra-time,” Lance recalls.

A MACKAY CUTTER’S 
EXTRAORDINARY CENTURY

“They played 10 minutes each way and still couldn’t 
get a result, so they declared it a draw. That really 
tested Tommy’s endurance.

“In another match he chip-kicked and regathered to 
score a try, only to have the referee call him back for 
being off-side. Tommy never could quite work that  
one out.”

Tommy enlisted with the Australian Army in World War 
II, but did not see overseas service, with the official 
reason that he had varicose veins.

Lance thinks it more likely that because Tommy was 
half-Japanese made it too difficult to send him to fight 
the enemy.

“It was a great credit to Tommy and the Army that 
he was accepted into the services at a time when 
other people with Japanese backgrounds were being 
interned,” Lance said.

Tommy played league in the army in Brisbane, with 
many teammates and rivals having played at a high 
level, among them former Queensland star Jack 
Stapleton from Toowoomba and former Australian 
representative forward Les Heidke from Ipswich.

Tamari once said to Heidke: “I shouldn’t be captain of 
this (army) side with you in it. And anyway, I am only a 
private, and we’ve got officers in the side.”

Heidke replied: “You’re going all right, so we won’t 
change it.”

Lance said Tommy was an excellent kicker and the 
officers would often bet on the outcome of his shots  
for goal.

“He was an absolute favourite of the majors, most of 
the time,” he said. “But after he put on yet another try, 
he missed the easy conversion and the majors lost a 
lot of money.”

TOM Tamari, a Mackay footballer until he was 39 and a coach 
for long afterwards, turned 100 recently. As the Cutters 
revel after winning the Queensland Cup, the story of the life 
member of Mackay Carltons is worth telling. BY STEVE RICKETTS
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Tamari toiled in the cane fields until he was 60, 
often putting younger workmates to shame. On one 
occasion a gun cutter from a rival gang came in to give 
a hand at the farm where Tommy was working.

The cane cutting ‘superstar’ got to work as Tommy sat 
back and readied himself for another tough shift.

“I bet you can’t catch him,” said the foreman as the 
new chum set about his work at a hectic pace.

Tommy finished a dozen stools in front of the import, 
who was so humiliated he packed his bags, never to 
return.

“Tommy was a very quiet achiever,’’ said Lance.  
“He wasn’t one to skite. He just got on with the  
job. When he quit cane cutting he took up work  
as a gravedigger – with a pick and shovel – at the 
Mount Bassett Cemetery in Mackay. I did some  
work with him and I was flat out keeping up with  
the old bastard.

“He is only a little, short man but very strong.”

Tommy never married, but always looked after his 
siblings.

“He has a sense of loyalty which is beyond question,” 
Lance says. “He is an utter gentleman, and still 
lifts his hat to ladies at Resthaven on Quarry, the 
retirement home at North Mackay where he has lived 
the past five years.

“It’s quite surprising how many people I run into who 
came under his influence. I was at the Woodford 
Folk Festival one year and ran into this hippie 
looking guy who had a can of VB in one hand and  
a joint in the other.

“I got talking to him and he told me Tommy had 
coached him in rugby league. I don’t think even Tommy 
could have got that bloke into shape these days.’”

Lance owes everything to Tamari.

“I love him to bits,” he said. “My mum (Tommy’s sister) 
married a Chinese bloke and they went back to China 
before World War II,” he recalls. “He was killed over 
there, and Tommy got the Salvation Army to help get 
Mum out of China and back to Australia.

“Mum had me to another man, but I have her first 
husband’s surname. Without Tommy I would not be 
here.”

Tommy today (above); Tommy with nephew Lance Sue-Kee; and 
right in the front row (holding ball) as captain of the Army team in 
World War II.



MEN OF LEAGUE NOVEMBER 201326

Queensland’s groundbreaking 1983 tour of 
England has almost been forgotten in the 
mists of time but it played a major role in the  

 legend now associated with the Maroons’ 
success at State of Origin level.

The tour was the brainchild of Australian Rugby 
League life member Kevin Brasch, a former 
Queensland rugby union halfback who went on to 
have great success in the 13-man code in England 
and Australia.

Brasch argued that if the momentum of the first 
four years of Origin football was to be maintained, 
Queensland needed to think outside the square. 

So he pushed for the ‘83 end-of-season tour as a 
means of further strengthening the famed Maroons 
spirit, while also giving players from Queensland 
domestic clubs a chance for further top-level rugby 
league experience.

Queensland won the ‘83 Origin series 2-1 with 16 
players from Queensland domestic clubs playing 
across the three games. International hooker Greg 
Conescu was a late withdrawal from the tour through 
injury, his place going to Easts goal-kicking prop 
Shane McNally, who got the nod ahead of specialist 
hookers Trevor Bailey (Brothers) and David Green 
(Wynnum-Manly).

Queensland was based at the Dragonara Hotel 
in Leeds where the undefeated 1982 and 1986 
Kangaroos were based, and the young players 
stargazed for the first few days as they visited haunts 
frequented by the Australian stars.

They were brought back to earth with the opening 
tour match against the Roger Millward-coached Hull 
Kingston Rovers, the English champions that season, 
whose line-up included former Australian Test fullback 
John Dorahy and Kiwi internationals Gary Prohm, Mark 
Broadhurst and Gordon Smith.

While Queensland are celebrating a eight-year Origin series streak that 
might never be matched, it is appropriate to mark the 30-year anniversary 

of the only British tour by a Queensland side – an era when their stars 
came from a healthy Brisbane competition. Steve Ricketts, who covered the 

tour for the Courier-Mail, remembers the piece of history.

WHEN MAROONS  
RULED BRITANNIA

Maroons 1983 touring squad - BACK ROW (from left):  Mitch Brennan, Colin Scott, Bryan Niebling, Peter Jackson, 
Paul Khan, Gene Miles, Gavin Jones, Trevor Paterson, Steve Stacey. MIDDLE ROW: Mark Murray, Larry 
Brigginshaw, Shane Bernardon, Brad Tessman, Brett French, Cavill Heugh, Wayne Lindenberg, Darryl Gatley 
(trainer). FRONT ROW: Joe Kilroy, Kevin Brasch (manager), Arthur Beetson (coach), Wally Lewis (captain), Dick 
Turner (manager), Shane McNally, Ted Verenkamp (liaison officer). INSET: Wally Fullerton Smith (left), Chris Phelan.
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Rovers’ won 8-6 as their niggling tactics got the better 
of the Maroons, earning the ire of Shane Bernardin 
who was sent off, while teammate Bryan Niebling and 
Rovers forward Chris Burton were sin-binned.

The biggest cheer of the day was reserved for 
Broadhurst, who decked Bernardin with an upper cut 
that was penalised, without further punishment. Today 
it would have got a month’s suspension at least.

Next they faced Alex Murphy-coached Wigan 
at Central Park with the locals boasting Kiwi 
internationals Graeme West and Howie Tamati, 
Balmain prop, Kerry Helmsley, British Test winger 
Henderson Gill, future Test star Shaun Edwards and 
the club’s current coach Shaun Wane.

The Maroons won 40-2 and five-eighth Wayne 
Lindenberg stole the limelight from skipper Wally 
Lewis, who played in the centres with Gene Miles. 
English league journalist Dave Hadfield compared 
Lindenberg, who scored two tries, to former Great 
Britain star Alan Hardisty because of his “light-footed, 
quick-handed skills”.

Lindenberg stunned coach Arthur Beetson and 
teammates after the match, announcing that he had 
retired and would not be available for the final tour 
match against Leeds at Headingley.

“I said, ‘What do you mean? We have another game to 
play,” Brasch inquired. “He said his religion wouldn’t let 
him play on a Saturday. That was the first I knew of it.”

Brasch sat in the dugout at Central Park conveying 
Beetson’s messages to trainer Daryl Gatley and recalls 
prop Greg Dowling, returning from a broken leg, having 
a strong game “and although he made a couple of 
mistakes, seemed primed to explode.” After Dowling 
spilled a pass Beetson bellowed for him to be replaced. 

“I pretended not to hear and soon after Greg broke 
through the defence and set up a try. He hadn’t played 
Origin but went on to play 11 games for Queensland.”

Queensland won the match 58-2 and was a total 
mismatch, thanks largely to the mastery of Lewis, back 
in his regular five-eighth spot. His long passes always 
found their mark and he toyed with the opposition, 
which included British Test five-eighth, John Holmes 
and 1978 Kangaroo tourist Steve Martin in the centres.

Joe Kilroy had another top game at fullback while 
Dowling had teammates rushing to hug him after a 
70-metre burst that led to a try to Bernardin.

“The tour proved to our young players they were up to 

TOURING SQUAD: 

Wally Lewis (Valleys) (c), Mitch Brennan 
(Redcliffe), Larry Brigginshaw (Easts), Shane 
Bernardin (Redcliffe), Greg Dowling (Wynnum-
Manly), Brett French (Wynnum-Manly), Wally 
Fullerton Smith (Redcliffe), Cavill Heugh (Easts), 
Gavin Jones (Easts), Paul Khan (Redcliffe), 
Joe Kilroy (Norths), Wayne Lindenberg (Easts), 
Shane McNally (Easts), Gene Miles (Wynnum-
Manly), Mark Murray (Redcliffe), Bryan Nielbing 
(Valleys), Trevor Paterson (Easts), Chris Phelan 
(Parramatta), Colin Scott (Wynnum-Manly), Steve 
Stacey (Easts), Brad Tessman (Souths). 

Coach: Arthur Beetson. Managers: Kevin Brasch, 
Dick Turner. Liaison officer: Ted Verrenkamp. 
Trainer: Darryl Gately.

the mark,” Brasch said. “I always felt NSW were better 
than us, pre-Origin, because they dominated Kangaroo 
squads and after trips to Britain and France would 
come back with the advantage of terrific combinations.

“We always seemed to have new young blokes coming 
into the side. I was firmly of the belief if we could play 
some of the top clubs in England it would stand us in 
good stead for the ‘84 season and beyond.

“The English league was reluctant to take a tour just 
12 months after the Kangaroos had been there. (QRL 
chairman) Ron McAuliffe contacted English chairman 
Harry Jepson who was keen, and he approached Colin 
Hutton at Hull KR and Maurice Lindsay at Wigan. They 
agreed to cop any financial losses.

“Chris Phelan from Parramatta was the only player  
we picked from Sydney, because the clubs down there 
weren’t keen to let their guys go. The following year 
Queensland won the series 2-1 (although they went  
on to lose the next two).”

A football tour in those days would not be complete 
without a little mischief and this was no exception. 

The players were invited to Tetley’s Brewery for a 
reception, with shire horses pulling a cart laden with 
kegs as a focal point for guests. The horses needed to 
be looked after and there were water troughs outside 
the function room. When it was time for the horses to 
return to their stables they were distinctly wobbly on 
their feet, slipping and sliding everywhere.

It appears some of the players didn’t like the local brew 
and emptied a large quantity into the horses’ trough!
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Mick Cronin, the one-time meal ticket for 
the Parramatta Eels, lives a simple but 
successful life on the south coast of NSW.

As owner of the Gerringong Hotel, Cronin still lives that 
philosophy that defined his football style – simplicity 
equalling success. 

The Cronin “spit and polish” rubbed off in spades 
this year in the Group 7 premiership. His Gerringong 
Lions team won the grand final in the 100th year of the 
competition, beating Warilla Gorillas in golden-point 
extra-time 14-13 at Nowra – after forcing the game into 
overtime with a field goal with just three seconds of 
regular time on the clock - in one of the most exciting  
games in the regions’ century of rugby league. 

His two sons – Peter, a centre, and Patrick, a five-eighth 
– delighted their dad with near faultless displays.

I was fortunate to be at Kiama Showgrounds for the 
preliminary final between Gerringong and Jamberoo as 
a guest of Jamberoo stalwart Noel Walsh, son of the 
late Country Rugby League supremo Kevin, where the 
entrance fee is $12 and a well-stocked program just $1.

Gerringong didn’t drop a pass. Their backline moved 
the ball swiftly and with precision. They capitalised 
on their pace and respect for one another, just the 
way Cronin played the game during one of the most 
illustrious careers in rugby league history.

As the spray from the Pacific Ocean geysered close 
to the playing field, Gerringong took no time to rattle 
the scoreboard, racing to a 10-0 lead after as many 
minutes with textbook backline raids and the ball 
“doing the work.” 

Gerringong fans and representatives from their 60 
sponsors – that’s right, 60 sponsors – were on good 
terms with themselves; better terms when the score 
jumped to 16-0 after another backline sortie.

Jamberoo, anxious to make a game of it in their 100th 

year, were heartened when the captain-coach Matt 
Coelho wrong-footed the defence to score but the joy 
was short lived after Gerringong centre Corey Mulhall 
crossed and Peter Cronin added “the extras.”

Peter Cronin scored two tries and four goals – a 
performance that provided another Cronin flashback 
– in Gerringong’s 42-22 victory that featured basic 
football, a few left hooks, the obligatory refereeing 
puzzles and a hearty ovation as the players trooped off. 

After the grand final victory there were no “Mad 
Monday” plans. Was it because the Gerringong Lions 
haven’t the cash to buy a beer or two? No.

Gerringong players play for nothing. Not a cent. But 
more than that, their “boss” doesn’t entertain Mad 
Monday at his establishment. 

BUSH FOOTY RETAINS ITS 
LIONS’ SHARE OF VIRTUE
Eels legend Michael Cronin is an unpaid premiership-winning coach of an 
unpaid team. GEOFF PRENTER, who reported on much of Cronin’s career, 
ventured to the NSW south coast to capture a glimpse of the Gerringong 

Lions’ campaign and discovered the pure virtues of footy are alive and well. 

“I keep it simple; the game’s 
not rocket science. Good 
handling, good passing, 
good running is my recipe 
for success.”

Josh Saunders on the attack for Jamberoo.
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The Jamberoo Hotel, a pub with old-fashioned 
ambience and a keg load of charm, hosts Mad  
Monday but with a curfew that only allows for a shout 
or two. The publican Ross Warren supports the local 
team to the hilt. Without that unsolicited support and 
that of so many other local identities, Jamberoo would 
be but a memory.

So too would Gerringong. As would the bulk of all other 
teams within the vast country network, which is crying 
out for far more extensive support from the powers that 
be at Rugby League Central in Sydney. 

Fortunately they have supporters who would have no 
hesitation in treating the boys for a week, if so desired. 
Jamberoo and Gerringong share affluent fans.

One Jamberoo supporter is a former owner of Hayman 
Island, the world-class resort in the Barrier Reef. 
Another is a coin and stamp dealer who travels the 
world making his mint. Then there are the lords of the 
rich Jamberoo pastures, some of whom command in 
excess of $4 million for their acreage.

Yet it was Cronin’s Lions who had the most to 
celebrate a fortnight later after losing the previous 
two grand finals. No team in Group 7 has won more 
premierships than Gerringong. This was their 17th 
success.

I asked “Mr Gerringong” what the grand final it means 
to his town.

“It further strengthens our supporter base and proves 
that money doesn’t buy premierships,” Cronin said. 
“We have a big family celebration at the local oval, 
mums, dads, kids. We let our hair down.”

By the way, the local oval is called the Michael Cronin 
Oval. And – you guessed it – modest Mick didn’t tell 
me that.

Country Rugby League is certainly alive and well. 
The spirit is to be envied by the too-often-sullied NRL 
shenanigans.

Sure, the quality of the football may not reach the dizzy 
heights of the brand of football exhibited by the likes 
of the Rabbitohs and the Roosters but it is competitive 
and spirited.

And when did you last see a game of NRL when not 
one pass was spilt?

“I keep it simple; the game’s not rocket science,” 
Cronin said. “Good handling, good passing, good 
running is my recipe for success.” 

Let’s charge our glasses and drink to Cronin and the 
hundreds of “Micks” around Australia who play the 
game for the love of it. 

The drive from Sydney to Kiama is two hours without 
offending the law. The spirit that pervades the playing 
fields is light years away.  

A winning combination – (from left) Pat, Michael and Peter Cronin. Photo: DAVID HALL.
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John Gray is remembered as the player who 
brought around-the-corner goalkicking to 
Australia when he toured with Great Britain in 

1974. Almost 40 years later he is still on the north of the 
Sydney harbour he marvelled at as a lad from Coventry.

A memory of that tour was copping a boot to the face in 
the second Test. After being off the field for 12 minutes 
to have nine stitches put into his forehead, Gray returned 
with his head bandaged and one eye almost closed, 
yet converted all three of his team’s tries and slotted an 
angled field goal. Five minutes from the end, with Britain 
leading 16-8, he left the field with a dislocated finger but 
still won the man-of-the match award. 

Gray played in all six Tests on tour (three in New Zealand) 
and finished as top scorer with 111 from two tries, 52 
goals and a field goal. He was approached by several 
Sydney clubs, and Jack Gibson and Arthur Beetson flew 
to England hoping to sign him for the Roosters. 

He would have joined Easts but his club Wigan 
demanded £21,000, which the Roosters refused to pay. 
North Sydney approached Wigan a few months later 
and the fee was reduced to £14,000 and he became a 
Bear. He still lives in the area at Lavender Bay.

After two seasons, Gray moved to Manly in 1978 
before returning to North Sydney in 1981 for three 
more seasons. He played many games as a prop 
as well as hooker, establishing himself as one of the 
game’s best ball distributors. 

He was part of the Manly side that played six play-off 
matches in ‘78 to win the premiership. Unfortunately he 
was sent off in a minor semi-final against Parramatta, 
and missed the preliminary final, grand final and replay 
against Cronulla.

Born in Coventry, Gray was an all-round sportsman 
who represented England in rugby union in three Tests, 
England Midland Schools at soccer, England Schools 
at cricket and also played county for Warwickshire. He 
played a couple of seasons of first grade cricket as an 
opening left-arm bowler with the North Sydney club. 

John has kept a strong interest in the Manly club and 
continues to regularly attend their matches.  

“Rugby league is in great shape,” he said. “There are 
many skilful guys. Sonny Bill has great all-round talents, 
but there are plenty of others who are good to watch.

“Forwards in the modern game have to have first-class 
ball-handling skills because if they get half a chance 
they have to unload a pass to take advantage of the 
few opportunities that come along.

“Clever dummy halves are essential in today’s game, 
as you can win matches by attacking around this area. 
Men who have just made a tackle are vulnerable, so 
quick thinking and clever play in this half area is vital.”

Gray taught at North Sydney Marist Brothers and built 
a successful recycling business with friends. He lives 
with his wife Karen and they have three daughters and 
a son. His hobbies are his children, watching all sports, 
his computer and playing cards.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW
JOHN GRAY 
A talented sportsman 
of many codes, the 
Englishman has called 
Sydney home for 38 
years. BY BARRY ROSS
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Ron Coote has not been short of accolades 
during his lifetime. The former South Sydney 
and Eastern Suburbs player featuring in nine 

grand finals for an impressive six premiership victories.

Add to that record 23 Test and World Cup caps and 
259 premiership games, Coote is without doubt one of 
the nation’s finest league footballers.

But recently man they called the ‘Prince of Locks’ 
was awarded yet another honour in recognition of his 
outstanding contribution to sport on and off the field.

At a star-studded event at Melbourne’s Crown Casino, 
the Men of League president joined six of Australia’s 
finest athletes to be officially inducted into the Sport 
Australia Hall of Fame.

A humble and gracious Coote paid tribute to those 
around him who helped shape an incredible career.

“I was lucky to have a lot of highlights throughout my 
career but the induction into The Sport Australia Hall 
of Fame is certainly a great highlight for me and my 
family,” Coote said.

“I had a lot of good players that I played with and we 
had the desire to win and everything we did was to 
help each other.  

“We had some good coaches and that was a great thing 
too. Individual motivation comes from within but because 
you work pretty closely as a family and you didn’t want to 
let them down so you had to do your best at all times.”

NRL CEO Dave Smith said Coote stands as one of the 
most inspirational figures in the history of the game.

“He was a legend as a player, a man his teammates 
nicknamed ‘Solid’ because he would never let anyone 
down,” Smith said.

“That strength of character has carried on as Ron used 
his business skills to reach out to those who had fallen 
on tough times through the establishment of the Men of 
League Foundation.”

Established in 1985, The Sport Australia Hall of Fame 
aims to preserve and celebrate the history of Australian 
Sport and excite the next generation of Australians to 
achieve their potential both in sport and in life.

RON COOTE JOINS AUSTRALIA’S GREATEST
Men of League president has been recognised for his work on and off  

the field to be inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame
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NOVEMBER

01 Nov Western Region Golf Day Dubbo

02 Nov Western Australia WARL Past players & Supporters Reunion South Perth Rugby League Club 

03 Nov Far South Coast Bowls Day Club Sapphire Merimbula

06 Nov NSW Police Specific Cause Event for Tony Townsend Wests Newcastle Leagues

08 Nov Rockhampton Dinner Central Qld Leagues Club

09 Nov Riverina Bowls Day Cootamundra Country Club

10 Nov Sunshine Coast Charity Bowls Day Buderim Bowls Club

15 Nov Bundaberg Golf Day North Bundaberg Golf Club

16 Nov Goondiwindi Golf Day Goondiwindi Golf Club

22 Nov Sunshine Coast Golf Day Horton Park

23 Nov Canberra Monaro Lunch and Bowls Day Forrest Bowling Club

23 Nov Mid West Golf Day and Dinner Lithgow Workers Club

29 Nov Bundaberg Kick Off Club  Salter Oval

29 Nov Tuggerah Lakes Dinner Wyong Leagues Club

30 Nov Southern Division Fundraising Dinner Allora Community Hall

DECEMBER

03 Dec Illawarra Kick Off Club Collies Club

06 Dec Newcastle Hunter Golf Day Cypress Lakes

06 Dec North Coast Coffs Harbour Race Luncheon Coffs Harbour 

06 Dec Sydney Metro Arthur Beetson Memorial Xmas Lunch Bondi Icebergs

07 Dec Tweed District Christmas Party Border Park Tweed Heads

12 Dec Sunshine Coast Christmas Luncheon                      Mooloolaba Surf Club

18 Dec Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

FEBRUARY

28 Feb Gold Coast International Dinner Burleigh Bears

MEN OF LEAGUE EVENTS CALENDAR 2013
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When my family and I moved to Townsville 
from Geelong in 1995 I had never heard 
of rugby league. I was nine years old and 

came from a place where Gary Ablett snr was God for 
the Geelong Cats and AFL was the only footy I knew. 

I had no idea just how much rugby league would 
become a major part of my future. 

I met Matty at the end of 2003 after he’d moved to 
Townsville, having been signed by the Cowboys under 
the Queensland Cup Young Guns. He’d been spotted 
playing for St Brendan’s School in Yeppoon at the 
2002 Confraternity Shield carnival.

I remember back in 2004 waiting for the Townsville 
Bulletin to come out every Thursday to see whether  
he had been selected on the bench for the Young 
Guns. I would cut out those articles, thinking he could 
look back and show this to his kids. 

Two years later, in early 2006, we were reading 
and hearing rumours that he might selected for the 
Queensland State of Origin team, along with a new 
breed of rookies (he made his debut in game one).

As the team ran on the field for Origin game two in 
Brisbane this year, I sat there shaking as I watched 
Matty take his spot at the back left of the goalposts. 
I was thinking, as the crowd was roaring and the 
expectation of every Queensland fan was focused on 
them: “I wonder how he feels right now knowing he is 
about to take the first hit-up in this game.” 

I asked him afterwards and I love that his reply was,  
“I didn’t think they were going to kick to that side.”  

Game-day routine hasn’t varied much over the past 
10 years. Almost all of the Cowboys home games 
have always been at 7.30pm on a Saturday night 

and the Young Guns game was always the preview 
match. Pre-game night, until very recently, was always 
spaghetti bolognaise and a quiet night in. 

This is something I love and hate. You often want to do 
something on a Friday night, but it is either head out 
with friends and try not to get home too late and annoy 
Matty, or stay home for spag bol and TV or movies. 

Saturday morning, Matty gets up and has muesli, fruit 
and yoghurt, then heads off to the Strand Park for 
the team cricket game of ‘oldies versus youngies’, of 
which Matty is now firmly an oldie. Then it’s coffee and 
breakfast with me or a few of the boys. The rest of the 
day is relaxed until we head to the stadium at 5pm.  

Sunday morning the boys have recovery, so our 
weekend begins at lunchtime on a where we plan  
to catch up with friends or family for the afternoon. 

Townsville can feel like an isolating place to live, 
especially with the boys away for at least two nights for 
every away game but having always been part of the 
Cowboys, I don’t know any different. 

We have had some amazing friends come and go 
over the years, and with Matty playing for Queensland 
and Australia, we have had the opportunity to meet, 
and become friends with, many more players, their 
partners and other members of the rugby league 
community that we would not have otherwise.

Matty’s career has gone well beyond what either of us 
ever expected back in 2003. I am privileged to be part 
of the many highs rugby league has given Matt. 

He is very close to all his teammates and the 
relationship is just as strong in the Australian team.  
With personalities like Jonathan Thurston in both teams, 
there is sure to be a happy environment off the field.

In this new regular feature, Lauren Scott, wife of North Queensland 
Cowboys and touring Kangaroos prop Matt Scott, gives an insight into life 
as a partner of a committed NRL player. 

WEEKENDS BEGIN LUNCH TIME SUNDAY

BY YOUR SIDE 
WITH LAUREN SCOTT
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Newcastle Knights and Kiwi league fans 
will have fond memories of the name Sam 
Stewart, the widely respected Knights 

inaugural captain who had a cult following with his 
determination and tough running and tackling style, 
always executed with socks rolled at his ankles.

Now the name is synonymous with respect and 
success a generation on. However Sam Stewart jnr’s 
tough choice between a football and medical career 
has seen him still passionately enjoy his rugby league 
but put more time and focus into becoming a doctor.

Stewart junior, who had to forego a potential NRL 
career but has continued playing country first grade, 
this year practised medicine as an intern in Africa and 
worked hard to combine his love of career and sport.

Sam senior (16 Tests for New Zealand) was 
Newcastle’s first captain and from 1988 to 1992 played 
81 games for the Knights and was honoured with the 
club’s first life membership. Young Sam was born in 
Newcastle’s first year, 1988 and played Jersey Flegg 
and SG Ball Cup with the club. 

While still a teenager, he had to make a choice 
between football and medicine. The year was 2008 
when he was a member of the Titans under-20 
team (the family had moved to the Gold Coast) and 
dreaming of playing in the NRL. Playing overseas was 
also on his radar as he had been thinking of joining a 
French club in the off-season. 

Friends and teammates at the Titans included 2013 
first graders Justin Hunt (South Sydney) and Ryan 
Simpkins (Penrith). The three of them lived and 
breathed football and were keen to make it in the NRL. 

As a student at Griffith University where he was 
studying an undergraduate medical degree, most 
mornings Sam was out of bed at 5am for gym training 
before breakfast, followed by attending university 
until 4pm, then Titans training and, after coming 
home, at least two hours of study. It was a hectic and 
demanding schedule but the young halfback kept at it. 

SON OF SAM SHOWS 
TOUGH STEWART TRAITS
Kiwi warrior Sam Stewart holds a special place in the hearts of Newcastle 
fans who saw the birth of the Knights in 1988. That year saw the birth also 
of Sam Stewart junior who is showing his father’s determination – within 

and beyond rugby league circles. BY BARRY ROSS
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In 2009 he had a season with the Burleigh Bears, 
playing in the FOGS Cup before transferring his 
studies to the Wollongong University program. As well 
as the heavy study load for this four-year course, Sam 
was required to do some intern work and was placed at 
Nowra hospital. 

Although his workload was again near breaking point, 
he hadn’t forgotten his love for rugby league and joined 
the Shoalhaven Jets in the Group 7 competition. The 
side struggled, losing all 18 games but Sam jnr was 
able to establish himself as one of the competition’s 
best halfbacks and was offered a chance to play in the 
Illawarra competition with Dapto in 2011. 

Dapto reached the semi-finals but the extra travelling 
from Nowra to training and matches was too much so 
Sam returned to the South Coast competition for the 
2012 season. 

The Jets, now known as the Nowra-Bomaderry Jets, 
missed a semi-final place by just two competition points 
and Sam’s outstanding season was rewarded when he 
won the Michael Cronin Medal as the competition’s best 
player. Sam had to make his acceptance speech by 
recorded video as he was in Alice Springs attending an 
indigenous doctors’ conference.

“I was stunned to win the medal,” he said. “I know what 
a great player and person Michael is and to win this 
award is very humbling, as well as being a great honour.

“I would have loved to have been able to attend 
the presentation night, but I had committed to the 
conference months before.

“I am of Maori heritage and there were indigenous 
doctors and medical people from all over the world at 
the conference.

“Among these were Aborigines, Maoris, Hawaiians, 
native Americans and Taiwanese, and I learned a lot 
from the week-long conference. 

“As a member of AIDA (Australian Indigenous Doctors 
Association), I am very interested in the strategies to 
close the gap regarding indigenous health issues.”

At the beginning of this year Sam began working at  
the Milton-Ulladulla hospital and joined the local club.  
A teammate in the halves was Luke Young, whose 
father Phil had played 84 first grade games with 
Canterbury and Newtown. 

The scrum base duo quickly gelled and at the end 
of June, after nine competition games, Milton were 
the unbeaten competition leaders with Sam, and 
Gerringong’s Michael Brown the leading try-scorers 
with 10 each. 

Sam had to fly to South Africa to complete a two-
month elective course as a doctor as part of his post-
graduate studies. 

He spent the first two weeks at a hospital on the 
outskirts of Johannesburg and then moved to Zeerust, 
a rural community in the North West Province, 

240 kilometres north-west of 
Johannesburg and close to the 
Botswana border. 

“It was amazing living and  
working at Zeerust and a totally 
different way of life from Australia,” 
Stewart said. 

“There is a lot of poverty and 
several chronic diseases which 
have been eliminated from 

Australia, plus a high mortality rate among the 
indigenous Tswana people. 

“The doctors work long hours under very basic 
conditions and because of their high work load, many 
of them seem to be burnt out. My time over there 
certainly made me appreciate what we take for  
granted here.

“Down the track, I could move into orthopaedic surgery 
work and one day I may go back to work in Africa.”

After he’d left for Africa the Milton Bulldogs suffered, 
winning only five of their nine games without him and 
dropping from first to third on the ladder. He returned 
to play in the major semi-final but Milton were beaten 
by Jamberoo 20-18.  

Sam Stewart snr has watched with pride as his son 
has combined his medical studies with enjoyment and 
success as a footballer, even though it is not in the NRL.

“I am very proud of him for many things, particularly 
the good person that he is,” he said. “He loves rugby 
league and the culture that goes with it. This comes 
across in both his studies and on the football field, 
because he just won’t give up.”

“I was stunned to win the medal.  
I know what a great player and person 
Michael is and to win this award is  
very humbling, as well as being a  
great honour.”
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The Foundation wishes to recognise the recent passing of the following 
people who left a positive legacy within the rugby league community.  
For more tributes or expanded versions, go to www.menofleague.com

REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
LEN BERTOLDO 
Tough prop Bertoldo, from Griffith, represented 
Riverina many times and was in the last Country Firsts 
team to beat City in 1975, a side that included other 
Riverina players Peter Kennedy, Steve MacDonald and 
Greg Brentnall. Len represented NSW that season.

He is not only remembered for his toughness and 
ability but for his generosity to younger players. It was 
not unusual for Len to turn up with a new pair of boots 
for some young player he had noticed who was not 
so well off. He was much loved and respected in the 
Griffith area and throughout the Riverina.

BARRY CALLINAN 
A man who grew to love rugby league at Quirindi and 
through his son’s club in Dubbo, Barry was supported 
by Men of League before losing his battle with cancer 
in October. Men of League assisted Barry’s wife 
Donna with grants to reimburse her accommodation 
while Barry was at Prince of Wales earlier this year.

Barry played with the famous Wynn brothers, Peter 
and Graeme, at Quirindi High and wore the famous 
Grasshoppers guernsey in the Group 4 competition. 

Barry had a 28-year NRL grand final attendance record 
until 2008 when illness put a stop to one of his most 
cherished treats. Barry is well respected in the Dubbo 
community and gave himself selflessly to charity work. 
He is survived by Donna, daughter Tara, son Matthew, 
daughter-in-law Isla and grandson Archie. 

RON CROWE 
League lost a great servant and character when Ron 
‘Dookie’ Crowe passed away at age 80. While he played 
at the highest level, he was a true country boy at heart. 

He began playing with his beloved West Wyalong 
aged 15 in 1948 and did not retire until he was 45. 
He represented Riverina, NSW Country, City, NSW 
and Australia. He also coached West Wyalong, 
Barmedman and Riverina. ‘Dookie’ represented 
Country Firsts in 1960 and made his Test debut in 
1961. When South Sydney signed him in 1962 he 

did not want to leave West Wyalong so commuted by 
plane each weekend. He played 15 first grade games 
for the Rabbitohs and represented City Firsts in his 
only season in the city. He played 16 matches for NSW 
and five Tests for Australia.

Ron and his family have been a large part of the West 
Wyalong community. He was made a life member of 
the football club in 1977 and the home ground is named 
after him. Men of League extends its sympathies to 
Ron’s wife, Nancy, his four children, Janice, Anne, 
Denise and Michael and their families and friends.  
Ron has 11 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren. 

JAMES EVANS 
James Evans was a rep player who gave much to his 
community and sport. A Souths junior who began his 
career with the Rabbitohs in 1948. He moved to Maitland 
where he represented Newcastle against the touring 
French in 1951 and played for Country Firsts against City.

After returning to Sydney in 1953 he linked with 
Newtown and joined the police force, marrying Audrey 
the same year. In 1954 he played for NSW six times 
and for City Firsts and also captained Newtown in 
grand final against South Sydney. 

Jim moved around the country areas of NSW from 
Bowraville, where he was instrumental in the local 
catholic school starting rugby league, to Catherine Hill 
Bay where he became involved with Swansea junior club 
and was involved in the formation of the local surf club. 

GREG FATNOWNA 
Greg Fatnowna grew up around Mackay and sadly lost 
his battle with lung cancer in July, still living in Mackay. 
Greg was often described as a humble man who gave 
so much to rugby league but expected nothing back.

During his life, Greg was involved in many teams and 
clubs from Gladstone to Moranbah and enjoyed nothing 
more than seeing kids he coached as juniors go on and 
play A grade with their club. Greg would regularly go out 
of his way to ensure kids were able to get to and from 
training and games such was his commitment.



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 37

REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
DES HAMPSON 
Des Hampson, who passed away aged 64 in June, 
loved rugby league and he played his last match at 
age 54 – an Old Boys match for Cobar when Des filled 
the halfback’s role. 

Born in Wollongong, Des was an outstanding athlete, 
representing Illawarra Rugby League at junior, minor 
and schoolboy levels, while he won many events with 
the Illawarra Blue Stars Athletic Club. 

Coming into Illawarra grade football aged 18, Des 
played first grade with Corrimal and Collegians and 
was a member of a Corrimal minor grade premiership-
winning team in 1970 and captain-coached several 
Collegians sides. 

MICK HUNTLY 
Mick was visited by Men of League during a break in his 
chemotherapy treatment for non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 
but could not beat the disease. 

Hailing from Mossgiel in the Riverina, he was a great 
league man over many years as a player, coach, 
administrator and strapper. 

He had a long association with Hillston Bluebirds, 
Ivanhoe Roosters and Hay Magpies. Despite still 
running a sheep and cattle farm in Mossgiel, Mick still 
kept in touch with his close mates at the Hay Magpies, 

HENRY MAXWELL 
Henry went to Batlow as player-coach in 1966 and 
remained in the Riverina until his passing in August. 
He was a Kiwi international who played in the 1957 
and 1960 World Cups. In 1956 he captained the Maori 
side that toured Australia. Stories of his size and 
immense strength in the scrums are well known.

JOHN (JACK) ORME 
Jack passed away, aged 87, in July. He was a life 
member of the Eastern Suburbs Referees Association 
in Sydney and was graded in the NSWRL competition 
in 1954. He earlier played with the Kensington club. 

NOEL PIDDING 
Noel was a goal-kicking winger and premiership-winner 
with St George in 1949, scoring two tries and kicking a 
goal in their 19-12 grand final win over the Rabbitohs.

He was the first Dragons player to top 200 points in 
a season (1951) and scored a record 27 points in the 
1950 City-Country match. On the 1952 Kangaroo tour 
he amassed 228 points, second only to the legendary 
Dave Brown’s 285 in 1932-33, while in 1954 he set a 
record for an Australian player in a Test against Great 
Britain with 19 points. He was 86.

GREG REDGROVE 
‘Rowdy’ Redgrove was a raw 19-year-old fullback in the 
Cessnock Goannas’ 1977 premiership side that boasted 
internationals Henry Tatana and George Ambrum. He 
was one of Cessnock’s finest old boys and well known 
through the league fraternity in the area.

ROBERT BRUCE SINCLAIR  
Robert Bruce Sinclair, aka ‘Barney Bear’, passed away 
in August, aged 79. From 1973-1976 he was the North 
Sydney Bears’ mascot, attending all their games and 
entertaining fans in his bear suit at North Sydney Oval.

Bruce played for Willoughby juniors and CYO teams, 
some rugby union with the Gordon club as well as 
basketball and boxing. He was also a very keen golfer. 
He was a true-blue Bears supporter and he will be 
sadly missed by his loving family and many friends.

LEO TREVENA  
Trevena, the Penrith Panthers’ inaugural first grade 
coach in 1967, passed away in July at the age of 84.  

Leo was also a Western Suburbs, Canterbury, and 
Parramatta player, who played in the Magpies’  
victory over South Sydney in the 1952 grand final.  
He transferred to the Canterbury Berries in 1954 
where he played 11 first grade games and captained 
the side. In 1955-56 he captained-coached Young 
in Group 9 before returning to Sydney in 1957 and 
playing for Parramatta. 

WARWICK WARLTERS 
Warlters, a fellow wool classer and great mate of the 
late Laurie Nicholls, Balmain’s No.1 supporter, passed 
away in August. 

He was a North Sydney junior who played some first 
grade and many lower grade games with the Bears, 
scoring the match-winning try in the 1959 third grade 
grand final. He was a through-and-through Bears 
supporter and loved rugby league right until his passing.
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Jamy is a former player with 
Balmain, Macquarie United, 
Cessnock, Orange Hawks, The 
Entrance Tigers (as a player and 
coach, including this year’s Ron 
Massey Cup side), Newcastle, 
Central Coast and Western 
Division representative teams. 

But he has taken head-on a new 
tough challenge after recently 
undergoing major surgery and 
intensive radiation treatment for 
throat cancer.

Jamy was visited at his home by 
Don Parish, and Central Coast 
committee members Neville 
Charlton and Dennis Tomsett.  
Don presented Jamy with a Men  
of League polo shirt. 

Jamy was in good spirits and 
is very positive and determined 
to resume his normal lifestyle 
following his treatment. He 
expressed his sincere appreciation 
of the support provided by the Men 
of League.

LENDING A HELPING HAND

(from left) Mick Tattam (The Entrance 
Tigers), Nev Charlton, Jamy Forbes 
and Don Parish

Balmain, first grade premiers 1947, 
with Jack front row far left.

JAMY SHOWS TIGER SPIRIT 
Jamy Forbes has shown extreme 
determination and courage for 
many years in rugby league as  
a player and coach. 

JACK RECALLS GOLDEN ERA 
John ‘Jack’ Brannigan was  
a proud member of one of  
Balmain Tigers’ greatest teams, 
the 1947 premiers. 

The side coached by Norm 
‘Latchem’ Robinson included Tom 
Bourke, Harry Bath, Pat Devery, 
Joe Jorgenson, Herb Gilbert, 
Bobby Lulham and Jack Spencer.

JOHN’S SPIRIT  
REMAINS UNBROKEN 
John Innes is not a man to give in 
easily. And the way he has tackled 
his setbacks head-on greatly 
impressed welfare officers Fred 
Jackson and Ken Vessey, from the 
Northern Sydney committee, when 
they visited John at St Vincent’s 
Hospital in Sydney.

John is slowly recovering from 
serious injuries sustained when his 
electronic motor scooter’s brakes 
failed while he was going down a 
steep hill in Bondi.

He made a split-second decision 
to crash into the back of a parked 
vehicle (also taking out a metal 
street sign), rather than going  
out of control into a busy 
roundabout at the bottom the hill 
and potentially being hit by cars. 
It was a decision that may have 
saved his life.

John, 55, suffered a broken arm 
and leg, cuts to his forehead, 
injured jaw and his electronic  
motor scooter was destroyed. 

But he is used to being beset 
with hurdles and had long 
shown admirable courage and 
determination to overcome them.

Born in Waverley and an Eastern 
Suburbs man all his life, he played 
junior league as a robust front-
rower and earned selection in 
the Roosters’ Jersey Flegg side 
in 1975, President’s Cup team in 
1977 and was graded in the under-
23s the same season.

However, when captaining Bondi 
United’s C grade side team and 
charging the ball up, his head hit 
an opponent’s hip and his whole 
body turned to jelly. 

He was rushed to the Royal North 
Shore Hospital where he was 
diagnosed with fractures to the  
C5-C6 vertebrae and classified  
a quadriplegic. 

Doctors did not anticipate John’s 
courage and determination and 
after a few years of rehabilitation 
he was able to walk short 
distances using crutches and 
acquired some movement in 
his arms. The original diagnosis 
was revised to an “incomplete 
quadriplegic” (some movement).

By 1985 John had learnt to drive a 
car using special hand controls for 
braking and accelerating, obtained 
his taxi license and drove his own 
taxi for 20 years. 

In 2006 fate dealt John another 
cruel blow when he was driving his 
electronic motor scooter and was 
involved in an accident with a truck, 
resulting in serious injuries that led 
to him again being diagnosed as a 
full quadriplegic. Since then John 
has qualified carers visit him daily to 
prepare him for the day and for bed 
of an evening.

Men of League were deeply moved 
by John’s story and his incredibly 
positive attitude during his long 
road to recovery.
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Alan Webb, Warren Thompson, Jack 
Brannigan and John Peard.

(from left) John Peard, John Williams 
and Warren Thompson.

Jimmy Shoulders with John Peard.

JOHN’S ‘GUNNER’  
GET BETTER SOON 
Warren Thompson, Alan Webb 
and John Peard made a much-
appreciated visit to John ‘Gunner’ 
Williams at St Luke’s Hospital, 
Potts Point.

The Tigers were in an outstanding 
era, making five successive grand 
finals from 1944-48 and winning 
three, which saw Jack have 
limited top grade experience but 
achieve what so many aspire to 
– a first grade grand final victory 
(13-9 against Canterbury). He was 
a front row forward and said that 
his biggest pay was £2 ($4) sign 
on fee.

These times were recalled 
when Men of League’s Warren 
Thompson, Alan Webb and John 
Peard visited him at Lewisham 
Nursing Home. 

Jack still watches regularly on TV. 
Special thanks go to Terry Williams 
from NRL Museum who provided 
copies of programs from 1947 
which we were able to give to Jack. 
On reading these he had tears 
rolling down his cheeks.

He was presented with a Men of 
League polo shirt and cap and 
conveyed to us his heartfelt thanks. 
If there are any former players 
who would like to visit Jack please 
contact the Men of League office.

SHOULDERS ON THE MEND 
Mudgee Dragons stalwart Jimmy 
Shoulders was delighted when 
league legend John Peard walked 
into his hospital room at the RPA 
in Sydney, where he had had his 
left leg amputated as a result of 
complications from a blood clot.

Peardy visited with fellow Sydney 
Metro welfare officer Alan Webb. 
Jimmy, his wife Denise together 
with their son Justin are involved 
with the Dragons where Jimmy was 
a handy utility forward in his day.

and also played against each other 
during their rugby league careers.

NOEL AND DON BATTLE ON 
Noel Hinton. a former 
Ngaruawahia (New Zealand) 
halfback, was pleased to receive 
a visit from Gold Coast Men of 
League members Greg Sylvester 
and Graham Farrar. 

Noel began his career as a 
schoolboy and represented North 
Island in 1952 and played all his 
senior football for Ngaruawahia, 
retiring in 1965. 

Noel’s brother Owen, a fullback, 
was named as a reserve for 
Ngaruawahia team of the century.

Eight years ago, Noel was 
operated on for prostate cancer, 
but unfortunately the insidious 
disease has returned. 

He is currently receiving 
chemotherapy treatment in an 
attempt to halt the spreading of  
this insidious disease.

Another member of the footy 
fraternity, Don Townsend, 
described his surprise visit from 
Men of League welfare officers 
as “the greatest buzz” he had 
received in years. 

Don greatly appreciated the visit 
from Gold Coast Men of League 
members Greg Sylvester, Tom 
Bishop and Bob Honan at the 
Sandbrook Assisted Aged Care 
complex in Burleigh Waters.

Although suffering dementia,  
Don is still extremely fit and agile. 

He played centre for Western 
Suburbs in the Illawarra and 
Wollongong competitions. 

Keith Barnes was a representative 
teammate for Illawarra, whilst 
Graeme Langlands was a great 
mate as he was progressing 
through the grades.

Gunner was doing rehab 
after undergoing a left knee 
replacement so he could return  
to his farm outside of Forbes. 
Many a story was told by Gunner 
and John Peard who have met 
several times at Men of League 
functions in the Forbes and  
Dubbo areas.

EX-FLYER REG RECOVERS 
Former Newtown and Penrith flyer 
Reg Hatton was visited at his home 
at Rockdale by Sydney Metro 
welfare officers Warren Thompson 
and Alan Webb. 

Reg has recently undergone a 
hip replacement, after having his 
knees done five years ago. He 
played for Newtown and Penrith  
as a winger. 

He was very fast and also 
competed as a professional runner. 
He was presented with a Men of 
League polo shirt and cap.

Warren and Reg had a lengthy 
talk as they both competed in 
professional sprint races winning 
many races (Gifts) between them 
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Joe Griffiths (left) with John Robinson.

JOE GRIFFITHS STILL 
REFEREEING AT 72 
Not too many whistleblowers can 
boast refereeing for 50 years – until 
the age of 72! 

But that is the case of Joe 
Griffiths, OAM, who was a 
recipient of a visit by Sydney 
Metro welfare officer Alan Webb 
and John Robinson, South Sydney 
halfback in early 1960s.

Joe has numerous health problems 
over the years but was in good 
spirits for our visit.

He played for Mascot in the South 
Sydney Juniors before taking up 
the whistle at the age 21 and went 
from the local league to the Sydney 
graded ranks. 

After having a break to coach, 
including University of NSW’s 
second grade, he did not hang up 
his refereeing badge until 2006. 

As a comitted rugby league man, 
Joe is also a life member of South 
Sydney Referees Association 
and in 2008 was honoured with 
the Order of Australia Medal for 
services to the game.

Outside rugby league, Joe was also 
a very good runner and competed 
for many years with Randwick-
Botany Harriers Athletic Club. No 
wonder he has always been able  
to keep up with the game.

DICK’S BUMPER MEMORY 
Dick Healy recalled the day he 
went head-to-head, literally, 
in scrums, with the legendary 
hard-man Frank ‘Bumper’ Farrell 
when he was visited at Hornsby 
Hospital by the Foundation’s 
Chris Letters, Fred Jackson and 
Ken Vessey.

Dick played for St George from 
1945-48 (and Easts in 1949)  
and was delighted when his 
visitors brought three programs 
from the era, courtesy of the 
NRL’s Rugby League Museum, 
showing him listed in the Dragons’ 
sides again Newtown, South 
Sydney and Balmain. 

He rattled off teammates’ names 
and memories before recalling 
the day he took on international 
enforcer Farrell.

He was asked “did you get the 
better of Bumper?” and Dick replied 
with a huge grin: 

“No, but I did subdue him,” adding 
that he always respected his 
opposition players.
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Northern Rivers president Phil Chesham, 
Georgia Molan and father David Nolan. 
Photo: Graham Broadhead.

FOUNDATION HELPS 
GEORGIA 
The Northern Rivers committee 
has chipped in to help the Wheels 
for Georgia appeal. Georgia Molan, 
11 of Alstonville, has severe brain 
injuries brought on through intense 
epileptic seizures and cardiac 
arrest she suffered not long after 
birth. She also has cerebral palsy.

Her family has been transporting 
Georgia to doctors and specialists 
appointments in a station wagon, 
which makes life difficult getting 
Georgia in and out of the car. 

Local charities and Coles and its 
employees set out to help raise a 
fantastic  $40,000 so the Molan 
family could buy a wheelchair-
accessible vehicle.

Men of League’s donation of $500 
was greatly appreciated by the 
Molan family.

‘TOUCHIE’ WITH A PLACE  
IN HISTORY 
Brien Gately, former first grade 
referee, holds a rare place in 
history as being part of a ‘first and 
last’ of a changing era. 

In 1981 Brien was touch judge 
in the last New South Wales v 
Queensland match played under 
residential rules (State of Origin 
became the norm in 1982). 

And in 1990 was one of the two 
first in-goal referees used in 
rugby league – during the 1990 
Canberra-Penrith grand final.

Brien was still recovering after 
having kidney stones removed 
when he was visited by Northern 
Sydney committee welfare officer 
Fred Jackson.

Brien became a referee in 1970 
in Leeton where he was stationed 
with the police force but returned 
to Sydney to progress through the 
Manly juniors to be graded as a 
touch judge. 

He became one of the most 
successful and recognisable 
‘touchies’ over the next two 
decades.

He officiated in many 
representative matches, including 
the Australia-France Test of 1981, 
Origin and grand finals.

Brien is also a life member to the 
Manly Warringah Rugby League 
Referees Association and the 
NSW Rugby League Referees 
Association.
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Morry Breen Oval, home of the Wyong 
Kangaroos on the NSW Central Coast, is 
synonymous with rugby league throughout 

NSW. The excellent facility at Kanwal has been used 
to for training camps for NRL teams, including the 
NSW State of Origin team, it has hosted NRL practice 
matches and NSW and national schoolboy carnivals 
plus Central Coast grand finals.

But who is Morry Breen? He’s unknown to most yet 
those who know of his achievements hold him in 
awe. Having just written a book about his life I can 
tell you Breen has been one of the most colourful, 
controversial characters who has lived on the Central 
Coast in the past 50 years.  

Football, though, has only been a part of his life. 
In 76 years he has been a builder, inventor, an 
environmentalist, a communist, a unionist, a socialist as 
well as a rugby league player, coach and administrator. 

He has educated, inspired, entertained and amused. 
He has abused, aggrieved and harassed politicians, 
bank managers, councils, trade union leaders and 
doctors to create a better world and along the way 
attracted the interests of ASIO who had a 150-page 
file, which I was able to access.

Breen came to Wyong from North Queeensland where 
he starred in South Townsville’s premiership victory 
as a 17-year-old in 1954. He had played or coached 
in Townsville, Innisfail, Mackay, Ayr, Brisbane Souths, 
Brisbane Brothers, Toowoomba All Whites, Eastern 
Suburbs, Wallerawang and finally Coonabaraban. 

He had played Foley Shield for five districts and was 
chosen in Toowoomba and Brisbane representative 
teams. He’d had two cartilage operations, numerous 
broken bones, hundreds of stitches in various parts of 
his body and almost died from acute appendicitis when 
working in Victoria during the summer months of 1960.

Morry was the first to admit his best playing days were 
behind him but his experience, knowledge, enthusiasm 
and personality saw him appointed Wyong coach 
ahead of 38 applicants in 1963. 

Wyong were not the strong club they are today. They 
had struggled through most of the 50s and disbanded 
in 1958 and 1959. In 1962 they failed to win a game 
and were a distant last on the bottom of the 10-team 
Central Coast ladder.

Morry coached Wyong for three years and although 
he failed to win a premiership he set the club up for 
the “golden era” to come, taking them to the finals and 
earning tremendous respect on and off the field. He 
was an excellent communicator and saw his role as 
being a life skills coach as much as a football coach. 

Wyong’s most successful coach has been Denis 
Smith, winning premierships in 1968, 1969, 1971  
and 1974. Smith attributed his success to Breen.

“I was 23 when Morry arrived on the Coast to be 
Wyong’s captain-coach in 1963,” Smith said. “I’d 
played about 100 first grade games with Wyong 
and The Entrance and regarded myself as a fairly 
knowledgeable, experienced footballer. It didn’t take 
long under Morry to realise the team knew very little. 

“Morry taught us about positional play, structure and 
how to run different angles and patterns. To Morry 
there was a purpose behind every play the ball 
and tackle. It was drilled in training and he had a 
blackboard in the sheds before each game with lines 
and arrows and circles going everywhere. He was 
years before his time.”

Morry retired after the 1965 season (age 38), his last 
game in charge being the bloodbath major semi-final 
against Woy Woy, where six players were sent off and 
a further three seriously injured and unable to finish the 
game. His battered body had survived the three years 
and was still able to win the coveted Sterland Medal 
(best Central Coast player) in 1964.  

However, his true legacy was still to come. The 
formation of a licensed club was in the minds of 
players and officials from the time of Wyong’s re-entry 
into the competition in 1960 but, despite numerous 
meetings attended by people representing different 
sporting organisations in Wyong, nothing eventuated.

THE NAME BEHIND 
KANWAL LANDMARK

In this new feature we look at folklore figures from country rugby league. 
Our first is Morry Breen who was a revolutionary man of action at Wyong.  

BY GREG TUNN
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Discussions continued until Morry, as club secretary, 
convened a meeting in May 1967. While there was 
debate about whether the club would be a leagues or 
sportsmen’s club it was presumed by all it would be 
somewhere in Wyong. All, that is, except Morry Breen.

“I knew it would be extremely difficult to get a liquor 
license in Wyong – there was already a surplus of 
hotels, clubs and bottle shops,” he said. 

“To me the best chance of getting a license was to 
build the club away from Wyong. In fact 10 kilometres 
away in Kanwal, a sparsely populated suburb in a 
semi-rural area next to the Pacific Highway. I was living 
there at the time and could see the potential of the 
area – and there were no existing liquor outlets.”

Everyone was astonished at Morry’s proposal, 
particularly as the club had no money and no land,  
let alone a license. Yet five years later Wyong Leagues 
Club was officially opened by ARL president Kevin 
Humphreys, on Sunday July 22, 1973. The ground was 
named Morry Breen Oval, in recognition of Morry’s 
vision, passion, leadership and determination to see 
the club’s plans succeed.

He was humbled and embarrassed by the honour and 
was reluctant to attend the opening because he felt it 
was unfair for one person to be signalled out from a 
determined group effort. 

He did attend, after quite some effort. He was working 
in Weipa and arrived late and bedraggled after 
catching a charter flight from Weipa to Cairns, then 
flying to Sydney via Brisbane and finally catching a 
train to Hornsby before hitch-hiking the rest of the way. 
At the AGM later that year Morry was made the first life 
member of the Wyong District Football Club Limited.

The Wyong Rugby League Club today owns a 
magnificent sporting complex with a beautiful playing 
surface, excellent drainage, lighting, electronic 
scoreboard, with well-equipped change rooms and a gym 
next to the leagues club, fully owned by the club which, 
including the other six clubs it owns on the Central Coast 
and in Goulburn, has over 35 000 members.

Morry can be seen and certainly heard at all home 
games from his position behind goal posts and 
Wyong’s defensive line. After the game he will be in 
the club enjoying everyone’s company and debating 
political, environmental and social issues as well as 
football. He has no official involvement and still speaks 
modestly of his contribution to the strong, successful 
club that Wyong is today. 

If you know of a ‘bush legend’ whose story is worth 
telling, email editor@menofleague.com with details. 

Groundbreaker: Morrie Breen today (above) and sent off in his 
last match for Wyong in 1975.
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GREEK LEAGUE NO MYTH 
BY STEPHANOS SIOZOS

When you think of Greece, usually the first thing that 
comes to mind is its idyllic islands, a cosmopolitan 
lifestyle, fantastic cuisine, a shot or two of Ouzo and of 
course the traditional smashing of plates during times 
of celebration. But rugby league? 

Greeks have been playing rugby league at 
international level for a while, but the teams that took 
the field on each occasion were exclusively made up 
of heritage players who were born and lived in either 
the UK or Australia. The challenge was to implement 
the right infrastructure so that the sport could grow 
locally and key to achieving this was to promote and 
initiate a local domestic competition.

Last year, three teams based in Athens and Piraeus, 
Promitheas Rendi (the first Greek rugby league 
club), A.E.K. Kokkinias and Pegasus N.Kosmos all 
took part in several regional tournaments and an 
Athenian championship, which was ultimately won by 
Promitheas Rendi. 

Since then, the sport has grown rapidly. Earlier this 

year the first Battle of Attica or ‘our version of the State 
of Origin’, as the locals call it, was also played and 
won by Athens XIII. The game between by Athens 
XIII and Piraeus XIII is a representative fixture that 
is set to take place at the end of each championship 
year, comprising of a mixture of players from all Greek 
based teams.  

But the growth doesn’t stop here. In August, the Hellenic 
Federation of Rugby League (HRLF) was officially 
recognised by the Greek Ministry of Sport and the HRLF 
has now been accorded official ‘observer’ status by the 
Rugby League European Federation (RLEF).

In October this year, a national first and second 
grade championship began with introduction of more 
teams, some of which include Aris Petroupolis and the 
Rhodian Rugby Unity.

So where to from here? Are the 2017 Rugby League 
World Cup qualifiers out of the question?

The locals in Greece seem to think not. Whilst 
soccer and basketball are still considered the main 
course on their sporting menu, people in Greece are 
quickly starting to gain an appetite for a game many 
Australians have loved and cherished for years.
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A Gold Coast school in the shadow of the glitter 
holiday strip at Broadbeach will make history 
next year by launching the first girls’ rugby 

league academy in Australia.

While nearby Keebra Park High School holds the title 
of the best boys schoolboy side in the country and has 
produced many NRL stars, Merrimac High School is the 
undisputed queen of the female version of the game.

And under the guidance of coach and mentor Dave 
MacColl, a league lover, former player, referee and 
nominated for NRL’s One Community ‘services to 
the community and rugby league’ award in 2013, the 
school will take the next step of having a centre of 
excellence for female footy players.

But don’t think this means it will be a haven for big bully 
girls who just want to get physical on the field. With 
strong support from principal Chris Tobin, the girls also 
know they have to play ball when it comes to discipline 
and academic effort. Being part of the rugby league 
teams at the school had already led to some detached 
students blossoming in their educational feats.

“We are very strong on the girls showing discipline, 
persistence and rigour generally in their attitude 
to school,” said Tobin. “If the students can get that 
developed in their sporting prowess we can use that 
and transfer it to their academics. We have kids in year 
12 who wouldn’t be here if it wasn’t for Dave and the 
programs in league that have been happening. 

“The program next year is not going to be rugby 
league all day every day; it will also be about the 
academics plus fitness nutrition, how we work as a 
team and work with discipline, media, and finance all 
based around rugby league.”

PE teacher MacColl, who played first grade in 
places like Berry, Shoalhaven, Smithtown, Central 
Charlestown, Wynnum Manly, Kempsey and 
Macksville, has tackled with passion the task of 
introducing league to the female students and 
providing an environment of discipline, teamwork, 
shared goals and a great deal of pride.

“I started with scallywag bunch of a dozen girls going 
down the wrong track, to where we took 50 girls away 
to Toowoomba for country championships and they 
went undefeated in every age group,” said MacColl. 

“To see the bond they’ve developed is wonderful. And to 
see them grow educationally within the school is just as 
satisfying. They know if they do not perform scholastically 
and show discipline, they are out of the program. One girl 
was expelled for throwing punch in the playground.”

Matiah Sessarago, a year 10 student and outstanding 
all-round sports performer, has been a real star. She had 
tried basketball, swimming, little athletics, soccer, touch 
football but was “too rough”. She fell in love with league 
after being approached by MacColl to join his team.

“I didn’t know what to do, but he said just run straight 
and it worked out I wasn’t so bad,” she recalled. “We 
know thought it’s about keeping our grades high and 
maintaining good behaviour is important. We want girls 
who deserve to be in the team.” 

The male students used to thumb their noses at girls 
playing “their game” - until MacColl set up a match 
between them. “Once we played them their thoughts 
changed - we smashed them,” laughed Matiah. And 
that’s not an exaggeration.

The Merrimac girls in 2013 played 46 matches in 
all age groups without losing, winning the Brisbane 
Broncos Cup, the Gold Coast Titans Cup and the 
Queensland country titles for the third year running.

QUEENS OF QUEENSLAND FOOTY
BY NEIL CADIGAN

Merrimac High rep players Amber Pilley, Brigid Mateariki and 
Matiah Sessarago.
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JOE GALUVAO 
MANLY SEA EAGLES

Joe is going to stay engaged with  
the game as an ambassador for  
NRL Welfare and Education and  
NRL One Community. Joe is 
passionate about helping young 
people at risk, and in particular in  
the area of suicide prevention. 

In addition to the mental health workshops he will help 
NRL Welfare and Education deliver to young players, 
Joe has set up his own business called ‘U CHOOSE 
Lifestyle & Fitness’ where he hopes to use fitness as a 
vehicle to engage with young people. 

He is also offering group and individual fitness training 
sessions; so if you’re looking for a great personal 
trainer, contact Joe. 

NRL WELFARE & EDUCATION
OUR PLAYERS ARE BETTER PEOPLE FOR HAVING BEEN PART OF THE LEAGUE.

This is the vision of NRL/RLPA Welfare and Education. From our 
Holden Cup “No Work or No Study = No Play” philosophy, to our 
NRL career and social responsibility programs through to transition 
services for retiring players, we aim to help players be successful 
on and off the field. Here are just some of their success stories.

In 2013, 23 players retired from playing NRL and 
several were presented with their bronzed boot as 
recognition of their playing career at the Men of 
League Gala Dinner. 

On grand final day, the NRL paid tribute to all the 
retiring players with an on-stage presentation and a lap 
of honour. 

This year’s retirees (or players heading to the English 
Super League) consisted Joe Galuvao, Roy Asotasi, 
Scott Prince, Matt Bowen, Brett Finch, Ashley Graham, 
Luke O'Dwyer, Ben Ross, Michael Weyman, Danny 
Buderus, Cameron Ciraldo, Michael Crocker, Dallas 
Johnson, Matt King, Chris Armit, Matt Cooper, Nathan 
Fien, Michael Henderson, Jason Ryles, Steve Turner, 
Corey Payne, Josh Miller and Shaun Berrigan, 

Here is a snapshot of what six of the retiring players 
have been doing whilst playing football to prepare for 
life after the game.

Retiring players 2013 who received their bronzed boots at the Men of League Gala Dinner:  
(from left) Matt King, Joe Galuvao, Steve Turner, Michael Henderson and Nathan Fien.
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NATHAN FIEN 
ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGONS

A keen businessman, Nathan is 
looking forward to launching himself 
full-time into the Fifo Capital cash flow 
lending business that he established 
last year. 

Not being a man to stand still for long, Nathan has also 
brokered a partnership with a corporate finance group so 
that between both businesses they will have all aspects 
of finance and mortgage broking covered. He is also 
looking forward to his role coaching the Thirroul Butchers.

MATT KING 
SOUTH SYDNEY RABBITOHS

The Rabbitohs are holding onto 
the talented Matt King in the role 
of development coach. Matt is very 
interested in helping young people 
build on their talents in rugby league, 
and to reach their full potential. 

You may not also know that Matt is a bit of an inventor, 
being the brainchild of the Crackit, a hybrid cricket bat/
tennis raquet. An ideal Christmas gift for the young ones 
– and the young at heart – that can be found at Rebel 
Sports. Media work is also on his radar in 2014.

MICHAEL HENDERSON 
ST GEORGE ILLAWARRA DRAGONS

Michael Henderson took advantage 
of the NRL Welfare and Education 
funding throughout his career by 
acquiring a number of licences 
related to construction and trades. 

This year he successfully launched from those 
foundations into an apprenticeship with a large  
electrical firm. He has also been a valued Apprentice 
Mentor this year in the Trade Up with the NRL program 
that aims to increase enrolment, retention and 
completion rates of rugby league players in a trade.

ROY ASOTASI 
SOUTH SYDNEY RABBITOH’S

Roy is another player who has  
a keen interest in business. Over 
the past two years Roy has been 
developing his business acumen 
through studies and engaging with 
an experienced mentor. 

Roy aims to further his business studies while in the UK 
(he has signed a two-year deal with Warrington) and 
has been exploring a range of commercial ventures. 
Watch this space for future ventures from Roy.

STEVE TURNER 
CANTERBURY BULLDOGS

You only have to turn on your TV or 
log on to the internet to catch Steve. 
A hard-working media personality, 
Steve has appeared on Fox Sports 
News and Views, commentating 
games on Fox and ABC radio, writing 

articles for The Roar website as well as holding down 
a full-time job in media with the Bulldogs. 

Steve also gives back to the game by being 
ambassador for NRL One Community and NRL 
Welfare and Education. 

Today we have a number of retired players who are 
employed in the game: 

Frank Puletua, NRL museum curator; Nathan 
Hindmarsh, One Community ambassador; 
Micheal Luck, football operations manager, North 
Queensland Cowboys; Adam Perry, NRL regional 
development manager (Riverina); Alan Tongue, One 
Community ambassador; Luke Burt, welfare and 
education manager, Parramatta Eels; Clint Amos, 
business development manager, North Queensland 
Cowboys; Denis Moran, Country Rugby League 
welfare ffficer; Jerry Seuseu, welfare and education 
manager, Warriors; Petero Civoineceva, One 
Community ambassador; Ben Rogers, community 
and charity support manager, Newcastle Knights; 
Peter Robinson, welfare and education manager, 
Melbourne Storm; John Wilson, Western Sydney 
game development manager; Hazem El Mazri, One 
Community ambassador, Craig Smith, welfare and 
education officer, Newcastle Knights; David Peachey, 
One Community ambassador; Shane Elford, welfare 
and education manager, assistant trainer, Penrith 
Panthers; Brad Drew, Australian institute of Sport 
programs (coach/manager); Luke Williamson, 
welfare and education manager, reserve grade coach, 
Manly Sea Eagles; Steve Meredith, social inclusion 
programs manager, NRL.

CANBERRA RAIDERS' welfare department is looking 
for businesses to take on some of their National Youth 
League boys next year in jobs and apprentices. If you 
are interested in taking on a player, please email Dean 
Souter at dsouter@raiders.com.au or Adam Roberts 
at aroberts@raiders.com.au for more details on how 
your business can get involved.
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MACCA HONOURED 
AS QLD'S BEST 
BY TONY DURKIN

Sunshine Coast committee treasurer Ray 
McKenzie has been named Queensland Men 
of League volunteer of the year.

Ray, a former high-ranking executive with the NAB, 
was presented with his award at the annual luncheon 
in Brisbane in September. He was saluted again at the 
Kick-Off Club at Mooloolaba Surf Club a few weeks 
later.

A resident of Coolum, Ray has been treasurer of the 
Sunshine Coast Men of League committee since its 
inception in 2007. 

He came to the position with an impeccable record 
in finance having held the highest positions in the 
National Australia Bank (NAB) both in Australia 
and New Zealand. He has proven himself to be an 
exceptional member the Sunshine Coast committee, 
honest beyond reproach, extremely diligent with 
regard to finances, and the first to put up his hand 
regarding fundraising. He is also extremely generous 
with his time.  

Ray is president of Coolum Beach Bowls Club and 
has successfully urged a large percentage of bowlers 

at the club to become Men of League members. The 
club’s courtesy bus is also full to the brim to attend all 
luncheons, bowls and golf days and regular Kick-Off 
Club functions at Mooloolaba. And on the occasions 
usual venues are unavailable the Sunshine Coast 
committee has always been able to access Coolum 
Beach Bowls Club – courtesy of Ray – for functions 
where the food, service and prices are outstanding.

Ray also regularly visits various welfare cases and 
uses his vast contacts to help with the purchase of 
various items – again at the right price – which may  
be needed to make their lives a little more palatable.

Even though his health has not been the best of late, 
Ray continues to be extremely active and always 
enthusiastic to carry out his duties for the Men of 
League, whenever and wherever needed.

Brisbane Broncos chairman Dennis Watt (right) presents Ray 
McKenzie with the Queensland Volunteer of the Year Award.

RUGBY LEAGUE TRIVIA

ANSWERS 1. Johnathan Thurston 2. Parramatta 1981-83 3. Darryl Brohman (1976) 4. Craig Greenhill, Gorden Tallis and Trent Waterhouse 5. 
Royce Ayliffe, Craig Young, Les Boyd, Ian Schubert

 1. Name the only Queensland player to have played every match in the record eight series wins.

2. Which is the only club to have won three successive NSWRL/ARL/NRL premierships since the 
Dragons’ world record 11 straight titles from 1956-66?

3. Who is The Footy Show panel member who won the Brisbane Rothmans Medal?

4. Name the only three players to be sent off in State of Origin.

5. Four of the first ever Australian Schoolboys side, coached by Roy Masters in 1972-73, began a 
tradition of later becoming full Australian internationals. Can you name them?
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Two of Queensland’s most passionate Origin 
fans joined Maroons coach Mal Meninga 
and Queensland Rugby League chief 

executive officer Robert Moore for the QRL’s Maroon 
Membership launch in October.

Fernvale-based small business owners Bill and 
Lyn Rose got in early by becoming the first fans to 
purchase a Maroon Membership ahead of the 2014 
Holden State of Origin series. 

Having signed up for the ‘Ultimate Queenslander’ 
package, the Roses have already secured their 
seats on the halfway line for games one and three at 
Suncorp Stadium next year.

“I’ve been a Maroons fan since day dot when Arthur 
Beetson ran out on to the field,” Bill, 67, said.

“I wanted Queensland to win then and I’ve wanted 
them to win ever since. My wife is even more 
committed to the Maroons and State of Origin than I 
am ... She just loves it.”

Bill and Lyn have owned and operated the Old 
Fernvale Bakery for nearly 30 years. The store is 
always decked out in Queensland colours in the 
months of May, June and July when their beloved 
Maroons go head-to-head with New South Wales. 

Meninga said his players were regularly inspired by 
such support. “Our fans are the best in the game,” 
Meninga said. “Their passion for rugby league in 
Queensland and our state in general inspires the 
players and coaching staff year after year.

 “You’ve only got to look at what people like Bill and 
Lyn have done last week and again today to see how 
much the Maroons mean to them.    

“I’d like to personally encourage as many 
Queenslanders as possible to follow the lead of Bill 
and Lyn by becoming Maroon Members. Our squad 
certainly enjoys the added support and colour that the 
growing membership base generates.”    

Moore said membership was the only way for fans to 
guarantee their seats to a match in Brisbane next year.

“We see membership as the way of the future,” 
Moore said. “Not only does it provide fans with great 

packaging options and extras, but it should give 
supporters a feeling of satisfaction as those who 
sign up are directly contributing to our development 
programs at grassroots level.”

QRL GRAND FINAL RESULTS 2013 
INTRUST SUPER CUP: Mackay 27 d. Easts 20 
FOGS CUP: Easts 40 d. Ipswich 18 
FOGS COLTS CHALLENGE: Easts 26 d. Redcliffe 16 

SOUTH EAST DIVISION 
BRISBANE PREMIER GRADE: Pine Rivers 19 d. Gaters 10 
GOLD COAST: Tugun 26 d. Southport 18 
IPSWICH: Brothers 32 d. Goodna 24 

CENTRAL DIVISION 
TOOWOOMBA: Gatton 32 d. Valleys 20  
ROMA DISTRICT: Miles 44 d. St George 12  
BORDER LEAGUE: Killarney 40 d. Inglewood 16  
WESTERN LEAGUE: Quilpie 36 d. Charleville 12 
CENTRAL WEST: Winton 30 d. Ilfracombe 22 
CENTRAL HIGHLANDS: Clermont 26 d. Emerald Tigers 20 
SUNSHINE COAST: Kawana 18 d. Bribie Island/Sea Eagles 14 
BUNDABERG: Wests 30 d. Brothers 12  
NORTHERN DISTRICTS: Avondale 34 d.  Agnes Water 20  
CENTRAL BURNETT: Monto 40 d. Eidsvold 12 
SOUTH BURNETT: Cherbourg 40 d. Wondai/Proston 14 
ROCKHAMPTON: Brothers 36 d. Biloela 26  
GLADSTONE: Valleys 30 d. Wallabies 12 

NORTHERN DIVISION 
BOWEN: Stingers 36 d. Bulldogs 18 
MACKAY DISTRICT: Souths 30 d. Moranbah 22  
TOWNSVILLE DISTRICT: Herbert River 24 d. Brothers 12  
CAIRNS DISTRICT: Kangaroos 32 d. Southern Suburbs 28 
MID WEST: Black Stars 32 d. Wanderers 28

BECOME A MAROON MEMBER
BY MICHAEL HILLIER

Maroons coach Mal Meninga flanked by Bill and Lyn Rose.
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The Rugby League World Cup has an intimate 
relationship with the birth of the game in 
France. Without France we may have never 

had the tournament, even though the French first 
proposed it two decades before it eventuated in 1954.

In late 1920s and early '30s rugby union in France 
was riddled with sickening violence on field, with three 
players killed in the 1929 and the death of teenage 
winger Michel Pradie the following year.

Coupled with secret payments to amateur players, the 
French Rugby Union was described as ‘shamateurism’. 
In 1931 the game’s governing body omitted France 
from the Five Nations Championship and all future 
international matches until they cleaned up their act. 
France was readmitted in 1939 but, due to World War  
II, did not play an official international fixture until 1947.

Meanwhile, rugby league had gained a strong foothold. 
On New Year’s Eve, 1933, Kangaroos tour manager 
Harry Sunderland organised a game between Australia 
and England in Paris. The French public, starved of 
international rugby, flocked to the game. Australia, led 
by the brilliant Dave Brown, ran out convincing winners 
63-13 in front of 10,000 cheering French in the snow. 

The next day, Jean Galia resigned from the French 
Rugby Union and set about starting the game of rugby 
league in France. On April 6, 1934 they were officially  
a rugby league nation.

Nine months later, the Rugby League Council debated 
a world championship proposed by the French, to 
include England, Wales, Australia and New Zealand. 
The council rejected the idea citing “the impossibility  
of fielding truly Australian and New Zealand teams.”

The Rugby League World Cup has been held infrequently over almost  
60 years but has a proud history that may never have begun if not for the vision 

and patience of a French war hero and league pioneer. BY ANDREW FERGUSON

OCT 30  France def. Wales 22-13; crowd: 13,240 
OCT 31  Great Britain def. Australia 28-13; crowd: 10,250 
NOV 7  Australia def. New Zealand 34-15; crowd: 20,000 
NOV 7  France drew with Great Britain 13 all; crowd: 37,471 
NOV 11  France def. Australia 15-5; crowd: 13,000 
NOV 11  Great Britain def. New Zealand 26-6; crowd: 14,000 

FINAL 
NOV 13  Great Britain def. France 16-12; crowd: 30,368

THE FRENCH BARRIERE 
THAT WOULDN’T BREAK

1954 WORLD CUP DETAILS

Paul Barriere (centre with dark coat) encourages the 
French side in the inaugural World Cup in 1954.
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As World War II drew nearer, France became more 
competitive. In 1938-39, they won the European 
Championship for the first time, defeating England 
12-9 and Wales 16-10.

But during the war the game suffered at the hands of 
the pro-Nazi, collaborative Vichy Government, which 
set out to ‘delete’ rugby league and almost succeeded. 

However, Paul Barriere, a decorated Resistance 
fighter, was elected vice-president of the French 
Rugby League in 1944, working as understudy to 
Marcel Laborde to become president three years later.

Four months later, Barriere proposed his idea for a 
world championship to be played between Britain, 
France, Australia and New Zealand. Barriere estimated 
the tournament would generate £24,000, more than 
enough to cover travel expenses for all teams. 

Barriere’s biggest hurdle was that France was not 
represented on the council. Thus, he proposed to form 
a new governing body that would include a member 
from all Test playing nations. The council agreed and on 
January 25, 1948 in Bordeaux, the International Board 
of Rugby League was formed. 

It took years to pull together but Barriere informed the 
IBRL in November 1952 the French would provide 
£25,000 towards expenses for the first World Cup held 
in rugby or league during April and May of 1954. 

The British accepted the proposal; however 
the Australian and New Zealand officials were 
apprehensive, only agreeing after Barriere increased 
France’s guarantee to £36,000, proposed to pay for 
the airfares of the New Zealand and Australian players 
and move the date to October to avoid a clash with the 
England's tour of Australia and New Zealand.  

The Australians agreed on the provisos that the French 
paid the return air fares for all players and £2,000 to all 
competing teams to cover accommodation and player 
allowances – but that the hosts should retain 20 per 
cent of all gate receipts to cover expenses and receive 
the first £5,000 of the profits, with the remainder to be 
shared equally between the other competing nations.
Shortly after, the New Zealand board approved of the 
World Cup concept. 

The French proposed to invite a team from the 
United States, as a means of taking the game to new 
shores, but other nations were concerned about their 
competitiveness. Barriere agreed that if the US were 
not good enough, he would invite Wales instead. On 
January 9, 1954 France beat a United States team 
31-0 and the decision was made to omit them. Wales, 
however, were not approached.

A month before the tournament was due to begin 
England suffered a blow when a number of prospective 
players refused to be considered for selection, as they 
believed the wages were too low, while others made 
themselves unavailable due to naval training.

Yet after 20 years, a World War, a government plot, high 
expense, deliberation and most of all, patience, vision 
and generosity by the French Rugby League, especially 
Paul Barriere, the inaugural Rugby League World Cup 
kicked off on October 30 with France beating New 
Zealand 22-13 in Paris before 13,240 spectators.

England went on to defeat France in the final 16-12. 
Overall, 138,329 people attended the seven games, 
bringing in around £45,000. France’s official outlay 
was £38,000. This left just £7,000 as profit. 

As agreed, France was to receive the first £5,000 
and the remaining monies would be split among 
the remaining countries. However the French tax 
department claimed all remaining funds, leaving the 
other countries without a bonus. Yet the French officials 
honoured their agreement of paying for each team’s 
airfares and expenses, leaving no country at a loss.

The inaugural World Cup was considered an 
overwhelming success. Australia team manager Jack 
McMahon rejoiced, saying: “It was a terrific gamble by 
the French, but it has been a great thing for our code.”

And as we have all witnessed in England in recent 
months, so it continues to be.

Kiwi captain Nathan Cayless holds aloft 
the 2008 Centennial World Cup.
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MEN OF LEAGUE MEMB ERSHIP  FORM Date:

❑ Individual $20 one off membership fee  
❑ Gold (Individual) $150 pa
❑ Corporate $150 pa

Company Name (corporate members only)

Name

Phone

Email

Postal address

Suburb

Date of Birth         M / F

Mobile

Website

State                  Postcode

If these details are not completed in full, the processing of your application may be delayed 

Please tick payment method: Direct Debit ❑     Cheque (to Men of League Foundation) ❑     Credit Card ❑

Please forward your membership application together with your payment ($20 individuals; $150 gold/corporate) to:
Men of League Foundation, PO Box 7049, SILVERWATER NSW 2128, or fax to 02 8765 2808

For further information please visit www.menofleague.com, email admin@menofleague.com or call 02 8765 2232

Occupation            Years involved in league (eg: 1968-79)

Short league history / cv (including clubs)

Favourite NRL team Are you an NRL club member?

Favourite state team How many NRL games do you attend per season?

Would you prefer to receive your magazine via:       post ❑ or email ❑

Are you already a Men of League Member?       Yes ❑ or No ❑

If so, please tick the appropriate box:       Corporate ❑ or Gold ❑

If so, would you like to receive two copies of the Men of League Magazine?    Yes ❑ or No ❑

Corporate or Gold members only - please select one of the options below:
❑ I will supply my company’s logo for recognition in the Men of League Magazine and on the website to 
admin@menofleague.com (where applicable) OR
❑ Please recognise my contribution by having my name in the Men of League Magazine and on the website OR
❑ I do not want to be recognised for my contribution to the Men of League in your Magazine or website

Name on card Type of card  Visa ❑   Mastercard ❑

Card number

Expiry date CCV Signature

Please debit $20 / $150 from my credit card      $20 individuals ❑    $150 gold/corporate ❑

For direct debits, Men of League will contact you with further details. 
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FORMED IN 2002 THE FOUNDATION HAS:
• Spent more than $2,500,000 caring for  
 the rugby league community
• Provided more than $500,000 in  
 medical equipment
• Made more than 5000 welfare contacts with  
 people in hospital or other forms of care in  
 order to check up on those in need
• Awarded 10 Scholarships, which have   
 positively impacted recipients’ lives
• Donated memorabilia to other charities or  
 co-sponsored events to the value of more  
 than $600,000
• Organised more than 600 fundraising events
• Reconnected thousands of people to the  
 game of rugby league
• Built one of the largest organisations of its  
 kind in the world

MEN OF LEAGUE FOUNDATION  
GOLD & CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP
LET’S KEEP THIS GOING

To keep this going we invite you to become a 
Gold or Corporate member of the Foundation. 
The cost of this membership is $150 per year. 
By becoming a Gold or Corporate member 
you are making a significant contribution 
in ensuring the good work of the Men of 
League continues. Apart from the personal 
satisfaction you receive in making this 
contribution there are also other benefits.

THESE INCLUDE:
• Recognition of your membership annually in  
 the Men of League Magazine and our website
• A Gold or Corporate Membership Plaque
• A Gold or Corporate Membership Badge
• Annual subscription to the Men of League  
 Magazine
• Information on Men of League events

Part or all of your contribution is tax deductible
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CANBERRA MONARO 
BY NOEL BISSETT

On Friday, September 6 we held our inaugural Kick 
Off Club with a luncheon at Hogs Breath Café, Philip. 
There were many stories of present and past times 
and the meeting of old and new friends, which certainly 
added to all having a great time on the day. To further 
the success, several new members were welcomed.

David Thom (proprietor of Hogs Breath and Men of 
League member) is to be congratulated for not only 
providing his facility for this occasion but also for the 
time and effort he went to in ensuring this luncheon 
was successful. It must be mentioned the food that 
Dave prepared for us was absolutely delicious.

Our Goulburn colleagues held a golf day on October 
11, the fifth year this event has been held. Once again 
this occasion was well organised and the following 
personnel are congratulated for the effort they have 
given to make this day both enjoyable and successful: 
John Payne, Barry McKentee, Steve Jones and Geoff 
Peterson. Also for looking after the BBQ and ensuring 
no one suffered from dehydration throughout the day, 
thanks go to Kevin Naismith, Rod Friend and Ken 
Lockyer. The major sponsors are also acknowledged 
and recognised for their contribution in Steve Jones 
from Merino Superfine Shine along with the Goulburn 
Workers Club.

Our committee is busy organising our annual bowls 
and luncheon day, which will be held on Saturday, 
November 23 at the Canberra Bowling Club. Forrest. 
An invitation is extended to all members from other 
committees. We hope you will be able to come to the 

COMMITTEE NEWS

BUNDABERG 
BY TERRY DODD

The year is fast drawing to a close. The annual 
golf day is set down for Friday, 15 November. The 
response to this day has been outstanding; we are 
nearing 20 hole sponsors at the time of writing, along 
with a maximum of 30 teams already booked for the 
three-person Ambrose competition. Some drinks, food, 
(BBQ all day), golf fees, golf cart and quality prawns 
are all included for $60 per player ($180 per team).

The 2013 Kick Off Club meetings have been a lot of 
fun, however I am still disappointed that we are not 
attracting more members as it is a great get together, 
especially during the football season when we watch 
Friday Night Footy on the big screen at Salter Oval. 
Many thanks to the BRL president Mike Ireland and his 
committee for allowing us the use of their clubhouse. 
Our final Kick Off Club meeting for this year will be on 
November 29, so come along and have a Christmas 
drink with us.

The 2014 sportsmen’s dinner will be held on Friday, 
February 28. We are in negotiations with a quality 
guest speaker for the occasion, so please keep the 
date free as it is a night you would not want to miss.

Another plea from the president to all members: 
could you try to introduce one new member to the 
association by Christmas. That would be a great 
Christmas present if you can.

Enjoying good company at the inaugural Kick Off Club  
(from left): Dave McLean, Max Wolens, Dave Maloney,  
Dave Thom, Dave Eveden and Con Coutsolitis.

National Capital and enjoy this day with us.

In the local grand finals, the first grade game at Seiffert 
Oval was a very exciting and skilful match between the 
Queanbeyan Blues, coached by former Raiders captain 
Simon Woolford, and Queanbeyan Kangaroos, coached 
by former Brisbane Bronco Aaron Gorrell. With the 
score locked at full-time the Kangaroos went on to take 
the premiership in extra-time.

If there are any members who are not yet on our local 
database, please contact us to ensure you receive all 
of our local news and future events.
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AT SPORTINGBET.COM.AU
*TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY. PLEASE VISIT WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS. IS GAMBLING A PROBLEM FOR YOU? CALL 1800 858 858 OR YOUR LOCAL STATE GAMBLING HELPLINE. 

iPhone IS A TRADEMARK OF APPLE INC., REGISTERED IN THE U.S. AND OTHER COUNTRIES.APP STORE IS A SERVICE MARK OF APPLE INC. 

Sportingbet’s App for iPhoneTM is 
available FREE from the App store.

NO QUEUES.
BEST PRICES.

WESTERN (NSW) 
BY GEOFF MANN

Rambo, you are a champion bloke! Anyone who knows 
Ronny Gibbs knows he is passionate about rugby 
league – especially the Sea Eagles and the Maroons – 
but he is equally devoted to the community.

Whilst rugby league blood runs through his veins, the 
Brewarrina-born lad with the big heart is committed to 
enabling his Aboriginal brothers and sisters and all the 
kids out west to get the most out of life.

"Rambo" uses footy as his tool to engage the young 
people of Walgett, Collarenibri, Lightning Ridge, 
Goodooga, Weilmoringle, Brewarrina, Bourke, Cobar, 
Wilcannia, Nyngan, Warren and all places in-between.

His message is always “work hard, go to school, never 
give up, you can achieve great things if you have a go.”

With wife Megan and his adoring family, Ronny was 
feted at the Country Rugby League awards dinner on 
the eve of the NRL grand final.

A humble man – despite the nickname, a tribute to his 
lead-from-the-front Sly-Stallone-like charges for the 
Sea Eagles – Ron was awarded the AAMI Service to 
the Community trophy for his ongoing contribution.

The testimonial read: “Ron Gibbs has been involved 
in rugby league and Aboriginal affairs all of his life and 
the former player continues to promote the positive 
impact rugby league has in the community, striving to 
make a difference in the communities where he works. 

"Ron travels in excess of 80,000km each year running 
clinics in schools and the broader community and 
provides significant opportunities to local people to  
be involved in Rugby League at all levels.”

Earlier this year Ron fulfilled one of his proudest 
dreams. He selflessly worked with the Men of League 
to get a specially-modified vehicle for a Brewarrina 
man who was stricken with motor neurone disease.

Ron wept unashamedly when Fred Gibson and his 
wife Rosie were handed the keys of the van. He wept 
uncontrollably a week later when the man whose life 
had taken on new hope because of the care factor and 
the giant heart of Ronny ‘Rambo’ Gibbs passed away.

He has been a selfless advocate for men and women 
who have fallen ill or on hard times and keeps the local 
committee up-to-date with those who may need a visit 
or some extra help. 

“Rambo is far and away the biggest contributor of 
prizes, raffle and auction items at our local Men of 
League bowls and golf days,” said Western committee 
chairman Martin Cook. 

“He is very generous in donating from his vast 
personal collection of rugby league memorabilia he’s 
picked up over the years.”

Ron Gibbs was also recognised at the NRL’s One Community 
Awards in September. He is pictured here with his AAMI 
Service to the Community Award.
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Ends 21/07/13. Harvey Norman® stores are operated
by independent franchisees.

SHOP with CONFIDENCE.
Visit your local store:
Call 1300 464 278
(1300 GO HARVEY) for
your nearest store.

Shop online or mobile:
harveynorman.com.au
Choose to pick up in store
or have it delivered.

256405_NAU

*1. Delivery and installation must be within a 15km radius of the store from
which the goods were purchased. Delivery and installation will be arranged for
a time convenient to both parties. Installation is standard desktop installation
only. Excludes provision of cables. Further terms and conditions apply. See
in store for full details. *2. Tech2Home Pty Limited ACN 105 020 906 is an
independently owned and operated entity. Trademarks embodying the words
“Harvey Norman” are owned by Harvey Norman Retailing ACN 010 542 524 and
used under licence by Tech2Home Pty Limited ACN 105 020 906.

Bring the real cinema to home. The Hecto
incorporates short-throw laser display
technology from its projector onto a
unbelievable 100” screen. Hecto will
change the way owners design their home
theater. Why go to the cinemas when you
have this mammoth sized screen?, You’ll
be sure to entertain your guests as you
watch your favourite movies and shows.

The products in this advertisement may not be on display or available at all
Harvey Norman complexes. If you wish to view these products in person, you
should ring 1300 GO HARVEY (1300 46 4278) before attending any complex
to check to see if a franchisee at that complex has these products in store.

100”

INCLUDES 1TB TWIN
TUNER PVR HR938T

^Not available in all stores
tv, audio, antenna, networking installations

BONUS*1

DELIVERY &
INSTALLATION

*2

$8999
LG (100”) 254cm ‘Hecto’
Laser Display Pack^.
HD laser technology, Wi-Fi built-in,
1000000:1 contrast ratio, HD DivX, includes
a 100” gigantic screen. HECTO.PACK

With the 100” LG Laser Display you get a truly
cinematic experience. The sheer size of the display,
that is equal to four 50-inch class TVs, will make
your home feel like the Theatre.With the stylish,
slim and narrow design, your entertainment
experience is evenmore immersive as the space
between the screen and the bezel narrows lets you
enjoy the full size of the screen.

— Chase, HOME THEATRE SPECIALIST

CENTRAL COAST 
BY DENNIS TOMSETT

Our annual race day was held in July and a record 
number of 260 attended a very successful social and 
fund raising day. We greatly appreciate the support of 
the Gosford Race Club and the MC Reg Delaney in 
helping to make this day a must-attend on our events 
calendar each year.

Many thanks to our race sponsors: The Coast & 
Country Insurance, The Grange Hotel, Erina Rugby 
League Football Club, The Glason Group, The 
Entrance Leagues Club, Brisbane Water Glass, 
Pearce’s Plastering and Gosford Motors.

Clubs NSW in the Gosford Shire conducted their 
annual presentation to nominated charities at 
Davistown RSL. President Don Parish expressed his 
sincere appreciation of the support of the club industry 
for Men of League. Don also detailed the assistance 
that we have given to those in need in our community.

We have enjoyed a very successful and gratifying year 
in our fundraising activities and we thank our many 
supporters for making this possible. On behalf of our 
committee we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a 
safe and prosperous 2014.

Old players reunite (from left): Pup Commons, Terry Goovan, 
Bub Wilkinson, Peter Mutch and Peter Louis.

TOWNSVILLE 
BY BARRY BUCHANAN

Well done to those members who shared a bus (kindly 
donated by Wayne Campbell) with the Cowboys Old 
Boys to support the Herbert River Crushers dinner in 
Ingham. 

The function raised much-needed funds for Paul 
Dezolt, who requires ongoing medical support.

At the annual Cowboys-Broncos derby dinner we 
were able to auction an original piece of memorabilia 
commemorating the Townsville Test between Australia 
and New Zealand. 

The substantial amount raised was only made possible 
by the generous support of the ARL, North Queensland 
Cowboys, Mick and Fay Crawley of Doo Town Frames, 
auctioneer Ewen Jones and the successful bidders, 
Guilford Coal.

Our first attempt at a bowls day on Sunday, August 11 
was disappointing from a numbers point of view but 
hailed a success by the 24 who attended. Two hours 
of very social bowls was followed by a barbecue lunch, 
a couple of cold drinks, presentation of prizes and a 
raffle draw. 

Everyone won a prize. Thanks to Mick Lindenberg 
at the Thuringowa Bowls Club, Gavin Johnson and 
his Kirwan Sports and Community staff, Lion and the 
Cowboys for ensuring the day was an enjoyable one.

Readers are reminded that membership of Men of 
League is open to both men and women and therefore 
all events held are mixed. 

Keep on caring for the rugby league community.



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 57

NEWCASTLE HUNTER  
BY ROSS GIGG

We are gearing up for a big finish to the year with three 
major events planned. The bowls day at Nelson Bay 
on September 29 was another huge success. The 
day runs so smoothly thanks to the volunteers and 
organising committee. 

A big thank you goes to the bowling club for a 
wonderful lunch and a great atmosphere in perfect 
weather. And thanks to all of the companies who 
sponsored prizes on the day. The annual night at the 
trots on October 26 at the Newcastle Paceway was 
shaping up well at the time of going to print. This was 
the third running of the trots night. 

Thank you to the following sponsors on the night: 
Garaty Murnane Insurance, EC Throsby, Peterkin 
Consulting, Global Realty Partners, Wrap it Up and to 
the major sponsor of the past three years John Cootes 
Furniture. 

We will once again venture to Cypress Lakes for our 
end of year golf day. This will be our third day at this 
wonderful course and Merv Haywood and the staff 
look after us very well as do Tooheys. All players 
receive a cart, golf ball, tees, water, BBQ lunch and 
refreshments are available on course at great prices. 
Contact Ross Gigg ASAP for bookings 0409 154 233. 

We were happy to help member Ray Edgerton and his 
family out with some nice auction items at a fundraiser 
held on October 12. 

Ray’s daughter and son-in-law Mick and Danielle Frith 
lost their house when it burnt down in September. John 
King and Ross Gigg paid a visit to Harbourside Haven 
in October to present the residents with their prizes in 
the NRL tipping competition they run. 

Dean Carney and the staff do a great job and 
Men of League have a wonderful relationship with 
Harbourside Haven. Later in the day John Peard 
entertained residents with some funny stories and Leo 
Toohey belted out some fine tunes.

League legend John King presents winning Harbouride Haven 
tipster Jack Middlemiss with his prize.

NORTHERN RIVERS  
BY BARRY CHEADLE

Golfers playing in the annual Northern Rivers Men of 
League golf day at Ballina will now be competing for 
the Bob Abbott AM Trophy.

Bob, who turns 86 in December, is a former Australian 
Rugby League general manager. He also was a 
foundation member of the Cronulla club, of which he is 
a life member.

Bob now lives at Tintenbar in northern NSW and was 
instrumental in the establishment of the Northern 
Rivers branch. He is the patron.

Northern Rivers president Phil Chesham said it was 
decided to name the trophy after Bob as a way of 
honouring his achievements in league and his work 
with Men of League on the Northern Rivers. Bob was 
"very honoured" by the gesture. 

“We were battling at the start (setting up Men 
of League on the Northern Rivers) but now our 
committee is great and doing a great job,” he said. “We 
have a good future.”

Bob says his legacies from his time as ARL general 
manager from 1982 until 1993 include establishing 
the ARL as an independent body and fostering the 
international development of the game. He pays tribute 
to the work of former ARL chairman Ken Arthurson in 
achieving those goals.

“Our achievements are evidenced by having so many 
countries competing in the World Cup,” he said.

He rates the establishment of Men of League as being 
one of the best things he has seen in his 60 years of 
involvement in the game. “In all my years, I’ve never 
seen anything more progressive than Men of League,” 
he said. “The care that is being given will live long in 
my memory.”

Bob Abbott, AM, is presented the trophy that bears his name 
by Northern Rivers president Phil Chesham.
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NORTHERN SYDNEY  
BY KEN VESSEY

Our committee has been busy in recent months with 
growing numbers of welfare visits and an increasing 
presence in the community through the following 
functions held:

• May 3: Our annual golf day was held at the 
picturesque Long Reef Golf Club, Collaroy, where 
more than 100 players enjoyed a competitive 
four-person Ambrose competition followed by a 
scrumptious lunch and lots of fun. A special thanks 
to the Long Reef club management for making the 
day a success. 

• June 29: We held our inaugural Northern Sydney 
Men of League awards night at the Manly Leagues 
Club, honouring twelve people nominated by the 
Manly Warringah Junior Rugby League Clubs and 
the Manly Warringah Referees Association for their 
outstanding contributions to the game in the area. 
A special award was made to Ron Dean for his 
lifelong services to rugby league. Unfortunately Ron 
was not able to attend and the award was accepted 
by his wife Helen. Geoff Toovey, a product of the 
Manly Warringah juniors, was on hand to present 

each nominee with a specially designed plaque for 
the occasion. The local clubs really supported the 
event, with 120 in attendance, and we look forward 
to holding the function annually. The highlight of the 
evening was to witness Geoff Toovey shaking hands 
with a former ARL referee, when he presented the 
well-respected Barry Cross with his plaque. Special 
thanks go to the management and staff of the Manly 
Leagues Club for their co-operation and efforts in 
making the night a success.

• July 27: We manned a Men of League table at the 
busy Forest Way Shopping Centre, Frenchs Forest 
for several hours to lift the profile on the Men of 
League Foundation. The event was successful, with 
number of new members signed up and we plan to 
do it again at other local shopping centres.

• August 2: It was our pleasure to hold a second 
Northern Sydney Men of League awards night, 
this time honouring seven people from the North 
Sydney Junior Rugby League clubs and North 
Sydney Referees Association for their remarkable 
contributions to rugby league. One of North Sydney’s 
favourite sons, Greg Florimo, presented the plaques 
to each proud nominee. We were moved by the 
enthusiasm of the local clubs in supporting this night, 
with 110 people in attendance and a good number of 
new members were signed up.

Recognised at awards night: Back row (from left): Barry 
Hanley, Mark Moy, Kyle Jefferys, Martyn Heath. Front: Melissa 
Kidd-Read, Ross Ruhan, Brian Barry, Greg Florimo.

Don’t forget to share details of your upcoming 
events and fundraisers with head office so 
they can go up on the Men of League website 
and Facebook pages and we can help get as 
many people along as possible. 

Email admin@menofleague.com  
or call (02) 8765 2237.
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ROMA 
BY OWEN LINGARD

Men of League, in conjunction with the Roma and 
District Rugby League, held a members’ function at 
the Intrust Cup game between Redcliffe Dolphins 
and Central Queensland Capras. Memorabilia was 
auctioned by Terry Hyland and a significant amount 
was raised. Guest speakers were Petero Civoniceva, 
Jason Hetherington and Darryl Van de Velde. 

Bob Jones named his best Roma/Redcliffe side with 
names like Beetson, Higgs, Fullerton Smith, Thorne 
and the Cherrys. A big thank you to Grant Cleal, the 
Redcliffe CEO, for donating auction items and the 
Taroom Battlers for bringing a bus load of former 
players.

John Barrett, OAM, presented Peter Flynn, president 
of Roma DRL and Men of League committee member, 
a framed photo of his father from his playing days in 
1929 for his services to rugby league and to Men of 
League. A mobility scooter was presented to Gary 
Wilson and we have been advised that this has 
improved Gary’s quality of life to a high level.

Roma committee won the Queensland award for the 
membership drive and the prize was an invitation to 
be guests at the Queensland annual lunch. This was 
attended by Brian Jones, Steve Outen, Lyle Cherry 
and Owen Lingard. Our next goal is to increase 
membership in the far South West and the number of 
events in the Roma and district.

Gary Wilson displays his new mobility scooter to (from 
left) Steve Outen, Mal Saunders, Frank Saunders, Sharon 
Bainbridge, Brett Cherry, Owen Lingard and Lyle Cherry. 
Photo courtesy: WESTERN STAR.

TUGGERAH LAKES 
BY GREG TUNN

The newly formed Tuggerah Lakes committee 
celebrated its launch with an informal gathering 
of more than 60 members enjoying the generous 
hospitality of Wyong Leagues Club on September 20.

With the existing Central Coast committee being so 
large (more than 500 members) it was decided another 
committee should be formed for the many footballers 
and supporters living in the northern suburbs of the 
coast. Denis Smith and Rod Wicks were the driving 
forces and were elected president and secretary. 

Morry Breen, a legend in country football in NSW and 
Northern Queensland, was a unanimous choice as 
patron. Breen came to Wyong as coach in 1963 and is 
largely credited with establishing Wyong Leagues Club 
and the magnificent sporting complex at Kanwal.

Membership has reached more than 100, which 
includes some members who have transferred 
from the Central Coast. The membership drive is 
continuing and we are aiming for 200 for the official 
launch planned for November 29 at the Wallarah 
Bay Recreation Club. All members are encouraged 
to attend and bring along a guest to join on the night. 
More information will be provided in coming weeks.

There are already plans in 2014 for a race day at 
Wyong Race Club and a golf day at Wyong Golf Club.
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SOUTH COAST 
BY PAT BANNON

George and Judy Georgiou hosted the Burrill Lake 
Tippers Club presentation at the Burrill Lake Lions 
Park on September 14.

Special guests included former Rabbitohs players Ron 
Coote, George Piggins, Ray Branighan, Gary Stevens 
and Wayne Stevens.

During the presentation of prizes Ron Coote and 
George Piggins (both South Coast committee patrons) 
were very happy to accept a Men of League donation 
of $900, which was made up from donations from 
members of the Tippers Club with George and Judy 
matching their donations.

This is the third year in a row that the Burrill Lake 
Tippers Club has made a Men of League donation, for 
a total of $2300.

South Coast Men of League thank all the tippers and 
hope their generosity continues in the future.

George Piggins, Jill Hore (oldest lady tipper and keen Souths 
supporter), George Georgiou and Ron Coote.

SUNSHINE COAST 
BY TONY DURKIN

Laurel Hagan, the woman behind the successful 
footballing, business and administration career of 
former Test centre Bob Hagan, has become a vital 
member of the Sunshine Coast committee.

Mrs Hagan and former Brisbane Brothers player John 
Gribble have joined the committee, with John Bourke 
(ex-Queensland hooker) taking over as welfare officer 
after Don Oxenham resigned his position.

While Laurel Hagan may well be a new committee 
member, she has previously worked tirelessly for the 
Men of League Foundation alongside husband Bob. 
She never misses a function and, with fellow good 
Samaritan Pat McKirdy, has been the first point of 
contact on the reception table at every Kick Off Club, 
luncheon and golf day.

Laurel and Pat are the backbone of our local 
committee. They are the kind of people every 
committee needs – they simply turn up, smile 
continually and get the job done. 

Laurel joins 10 other female committee members of 
the Men of League Foundation.

Laurel Hagan (left) and Pat McKirdy.
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SOUTHERN DIVISION (QLD) 
BY ANDREW O’BRIEN

Southern Division held its annual fundraiser with John 
McDonald as guest of honour and Ken Arthurson, 
Allan Smith and Peter Betros in attendance. More than 
$9000 was raised. Pat Johnson was named Volunteer 
of the Year for the area. 

The committee’s golf day was also a success with 
Barry Muir, Wally Fullerton-Smith, Colin Scott and 
guest of honour Michael Hancock attending.

On stage at the fund-raiser (from left) Joan and John 
McDonald, John Barrett and Ken Arthurson.

SOUTHERN SYDNEY 
BY TERRY HUGHES

The 1973 grand final tribute lunch on July 26 was 
attended by more than 150 people who enjoyed a 
relaxed and fun afternoon. The late change of MC did 
not detract from the afternoon with Greg McCallum 
conducting a number of well-researched and 
humorous interviews with Freddie Jones, Peter Peters, 
Cliff Watson, Tommy Bishop and Greg Pierce. We 
would like to thank our loyal group of sponsors who 
again provided a number of auction and raffle prizes, 
which ensured a positive fundraising result.

A Kick Off Club luncheon at JD’s on September 20 was 
attended by 30 loyal supporters who enjoyed a relaxed 
afternoon discussing the final series over a couple 
of drinks. Numbers were down for this event due to 
the funeral and wake for a well-known local sporting 
identity. We would like thank the Cronulla Bowls Club 
for their generous donation of $1000, which was 
received prior to luncheon.

A Kick Off Club luncheon is being planned for Wanda 
Surf Club for early December. Keep an eye on our 
website for further details.

UPPER HUNTER 
BY PETER FORD

The Upper Hunter committee, formed in mid-June, 
hit the ground running with a Men of League dinner 
held at Muswellbrook RSL in July. This dinner formally 
introduced the committee to the local community and 
was a hit with some great entertainment delivered by 
John Peard, a look at the life of Noel Kelly and some 
very talented crooning from Leo Toohey. Jim Hall 
delivered the message of Men of League to ensure 
the combination of personalities proved thoroughly 
entertaining. We wish to thank again the Men of 
League representatives that attended and helped us 
start to spread the word to a new area.

Our committee was invited by Hunter Valley Group 
21 to attend their 2013 presentation night on August 
28, which allowed exclusive access to all clubs 
within the playing district. Jim Hall and Upper Hunter 
president Peter Ford were interviewed and enjoyed 
a welcoming reception when introducing the group 
executive, referees committee and each playing club 
to the wonderful achievements of the Men of League 
Foundation. Many club representatives stopped for 
a yarn after the formalities and we look forward to 
working with each group in fundraising together for the 
cause.

The Group 21 grand final was hosted by the Denman 
Devils, with the devils and the Group 21 committee 
kindly allowing Men of League a designated area at 
the ground. New membership forms were flying out 
fast and we look forward to our local member numbers 
rising. In conjunction with the local radio station 2NM 
who were calling the games, Men of League packs 
were awarded to the man of the match recipients in all 
three grades and we were also privileged to have John 
Quayle call in for a chat and watch the main game with 
us. We wish to thank the Denman Devils and Group 21 
for enabling us to be a part of the biggest day in Upper 
Hunter rugby League.

We also had the first of our informal Kick Off Clubs in 
the Upper Hunter at Denman over the October long 
weekend which proved to be a great social outing with 
plenty of banter about past and present players and 
premierships won and lost.

Keep an eye out for our upcoming events across the 
Upper Hunter; we welcome all to be involved! 

Don’t hesitate to contact me on 0421 805 235 for 
further details on how you can be a part of the Upper 
Hunter Men of League efforts.
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ILLAWARRA 
BY PETER FITZGERALD

Our finals luncheon was held at Wests Illawarra 
Leagues Club on Friday, September 27 with 280 
members in attendance.  A huge thank you goes to 
MC Darryl Brohman and guests Steve 'Blocker' Roach, 
Paul Sironen and Trent Barrett for providing the 
entertainment.  Also a big thank you to Wests Illawarra 
for staging the event.

On the local scene, Collegians won the Illawarra 
Coal League grand final against Helensburgh 29-
28 with Collies five-eighth Sam Duggan slotting 
a match-winning long range field goal with 30 
seconds remaining. The lead changed five times with 
Helensburgh Tigers missing two field goal attempts in 
the final frantic minutes while Collies also failed with 
their first shot.  

But when the ball came to Duggan 40 metres out with 
time running out he nailed the field goal perfectly,  
giving it just enough power to carry the cross bar.  
It was a classic decider which will be filed under the 
‘had-to-see-it-to-believe-it’ category. Helensburgh won 
the reserve grade over Wests 22-10, Corrimal claimed 
the Coal Shield with a convincing 25-6 defeat of Norths 
and the under-18s was won by the Shellharbour 
Sharks over Wests 26-22 after scores were locked 22-
all at the end of regulation time.  

In the Ladies Premiership, Helensburgh Tiger-Lilies 
defeated Corrimal Cougars 42-4.

In Group 7, Gerringong kicked two crunch time field 
goals for a stunning 14-13 extra time victory over 
Warilla at Nowra Showground. In reserve grade, 
Warilla defeated Gerringong 18-10 while in under-18s 
Kiama beat Berry 26-10.

Our final event of the year will be our Christmas 
Kick-Off Club at Collies Leagues Club on Tuesday,  
December 3 from 4pm-7pm. 

Our AGM is on 28 November at 4pm at the Steelers 
Club, Wollongong. As our organisation is always 
looking for volunteers, we would appreciate members 
attending who are looking to help out with welfare or 
with our fundraising functions.

Have a safe and happy festive season and hope to 
see you at our functions in 2014.

RIVERINA 
BY DAVE MULROONEY

As this magazine goes to print, planning was well 
under way for the Men of League Race Day and 
sportsman’s evening on October 19. Special guests 
to the day included Royce Simmons, Tim Moltzen and 
Curtis Sironen. Incorporated in the day was a reunion 
of ex-Riverina representative players. This function 
had created huge interest.

Closely following this event will be the Cootamundra 
bowls day organised by local members Tom Spain and 
Jim Moon. Going on the success of our previous bowls 
days it should be a great get-together of former Group 
9, 10 and 13 players.

SYDNEY METRO 
BY BRAD RYDER

Our committee held its sixth luncheon, this time at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground on Friday, August 16, with 
a 470-strong gathering, the biggest luncheon crowd 
the Steve Waugh Room had seen. Dual masters of 
ceremonies were Tim Gilbert and Steve ‘Chimes’ Gillis, 
while NRL CEO Dave Smith said his organisation is 
totally committed and supportive of the fantastic Men 
of League and wants to forge a strong partnership.

Brad Fittler spoke of the 1992 World Cup as video 
highlights were shown. A tribute was shown to our 
late friend Graham Murray, as Steve Gillis made a 
warm speech on the man we knew as ‘Muzza’. NRL 
Commission chairman John Grant also spoke. A toast 
for outgoing ARL boss Geoff Carr was also given.

Steve Gillis began looking back at the various World 
Cup series. Paul Dunn, who turned 50 the week 
before, spoke about the 1988 campaign, Ian Schubert 
covered the 1975 series, John Grant 1972, Ron Coote 
and Noel Kelly spoke about 1968, while ‘Ned’ also told 
us about 1960, followed by Keith Barnes on 1957.

John Peard did his usual funny stories and jokes to 
lots of laughter from the crowd, which was obviously 
having a good time. At 5pm the gathering was invited 
to walk across the hallowed turf of the SCG to meet up 
at the historical Ladies Stand bar where we kicked on 
for a while.
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