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We sadly lost one of our greats in 
May with the passing of legendary 
player and Immortal Reg Gasnier, 
aged 74. Aptly named ‘Puff the 
Magic Dragon’  Reg could do things 
on the field that were out of the 
reach of most players - but on or off 
the field Reg was more than just a 
great player, he was a great man, 
a talented commentator, journalist 
and a citizen of the highest standing. 
On top of that, Reg was a loving 
husband to Maureen and amazing 
father to his two children.

We also bode a sad farewell to 
long time Men of League supporter 
Ross Gigg who was the driving 
force behind the Newcastle/Hunter 
committee. From his days as a 
player in Penrith, to his commitment 
and contribution to Men of League, 
Ross was a man of integrity and was 
respected by all who knew him. He 
is survived by his wife Lynda and 
two children. Our hearts go out to 
the family and friends of both men.

June is set to be a big month for us 
as we prepare for round 16 and Men 
of League Weekend. Rugby league 
is about more than what happens 
over 80-minutes on the paddock - it’s 
about the families, team players, 
mateship, children falling in love with 

the game and legends sharing their 
legacy with the next generation.

In celebrating Men of League 
Weekend we’re calling on rugby 
league teams and clubs around 
the country to pull up their socks 
and show their support for the 
Foundation. Commemorative socks 
are available for purchase via our 
website now, with a percentage of 
every sale helping us continue our 
efforts in providing welfare and to 
support our rugby league family.

As we continue to strengthen as 
an organisation and look to the 
future, we are thrilled to welcome 
experienced rugby league coach, 
commentator and analyst, Stuart 
Raper, as our NSW state manager. 
Stuart is responsible for continuing 
to build an active, engaged and 
sustainable volunteer community, 
ensuring we foster a strong 
community and grassroots network 
to continue the valuable services of 
Men of League.

On a separate note, Men of League 
is in the midst of a membership drive 
that has seen NSW and Queensland 
committees go head to head in a 
race to see who can get the most 
new members before July 9, 2014. 
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When it came to sport, Reg Gasnier could 
do just about anything. At school they all 
thought he would play cricket for Australia 

too. He was a first grader with St George, and once 
played in a NSW XI against Fiji alongside greats 
like Keith Miller, Richie Benaud, Alan Davidson, Neil 
Harvey and Norm O’Neill.

As an athlete he ran like the wind. He played baseball 
for NSW. He played more than useful golf. When it 
came to speed of body and mind, and to matters of 
hand-eye co-ordination, he was one out of the box.  
A natural.

He chose rugby league as the expression of his talent 
because he loved the game. And when the tributes 
flowed at his passing, there was overwhelming 
consensus. He was the greatest of them all.

It had been said before of course. The legendary 
league president Bill Buckley reckoned he was the 
best player he had ever seen. So did Dave Brown, 
whose own deeds as a pre-war international centre 
made him one of the game’s greats. But when Gasnier 
died on May 11, a day short of his 75th birthday, his 
peers lined up to endorse his greatness.

Norm Provan was at the head of the queue. It was 
impossible to exaggerate Gasnier’s greatness, he 
said. Arthur Summons reckoned there were no 
words to describe Gasnier’s unique gifts. John Raper 
emotionally declared him simply the best.

To the men who played with him, Gasnier’s pre-
eminence was reflected in a thousand personal 
experiences. But to those who watched him, the 
imagery was hardly less. He had a distinctive running 
style, shoulders hunched, head slightly back, with 
a high knee action. I first saw him play in 1960, his 
second year in Saints’ top team, and the memory of it 
is indelible.

Gasnier’s greatness was built on his ability to change 
pace and direction with such subtle deception, and at 
such speed, that tacklers were often left groping at thin 
air. In days when cover defence was more to the fore, 
Gasnier had a unique ability to manipulate defenders. 

The words legend or genius are used too generously in sport. But not in 
the case of Reg Gasnier, one of the original four Immortals, who died in 
May. Those fortunate enough to watch him half a century ago pay tribute.  
BY NORM TASKER

GRACEFUL GAZ ONE OF A KIND

Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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They would analyse their angles and time their arrival 
according to the approach that covered most attacking 
players.

But when they got there Gasnier would be gone. 
He would have shifted gears and ghosted them. He 
seemed to have a built-in synchro-mesh, a sort of 
automatic transmission that defied the normal rules of 
geometry on which defenders relied. A friend of mine 
who was a devoted St George follower through their 
11-premiership run put it this way:

“Reg was the first (and best) to show us that a few 
truly gifted athletes can at least give the bewildering 
appearance of increasing speed with a change 
of direction (a swerve more than a step) which 
contradicts one of physics’ immutable laws. So if 
you were a scientist playing against ‘Puff the Magic 
Dragon’ you were pretty well buggered.”

Many who played against him would not necessarily 
concur that Gasnier was bound by the laws of physics 
. . . certainly not when the wind was in his hair and a 
try was in the offing. Arthur Summons was his captain-
coach on the 1963-4 Kangaroo tour of Britain and 
marvelled at his brilliance. But it was his experiences 
playing against Gasnier that remain more vivid.

“He was without doubt the best player I’ve seen,” 
Summons offered. “Everything appeared so easy to 
him. He could bend and pick a ball from the ground 
seemingly without slackening pace. When he ran he 
seemed to glide. I chased him many times, and I would 
be flat chat and he seemed to be trotting.

“You can’t describe the athleticism. As an athlete and 
as a footballer he was beyond description. He was 
also a very humble person. Nature’s gentleman.”

Norm Provan had been a member of four St George 
premiership sides when Gasnier was introduced to first 
grade in 1959. Gasnier had been brought on slowly 
despite a towering reputation that had been born in 
his mid-teens. He was probably ready for first grade at 
17 but a wise father and a caring club held him back. 
Once there, it took him only a few months to make the 
1959 Kangaroo tour.

“He was an instant success,” Provan offered. “There 
was so much natural skill, but Reg also had a very good 
football brain. He seemed to know where to be to take 
the best advantage of whatever was on offer. So many 
times when I ran with the ball I would hear the call. ‘S-t-
i-i-i-i-c-k-s!!!’ he would shout, and there he was for the 
pass, travelling flat chat. Playing with him was a dream.”

Gasnier was a sensation on the 1959 Kangaroo tour. 
A break he made in the third Test from deep in his 
own territory, and the subsequent artistry that gave 
Brian Carlson a famous try set him up as the ‘Prince of 
Centres’. It was a title he justified through half a dozen 
more Saints premierships and two more Kangaroo tours. 
Sadly, for a man who deserved a tumultuous send-off, it 
all ended very dismally for him in France in 1967.

Gasnier had broken his leg leading the team, as 
captain-coach, in the first Test of the tour. He returned 
in a low-key match at Avignon, testing himself gingerly 
in a variety of positions. Somehow he knew it wasn’t 
going to work, and when he limped off shortly before 
the end of the game it was all over.

A stellar career was done and few really noticed. But 
the celebration of it never really ended. He was one 
of the original Immortals. Statistics paint part of the 
picture. He played 39 Tests. He scored 219 tries in 223 
first class games, and gave plenty more to his wingers. 
He was at the hub of sensational club success, and an 
international revitalisation as well.

Yet, when all is said and done, it was not so much 
what Gasnier did that made him the inimitable 
champion that he was; it was the way he did it. The 
rapier-like breaks, the devastating change of pace, the 
searing swerve. Nobody ever played the game quite 
like Reg Gasnier. 

Probably nobody ever will.

To typify Gasnier’s aura worldwide, this message 
was received by respected scribe Ian Heads from 
former chairman of the French Rugby League, 
Louis Bonnery, and was read at Reg’s funeral:

The French Rugby of XIII is very sad this morning 
at the announcement of the departure of “DRAGON 
MAGIQUE” (Magic Dragon). I would appreciate if 
you would kindly if possible pass on to the family 
our deep respect and the sincere condolences from 
the whole of Rugby XIII of France. The association 
of International of Rugby XIII is united in the pain 
that has touched the Rugby XIII. 

As for me I had the honour of playing in Avignon in 
his last match and I have his autograph signed by 
him that day.

“You can’t describe the 
athleticism. As an athlete 
and as a footballer he was 
beyond description. He was 
also a very humble person.”
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For better or worse Balmain legend and 
Kangaroo captain Keith Barnes was ideally 
placed to watch the glittering unfolding of  

Reg Gasnier’s rugby league career.

The best position was in 1959 playing fullback for 
Australia and watching 19-year-old fresh-faced 
Gasnier on the first of his three Kangaroo tours 
inflicting massive impact and collateral damage on 
England’s rugby league reputation.

For Barnes applauding Gasnier’s brilliance as a Test 
teammate was far preferable to playing fullback for 
Balmain and watching the most sophisticated and 
stylish attacking player rugby league has ever known 
coming at you in St George colours.

“You just never knew what was coming next. He was 
just a magnificent footballer,” Barnes said. “He had 
everything, a body swerve, speed and acceleration. 
He could stand you up or run around you. There was 
no better sight in rugby league than when he threw his 
head back and left them standing.”

His Test and St George teammate Graeme Langlands 
said that when he arrived at Saints in 1963 Gasnier 
was already a star.

“My first memory is always of walking in and heading 
toward the sideline and seeing this bloke racing up 
the field, head back, ball under his arm. I didn’t have 
to ask: ‘Who’s that? I remember once watching him in 
a game beat half a dozen players to score a try. He just 
kept going past them.

“Fullback was a great position for me to see how brilliant 
he was. You’d see him get the ball and before you could 
blink he had scored or set someone up for a try.”

Gasnier was a finely-tuned machine that generated 
tries, for himself and, almost as frequently, for wingers.

Although he would make two more Kangaroo tours, 
it was the 1959 side that established Gasnier as an 
international phenomenon. The slush of England’s 
playing fields was as accommodating to his skills and 
footwork as the rock hard Australian surfaces.

“He was a great player. Along with Eric Ashton (English 
captain) he’s the best centre I’ve ever seen,” says David 
Bolton, the former Lions halfback who played in three 
Test series against Gasnier before settling in Australia 
and winning a premiership with Balmain in 1969.

“He was very fast and very deceptive. You never knew 
what he would do next. He’d be running straight and 
then veer left or right. He was a big part of the Ashes 
staying in Australia.” 

Gasnier could have taught a riverboat gambler about 
deception and was enriched with attacking skills so 
varied, that if they were isolated and distributed equally 
they could have turned half a dozen journeyman 
players into champions.

He missed the first six tour games with the 1959 
Kangaroos to recover from a hamstring injury suffered in 
the premiership semi-finals but the delay was worth the 
wait when he made his debut against Widnes. The first 
time he touched the ball he scored, running 70 metres 
to capitalise on space created by his centre partner for 
years to come Harry Wells. Two more tries followed. 

Barnes was fullback when Gasnier played his first Test 
on the 1959 tour, scoring three tries that blew away 
English scepticism that he was overrated. It substituted 
dread that he would be a recurring threat to England’s 
ambitions to long term retention of the Ashes and 
teeth-gnashing regret that he was not a Pom.

Among his triumphs was a third Test try he engineered 
with a feint, a step and the acceleration of a Ferrari, for 
winger Brian Carlson. “I have never had a centre set 
me up so beautifully for a try,” Carlson said. Highly rated 
Australian forward Arthur Clues, who settled in Leeds, 
said it was the greatest Test try he had ever seen.

Fitting genius into its appropriate time frame is not 
always a hazardous puzzle.

“Gasnier would be just as devastating nowadays in 
the modern game as he was when he played,” says 
Barnes emphatically.

GENIUS IN ANY ERA 
BY RAY CHESTERTON
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NEW SOUTH WALES

CANBERRA MONARO 
President: Noel Bissett 0407 597 533
Secretary: Susan Gerrard 0406 378 086

CENTRAL COAST  
President: Don Parish 0414 353 141
Secretary: Trevor Andrews 0412 694 857

CENTRAL WEST  
President: John Lasker 02 6852 2477
Secretary: Norm Cook 0458 658 827
 
FAR SOUTH COAST 
President: Terry Dickson 0429 449 058
Secretary: Damian Kennedy 0417 069 723

ILLAWARRA 
President: Peter Fitzgerald 0412 263 733
Secretary: Barry Harle 02 4229 1545

MACARTHUR/STH HIGHLANDS  
President: Ron McEntee 0448 118 789 
Secretary: Stephen Hazelton 0450 010 770   
 
MID NORTH COAST  
President: Brian Atherton 0427 523 818
Secretary: Kevin Rayment 0427 533 644

MID WEST  
President: Badger Babbage 0428 164 398
Secretary: Elwyn Lang 0429 721 266

NEWCASTLE HUNTER  
President: Garry Leo 0400 421 767

NORTH COAST  
President: Peter Barrett 0414 227 068
Secretary: Terry Clark 

NORTH WEST  
President: Don Pascoe 02 6742 1560
Secretary: Kevin Robinson 02 6760 5067

NORTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Neil Whittaker 0412 488 037
Secretary: Denis Bendall 0435 057 477

NORTHERN RIVERS  
Patron: Bob Abbott AM 
Secretary: Tony Cicchinelli 02 6621 3096
Media Officer: Barry Cheadle 02 6686 2977

NSW POLICE 
Patron: Andrew Scipione 
President: Dennis Clifford 0411 266 610

RIVERINA 
President: Dave Mulrooney 0438 017 428
Secretary: Ian Lloyd 0457 850 384

SOUTH COAST  
President: David Hayward 0405 102 361
Secretary: Matt Adams 0421 274 155

SOUTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Terry Hughes 0447 488 052
Secretary: Grahame Bowen 0400 355 500

SYDNEY METRO  
President: Henry Morris 0418 115 706
Secretary: Seamus O'Connell 0411 126 060

TWEED DISTRICT  
President: John Strong 0421 971 586

UPPER HUNTER  
President: Peter Ford 0421 805 235 
Vice President: Peter Collins 0419 763 279 

WESTERN REGION  
Secretary: Ross Tighe 02 6882 4649
Vice President: Bryson Luff 0438 058 563

WESTERN SYDNEY  
President: Steve Winbank 
Secretary: Garry O'Donnell 0418 699 257

TUGGERAH LAKES  
President: Denis Smith 
Secretary: Rod Wicks

QLD AND AFFILIATED STATES

BRISBANE  
President: Ron Atkins 07 3355 7271
Secretary: Vance Rennie 07 3350 6436

BUNDABERG DISTRICT  
President: Terry Dodd 0414 526 828
Secretary: Chris Sullivan 0407 425 563

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
President: Andrew Lawrence 0448 813 666
Secretary: Mick Roach 0400 638 249

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND  
President: Paul Fowler 0407 640 533
Secretary: John McAllister 0411 752 391

FRASER COAST 
President: Peter Stephensen 07 4122 2868
Secretary: Bob Wicks 0419 722 746

GLADSTONE  
President: Mark Graham 0431 709 476
Secretary: Chris Anderson 0404 543 216

GOLD COAST  
President: Ian Amos 0417 005 180
Secretary: Mick Toomey 0422 870 025

GOONDIWINDI 
President: Trevor Brown 07 4671 2882
Secretary: Col Trehearn 0427 712 679

GYMPIE  
President: Ross Groundwater 0408 825 466
Secretary: Greg Pountney

MACKAY 
President: Owen Cunningham 0407 916 657  
 
ROCKHAMPTON  
President: Ron Milne
Secretary: Dominique McGregor

ROMA   
President: Owen Lingard 0400 496 507
Secretary: Julie Walton 0437 721 527      

SOUTHERN DIVISION   
President: Andrew O’Brien 0417 748 489
Secretary: John Dent 0400 046 214

SUNSHINE COAST  
President: Bob Hagan 0419 252 092
Secretary: Ross Meldrum 0418 500 928

TOWNSVILLE  
President: Tim Nugent 0419 730 700
Secretary: Terry Feeney 0488 000 899

VICTORIA  
President: Peter Foreman 0439 533 171
Secretary: Greg Brentnall 03 8412 4905

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
President: Dave Cannon 0428 895 211
Secretary: John Barry 0417 732 660

WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
President: James Sullivan 0414 733 083
Secretary: Justin Reid 0488 906 665

QLD STATE COMMITTEE
Qld State Manager: Steve Calder
President: Darryl Van de Velde
Committee: Ken Brown, Ben Ikin,  
Anthony Joseph, Mark Mackay, Mark Murray, 
Peter Psaltis, Justin Ribot, Wayne Roberts,  
Greg Veivers, Angelo Venardos, Tony Woodgate

YOUR MEN OF LEAGUE LOCAL CONTACTS
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The sight of the endearing character of the 
much-travelled Noel ‘Ned’ Kelly at hundreds of 
functions and welfare visits throughout NSW, 

Queensland and beyond will ensure he endures as 
a larger-than-life face of what the Men of League 
Foundation has represented for over 12 years.

And at the forefront during all that time has been 
founding father Jim Hall, who was the chief 
administrator of the Foundation in its embryonic years, 
driver of some of the most important welfare initiatives 
and NSW state manager.

Kelly and Hall, inaugural national board members, 
stood down from the committee in March, along 
with secretary Neil Musgrave. Earlier another great 
contributor to the Foundation, former international 
Royce Ayliffe, also resigned his position.

All made the significant contributions to an 
organisation that grew from an idea to help rugby 
league people who may have fallen on hard times, 
to a 41-local committee strong, 25,000-membership 
Foundation that has been a revelation in rugby league.

Hall, a lawyer who played first grade for four clubs 
from 1965-73 and alongside Arthur Beetson for Hull 
KR in England, has a rich history in the game and 
continued to serve it long after retirement. He became 
head of the video review committee and then NRL 
judiciary chairman. Yet, more significant for readers of 
this magazine, it was Hall and former teammate of the 
1960s Max Brown who combined with Ron Coote to 
establish Men of League in 2002. 

Hall was instrumental with Graeme Hughes in 
launching the first gala dinner, now a highlight event 
on the league calendar, in 2002. He ran the secretarial 
aspects of the Foundation in its initial stages before 
Peter Simons came aboard in 2003 and Martin Cook 
was appointed as the first full-time manager in 2004. 
Later he became NSW manager, overviewing the 
activities of the many NSW committees.

While, like ARL Team of the Century member Kelly, 
he was visible at functions and was passionate about 

visiting those from the league family who needed 
company and assistance, the benefit of Hall’s vision 
and drive can be seen in the welfare and benevolence 
aspects that he was so dedicated to.

“Jim was a very passionate advocate for the welfare 
of members,” says Cook, manager for seven years but 
now a national board member and living in Dubbo. “He 
was behind the four units we have at Shoal Bay, The 
Men of League wing at Harbourside Haven nursing 
home, which is for use of our members.

“He was also behind $50,000 donation from Barry 
O’Farrell’s State Government last year. Jim has been a 
driving force and a great benefit to me over many years.”

‘NED’ KELLY AND 
OUR HALL OF FAME

We pay tribute to two of the pioneering figures in the Men of League’s 
success over its first 12 years, Jim Hall and Noel Kelly. BY NEIL CADIGAN

Founding father: Jim Hall
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While literally thousands would have been entertained 
by the humble and humorous Kelly during his many 
visits throughout the countryside, few would have been 
aware of the pain he often went through to travel those 
miles. Old footy injuries saw ‘Ned’ undergo surgery for 
his back, knee (two replacements) and shoulder in the 
past decade but he refused to let the discomfort stop 
him bringing light into the lives of others.

“I don’t think people understand that he travelled great 
distances for Men of League often in pain because of 
his back,” says Simons. “He would get out of a vehicle 
and hardly be able to walk but he never complained and 
just shook it off. He was committed to going to a charity 
event and it wasn’t going to stop Ned helping out.

“The pleasure he gave to so many people who heard 
his stories, and the pleasure he always had telling 
his stories, is what will always stay with me. He was 
so generous with his time and he never said no to 
anything.

“He also served on the benevolence committee and 
was very diligent to ensure there was fairness and 
people were looked after but things were managed 
and controlled properly.”

National chairman Ron Coote also paid tribute to the 
pair, as well as Musgrave and Ayliffe.

“They all did an enormous amount to make Men of 
League what it is today and worked tirelessly with 
diligence and effort over many years,” he said. “Ned 
and Jim were founding board members; of course 
Jim was there from the embryonic stages of the 
Foundation, and each made a significant contribution 
to the board.

“Along with Royce Ayliffe, they were on the welfare 
committee and did great jobs in helping people who 
fell on hard times and needed to put their lives back 
together.”

Simons described Hall as “the soul of the organisation”. 

“His feelings for people in regard to fairness, 
generosity and kindness are the things that stand out 

in my mind,” he said. “He epitomised the soul of the 
Men of League Foundation. He came up with the ideas 
of the benevolence; in my mind he was the spiritual 
founder.”

Musgrave was very much a behind the scenes hard 
worker who served as secretary for five years after 
moving to Sydney from Orange where he successfully 
owned and ran the Orphir Hotel.

He diligently kept meetings records, networked with 
enthusiasm and was the Foundation’s most involved 
member in assisting horse racing’s well-known owner 
Nick Moriatis in staging the very successful annual 
Cox Plate race day, which is a major fund-raiser for the 
Foundation.

Ayliffe was a foundation board member in 2002 and 
also served on the welfare/benevolence committees 
and readily gave time and valuable expertise to ensure 
the Foundation has become the success it is.

Central Coast president Don Parish, who toured 
alongside Kelly with the 1959 Kangaroos and played 
with him at Wests for seven seasons, said he felt 
privileged to have combined with Kelly again in 
bringing joy and comfort to so many people through 
their involvement with the Foundation.

“We came from an era when there wasn’t a lot of 
money in the game but to be a part of an organisation 
led by men who still want to put a lot back into the 
game, and to help those who may be doing it tough, 
has been very gratifying and satisfying,” he said.

“We should forever recognise the role Ned and Jim, 
and the other guys, played in that. Many people are 
very grateful.”

“His feelings for people 
in regard to fairness, 
generosity and kindness are 
the things that stand out in 
my mind.”

Larger-than-life: Noel Kelly (right) with Tom  Raudonikis and 
Ben Elias at a gala dinner.
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The last few months have been a very busy 
time at Men of League. Our local committees 
have kicked into overdrive implementing their 

fundraising and welfare programs for the year. We have 
a packed scrum of activities planned and members 
are encouraged to keep an eye out for events in their 
local area. Having the support of our members and 
community is crucial as we rely on these events to raise 
funds for our welfare programs nationally.

The board signed off on the revamped strategic plan 
for Men of League in March and head office has since 
begun implementing the proposed strategy. It is our 
vision that Men of League be the most trusted and 
respected welfare organisation in the sporting sector. 
Our mission is to protect and enhance the lives of 
individuals in the rugby league community.

Men of League has also been working closely with the 
NRL on a range of initiatives. Our collective desire is to 
see the game continue to grow - from the grassroots 
right through to the elite levels - and to see the players 

MESSAGE  
FROM THE CEO

and rugby league community across these levels 
prosper as happy and healthy individuals. Men of 
League will continue to forge closer ties with the NRL 
in the future.

June 27 to 30 will mark the annual Men of League 
Weekend, which is when we will run our ‘Pull up your 
socks’ campaign. In doing this, we are asking all rugby 
league clubs, from junior teams right through to the 
NRL, to purchase and wear a pair of Men of League 
socks in round 16 as a show of support. 

I would also like to extend an invitation to all our 
members to attend our signature Men of League 
events on the 2014 calendar - the annual gala dinner 
in Sydney on October 1 and the annual Queensland 
luncheon on September 25. For more information 
please visit our website – www.menofleague.com. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for your ongoing support of the Foundation and 
our local committees. I look forward to collaborating 
more with our members. 

What a wonderful past we share as members of the 
Men of League and what a bright future we have to 
look forward to.

Since 2002, the Men of League Foundation 
has hosted an annual gala dinner to generate 
much needed funds to assist with the welfare 

efforts we provide to those experiencing tough times. 

This dinner is the pinnacle event on the Men of League 
calendar with the aim to raise over $200,000 for the 
Foundation on the night. 

This year the function will be held at The Star at 
Pyrmont in Sydney on Wednesday October 1. The 
night will play host to the who’s who of rugby league 
and will honour the 1963 Kangaroos team. 

The 1963 Kangaroos were the first Australian team 
to win the coveted rugby league ‘Ashes’ trophy in 
England. Ten previous attempts had been made by 
Kangaroo tourists and no Australian side had won the 
Ashes in Great Britain. 

The win was a pivotal moment in rugby league history, 
setting Australian touring teams up for decades. Since 
the win in 1963 no Kangaroos side has lost a series in 
England.

Captained by legendary Arthur Summons, the 
team boasted some of the biggest names in league 
history including Reg Gasnier, John Raper, Graeme 
Langlands and Peter Gallagher. The team was 
inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2002 
and it has been said that this was the greatest rugby 
league team to ever take the field. 

The event will feature a fabulous three-course dinner 
and beverages, live entertainment and the chance to 
rub shoulders with the best of the best. There will be 
an auction, raffle and prizes to be won on the night, 
with all money raised going to the Men of League 
Foundation, with this year’s efforts to assist us to focus 
on helping those with spinal injuries. 

To book tickets and RSVP please call (02) 8765 2232 
or email events@menofleague.com.

GALA DINNER TO CELEBRATE 
THE BEST TEAM EVER
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RAY’S WRAP
The voice of the game 
and league’s greatest TV 
broadcaster Ray Warren

A SPECIAL PART OF MY LIFE

Origin is celebrating its 100 games milestone, 
and that’s special considering the initial doubt 
by some that the concept would work. My first 

involvement was in 1989, and to be part of State of 
Origin’s history as Channel 9’s commentator in 76 of 
those matches is very special.

It is one of the great sports events for us commentators, 
you know you have a big audience around the world 
and just like the players you want to get it right.

I have the vivid memories of many things in Origin: 
Lewis with a team of only 12 getting the Maroons 
home in ’89; the Coyne try that was indeed a miracle 
in 1994; the Slater try off the back of Lockyer’s 
kick in 2004 just to name three. In an overall sense 
though I have been amazed at the fighting qualities of 
Queensland and their ability to come back from what 
seems the impossible.

This year we remember the first game as we celebrated 
the 100th and the so called punch Artie put on ‘The 
Crow’. Let me assure you, had the big bloke meant it 
with any passion at all Cronin would have left the field 
not knowing too much about it. Having said that, that 
was the moment in Game One that sat the sceptics 
back in their seats. They had been saying this concept 
wouldn’t work - mate against mate. Here we are 34 
years later and State of Origin has built itself into one of 
the great Australian sports events. Happy 100th.

BACK to the NRL 2014 and here we are one third 
of the way through and they look to be sorting 
themselves out don’t they? Canterbury have been the 
big movers but I am reluctant to dismiss the premiers, 
Sydney Roosters. 

Among their better performances this year was on 
Anzac Day and I think that was a significant factor; 
they seem to play at their best when the occasion is 
big. Anzac Day gave them a big crowd and I think 
it brings out the best in them. Sure they have been 
bowled over by a few clubs but it’s my belief when the 
big events come round they will rise to that occasion.

Manly are still the thorn in the side of most clubs; what 
a record they have over the years. If you follow them I 
think you’re entitled to feel another grand final awaits 
you. The Cowboys have been robbed the last two years 
and they are going along nicely while I am not so sure 
about Souths. Everyone loves it when the Rabbits are 
going well but I don’t think they are going as well as last 
year. Without Isaac Luke they have been less potent.

The dangerous tackle rule has been a talking point 
since the accident to Alex McKinnon. It always takes 
something like that to highlight what obviously needed 
attention. One way I believe we can make it less 
frequent to me is the use of the sin bin.   

How many punches have you seen thrown since Paul 
Gallen landed several on Nate Myles? Why? Because 
officialdom said “throw a punch and you go on report 
and get ten in the bin”. It’s the ten in the bin that has 
coaches frightened; they don’t want only 12 on the 
paddock. 

If you are fair dinkum about something much more 
dangerous than the punch, use the same system. Put 
players responsible for lifting on report and to the bin 
for ten. It doesn’t matter what the grading is, past the 
horizontal and someone is going to the bin. Surely 
the spear tackle and the cannonball below the knees 
needs as much addressing as the punch.

MY THOUGHTS go out to the Gasnier family. I visited 
Reg at Miranda Nursing home some little time back and 
that will remain a cherished moment for me. He was 
an Immortal and will always remain that way in both 
rugby league and to those who had the good fortune to 
share his company off the field. His template should be 
explained to all young players rising to the top.

The great Artie is mobbed after Origin I. 
Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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Sport-related concussion has become an aspect 
of rugby league that has increasingly attracted 
attention. The governing bodies of the sport are 

doing their best to ensure the welfare of players are of 
paramount concern through rule modifications, tougher 
sanctions for illegal play and financial ramifications for 
clubs at the elite level who demonstrate non-adherence 
to the new concussion policy. 

The implementation of these measures is important to 
maintain the safety of players while research is being 
conducted to examine the potential extent of the risk 
and possible associated health problems.

The media however have directed the large majority 
of their attention to the issues surrounding the 
potential for long-term problems like changes in 
mood, personality, cognition (i.e. thinking skills like 
concentration and memory), and physical functioning 
in players with high exposure to head contact during a 
sporting career. 

This media focus was sparked by the publication of 
autopsy case studies of retired professional athletes 
and research reporting increased mortality rate in former 
professional athletes (mainly in North America). There 
is also evidence from retrospective surveys supporting 
an association between long-term cognitive, psychiatric 
and behavioural problems and participation in sport 
(refer to the table for common symptoms reported in 
these case studies; note that not every published case 
has reported all of these symptoms, but rather a cluster 
of symptoms may be reported).

THE CONCUSSION ISSUE
AND EFFECT IN LATER LIFE
BY DR ANDREW GARDNER

Concussion is defined as any alteration in normal 
neurological functioning, typically following a blow to 
the head or body. Common signs of concussion include 
headache, nausea, numbness or tingling, short-term 
memory loss, confusion, dizziness, poor coordination, 
fatigue, poor concentration, slowed mental processing, 
balance problems, sensitivity to light and/or noise, and 
trouble sleeping. A player does not need to be ‘knocked 
out’ to be diagnosed with a concussion.

Chronic traumatic encephalopathy, or CTE, however 
is a completely different entity. It is considered to be 
a neurodegenerative disease with unknown (yet to 
be determined) aetiology (cause), although there is 
suggestion that sport-related concussion may be one 
cause. 

CTE was originally described in boxers in the 1930s 
and more recently has been described in contact 
sports like American football, ice hockey, pro-wrestling 
and more recently single cases in both football 
(soccer) and rugby union. In some instances, retired 
athletes have been diagnosed with CTE without 
having a single documented concussion during their 
career, which has led some researchers to suggest 
that multiple/repetitive blows to the head (termed 
subconcussive blows) that do not induce concussive 
symptoms, may also lead to CTE. CTE is considered 
to be an acquired condition that has an onset that 
occurs in retirement from playing (typically during the 
early 40s), and is characterised by changes in mood, 
personality, cognition, and physical functioning, which 
can gradually become progressively worse over time.

PROMOTING GOOD HEALTH



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 13

CTE and subconcussive syndrome are poorly 
understood by experts worldwide, and the topic 
remains controversial. The large majority of the 
published research into the possible long-term health-
related problems of concussion (like CTE or other 
dementias) has been conducted in North America, so 
whether or not the results from these studies translate 
to Australian athletes involved in contact sports like 
rugby league is not known, although it may be naive 
to consider that the football codes in Australia are 
immune to the potential associated health problems 
despite our very different playing styles.

In order to provide a balanced view on this topic, 
a few important points are worth considering. If we 
deem sport-related concussion as a common injury 
and that concussive or subconcussive blows to the 
head or body are an inevitable consequence of 
sports participation, and if a relationship between 
these impacts and later-life mental health problems 
exists, then potentially an enormous number of retired 
athletes would be at risk. 

Based on the published case studies, however, one 
estimate is that fewer than four per cent of retired 
US professional NFL players may be at risk for this 
condition rather than all exposed athletes, raising the 
issue that this may not be a part of impact exposure 
but rather due to other as yet unidentified factors (e.g. 
steroid use, chronic pain, recreation drugs, genetic 
predisposition).

It is also important to recognise that as part of the 
normal ageing process our thinking skills tend to 
decline over time. Subjectively an individual may 
notice it is harder to learn new things. They may 

experience lapses in memory and concentration, have 
some trouble with navigation while driving, or may 
notice difficulty recalling names of objects or people, 
for example. However, the early and/or rapid onset of 
these and other symptoms listed in the table are not 
part of the normal ageing process.

A recent systematic review of the rugby league 
literature conducted by researchers at the University 
of Newcastle found that there has been very little 
research conducted on concussion in active rugby 
league players and not a single study has been 
published on retired rugby league players.

A study is underway at the same university looking at 
the long-term consequences of concussion in rugby 
league players using neuroimaging data, together with 
cognitive and psychiatric assessment. This research 
is attempting to determine the extent to which there 
may be an inherent risk of later life cognitive and or 
neuropsychiatric issues in rugby league players by 
studying current, short-term retired, and long-term 
retired players and contrasting their assessments with 
matched control subjects. 

DISCLOSURE: Dr Gardner provides a 
neuropsychological assessment service 
(comprehensive testing of thinking skills and 
psychological health) to current and retired athletes. 
See www.neurogard.com.au for details or email 
andrew.gardner@neurogard.com.au. 

Dr Gardner also conducts sports concussion research 
and has received funding from the NSW Sporting 
Injuries Committee, the Hunter Medical Research 
Institute and Brain Foundation, Australia.

PERSONALITY / BEHAVIOURAL CHANGES COGNITIVE SYMPTOMS PHYSICAL SYMPTOMS

Irritability (short fuse) Attention problems Changes in speech

Agitation Concentration difficulties Tremor in hands

Apathy (lack of interest in things) Memory loss Slowed movements

Depression Word finding difficulties Trouble walking / falls

Social withdrawal Slowed mental processing Reduced coordination

Paranoia Visuospatial problems Headaches

Financial difficulties through excessive spending Impulsiveness

Suicidal thoughts Dizziness

Confusion

Drug and/or alcohol abuse Insomnia

Poor insight / judgement

Some of the CTE symptoms that have been reported in the literature.
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Paul Gallen’s first Origin match was Game One 
in 2006, when the eight-nil series run began 
for the Queenslanders. He now stands as 

the current Blues’ most experienced player and one 
who typifies the grit of Origin but also the desperation 
of a state – a player who represents almost a full 
generation of Origin warriors from NSW who have 
never tasted the ultimate victory. No one in a blue 
jersey wants success more.

“Playing Origin means a great deal to me. I have had 
some rough times at club level, so I want to make sure 
I keep my place in the NSW team,” said Gallen (17 
games for NSW, 2006-14, nine as captain).

“The Origin atmosphere begins as soon as the team 
is named and you go into camp. The media are 
everywhere and everything you do brings a response 
from people. You might be just walking down the street 
and cars toot their horns. 

“The game is a blur and finishes so quickly. If you win 
the feeling is awesome. It is much different to a club 
game because in club football your game plan might 
result in your team targeting an opposition player, 
but in an Origin game all of the opposition men are 
excellent players, so targeting one does not bring 
results.” 

At the start of his Origin career, Kevin Walters (20 
matches for Qld, 1989-99) was the perennial Origin 
reserve. He sat the entire 80 minutes on the bench 
in the 1991 decider which Queensland won 14-12, 
providing skipper Wally Lewis with a fitting farewell to 
representative football. But there would be no denying 
Walters’ talent, and by the end of his career he had 
started in 11 of his last 15 games.

His efforts have not been forgotten by the league 
hierarchy and he is part of the Queensland coaching 
staff and coach of the Maroons under-20 Origin side.

"Origin meant so much to me, and to play a number of 
games with (brothers) Kerrod and Steve made it all the 
more special,” Walters said.

Craig Fitzgibbon (11 matches 2003-2008), the current 
Roosters assistant coach, fitted the Origin mould 

perfectly. He took the tough runs, made the crucial 
tackles and loved the pressure. He won a premiership 
and played for Australia but Origin was his pinnacle.

"I played for Australia before I represented NSW. 
I hadn't played for NSW at any level when I was 
selected for my first Origin game in 2003, so it was a 
huge thing for me,” he recalls with passion. 

“It was even more special as my first game was also 
the reopening of Suncorp Stadium from Lang Park 
and we won. All Origin games are about pressure, 
speed and intensity. You like to think you play as hard 
as you can in club matches every week, but Origins 
draw more from you. Everything happens at breakneck 
speed and your concentration level has to be perfect. 

“I will never forget the first game of the 2004 series 
when Shaun Timmins landed the match-winning field 
goal in golden point extra-time from about 35 metres 
out. Queensland won the second game in Brisbane 
so Shaun's effort gave us the chance to win the series 
back in Sydney, which we did. I am great mates with 
Shaun and we grew up together.”

Andrew Gee (19 matches for Qld 1990-2003), who 
played in eight series over 14 years, thought his Origin 
career was over when he returned from a two-year 
stint in England with Warrington but coach Wayne 
Bennett had other ideas, even though Gee's greying 
hair told the tale of his impending retirement. Gee, who 
had represented Queensland 12 times before heading 
to Britain, donned the Maroon jumper another five times 
after his return to the Broncos, including all three games 
in 2002 when the series was drawn.

Gee said wearing the maroon of Queensland was 
a huge privilege. “You really are representing every 
region of the state,” he said. “The Broncos have 
always thrown their weight behind the state side, even 

As State of Origin, an iconic annual event, celebrates its 100th game,  
STEVE RICKETTS AND BARRY ROSS, sought an insight to its magic from those who 
have put everything on the line in the name of state v state, mate v mate.

100 GAMES OF MAGICAL MEMORIES

“State of Origin is the 
pinnacle of competition, 
both in a physical and a 
high standard sense.”
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though sometimes it has been to our detriment, given 
the wear and tear on the players.” 

 As a schoolboy, Willie Carne’s league heroes were 
Valleys stars, Ross Strudwick and Wally Lewis. Carne 
(12 matches for Qld, 1990-96) played in four games with 
Lewis, and to this day can't believe he got the chance. “I 
had only played five first grade games for Brisbane, so it 
was ridiculous to get the call for Origin in 1990,” he says. 
“I got lucky. Les Kiss got injured. NSW had already won 
the series, but we won the third game, and the following 
year, Wally's last, we got the shield back.”

Carne played his part in Mark Coyne's 'try of the 
century' in the Origin 1, 1994, and was man of the 
match. That was despite a training mishap at the 
Broncos when his ankle was badly injured as he tried 
to avoid construction equipment at the southern end of 
the field at Red Hill. “Ultimately I had two operations to 
fix the ankle, but my speed was never there after that.” 

Ben Elias (19 matches, 1985-1994, six as captain) 
was the Gallen of the 1980s-90s – the ‘Cockroach’ 
Queenslanders most loved to hate because of his 
competitiveness and how he got under the Maroons’ 
players skin. He was flash and fancy but he proved in 
his latter years that he was made for Origin. 

"State of Origin is the pinnacle of competition, both in 
a physical and a high standard sense,” he said. “Of 

course wearing the green and gold is a huge honour 
and the prestige that goes with this is second to none. 
But Origin in the ultimate in so many other ways. 

“Every moment of my 19 games was special. I will 
never forget my first series, 1985, when we won the 
series for the first time and my last match in 1994, 
which was also Mal Meninga's last game. I started and 
finished at Lang Park or Suncorp Stadium. 

“There was nothing to compare with it in my time. It 
was the fiercest and most competitive sporting event 
in Australia. The TV ratings and match attendances 
proved this.”

Eric Grothe snr, nicknamed ‘Guru’, gains a place in 
many ‘greatest ever’ teams as the most powerful, 
dynamic winger of an age. Yet he played, mostly 
because of injury, only nine Origin games from 1981-
86. During that time his Parramatta team won four 
grand finals but he remembers Origin alongside those 
great personal challenges.

"In my time Origin was just starting to gain momentum 
and it soon became such an important part of the 
rugby league calendar,” he says. “The build up to an 
Origin game was very different to what happened 
in club football. You were in camp for a week and 
everyone wanted a piece of you. In the few days 
before the game, it seemed like you were in a bubble 

Paul Gallen, has a burning desire to taste a series victory. Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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and by the time you ran out on to the field, you were 
really focussed. The fans were also ready and you 
could cut the atmosphere with a knife.

“People often ask me about my feelings towards Chris 
Close, who gave me a backhander to the face in the 
1981 match. That has been long forgotten and we stay 
in touch. Chris is a good guy and we are on Twitter 
together.”

Trevor Gillmeister (22 games for Qld 1988-96) 
portrayed everything that Queensland wants in an 
Origin player. He would bleed maroon for his state, 
and did many times. But he’ll admit he was too anxious 
to wear the jersey early in his Sydney career.

In his first season with the Roosters, the former 
Brisbane Norths' forward felled Manly’s Des Hasler and 
Chris ‘Choppy’ Close with questionable tackles, and 
Close fronted ‘Gilly’ in Easts Leagues Club afterwards.

Close called Gillmeister a lunatic, reminding him that 
Queenslanders had to look after each other. “We've 
got to bash them other bastards,'' Close told a wide 
eyed Gillmeister. “OK, I know the rules now. Thanks,” 
was Gillmeister's reply. 

He didn’t quite learn as fast as he might have. Before 
a club match for the Roosters, Arthur Beetson told 
Gillmeister that Maroons coach Wayne Bennett was in 
the crowd. “Artie said, ‘go out and have a blinder’, so 
I did. But I got a bit too fired up, and got sent off, and 
got six weeks, which meant I missed the whole series.”

Gillmeister went on to be an Origin regular, the high point 
his captaincy of the rag tag 1995 mob which won the 
series against a star studded NSW line-up in a year when 
Super League aligned players were not considered.

“Fatty Vautin was the right man for the coaching job 
that year, and I reckon he would have made a good 
NRL coach,” said Gillmeister, who is part of the Gold 

Coast Titans’ coaching staff. “Early in my career a lot 
of people said I was too small for rep footy, but nothing 
was going to stop me playing for Queensland. It was 
an honour and a privilege.”

Ben Ikin (187 games 1995-2003) made his debut in 
that memorable 1995 series, as an 18-year-old who 
had played just three first grade games. He went 
onto represent his state 17 times but his debut series 
remains his fondest memory.

“It was an emotional time, just because of the enormity 
of what we achieved that year,” Ikin said. “You could 
not escape the fact we were a bunch of 'Nevilles'. We 
became close as a group, and 'Fatty' (coach, Paul 
Vautin) gave us a game plan that was easy to execute 
under pressure. Fatty made us not feel that we were 
carrying the burden of Queensland, but more that 
Queensland were right behind us.”

Mark Gasnier (12 matches 2004-2011) achieved the 
feat (as did Queenslanders Brad Thorn and Wendell 
Sailor) of leaving the NRL for rugby union in his prime 
but returning for a second stint in Origin. 

“The speed of Origin matches is what every player 
remembers. This pace lasts much longer than it does 
at club level. You kick off and when you get a slight 
break you look up at the clock thinking 10 minutes has 
gone but in reality it is usually more than 30 minutes. 

“The third game of the 2005 series sticks in my mind. 
It was Joey Johns' last Origin game and at Suncorp. 
Queensland put us under immense pressure in the first 
10 minutes or so. They pinned us on our own line and 
I think they had six sets of six. We got out of this when 
‘Mini’ (Anthony Minichiello) scooped up a loose ball 
and ran deep into their territory. We went on to win this 
game by more than 20 points and this gave us a 2-1 
series win after we lost game one - NSW's last series 
victory.”

Craig Fitzgibbon Kevin Walters



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 17

Gene Miles' debut for 
Queensland created quite 
a stir, with the Townsville 

product chosen ahead of Mal 
Meninga, who was shunted to the 
wing.

The match ultimately would be 
the last time state teams, at the 
top level, would be chosen on 
residential lines.

The inaugural Origin match 
in 1980, a one-off affair, was 
greeted with great enthusiasm by 
Queenslanders, particularly as the 
Maroons won 20-10 with favourite 
son, Arthur Beetson, wearing the 
maroon of his home state for the 
first time.

But the jury was still out, and once 
again a residential series was 
scheduled for 1981, and if it was 
one-all after the first two clashes, 
the decider would be on the same 
lines, and Origin shelved.

That was never going to happen, 
although Queensland, with Beetson 
as captain-coach, put up a brave 
fight in the opening match at Lang 
Park, before going down 10-2 in 
front of a crowd of more than 34,000.

The return match was played at 
Sydney's Leichhardt Oval in front 
of a dismal crowd of just 6268. 
Test spots were on the line, with 
France to play Australia twice in 
the following month.

Miles, in his first season with 
Wynnum-Manly, was selected on 
the wing for South Queensland 
against a Papua New Guinea 
President’s XIII earlier in the 
season, and had not looked 
comfortable playing out of position.

“I don't think Mal was too happy 
being shifted out there, but we 
both made up for it in later years, 
playing at centre,” Miles recalls.

“There was no atmosphere at 
Leichhardt, playing in front of such 
a small crowd. There were more 
people there for the schoolboys 
curtain-raiser.

“After playing against PNG I 
thought I was a good chance for 
the first state game in Brisbane, 
but I think I was the only bloke from 
South Queensland to miss out.

“I didn't think I had gone that badly, 
but it seems I just filled the spot for 

(Easts winger) Steve Stacey, who 
made the Queensland side.”

The Blues won 22-9, after leading 
7-4 at half-time, with fullback, Garry 
Dowling the man of the match. 
Wally Lewis cemented his Test 
position with a brilliant performance 
at lock after he had played five-
eighth in Brisbane. Lewis and 
Steve Mortimer were chosen in the 
halves for the first Test, with Ray 
Price at lock.

Lewis was the only resident 
Queenslander in the Test side, 
although Sydney based Maroons, 
Kerry Boustead, John Ribot, Paul 
McCabe and Rod Morris were also 
selected. How times have changed.

When the Test series was over, 
another one-off Origin match was 
played, with Queensland winning 
22-15 after trailing 15-0 in the 28th 
minute. Meninga and Chris Close 
were reunited in the centres with 
Miles missing out.

Close, man of the match in the 
inaugural clash, received the 
$1000 award yet again, scoring a 
powerful try from dummy half to 
make the score 15-15.

The following season interstate 
matches reverted to Origin lines 
only …and the rest, as they say, is 
history.

The last residential interstate match:

QUEENSLAND:  
Colin Scott; Mal Meninga, Gene 
Miles, Chris Close, Brad Backer; Mark 
Murray, Ross Henrick; Wally Lewis, 
Chris Phelan, Greg Dowling, Arthur 
Beetson (c), Gary Prickett, Marshall 
Colwell. Reserves: Bryan Niebling, 
Barry Davidson.

NEW SOUTH WALES:  
Garry Dowling; Chris Anderson, Noel 
Cleal, Steve Rogers (c), John Ribot; 
Phil Sigsworth, Steve Mortimer; Ray 
Price, Paul McCabe, Les Boyd, Ron 
Hilditch, Jeff Masterman, Royce Ayliffe. 
Reserves: Robert Laurie, Rod Morris.

HOW IT USED TO BE... 
BY STEVE RICKETTS

Wally Lewis, pre-Origin. Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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Andrew ‘Cad’ Cadigan, son of well-known league scribe 
and author Neil Cadigan, became the third person to walk 
solo around Australia, camping by roadside with all his 
possessions in a pram for 15,000km … raising $65,000 for 
charity in honour of a mate who died from cancer at age 24.

A month after completing the journey, he suffered fatal injuries in 
Thailand while compiling a book on his adventure.

Neil has honoured a bedside vow to convert his son’s diaries to an 
inspirational, funny, entertaining yet sad book about Cad’s tales, the 
characters he met in Australia’s outback and cities, and his tragic death.

Available by mail order from www.ozonfoot.com.au or as an e-book 
from www.kobobooks.com. Half of any profits go to charity.

A MAN AND A PRAM

It is the most captivating, honest, witty, interesting, inspiring, eye-opening 
and heart wrenching book I’ve ever read,” Megan Palin, News Limited.“ ”

Here’s a chance to introduce new members to 
Men of League Foundation … and give them 
a chance to win four tickets to the NRL grand 

final at ANZ Stadium in October.

And being State of Origin time, there’s an interstate 
rivalry to the promotion. New online members from the 
state that wins the Origin series will not only be getting 
bragging rights but will have the chance to win the 
grand final seats.

One lucky new member who joins online, selected from 
2014 State of Origin champion state, will win the prize. 

The recruitment period extends from now (it began on 
May 21) to July 9, which is the date of the final Origin 
match of 2014.

Men of League Foundation has had enormous growth 
in membership since its launch in 2002, but there 
is a need for more. Firstly, so the network of those 
involved in the sport extends to take advantage of the 
benefits the Foundation provides, but to also spread 
the revenue and welfare potential so more people  
can be assisted.

WIN A FRIEND GRAND FINAL TICKETS

So get friends, relatives or business colleagues to sign 
up online and, who knows, they might ensure you’re 
sitting beside them on grand final evening.

This competition is open to online memberships only, 
please visit www.menofleague.com.
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Please do not use this form for annual fee renewal.
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The Men of League Foundation is asking rugby 
league teams and clubs to pull up their socks 
and show their support for the Foundation over 

the second annual Men of League Weekend, which 
will be held in round 16 on Friday to Monday, June 
27-30. 

The Men of League Weekend aims to increase 
awareness of the invaluable assistance the Foundation 
provides to men, women and children within the rugby 
league community and raise much needed funds 
towards its programs and initiatives. 

Players, referees and volunteers from local junior and 
senior rugby league clubs are encouraged to partake 
in the initiative by purchasing a pair of commemorative 
Men of League socks to wear at the games. 

The socks are now available for purchase through 
the Men of League website – www.menofleague.
com. The socks cost $11.95 a pair and are available 
in various sizes and two playing stripes – for teams 
playing both home and away. A percentage of every 
pair of socks sold will go to Men of League, ensuring 
the organisation can continue its efforts, assisting 
members of the rugby league community who are in 
need of welfare and support. 

Chairman of the Men of League Foundation, Ron 
Coote AM, said: “Men of League Weekend is all about 
a shared spirit of mateship, encouraging regional 
and local league teams to show their support for 
the work carried out by Men of League, as well as 
raising awareness of the Foundation and its important 
contribution to the rugby league community.

“On and off the field our great game is about supporting 
your mates. Last year around 3500 players purchased 
and pulled up their commemorative socks for Men of 
League. This year we hope to double this number and 
we are calling on rugby league teams to get together 
and support this worthwhile initiative.” 

To further encourage clubs to get involved, Men of 
League is running an online photo competition in which 
the winning club will receive a private coaching clinic 
designed by Wayne Bennett and delivered by greats 
Ben Ross and Stuart Raper.

The Facebook competition (which can be found 
at www.facebook.com/menofleaguefoundation) 
encourages clubs participating in the Men of League 
Weekend to get creative by snapping a photo of their 
teams wearing Men of League socks with pride. The 
promotion is open until 4pm Friday July 4.  

“We have already had a number of local clubs purchase 
socks and pledge their involvement and we are thrilled 
to have the Cronulla Sharks and the Canberra Raiders 
already on board and amped to run onto the paddock 
in round 16 proudly wearing the Men of League socks,” 
added Coote.

As the only charitable organisation to support the 
rugby league community in Australia, Men of League 
assists not only former players, referees, volunteers 
and administrators, but anyone involved with the game 
at any level. 

For more information on the Men of League Weekend 
or to purchase the commemorative socks, visit www.
menofleague.com or fill out the order form on the next 
page and send it to Struddys Sports Wholesale.

If you would like to organise a fundraising event in 
line with the Men of League Weekend please contact 
Jason Turik, NSW Events and Community Fundraising 
Manager, on (02) 8765 2234 or Tegan Jennings QLD 
Events and Operations Manager on (07) 3367 6080.

PULL UP YOUR SOCKS FOR  
THE MEN OF LEAGUE WEEKEND

BY NERISSA MAGEE
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MEN OF LEAGUE SOCK ORDER FORM

MEN OF LEAGUE 
SOCK ROUND 

27TH-30TH JUNE 2014

Name

Phone

Email

Address

Auth

Credit Card Type

Name

Number

Expiry

Sizes

Small 9-2

Medium 2-7

Large 7-12

X-Large 11-14

Totals

Home Away Prize

$11.95

$11.95

$11.95

$11.95

$11.95

Sub Total
ONLY

$11.95
EACH

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS:
Fill in order detail below
Email order: wholesale@struddys.com.au
Fax order: 07 3209 6144
Order online: www.menofleague.com

A PERCENTAGE OF ALL SALES GO TO 
THE MEN OF LEAGUE FOUNDATION

$4 FROM EVERY PAIR OF SOCKS SOLD

82 Bryants Road, Loganholme QLD 4129
Phone: 07 3209 6144 Fax: 07 3209 6144
Email: wholesale@struddys.com.au
Website: www.struddys.com.au

HOME

AWAY
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It’s a great place, but Crikey ain’t there a lot of 
Pommies about!” was a famous first impression 
offered by burly forward Bill Hardcastle when the 

pioneering 1908 first Kangaroos arrived in London.

Hardcastle’s memorable line, setting the standard for 
the colourful characters of the front row in all seasons 
to follow was, of course right on the money. But 
equally true is the reality that for many of the seasons 
of league’s life in Australia – and especially through 
the last half - century - visiting ‘Pommies’, those from 
Mother England, have been a big part of the story, with 
some of them being among the finest footballers to 
ever grace the Aussie playing fields. 

The line extends across the entire 107 seasons of 
the game’s life in Australia – from early adventurers 
to today’s cream of the crop that includes the likes of 
Souths’ Burgess brothers, James Graham (Bulldogs), 
Sam Tomkins and Gareth Widdop (St George 
Illawarra), all of whom carry the baton with distinction.

The story of the English infiltration of Australia’s 
version of the game has its oddities – especially so in 
the existence of a 40-year period in which the trade 
stopped, largely to do with a world wrestling with two 
world wars and the depression years. Largely forgotten 
Englishmen were lightly sprinkled within Sydney 
clubs during league’s pioneering days, including W. 
Crompton (10 games for Newtown 1909), Wyndham 
Lewis (11 games for Souths 1913), Thomas Moore (six 
games with Norths, 1913) and Bill Green (23 games 
for Newtown, Balmain and Norths, 1913-16). 

Another higher-profile English born player of the 
foundation year, Tom McCabe (Glebe), would play a 
vital role as a ‘teacher’ of the new game in Australia. 
McCabe, who had played Northern Union (rugby 
league) in England, took groups of players to a picnic 
ground at Fairfield and also to open fields at Botany 
and coached them in the rules. In 1908 he headed off 
with the first Kangaroos, playing 20 matches on tour.

Apart from one of league’s stranger stories - the arrival 
of a superstar of the English game, Test forward 
named Ben Gronow - the stream of English players 
dried up for many years. The Welsh-born Gronow, 

arriving in Australia in 1925 was the great exception. 
There were reports that he was to connect with Glebe 
in the Sydney competition – but instead he ended up 
as captain-coach at Grenfell in western NSW.

Not until the immediate post-war period of the 1940s 
did further English players come to Australia to play at 
the highest level. Tom Grogan at Norths (1947) and 
Vic Jackson, a halfback at Canterbury in 1948, were 
two who made the trek. At that time the traffic was far 
heavier in the other direction, with a string of Australian 
players heading for the UK with its lure of bigger money. 

For reasons not unconnected with the arrival of the first 
leagues clubs in Sydney, 1964 proved the watershed 
year in the friendly Pom invasion. Half a dozen quality 
players arrived that year: Dick Huddart (St George), 
Ivor Lingard (Parramatta), Fred Pickup (Manly), Roger 
Pearman (Canterbury), Nat Silcock (Easts), Ken Noble 
(Balmain) and Joe Grainey (Newtown). In 1965, one 
of the greatest of all English five-eighths arrived to 
join Balmain in David Bolton. The steady flow would 
continue. In 1974 when Great Britain toured here for 
a vigorously contested Ashes campaign – champions 
such as Malcolm Reilly, Phil Lowe, Mick Stephenson, 
Bill Ashurst and Brian Lockwood were unavailable, 
because they were with Sydney clubs.

Men of League editor Neil Cadigan threw an especially 
tricky pass with the request that I pick the ‘Top 10 
Poms’. 

After much toing and froing, and pondering over such 
factors as longevity, consistency and the quality of the 
contribution made – to game and club – I came up with 
the accompanying list:

My distinguished reserves bench would be:  Phil Lowe, 
James Graham, Bill Ashurst, Dick Huddart, Gareth 
Ellis, Garry Schofield and Gareth Widdop.  

Brief reflections on the Top Ten are these:

Malcolm Reilly (Manly 1971-75): Constructive, 
destructive … he added the X Factor to Manly. A 
remarkable, formidable package of a footballer, despite 
a continually wonky knee.

The giant Burgess brotherhood has left an enormous impact on the NRL 
as English imports have infiltrated our game in the past six years. It’s 
a tradition that has had its fits and starts but has seen more than 100 
Englishmen play in our major competition. BY IAN HEADS

BEST OF BRITISH

“
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Ellery Hanley (Balmain 1988, ‘97; Wests 1989):  
Enigmatic, powerful and the outstanding GB player of 
his era; his dominance lifted Balmain to the very edge 
of a premiership in 1988.

Tommy Bishop (Cronulla 1969-73): A firebrand 
halfback of exceptional skills under whose direction 
Cronulla came of age in 1973, running favourites Manly 
to a grand final photo finish.

David Bolton (1965-70): A champion five eighth - he 
provided the necessary elements of skill and class in a 
Balmain team which brought of a breathtaking snatch 
and grab raid on the 1969 premiership.

John Gray (Norths 1975-83, Manly 1978-80): A 
skilful and influential player who was a game changer 
as both a spectacular around-the-corner goalkicker 
and a skilful hooker-forward as that position began its 
transformation to what it is today.

Sam Burgess (Souths 2010-): The jury remains out to 
an extent - owing to an occasional hot-headed incident 
in a flourishing career - but the highest-achieving 
Burgess boy, at his top, is a wonderful  modern 
forward, physically formidable and skilful … and a 
growing Rabbitoh legend.

Cliff Watson (Cronulla 1971-73): Big Cliff provided 
a large amount of the essential background grunt to 
Bishop’s leadership work with the Sharks in the early 
‘70s. He was the quintessential prop, guaranteeing 100 
per cent that respect was offered to any forward pack 
he played with.

Brian Lockwood (Canterbury 1974, Balmain  
1975-77): Lockwood brought sublime forward skills to 
the Australian game in his 62-game, two-club sojourn. 

He was particularly deadly near the line, creating many 
tries with his sleight of hand skills.

Mick Stephenson (Penrith 1974-78): Stevo was rated 
the best hooker-forward in the world when he came to 
Penrith in 1974. The former `Chocolate Soldiers’ were 
lifted by both his presence and that of the supremely 
gifted Bill Ashurst. Stevo was a mix of toughness, skill 
and inspirational in days when scrums were scrums. 

Adrian Morley (Sydney Roosters 2001-06): In the 
general manner of the game’s ‘hard men’ Morley was 
a sunny character off the field yet often fierce on it - 
making his a bumpy ride at times. Unquestionably he 
was a valuable contributor to the Rooster cause in six 
loyal seasons with the club. 

I think inevitably of others too; of a day in his single 
season with Cronulla when a personal favourite, 
the diminutive Roger ‘The Dodger’ Millward, single-
handedly destroyed Canterbury, and of the flashy, 
flying Martin Offiah ghosting down the wing with gob-
smacking speed, for Dragons or Roosters.

Peerless historian and statistician David Middleton lists 
129 British visitors (English, Welsh and Irish players 
with British league upbringing) as having played first 
grade in Sydney since 1908. It adds up to a substantial 
contribution to the Aussie game.

The Pommy players have indeed always been the `Old 
Enemy’ when it comes to the rugby league field, but 
their presence here within the club scene has added 
so much more too. 

To paraphrase old Bill Hardcastle: it can only be hoped 
that long into the mists of the future there will always 
be “a lot of Pommies about”.

Sam Burgess, continuing a tradition with impact. Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH
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John Gray 138 Norths 1975-83, Manly 1978-80

Adrian Morley 113 Sydney Roosters 2001-06

Ivor Lingard 104 Parramatta 1964-70

Bob Wear 103 Cronulla 1970-74

Merv Hicks 97 Canterbury 1966-70, Norths 1971-72

Malcolm Reilly 89 Manly 1971-75

Sam Burgess 78 Souths 2010-14

Gareth Widdop 78 Melbourne 2010-13, St George Illawarra 2014

Dave Bolton 78 Balmain 1965-70

Dick Huddart 78 St George 1964-68

Harvey Howard 77 Easts 1993, Wests 1996-99, Brisbane 2000

Gareth Ellis 75 Wests Tigers 2009-12

Phil Lowe 72 Manly 1974-76

Michael Stephenson 69 Penrith 1974-78

Lee Jackson 66 Souths 1995, Newcastle 1996-98

Brian Lockwood 62 Canterbury 1974, Balmain 1975-77

Tommy Bishop 60 Cronulla 1969-73

Graham Williams 56 Norths 1969-71, Manly 1971-74

Charlie Renilson 55 Newtown 1969-71, Easts 1972

Garry Schofield 55 Balmain 1985-87, Wests 1989

James Graham 52 Canterbury 2012-14

Alan Burwell 48 Canterbury 1970-72

Mike Jackson 48 Parramatta 1962-64

Ellery Hanley 47 Balmain 1988-97, Wests 1989

Fred Pickup 47 Manly 1964-65, Parramatta 1966-69

Bill Ashurst 46 Penrith 1974-76

Derek Hallas 43 Parramatta 1963-65

Denis Betts 42 Auckland 1995-97

Luke Burgess 40 Souths 2011-14

Lee Crooks 40 Wests 1985-86, Balmain 1987

Cliff Watson 38 Cronulla 1971-73

Jim Mills 37 Norths 1970-72

Andy Platt 35 Auckland 1995-96

George Burgess 34 Souths 2012-14

Allan Bateman 33 Cronulla 1995-96

Gary Stephens 30 Manly 1976-77

David Topliss 30 Penrith 1976, Balmain 1977

Ken Batty 28 St George 1971-73

Jim Fiddler 27 Balmain 1974, Norths 1975

Mark Flanagan 27 Wests Tigers 2010-11

Martin Offiah 27 Easts 1989-93, St George 1991

Steve Norton 26 Manly 1976-77

Brian Carney 26 Newcastle 2006 

Barrie-Jon Mather 24 Western Reds 1995-97

Mick Adams 23 Canterbury 1975-76

Andy Currier 23 Balmain 1989-90

Bill Green 23 Newtown 1913, Balmain 1914-15, Norths 1916

Jonathan Davies 23 Canterbury 1991, North Queensland 1995

Joe Lydon 22 Easts 1987-89

Ian Sibbit 20 Melbourne 2002

Brian Briggs 19 Newtown 1971-72

Joe Grainey 19 Newtown 1964-66

Vince Farrar 18 Cronulla 1974

Roger Pearman 18 Canterbury 1964-66

Daryl Powell 18 Balmain 1988, Gold Coast 1991

Paul Bishop 16 Cronulla 1988-89, Gold Coast 1991

Tom Higham 16 Easts 1966

Kevin Ward 16 Manly 1987-88

John Devereux 15 Manly 1993

Gary Connolly 15 Canterbury 1993

Mike Ford 15 South Queensland 1995

Vince Fawcett 14 Parramatta 1995-96

Eric Hughes 14 Canterbury 1976

John Kay 14 Cronulla 1968-70

Roger Millward 14 Cronulla 1976

Tony Myler 14 Balmain 1986

Dean Sampson 14 Gold Coast 1990, Parramatta 1995

Tommy Grogan 13 Norths 1947

Nat Silcock 13 Easts 1964

Phil Clarke 12 Sydney City 1995-96

Paul Dixon 12 Canterbury 1987, Gold Coast 1991

Shaun Edwards 12 Balmain 1989

Hugh Waddell 12 Manly 1989

Colin Whitfield 12 Canterbury 1987

Steve Hampson 11 Illawarra 1989

Wyndham Lewis 11 Souths 1913

Chris Thorman 11 Parramatta 2004

John Bentley 10 Balmain 1994

John Burke 10 Souths 1976

W Crompton 10 Newtown 1909

1. Malcolm Reilly 6. Sam Burgess 
2. Ellery Hanley 7. Cliff Watson 
3. Tommy Bishop 8. Brian Lockwood 
4. David Bolton 9. Mick Stephenson 
5. John Gray 10. Adrian Morley

TOP TEN ENGLISHMEN

PLAYERS WHO HAVE COME FROM ENGLISH COMPETITIONS TO NSWRL/ARL/SL/NRL PREMIERSHIP - 1908-2014

Malcolm ReillyEllery Hanley

GALA DINNER

venue:
star events centre, the star
80 pyrmont street, pyrmont

time:
7pm for 7:30pm

dress:
black tie

rsvp:
call 02 8765 2232
events@menofleague.com

tickets:
$300 or $3000
for a table of 10

Honouring the 1963 Kangaroos – The Greatest Kangaroos

wednesday 1

october 2014

1963 Grand Finalists at the 2013 Men of League Gala Dinner
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St John Ellis 10 South Queensland 1995

Andy Goodway 10 Manly 1985

Thomas Burgess 9 Souths 2013-14

Dave Eckersley 9 Cronulla 1977

Dave Gandy 9 Parramatta 1973-74

Andy Gregory 9 Illawarra 1989

Michael Gregory 9 Cronulla 1987

Tom McCabe 9 Glebe 1908

Mike Cooper 8 St George Illawarra 2014

Sam Tomkins 8 Warriors 2013-14

Des Drummond 8 Wests 1986

Deryck Fox 8 Wests 1986

Henderson Gill 8 Souths 1985

Jeff Grayshon 8 Cronulla 1977

Brian Noble 8 Cronulla 1985

Chris Joynt 7 Newcastle 1995

Ken Noble 7 Balmain 1964

Michael Phillips 7 Easts 1965

Scott Moore 6 North Queensland 2013-14

Richie Mathers 6 Gold Coast Titans 2007

Steve McGowan 6 Norths 1990

Thomas Moore 6 Norths 1913

Tommy Smales 6 Norths 1967

Bill Benyon 5 Cronulla 1974

John Cunningham 5 Balmain 1975

Gary Divorty 5 Gold Coast 1990

Bernard Dwyer 5 Manly 1989

Doug Laughton 5 Canterbury 1974

David Myers 5 Manly 1991, Wests 1995

Kelvin Skerrett 5 Wests 1989

Graham Steadman 5 Gold Coast 1989

Kevin Beardmore 4 Canberra 1985

John Henderson 4 Wests 1986

Tracy Lazenby 4 Penrith 1989

Keith Mason 4 Melbourne 2002-03

Huw Rees 4 Wests 1987

Brian Foster 3 Cronulla 1968

Vic Jackson 3 Canterbury 1948

Harold Stringer 3 Canterbury 1973

Kevin Ellis 3 Gold Coast 1996

Neil James 2 Gold Coast 1988

Darren Wright 2 Norths 1990

Jim Campbell 1 Souths 1964

Richard Gay 1 St George 1993

Martin Murphy 1 Newtown 1974

Gary Price 1 Souths 1996

Paul Vannet 1 Cronulla 1989

Tim Wilby 1 Canberra 1987

Daio Powell 1 Western Reds 1995

Source: David Middleton 
League Information Services - April 30, 2014

GALA DINNER

venue:
star events centre, the star
80 pyrmont street, pyrmont

time:
7pm for 7:30pm

dress:
black tie

rsvp:
call 02 8765 2232
events@menofleague.com

tickets:
$300 or $3000
for a table of 10

Honouring the 1963 Kangaroos – The Greatest Kangaroos

wednesday 1

october 2014

1963 Grand Finalists at the 2013 Men of League Gala Dinner
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BENNETT’S BRONCOS IN STORES NOW

Bennett’s Broncos is the latest book by Steve Ricketts, Men of League 
member and former chief rugby league writer with ‘The Courier-Mail’.

The book covers the Broncos’ golden era from 1992 until 2000 when the club 
won five premierships under the coaching of Wayne Bennett.

Ricketts interviewed the 38 players who featured in those five grand finals. 
Kevin Walters reveals how he almost quit the Broncos to play for the Cowboys 
and; Trevor Gillmeister says he almost hit John Ribot after Ribot showed him 
the door at the Broncos.

Stuart Raper has travelled many miles in many 
directions over two decades in rugby league. 
But he feels his latest destination – as NSW 

manager of the Men of League Foundation – is a role 
that was made for him.

Raper has coached in Australia and England, moved 
into the media with Fox Sports, had a two-year stretch 
as NRL referees boss but now has seen his enormous 
passion for the game fulfilled with playing a role in the 
growth and development of the Foundation.

And he is enjoying enormously his second month 
in the role, with the standout feature being the 
enthusiasm and commitment of the many volunteers 
he has met throughout the committees and the benefit 
of the work they are doing.

“The biggest thing that has stood out is the time the 
volunteers put in at committee level,” he said. “They 
are willing to put so much for the right cause and the 
satisfaction they get and the appreciation they receive 
from those in the rugby league committee they deal 
with is just enormous. 

Stuart Raper has joined Ben Ross 
on the growing Men of League staff 
and he is passionate about growing 
and improving the 25,000-member 
organisation. BY NEIL CADIGAN

STUART’S PASSION  
HAS A NEW PURPOSE

“We now have 25,000 members and 32 committees in 
NSW and 15 in Queensland and affiliated states; so it 
is a big organisation but we have to ensure we run it in 
a professional manner so it continues to build. 

“I think we have a good team and the connection with 
committees shows it is going to get stronger and bigger.”

Raper, son of Immortal John, admits he had a modest 
playing career despite being a crafty back-rower 
who played eight first grade games for Cronulla 
and Western Suburbs and a season with Oldham 
in England that included an appearance against the 
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undefeated 1986 Kangaroos. But it was coaching 
where he made his mark.

He was just 29 when he took Cronulla to their first 
premiership in any grade in 1994 (they won the 
reserve grade the same season) and to a reserve 
grade title two seasons later. His break came when 
he left for overseas to take on Castleford in England’s 
first summer Super League season of 1997. The next 
season he led the poorly rated team to the finals.

After four seasons with Castleford he was snared by 
British glamour club Wigan where he won a Challenge 
Cup in 2002 before being dumped a year later. He 
succeeded Chris Anderson in 2004 at Cronulla for 
three seasons, making the finals in 2005, before his 
coaching career ended and he did a lot of media 
work before returning to the game’s mainstream as 
co-referees boss with Bill Harrigan for two years from 
November 2010.

Raper had to adapt to earning a living away from 
rugby league for the first time over 15 years. A 
carpenter by trade, he had some time out during 
which he had a hip operation before working for the 
Australian Water Project Management (AWPM).

“I think I am typical of many people in professional 
sport in that you have your down times and ask where 
will my next job and next dollar come from,” he said. 
“I have had as many ups and downs as anyone in the 
game but been lucky enough to get back and get re-
employed in certain aspects of it.

“But suddenly I had to look outside of the game and 
spent a few months working with a company called 
AWPM on job sites inspecting sewers and drainage. 
It gave me an appreciation of what people do in 
the ‘normal work-force’ because what I have done 

has probably always been abnormal to most, so it 
grounded me a little bit and set me up for this job.

“I feel it was made for me with the situation I was 
in and the stage of my career and the knowledge 
and experience I have in the game; especially the 
managerial stuff I have done with referees and 
operations especially. It felt like a good fit.”

Men of League CEO Corene Strauss said of Raper’s 
appointment: “Stuart is well known and respected 
in the community and will be an important asset to 
the Men of League Foundation. This announcement 
comes as we continue to look to grow our team of 
talented and passionate professionals to help us 
support men, women and children in the rugby league 
community who need a hand.”  

One of Raper’s focuses is to get current and recently 
retired players more involved with the Foundation. 
“I want to continue to build; I want the name of Men 
of League to continually build, and not just the older 
people in the game but I want to see a growing 
appreciation of Men of League from the modern day 
player. They may be getting paid well now, which they 
should, but there may be days when they fall on hard 
times and they may need Men of League and I want to 
get that message.

“You need one injury and your life takes a U-turn and 
we can assist that sort of person but we need help. 

“We need speakers at fund raising functions too and 
I know NRL players have a lot of commitments as 
but if we could get assistance from injured players 
not playing that weekend at these functions it would 
build the profile of Men of League and help build 
membership.”
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THE LANG FILE
Playing: Easts Brisbane 1969-79, Easts Sydney 
1980. 20 games for Qld (1972-80),  
1 for NSW (1980).
Tests: 8 (1973 Kangaroo tour, 1975 World Series)
Coaching: Easts Brisbane 1981-84, 90-93; 
Cronulla 1994-2001; Penrith 2002-06, South 
Sydney 2010-11; Australia Super League 1997.
Premierships: Easts Brisbane 1983, 91, 
Penrith 2003.

John Lang, the Maroons hooker in Origin I 
back in 1980, has been around top level rugby 
league for a long time – as a Queensland player 

from 1972 who became an international and a coach 
at first grade level from 1981 to 2011.

Not only is he one of the most respected people the 
game has seen, it’s safe to say he has a keen eye for 
talent, and has seen many of our best players. 

‘Langy’ was convinced to nominate his greatest line-up 
but says he could only make a true assessment of 
those he came across during his playing and coaching 
days, so the line in the sand was drawn at about 1969.

And he has come up with an impressive mix that includes 
tough but talented Englishman Malcolm Reilly who 
played for Manly from 1971-75, current Australian skipper 
Cameron Smith, two of the most powerful wingers of all 
time in Wendell Sailor and Eric Grothe and Queensland 
champion Allan Langer as Wally Lewis’ halves partner, 
with Immortal Andrew Johns on the bench.

“I can only make judgment on those I saw or played 
or coached against, so I don’t really remember seeing 
much of Reg Gasnier for example,” Lang said.

“Darren Lockyer stands alongside any player I have 
seen and he mastered fullback and five-eighth, but I’ve 
picked him at fullback. 

“Grothe was like a runaway train who could score tries 
others couldn’t and Sailor could terrorise you and there 
was no better winger coming out of his own end of the 
field.

“Bozo [Fulton] played more at five-eighth than centre 
but was such a terrific player and competitor he has 
to be there and Steve Rogers was just the complete 
player, a freakish talent. I played against both of them 
and they were just so explosive.

“Wally picks himself and ‘Alf’ was just so dominant 
every game he played, just outstanding for Brisbane 
and Queensland over a long period.

“No explanation is needed for Coote, McCarthy and 
Beetson and Lazzo is my other prop; the influence he 

JOHN LANG’S GREATEST 
Fullback: Darren Lockyer
Wingers: Eric Grothe, Wendell Sailor
Centres: Steve Rogers, Bob Fulton
Halves: Wally Lewis, Allan Langer
Lock: Malcolm Reilly
Second-rowers: Bob McCarthy, Ron Coote
Props: Arthur Beetson, Glenn Lazarus
Hooker: Cameron Smith
Interchange: Brad Thorn, Gorden Tallis,  
Steve Menzies, Andrew Johns.

had on premiership winning teams speaks for itself. 
Cam Smith is my hooker; he is an 8 out of 10 every 
week, just so cool and consistent at any level and any 
situation.

“Brad Thorn gets a spot because he was just so hard 
to handle, big and powerful and showed how good 
he was by also becoming an All Black. Menzies could 
play back row or centre in your side and was just an 
outstanding talent; Gordie could terrorise opponents 
and not let up and Andrew Johns has to be in the 17 
but I just favoured Alf because he is a better fit beside 
Wally; there can be only one general.

“It’s a hard task when you have to leave out so many 
great players. At fullback alone there’s Graeme 
Langlands, who was at the back end of his career 
when I played with, and Billy Slater who has taken the 
position to a new level, but Locky is my man.”

MY GREATEST TEAM
JOHN LANG
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A gathering of stars from several eras of rugby 
league attended the Burleigh Bears Leagues 
Club for the fourth annual internationals’ 

dinner hosted by Men of League’s Gold Coast 
committee.

More than 300 people turned out for the fourth staging 
of the event, with Men of League chairman Ron Coote 
headlining a breathtaking array of legendary names.

The guest list included two men named in the 
Australian team of the Century in Coote and hard man 
Noel Kelly and five named among the 100 greatest 
players in Graham Eadie, Ray Price, Steve Roach and 
South Sydney greats John Sattler and Bob McCarthy.

Scott Sattler, son of John and Penrith grand final hero, 
and Steve ‘Blocker’ Roach were handed the job of 
master of ceremonies and kept the function ‘buzzing’ 
throughout the gala evening.

For autograph hunters, and there were many 
youngsters with stars in their eyes gathered at the 
entrance to the leagues club prior to the dinner, the 
event was a ‘treasure trove’.

The guest list included such giants of the game as Elwyn 
Walters, Chris Close, Mick Veivers, Tommy Bishop, 
Bob Honan, Graham Farrar, John ‘Pogo’ Morgan, Ron 
Turner, Geoff Richardson, Paul McCabe and John Lang.

Gold Coast Titans coach John Cartwright was there 
along with his team’s co-captains Greg Bird and Nate 
Myles.

Men of League Gold Coast committee president, Ian 
Amos, who also acted as auctioneer, was well-pleased 
with the overall result of the event.

“We have raised in excess of $14,000 for the Men of 
League and I think I can safely say that the internationals’ 
dinner has cemented itself as a major annual event for 
the game here on the Gold Coast,” he said. 

“It has been tremendous to see the support offered 
from local football clubs and particularly the younger 
generation. 

“While we certainly acknowledge the presence of the 

‘old timers’ it’s great to see guys like current Test stars 
in Greg Bird and Nate Myles find the time to join us.”

Ian Amos, better-known to all and sundry as ‘Mossie’, 
showed his skill as an auctioneer when a range of 
donated goods was offered to an enthusiastic audience.

Some funny and interesting yarns were told from a 
different era when footy ‘verbals’ were common and 
‘what goes on tour stays on tour’ edict existed with 
the press as well as players. One included Roach 
revealing why Cartwright had both his eyes patched for 
a day while in France during the 1990 Kangaroo tour . 

Four team jerseys went ‘under the hammer’, with an 
Australian and a South Sydney strip each going for 
$1600.

A special Men of League jersey brought a healthy 
$1500 and a Cronulla-Sutherland jersey from the  
infamous 1973 grand final clash with Manly-Warringah 
attracted plenty of interest and was knocked down for 
$1100.

“Putting on a show like this does not just happen,” 
Amos said. “It takes a lot of work from quite a few 
people and I want to express my sincere thanks to the 
local Men of League committee and the staff here at 
the Burleigh Bears Leagues Club.

“Without their assistance it would not have happened.”

Amos was also grateful to the support received from 
various sponsors of the evening, with particular 
mention to the ‘lubricant’ which keeps Queensland 
moving, XXXX,  and Angove Family Wines for the 
superb range of South Australian wines provided.

For any further information on the event contact Kim 
Lee, at the Burleigh Bears Leagues Club, telephone 
(07) 5572-4055.

AN ARRAY OF  
INTERNATIONALS
BY BOB WONDERS

South Sydney legends from the 1960s, on stage in the 
‘dressing room’, hold court at the dinner – (from left) Bob 
Moses, Elwyn Walters, Bob McCarthy, Bob Honan, John 
Sattler and Ron Coote.
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Paul Broughton learned more about mateship 
and club spirit at Past Brothers club in Brisbane 
in 1974 than at any other time in his long, 

distinguished coaching career.

That camaraderie should not be confused with a 
carefree attitude to football as Brothers showed by 
defying the odds to reach the BRL grand final, where 
they lost 9-2 to Valleys in a try-less encounter.

The players, among them future ‘super coach’ Wayne 
Bennett at fullback, also had to adapt to Broughton’s 
sometimes radical (for the time) coaching methods.

In 1973, with Test forward Col Weiss as captain-coach, 
Brothers had failed to make the finals and president 
Frank Melit looked to Sydney for fresh blood.

A former St George player, chairman of selectors and 
reserve grade coach, Broughton was one week off life 
membership at the Dragons when Melit approached him.

Broughton was described by The Courier-Mail as “a 
Sydney businessman of independent means” who 
made the move north to prove his “revolutionary” 
coaching methods. At St George, Broughton had been 
instrumental in establishing specialised coaching 

Paul Broughton has covered more territory than most over more than half 
a century in rugby league. But his one season coaching in Brisbane, the 
Brothers side of 1974 that included Wayne Bennett, still stands strong in 
his memory. BY STEVE RICKETTS

clinics and an academy system, with Cronulla and 
Parramatta following suit.

But ahead of the 1974 season the Dragons were 
not willing to accommodate Broughton as coaching 
director, rejecting his “total club concept” under which 
all grades trained to a similar plan and all coaches 
were answerable to him.

“There had been no system in place to provide for the 
evolution of footballers from juniors to the top grade,” he 
said. “Brothers showed faith in me and they epitomised 
everything good about a forward thinking club.”

Broughton arrived at Brothers with Tony White, a 
diminutive snowy haired 19-year-old halfback from St 
George’s under-23 side. White’s tigerish defence and 
sharp attack saw him selected for Combined Brisbane 
later that season. Paired in the halves with dual 
international Geoff Richardson from Wests, White had 
a superb game in Brisbane’s 20-15 win over the touring 
Great Britain side.

“Tony was the stand out player in a poor season for 
St George 23s,” Broughton said. “He went back to his 
home town, Walgett at the end of ‘73 because he didn’t 
like Sydney.”

The always youthful Paul Broughton at Gold 
Coast’s Skilled Stadium.  Photo courtesy: 
DAILY TELEGRAPH

BROUGHTON’S SPECIAL BAND OF BROTHERS 
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White endeared himself to Brothers’ fans and 
teammates alike, and his death in a car accident on a 
trip back to Walgett at the end of the 1974 season was 
one of the saddest moments in the club’s history. 

Brothers signalled they were premiership threats when 
they thrashed 1973 grand finalists, Redcliffe, 31-0 in 
the mud at Lang Park in April, with Bennett, White and 
centres Graham Quinn and Graham Roberts, the son 
of former Test winger Ron Roberts, having a field day. 
The club’s title hopes received another boost in late 
May when Queensland representative forward David 
Wright returned from a stint in England, where he was 
part of Warrington’s Challenge Cup winning side.

Leading into the finals, Brothers were hit hard with 
injuries, losing Roberts, hooker Ross Franklin and 
second-rower Pat Maguire.

But Brothers played their best football of the season in 
beating Souths 27-12 in the first semi-final at Lang Park, 
with veteran former Test hooker Brian Fitzsimmons 
earning a recall and winning the last 10 scrums, a 
period in which the Magpies conceded three tries.

Ian Dauth scored two tries and landed six goals for 
a tally of 18 points, giving Souths’ rising star Mitch 
Brennan a lesson in wing play, although Brennan still 
managed a smart try from a bomb.

“Our centre, Graham Quinn went on to play for 
Australia when he joined St George in Sydney, and I 
felt ‘Dauthy’ should have represented his country as 
well,” says Broughton.

Brothers’ personality player of 1974 was robust 
forward Noel ‘Chips’ Harrington who could steamroll 
through any defence on his day. But Chips also 
enjoyed a beer the night before a game, and 
sometimes arrived for duty a little worse for wear.

“Before one big game I tried to convince Wayne 
Bennett, who was then a policeman, to arrest Chips 
and to put him in the lock-up for the night so he would 
be fresh,’” Broughton recalled. “Wayne wanted nothing 
to do with it.”

Brothers qualified for the grand final when they beat 
Norths 12-9 in the preliminary final, courtesy of a 
110-metre try in the 75th minute. Norths’ replacement 
centre Lee Hutchinson took a shot at field goal in an 
attempt to break the 9-9 deadlock, but was wide of the 
mark. 

Bennett fielded the ball and gained 30 metres before 
he was tackled. From the ruck the ball swept out the 
backline to winger Brad Shelvey who gained ground 
before sending a pass in-field to second-rower Ian 

Sartori who drew the cover defence before passing 
back to Shelvey to score in the corner.

To this day, Bennett regards that match as his best 
in club football. “Everything I did, I felt I did extremely 
well,” he recalls. “I never tried to be a strike player. I 
always wanted to be involved for the whole 80 minutes. 
But that day I held myself back and came into play for 
maximum effect. I think that was one of the reasons 
I had enough energy to make a try saving tackle on 
[Norths’ winger] Peter Smith in the corner. He hit the 
ground signage and suffered ligament damage and I 
don’t think he played again.”

Brothers’ dogged determination wasn’t enough 
to upset favourites Valleys in the grand final with 
Diehards coach Henry Holloway celebrating his fourth 
premiership in six years at the club. Valleys spent 
80 per cent of the match in Brothers’ territory, with 
Brothers displaying tremendous grit in defence. They 
scored three goals and three field goals to Brothers’ 
one goal.

In one bizarre incident, Valleys winger Paul Gayler 
was tackled from behind and wrestled to the ground by 
a drunken spectator. The man, in shorts and singlet, 
staggered over the outer fence and ran a tottering 
course for almost 50 metres before pouncing on 
Gayler. He then staggered off the field and was soon 
lost in the crowd. 

“Valleys had a magnificent team, and it was no 
disgrace to lose to them,” Broughton recalled. “I loved 
my time in Brisbane, and some of the unique aspects 
of the game up there. I found it fascinating that players 
had to walk through the public bar at Lang Park to 
get to the dressing rooms, even visiting NSW and 
international touring sides had to run the gauntlet.

“At Brothers I learnt more about camaraderie and spirit 
than any other club I was involved with. It’s so sad 
what happened to Brothers in later years, with the club 
folding at the top level because of financial woes.”

At the end of the ‘74 season, Brothers announced 
they had re-signed Broughton, but reluctantly granted 
him a release to coach Balmain, where he spent two 
seasons before coaching Newtown for a further two.

In 1986 he became the first full-time coaching director 
with the NSW Rugby League. More recently he has 
been synonymous with Gold Coast Titans, where he 
was foundation chairman.

 Now 82, Broughton shows no signs of slowing down, 
and he has a host of business projects on the go, as 
well as continuing to promote his autobiography ‘One 
More Walk Around the Block’.
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Brenton Lawrence isn’t a household rugby 
league name, although the Manly Sea Eagles 
forward has quickly gained respect with his 

performances in the past two NRL seasons particularly.

Debuting in 2011 at the age of 26 for the Gold Coast 
Titans after his five seasons in Canberra failed to 
provide an NRL appearance, he’s often asked whether 
giving up his dream of playing NRL was ever an option. 

His partner, Channel 9 television reporter Casey Devin, 
believes his struggles have had the opposite effect. 
And Lawrence’s unwavering desire to one day run out 
on the field in front of thousands of fans is what Casey 
admires most. 

“Once he sets his mind to something, absolutely 
nothing will get in his way,” Casey said. “If anything, 
I believe not playing in the NRL until he was 26 has 
given him more incentive to achieve those goals. 
He also doesn’t take anything about his life now for 
granted, which I also love about him. He’s had to work 
extremely hard to get to the position he is in.” 

Lawrence has moved around Australia several times 
for rugby league. Born and bred in Adelaide, ‘BJ’ began 
playing at the age of nine for the Central Districts 
Roosters. In 2002, Canberra Raiders offered him a 
contract at the age of 18, and he played five seasons 
in under-18s, under-20s and reserve grade, but never 
making his NRL debut. So in 2009 he took on the 
role as captain-coach for the Woden Valley Rams 
in the Canberra competition and led the team to the 
preliminary finals, their highest placing in 10 seasons.

In 2010 Lawrence relocated to the Gold Coast after 
a call from a friend who played for Burleigh Bears. 
His impressive form caught the eye of the Titans and 
he finally made his NRL debut in round 16 2011 and 
played 18 games for the Titans before being offered a 
contract by Manly for 2013.

Having met only two years ago on the glitzy Gold 
Coast, it’s hard to believe how far the couple have 
come together although, Casey confessed, she almost 
let him slip through her fingers. 

They first locked eyes at Titans playing fields, as 
Casey would often attend training to cover NRL 

stories. A little while later they spotted each other at a 
fundraising event but words weren’t exchanged until 
months later Lawrence finally plucked up the courage 
to ask a mutual friend for Casey’s number, and a 
romantic dinner was arranged.

“I found out I was moving to Sydney for work the week 
before our first date so had to convince myself to even 
go out with him, but after that night I was so glad I did!” 
said Casey. 

BJ made the move not long after. Now living on the 
northern beaches, the couple try to live a ‘normal’ 
life, which is no easy task for a professional athlete 
and a broadcast journalist. Having an even work/life 
balance is proving difficult, with Casey often chasing 
stories on weekends. “There’s no such thing as a 
typical weekend for us! They depend on when Brenton 
is playing and when I’m working. We sometimes 
have days off together during the week so we try to 
go exploring around Sydney when we can,” Casey 
explained. 

The self-confessed tourists are settling in to the Sydney 
hustle and bustle and embracing the lifestyle change. 

“It’s so nice having such a choice of things to do, 
whether it is hopping on a ferry or trying a nice cafe. 
We climbed the Harbour Bridge earlier this year and I 
think I fell in love with Sydney even more. We are just 
trying to make the most of it while we can,” Casey said. 

Some of BJ’s family live in Sydney which has helped 
him feel more at home. With his contract expiring at the 
end of this season, shifting from Manly doesn’t seem 
to be on their agenda any time soon despite being 
associated with a team that everybody loves to hate. 
“Manly is a great club. Everyone is so friendly and have 
really made BJ and me feel so welcome,” Casey said. 

With the dreaded 30s just around the corner for BJ, 
questions about the life expectancy of his career are 
always lurking in the shadows. Casey believes BJ has 
plenty more seasons up his sleeve, and if all goes well 
he can achieve his 100 games milestone. 

As for BJ’s 30th birthday celebrations, “He is heading 
to Vegas with some of his mates to celebrate the big 
3-0. No girls allowed!”

BY YOUR SIDE 
WITH CASEY DEVIN

BY ERIN ZILLMAN
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JUNE

06 Jun Illawarra Kick Off Club Port Kembla Leagues Club

08 Jun Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Roosters London Tavern Hotel 

12 Jun Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

13 Jun Southern Sydney Business Lunch Sylvania Bowling Club

18 Jun Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

18 Jun Melbourne State of Origin 2 Limerick Arms Hotel

22 Jun Fraser Coast Bowls Day Hervey Bay Bowls Club

27-30 Jun National Men of League Weekend Various

JULY

05 Jul South Coast Black Tie Christmas in July Milton Ulladulla ExServos

05 Jul Tuggerah Lakes State of Origin Dinner Wyong Leagues Club

06 Jul North West NSW Bowls Day Manilla Bowling Club

09 Jul Melbourne State of Origin 3 Limerick Arms Hotel

11 Jul Southern Division Toowoomba Annual Function Toowoomba Sports Club

18 Jul Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

18 Jul Illawarra Bowls Day Warilla Bowls Club

18 Jul Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

19 Jul Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Raiders London Tavern Hotel

24 Jul Central Coast Race Day Gosford Race Club

25 Jul Western Sydney Graham Murray Anniversary Tribute Night Cabramatta Leagues Club

26 Jul Western Region Bowls Day Dubbo

26 Jul Mid North Coast NSW Dinner Taree Leagues Sports Club

27 Jul Fraser Coast Golf Day Maryborough Golf Club

AUGUST

14 Aug Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

15 Aug Illawarra Kick Off Club Wollongong Golf Club

15 Aug Tweed District 10th Anniversary Dinner TBC

20 Aug Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

29 Aug Northern Sydney Sportsman Lunch Collaroy Services Beach Club

29 Aug Southern Division Gatton Sportsperson Luncheon and Golf Gatton

MEN OF LEAGUE EVENTS CALENDAR
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SEPTEMBER

05 Sep Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

12 Sep Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

13 Sep Upper Hunter Trivia Night Muswellbrook RSL

19 Sep Gold Coast Golf Day Gold Coast

25 Sep Queensland Luncheon TBC

26 Sep Central Coast Golf Day Shelly Beach

26 Sep Illawarra Finals Luncheon Dapto Leagues Club

OCTOBER

01 Oct National Gala Dinner The Star

05 Oct Melbourne Grand Final Limerick Arms Hotel

09 Oct Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

11 Oct Canberra Monaro Golf Day Goulburn Golf Club

11 Oct South Coast Nowra Spring Classic Greyhound Meeting Shoalhaven Greyhound Track

11 Oct Southern Division Sportsperson Night Jandowae

12 Oct Tweed District Bowls Day Coolangatta Bowling Club

15 Oct Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

17 Oct Illawarra Kick Off Club Figtree Bowling Club

18 Oct Upper Hunter Bowls Day Scone RSL

24 Oct Bundaberg Sportsman’s Dinner Brothers Sports Club

25 Oct National Race Day Rosehill Gardens Racecourse

26 Oct Fraser Coast Bowls Day Doon Villa Bowls Club

31 Oct Western Region Golf Day Dubbo

NOVEMBER

14 Nov Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

21 Nov Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

28 Nov Sunshine Coast Golf Day Horton Park Golf Club

30 Nov Southern Division Sportspersons and Museum Function Allora

DECEMBER

02 Dec Illawarra Kick Off Club Collies Club

11 Dec Sunshine Coast Christmas Luncheon Mooloolaba Surf Club

13 Dec Tweed District Christmas Party & Day at the Dogs Border Park, Tweed Heads

17 Dec Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

2015

27 Feb Tweed District Sportsmen’s Lunch

01 May Tweed District Golf Day
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The Foundation wishes to recognise the recent passing of the following 
people who left a positive legacy within the rugby league community.  
For more tributes or expanded versions, go to www.menofleague.com

REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
ROSS GIGG 
Ross Gigg, secretary of Men of 
League’s Newcastle committee, 
was admired by many in rugby 
league. Constantly happy and 
friendly, Ross worked hard for our 
game and was always available 
to help wherever he could. 

More than 700 attended his funeral in Newcastle, 
including Australian Test coach Tim Sheens, Penrith 
Panthers legends Royce Simmons and Greg 
Alexander, St George legends Johnny King and Eddie 
Lumsden and Harness Racing NSW chief executive 
Sam Nati and chairman Rex Horne.

Born in western Sydney, Gigg attended Doonside High 
and established himself in his early teens as a talented 
centre. He played with the Blacktown Leagues Club 
in the Penrith junior league and was also a talented 
athlete, especially in 400 metre running and javelin. 

Gigg captained the Penrith’s S.G. Ball and Jersey 
Flegg teams before being graded by the Panthers 
and quickly rising to first grade where his teammates 
included Phil Gould, Sheens and English import Mick 
Stephensen. He played on the wing for Penrith in the 
1974 Amco Cup final against Western Division as an 
18 year old.

Ross played with the Panthers from 1974 to 1979, and 
1982-84, including 110 first grade games, enjoying two 
seasons with Lithgow Shamrocks in between.  

Ross, who was 58, went into sports administration, 
becoming Penrith’s assistant club secretary before 
moving to Perth to become CEO of the Western 
Australian Rugby League. In 1992 the family moved 
back to the east coast, where Gigg took on the role of 
Newcastle Harness Racing club as CEO, a position 
he held for 22 years. For the past few years, Ross 
has also helped with the junior driving program at the 
Hunter Academy of Sport and put in many hours as 
secretary of the Newcastle Hunter committee of the 
Men of League.

JIM BADGER 
Jim Badger played for Belrose Rugby League 
and gave an enormous amount of his time to the 
community. He will be remembered not only for his 
contribution to the community and rugby league but 
also as the first Humphrey B Bear, from the popular 
children’s television show that went on to become one 
of the most successful programs for pre-schoolers in 
Australia.

BRIAN BURGERS 
Former Group 14 referee Brian Burgers, and Men of 
League member, passed away suddenly at Maitland in 
January.

Brian came to Dunedoo in 1954 as a 17 year old and 
played for the local club in the late 50s and early 60s. 
He became a referee and the highlight of his career 
was when he was appointed to control the 1971 grand 
final between Coonabarabran and Dunedoo. He 
coached his son Wayne in the Dunedoo under 18s in 
1973 and was always a keen supporter of the club and 
contributed in many ways, mostly behind the scenes. 

KEVIN ‘DARKIE’ DAWES 
Kevin was a true Canterbury Bulldogs supporter and 
a life member of the club. He played with Bankstown 
United in the 1970s and before starting as a masseur 
with the Bulldogs in 1975 and staying for 30 years. 

Kevin unfortunately passed away about a week after 
a Men of League welfare visit but Ben Ross was able 
to obtain a Bulldogs t-shirt for Kevin which Newcastle 
committee men Ross Gigg and John King presented 
to him in hospital. This certainly brought a smile to his 
face. Former Bulldogs player Glenn Nissen was able 
to pay Kevin a visit while he was in hospital and this 
also made him very happy. 

RON MCKAY 
The former Kiwi Test centre represented New Zealand 
17 times between 1952-56, beating Australia on 
our shores in 1952. In 1982 Ron was named in the 
Takarangi team of the century. He died at age 82.
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REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
NEVILLE HAND 
The Riverina is mourning the loss of rugby league 
legend Neville Hand, the former international forward 
and local referee. 

Hand represented NSW from North Sydney in 1947-48 
and was chosen for the Australian team in the second 
Test against New Zealand in 1948 and the 1948-49 
Kangaroo tour. He returned to negotiate a release from 
North Sydney to join Gundagai as captain-coach.

Hand will be remembered as one of Riverina’s best 
and was named as Gundagai’s forward of the century 
in 2008. He later became a leading referee in Riverina 
and Maher Cup competitions. Born in 1924, Hand 
passed away in Cootamundra where he had resided in 
recent years.

PAUL HUNTER 
Goulburn Rugby League has lost one its greatest 
stalwarts and supporters with the passing of Paul 
Hunter in March at age 64.

Hunter had been involved in rugby league for over 45 
years, serving the game as a Goulburn Workers Club 
player and committeeman, rubbing down the players 
from under-18s to first grade, plus marking and setting 
up the ground for play to the day he died. Paul also 
helped out the junior teams as a coach and manager.

Paul was a devoted family man and a community-
minded person, and a real character who would 
always put a smile on people’s faces.

WILLIAM JOHNSON 
William Johnson died at age 61 in Dubbo after a long 
battle with leukaemia. Bill was a strong supporter 
of rugby league and was the foundation strapper 
for Westside in Dubbo and manager of the A grade 
side. After Westside dropped out of the Group 11 
competition he continued to follow and support the 
local teams in Macquarie and Dubbo CYMS. He was a 
committee member of these clubs.

KEVIN MACDONALD 
Former St George 1962 premiership winner Kevin 
MacDonald passed away in April, aged 78. His 
many friends attended his service and listened to his 
daughter Janelle and grandchildren Trent and Amber 

pay tribute to this gentle caring man. An excellent 
goalkicker, Kevin kicked three goals in the mud at the 
SCG with John King scoring the St George try, in the 
9-6 win over Wests in 1962. 

He played his junior football with Mascot in the South 
Sydney competition and coached Souths third grade 
after retiring from playing. A motor mechanic by trade 
Kevin worked with Don Malone who coincidentally 
was the Wests halfback that day. Men of League had 
visited Kevin in hospital and later on kept in touch with 
him and his devoted wife Gwen visiting at Banks Lodge 
Nursing Home at Peakhurst.

LYALL MACKAY 
The father of international lock Brad Mackay will be 
sadly missed. Lyall played first grade for the Bowraville 
Tigers from the age of 16 and was a member of many 
premiership teams. A back-rower, he was pursued by 
Brisbane Norths where he played one season before 
returning home to Bowraville. 

After moving to Sydney the family lived in Kogarah 
where Brad played for Brighton Seagulls and Lyall 
served on the committee. Lyall was highly respected 
and was the first person to secure a sponsorship for a 
Brighton junior team. Men of League had visited Lyall 
at the Endeavour Nursing Home in Kogarah a few 
weeks prior to his passing.

JOE MEDWAY 
Joe passed away suddenly in March. He was 63. He 
was a committeeman with the Goulburn Workers club, 
a true behind the scenes man who helped out the 
club in a quiet way. He was also a keen photographer 
who took photos for the club and the Goulburn Post 
newspaper. He also was a community minded person, 
volunteering with Rotary, Legacy, the Goulburn Racing 
Club and the Goulburn Show Society. Joe passed 
away while helping set up the Goulburn and Southern 
Tablelands exhibition at the Royal Easter Show.

BOB MCGUINESS 
The former Wests Magpies centre passed away 
recently, aged 71. Bob played 92 first grade matches 
with Wests in his seven seasons from 1962, including 
the 1963 grand final, the match that produced the 
famous ‘Gladiators’ photo. He opposed the legendary 
Reg Gasnier that day.



MEN OF LEAGUE JUNE 201438

After leaving Wests, Bob played and coached on the 
South Coast with Port Kembla and Gerringong, taking 
Gerringong to the South Coast first grade premiership 
in 1972.

An industrial arts high school teacher, he became 
involved with the Australian Schoolboys team and in 
1981 managed the side and in 1982 coached the team 
on their New Zealand tour. Among the many good 
players in the Australian team during his involvement 
were Andrew Ettingshausen, Ben Elias, Ricky Walford, 
Scott Gale and Paul Langmack. In his retirement, 
McGuiness lived in the Tweed Heads area. 

JOHN SLATTERY 
Slattery was a Chelsea Old Mate, former Alexandria 
Rovers man who also played for Kingsford in the 
second division competition. He passed away in 
February. 

DARRELL SMITH 
Darrell was a well-known rugby league player in the 
coalfields area of Kurri Kurri in the late 1940s, and also 
played league in Townsville and Mt Isa. After sustaining 
a bad ankle injury he returned to Abermain and then 
had a brief stint with Manly before his ankle problem 
returned and he retired. Smith had a successful career 
in the trucking business, carting beer to many pubs in 
the Hunter Valley. He will be long remembered for his 
love of rugby league and his impeccable manners and 
consideration for others.

DONALD TURNBULL 
Donny, a life member of  the Moore Park club, passed 
away in February in Wagga Wagga after a short 
illness. He was one of the founding members of Moore 
Park, serving as honorary treasurer for over 10 years. 
He was manager of sides, helped set up the canteen at 
Coogee every Sunday and was always there when the 
club needed a hand. 

Don moved to Wagga Wagga where he was actively 
involved with his social golf group. He worked for only 
the one company, Mathew & Sons.

PAUL YOUNG 
Paul, who died at age 63, played his junior league 
football with Granville Diggers as a clever ball-playing 
and tough tackling forward and represented Wests 
junior representative sides in the late 1960s and 
was called up to grade when only 17. He played 
some lower grade games with Wests but returned to 
junior football where he earned a reputation as an 
uncompromising and talented player. He played in 
Granville Diggers’ 1972 A grade premiership win. 

He moved to the Central Coast of NSW where he 
played in the Woy Woy’s four premiership wins of 
1975, 76, 79 and 80 under the coaching of John 
Monie. At Paul’s funeral, Monie was full of praise of 
Paul’s contribution to the success of those sides as a 
player and mentor to the rest of the team. Young was 
named in the Woy Woy team of the century.

STICKS AND TWIGS REUNITE
BY TONY DURKIN

Giants of the game, Norm Provan and Kel 
O’Shea, arguably the best second row 
pairing to play for their state and country, 

were recently reunited under less-than-happy 
circumstances.

Men of League Sunshine Coast committee arranged for 
their patron Provan to visit his former NSW and Australian 
teammate who is a patient at Redland Residential Care in 
southern Brisbane. He has dementia.

Affectionately known as ‘Sticks’ and ‘Twigs’, the pair 
played together in 12 Tests between 1954 and 1958, 
eight times in the second row. On the other four 
occasions O’Shea played lock. 

O’Shea, who was born in Ayr in North Queensland and 
turns 81 in July, played for Sydney Wests from 1956 to 
1963. He had one season for Brisbane Souths in 1955, 

finished his playing career as player-coach at Maitland 
and then coached at both Tamworth and Chinchilla. 
After retiring he and his wife Margaret managed and 
owned several hotels, the most recent the historic 
Redland Bay Hotel for 14 years.

Provan regards O’Shea as one of the best players he 
opposed, tough as teak. The pair opposed each other 
in three grand finals – 1958, 1961 and 1963 – each of 
which was won by Provan’s St George Dragons.

“It was wonderful to catch up with Kel again, although 
I would obviously have preferred the circumstances to 
be better,” said big Norm.

“Kel was one of those genuine opponents I always 
looked forward to playing against. We had some tough 
battles over the years with no favours asked or given, 
but afterwards it was handshakes and smiles. And 
playing beside him was an honour.

“He may have lost his memory, but his gentle nature is 
still with him.”
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ENGLISH LEGEND  
RECALLS THE GREATS 
Legendary English player David 
Bolton gave an insight into the 
legends of his time to Western 
Sydney welfare officers Noel 
Willick, John Wilson, John Billings 
and Garry O’Donnell to his home 
at South Penrith. His wife Christine 
said he was excited that someone 
was visiting.

Bolton, an original member of the 
Men of League, is suffering from 
short term memory loss but his 
memories of his old days playing 
in England and later Balmain were 
spot on. He rattled off the best 
English players, rating Billy Boston 
and Brian McTigue as the two best 
he had played with. As for Aussies, 
he claimed there were none better 
than John Raper and Reg Gasnier. 
The two toughest of any nationality 

LENDING A HELPING HAND
ALEX’S INSPIRING MESSAGE  
If anyone knows the meaning of hard work, it’s Alex Walker. At 29, Alex 
was a promising footballer who injured the same vertebrae in his neck 
as Alex McKinnon did and became a quadriplegic while playing in an 
Indigenous tournament.

After his injury 18 months ago, Alex couldn’t speak for a month and 
doctors told him he would never move his arms and legs again. He 
spent over 10 months in hospital and with the tireless help of his fiancé 
and carer, Renee Gray, he has beaten the odds after six months at a 
rehabilitation program called Walk On. 

Men of League’s welfare and education office Ben Ross visited Alex in 
hospital and was inspired by his determination.

“When I arrived at Walk On, I was surprised with the intensity at which they 
trained,” Ross said. “He is now talking, has good movement in his arms and 
core strength, all because of the work the staff are putting him through.  

“Men of League are supporting his efforts and will continue to follow his 
amazing progress. Before the end of our visit, Alex left us with a few  
short words to share with our members, which resonated strongly 
considering McKinnon’s fate: “Miracles happen. It’s a mindset game.  
Push beyond the barriers and anything could happen. It could happen 
today, tomorrow, miracles happen. So all you’ve got to do is stay positive 
and never give up.”

Ben Ross visiting Alex Walker

were Vince Karalius and Arthur 
Beetson. 

Bolton played 12 years at Wigan 
and had six years at the Tigers, 
helping them win the premiership 
in 1969. He later coached at 
Parramatta in 1972 and he was an 
assistant coach under Tim Sheens 
at Penrith between 1984 and 1987. 
In England he was rated by many 
as the best five-eighth to play for 
his country.

DINO NEEDS COMPANY 
Norm Pounder, Denis Bendall and 
Ken Vessey visited Dino Rubbo 
in the spinal Unit, Royal North 
Shore Hospital (RNSH). Dino, 43, 
suffered a broken neck (C4/C5 
cervical injuries) in a fall and was 
rushed to the Brisbane Hospital 
where he remained for three weeks 
before being transferred to the 

RNSH where he has undergone 
surgery and extensive rehabilitation 
treatment. He is able now to move 
around in an electronic wheelchair 
plus has increased movement in 
his arms and hands and has some 
feeling in his legs.

Hailing from Alstonville, where he 
is a self-employed carpenter, Dino 
played for Marist Brothers, Lismore 
and he is a keen follower of the NRL 
and State of Origin clashes. As most 
of his family and friends reside in 
Queensland and Northern NSW he 
enjoys seeing visitors, especially his 
mother who also brings down his 
sons Jake and Loui.

We will stay in contact with Dino 
to closely monitor his health and 
progress and explore any avenues 
of future assistance the Men of 
League might be able to consider. 
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A RESPECTED NAME 
The name Bradstreet is familiar 
with sport on Sydney’s northern 
beaches, and Ted Bradstreet has 
made a great contribution to rugby 
league and Northern Sydney 
welfare officers Ken Vessey and 
Fred Jackson found it a pleasure to 
visit the founding vice-president of 
Men of League Northern Sydney at 
his Dee Why apartment .

Ted worked for over 20 years with 
the Department of Main Roads and 
in retirement has been involved 
with voluntary activities with the 
Men of League, Meals on Wheels 
and visiting patients at Manly 
Hospital. 

The name Bradstreet is a well-
known and respected one through 
the feats of Ted’s older brother Bill, 
who had a distinguished career 
with the Sea Eagles and Australia 
in the 1960s and 70s, and whose 
sons have forged fine sporting 
careers - Darren, who played rugby 
league in the 1990s with Illawarra 
and in England, and Shawn who 
played first class cricket with NSW 
from Manly Warringah Cricket 
Club, where he is head coach.

Ted’s late father Fred, an ex-chief 
superintendent of NSW Police, 
also played for the South Sydney 
first grade from 1936 to 1940 and 
Norths from 1941 to 1944.

BARBER BOB STILL  
HAS TOUCH 
Bob Cameron is a lifelong supporter 
of rugby league and is well known 
to former players. He owned a 
barber shop for many years in the 
Eastern Suburbs and during this 
time cut the hair of many players. 
During a visit by Alan Webb, Warren 
Thompson and John Peard, Bob 
showed he hadn’t lost his touch by 
giving ‘Bomber’ a trim-up.

He is recovering from a recent fall 
where he cracked his hip and after 
having a plate inserted is now on 
the road to recovery. 

IGOR ON THE MEND 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Norm Pounder, Fred Jackson and 
Ken Vessey had the pleasure to 
visit Terry ‘Igor’ Randall and his 
wife Debbie at their residence, 
where Terry is on the road to 
recovery after undergoing surgery 
for a ruptured abscess on his 
appendix and further treatment for 
an infection in his wound. 

Randall said he had not felt well 
for a while and told Debbie “to get 
me to the hospital” when the pain 
was worse than anything he’d felt 
– which is some statement coming 
from a player regarded as one 
of the toughest players and the 
hardest tacklers in history who has 
had four knee replacements.

He played all his club rugby league 
with Manly Warringah, clocking 
up 208 first grade games and 
premierships in 1972 (Manly’s 
first), 1973, 1976 and 1978 before 
retiring after the 1982 grand final 
loss to Parramatta. He’d played 
13 games for NSW, 12 Tests for 
Australia and toured with the 
1973 Kangaroos and 1977 World 
Cup squad (he was selected for 
another Kangaroo tour in 1978 
but withdrew because of personal 
reasons). He later served on the 
boards for the Manly leagues club 
and the football club and coached 
the Sea Eagles under-21s team.

These days he keeps himself 
busy with his excavation company 
but loves nothing better than his 
time with Debbie, daughter Latita 
and her husband Cato, two sons 
Chad, Matt and their wives Jacqui 
and Natasha plus his four lovely 
grandchildren. 

CONCUSSION RULE  
PROVES A SAVIOUR 
Up and coming Panthers player 
Mitch Denning is an example 
of how valuable the NRL’s new 
concussion rule is.

Denning copped a knee to the face 
and was knocked out he went in for 
a regular tackle. He regained his 
feet but because of the new rule he 
was forced to come off the field and 
be assessed. 

His neck became stiff and sore so 
he went for scans which showed 
he had broken three vertebra. Had 
he played on, he could have done 
serious damage. 

Welfare and education manager 
Ben Ross visited him the next day 
and he was grateful that Men of 
League were there to support him. 
He has now had his operation and 
back home walking and beginning 
his rehabilitation program. 

LIFETIME LEAGUE SERVANT 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Fred Jackson and Ken Vessey 
paid longstanding Men of League 
member Garry Dodd a visit at 
Westmead Private Hospital, where 
he was recovering from recent 
surgery.

Garry has had a lifetime of 
involvement with rugby league 
teams and refereeing in the 
Group 7 region. In 1969 he was 
the foundation secretary of the 
Gerringong Junior Rugby League 
Club and from then until 1994 
established himself as a highly 
rated referee in the Group 7 
competitions. Upon retiring he 
became actively involved on the 
referees appointment board and 
the judiciary committee.

His refereeing highlight was when 
he was a touch judge at Dapto 
Showground for the game between 
the touring Great Britain and 
Southern NSW. 

Fred Jackson and Norm Pounder 
visiting Terry and Debbie Randall
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PRINCE AMONG CENTRES 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Ken Vessey, Fred Jackson and 
Norm Pounder enjoyed a chat with 
former Great Britain international 
and captain Phil Jackson, called 
the ‘Prince Among Centres’ at 
English club Barrow Raiders. The 
82 year old had undergone surgery 
to have his third replacement of 
his left knee and had incurred a 
few problems with infection in the 
wound and having a stroke. He 
has now recovered.

Jackson played first grade rugby 
union at 15 but at 18 accepted a 
professional offer to play rugby 
league from Barrow. He played 
226 games and in three Challenge 
Cup finals at Wembley in six years 
during the 1950s and was inducted 
into the Barrow hall of fame 
in 2001 with teammates Willie 
Horne and Jimmy Lewthwaite. He 
captained Great Britain and gained 
27 caps and toured Australasia 
in 1954 and 1958 before a knee 
operation forced him to retire in 
1959. 

Phil immigrated to Australia in 
1960 and came out of retirement to 
play in the front row for Goulburn 
Workers, where he was captain-
coach for eight years. He coached 
the Riverina divisional team in 
1975 to the Country Divisional 
Championship and in 1961-1962 
coached Country Firsts that beat 
the more fancied City Firsts.

Phil was the first English 
international to settle in Australia 
and reverse the trend of Aussies 
going to England for good money. 

He and charming wife Ruth have 
been married for 58 years and 
lived in Wagga Wagga since 1971 
and have a close knit family which 
includes son-in-law Steve Martin, 
the former international half and 
first grade coach. He has recently 
had a biography written by Keith 
Nutter titled A Prince Among 
Centres. These days his interests 
are his family, following the Wagga 
Kangaroos, the NRL and singing in 
a Wagga Wagga male voice choir.

Phil was presented with a Men of 
League polo shirt and cap plus a 
Country Rugby League polo shirt 
(compliments of the CRL) and 
extracts of rugby league programs 
covering his playing days at 
Barrow and his tours of Australia 
with Great Britain touring teams 
(compliments of Terry Williams, 
historian at the Rugby League 
Museum.

Standing (from left): Ken Vessey, Dennis 
Jackson and Fred Jackson; seated Phil 
and Ruth Jackson

LIKU’S CONTRIBUTION AND 
COURAGE REWARDED 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Denis Bendall, Fred Jackson, 
Norm Pounder and Ken Vessey 
were amazed by the courage and 
strength of Liku Kifooti and his wife 
Danielle during a recent visit. Liku 
had suffered serious workplace 
injuries while working as a sub-
contractor arborist, which resulted 
in the loss of sight in his right eye 
and severe facial injuries. He 
certainly portrayed a brave face 
when he declared: “It could have 
been a worse outcome.”

Liku and Danielle, active executive 
members of the Beacon Hill Bears, 
have a six-year-old daughter, 
Rebecca and a 16-year-old son 
Solomon who is said to possess 
remarkable rugby league skills. 
Danielle has been president for 
seven years and was honoured in 
2013 by Men of League Northern 
Sydney for her outstanding 
services and support to the club.

Since the visit Liku he has 
undergone further surgery to 

replace his right eye with a 
temporary eye, pending the 
placement of a permanent artificial 
eye and he faces a number of 
operations and treatment to repair 
facial damage. The Foundation has 
supplied food and petrol vouchers 
to assist and will continue to stay in 
contact with Liku and his family and 
provide any possible further help. 
Beacon Hill Bears also conducted 
a fund-raising night.

KYLE HAS A LONG ROAD  
TO RECOVERY 
Kyle Metcalfe, at 26-year-old 
Beacon Hills Bear player with 
terrible injuries from a playing 
accident, was delighted to receive 
a visit from Northern Sydney 
welfare officers Norm Pounder, 
Denis Bendall and Ken Vessey at 
the Royal North Shore Hospital. 
Kyle had received an accidental 
knee to his face in an A-grade 
match, resulting in a fractured 
eye socket, fractured nose, badly 
damaged sinuses and pressure 
on his brain. He was facing major 
surgery to repair these serious 
injuries plus a long recovery period.  

“Whilst putting on a brave face he 
could not hide his disappointment 
at being injured, as he told us of 
his extended training for the last 
months and his desire to have a 
really successful season playing 
in the centres for the Beacon Hill 
Bears, where he has played for the 
last eight years,” said Vessey.

“He had previously suffered broken 
ribs, fractured fingers, a dislocated 
shoulder but his current injuries 
were by far his most serious and 
he realised his playing career was 
very much in doubt.

“We were most impressed with 
Kyle’s presence of mind and 
determination as he faced his 
pending surgeries, long recovery 
period and his future non playing 
role in rugby league with the 
Beacon Hill Bears club.”
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MACCA HAS A NEW KNEE 
South Sydney legend Bob 
McCarthy was visited by Sydney 
Metro welfare officers Warren 
Thompson and Alan Webb and 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Ken Vessey and Fred Jackson 
while recovering from a knee 
replacement operation.

‘Macca’ revolutionised the role of 
the second-rower with his wide 
running  and scored more than 
100 tries for Souths, becoming 
the second forward to reach the 
milestone behind Frank Burge. 

The athletically built forward came 
through Souths’ junior ranks in the 
early 1960s and was a member of 
the young Rabbitohs team that was 
beaten by St George in the 1965 
grand final. Under the guidance 
of coach Clive Churchill he was 
given greater freedom to skirt wide 
(his memorable intercept try that 
turned the tide of the 1967 grand 
final came from his unorthodox 
positioning on the field). 

He was a vital cog in the 
champion Souths teams that won 
premierships in 1967-68 and 
1970-71, although he was coming 
back from injury in 1968 and had 
to be content with a reserve grade 
premiership. 

‘Macca’ captained Australia in the 
second Test against Great Britain 
in 1973 and scored a defiant try but 
injured his shoulder in the process. 
His last of 10 Test appearances 
was against Great Britain in 1974.

Awarded the MBE in 1977 he 
coached in Brisbane and was Gold 
Coast’s initial coach in 1988-90. He 
has served on the NRL judiciary 
and as chairman of the NSW 
and Australian selection panels. 
Despite his achievements Bob still 
is a humble man who regularly 
attends Chelsea Old Mates days 
where he mingles with former 
teammates and opponents from his 
early days in South Sydney juniors. 

A PART OF HISTORY 
International centre of the 
1940s-50s, Keith Middleton, 
enjoyed a visit form John Peard, 
Warren Thompson and Alan Webb.

Keith, a North Sydney Bear, 
represented Australia in three 
Tests against Great Britain in 1950, 
giving the final pass to winger 
Ron Roberts to score the try in 
the Sydney Cricket Ground mud, 
winning Australia the Ashes for the 
first time in 30 years. 

He joined Norths at 17 from 
Bermagui on the South Coast of 
NSW in 1948. Two years later, at 
age 19, he was selected in the third 
interstate match that propelled him 
into Australia’s Test team. His brief 
rep career ended after another 
appearance for NSW in 1951.

After seven seasons at North 
Sydney Keith joined South Sydney 
but an injury ended his season 
and he retired at 26. He was a 
baker by trade but later became a 
builder.

He resides with his wife and is still 
active playing golf three times a 
week and enjoyed a visit by Men of 
League recently.

AN EAGLES STALWART 
Ed ‘The Toy’ Whiley is certainly a 
Manly Sea Eagles stalwart.

He was the halfback in the 
premiership winning Manly 
Warringah team in the inaugural 
Jersey Flegg competition in 1961 
before being graded in 1964 with 
Manly and went on to play 197 
grade games, including 36 in 
first grade, until his retirement in 
1972. In those days the first grade 
halfback position was difficult 
to crack with the likes of Frank 
Stanton, Garry Toole and Dennis 
Ward at the club.

Whiley’s career highlights were 
playing in his initial first grade 
game under Tony Paskins as 
captain-coach, playing first 
grade under the great coaches 
Wally O’Connell and Ron Willey, 
winning the 1969 reserve grade 
premiership against Balmain with 
Norm Pounder in the team and 
playing in the famous 1970 first 
grade grand final against South 
Sydney (beaten 23-12).

Ed coached junior sides for 
Christian Brothers from 1966-1973, 
served on the Manly from 1989 to 
2000 and was bestowed with life 
membership in 1992. Away from 
the rugby league field, Ed had 
a highly successful commercial 
career over a long period of time 
with The Wrigleys Company Pty 
Ltd.

He is recovering from recent 
poor health and Northern Sydney 
welfare Fred Jackson, Norm 
Pounder and Ken Vessey officers 
had the pleasure to catch up with 
him at Dee Why.

L-R Fred Jackson, Ed Whiley, Norm 
Pounder, Ken Vessey

COLIN’S SPIRITS LIFTED 
Warren Thompson, Alan Webb, 
John Peard and Grahame Bowen 
visited Colin Beath at Kareena 
Private Hospital, Caringbah. Colin, 
brother of former Test forward 
Barry Beath, recently underwent 
surgery for prostate cancer and is 
also suffering from other medical 
conditions.

Colin is originally from the small 
country town of Gooloogong, which 
is situated between Cowra and 
Forbes and also produced former 
Test hooker Royce Simmons. He 
has been involved with the De La 
Salle Caringbah junior club since 
1995 and was the president of that 
club for six years.
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RAY OF SUNSHINE 
RECOVERING 
Sunshine Coast committee 
treasurer Ray McKenzie was 
recently released from Nambour 
Hospital following an altercation 
with his own motor vehicle.

Treasurer of the Sunshine Coast 
Men of League committee since its 
inception in 2007, McKenzie was 
last year was named Queensland 
Men of League volunteer of the 
year. The accident occurred on 
March 24 when his car rolled 
backwards and over him as he 
endeavoured to stop it, and he 
suffered severe internal injuries. 
He underwent extensive surgery 
and was in ICU for several days. 
He is now recuperating in the 
Sunshine Coast Private Hospital at 
Buderim.

Ray McKenzie receives a hospital visit 
from long-time friend and Sunshine 
Coast president Bob Hagan.

AGED CARE OUTING 
Residents from Mater Aged Care 
were treated to an outing to watch 
the Howie Brothers concert at Forbes 
Services Memorial Club, courtesy 
of Men of League Central West.

President John Lasker said they 
are happy to do things like this for 
Mater Aged Care and Jemalong 
Residential Village. “We get kick out 
of it. It’s a good outing for them.” 
Mater residential manager Leona 
Fisher said: “They loved the concert; 
they had a wonderful time and 
thoroughly enjoyed it.”

THANK YOU LETTER FROM 
RICHARDSON FAMILY 
BY GEOFF RICHARDSON 
The Richardson family would 
like to thank the Men of League 
Foundation for their donation of a 
wheelchair that greatly assists Bill 
with his mobility.

Bill, now into his 89th year, resides 
at the full care unit in the Crowley 
Health Centre at Ballina. The 
family decided to move him and 
wife, Shirley, out of their lifetime 
residential town of Taree to be 
closer to family. Rhonda is local in 
Lismore, I reside close by at the 
Gold Coast and Peter can fly in 
from Canberra. Shirley is in a self-
contained residence in the same 
Crowley complex.

Bill and Shirley Richardson had 
been heavily involved in sport 
and recreation in the Taree and 
Manning district. In their younger 
days they both played tennis and 
were members of the Taree Old 
Bar Surf Club. Bill sailed on the 
Manning at the VS Sailing Club 
before taking up bowls at the Taree 
Bowling Club while Shirley bowled 
at the Taree Group 3 Leagues 
Club, rising to be runner up in the 
NSW Country Singles.

It is for Bill’s service to the Taree 
Old Bar Surf Football Club that the 
Foundation have acknowledged 
his contribution and made this 
donation of the wheelchair. Bill was 
mainly the gear steward/assistant 
secretary across the whole club 
involving the three grades. He 
kept a tight rein on jerseys and 
even had a supply of old boots and 
shoulder pads for those in need. 
Shirley was the support crew who 
ran the stall on match days and 
washed the jerseys. They had to 
call the police on one occasion 
when jerseys went missing from 
their clothes line. Bill made use 
of his Adamson’s work truck to 
transport players and equipment 
and when things were tight for the 
club the coach-player, Brad Wynn 

from Junee, bedded down on the 
Richardson back verandah.

Apologies for those names 
forgotten but some of the players, 
coaches and helpers associated 
with TOB footy club during those 
years were: Ken Fogarty, Bobby 
Wallace, Dev Dines, Darcy Henry, 
Pat Timmins, Lenny Schubert, 
Basil Wright, Leo Buchanan, Ding 
Single, Bevan Whiley, Bill Brasil, 
Bill Erickson, Mick, Peter and Reg 
Carter, Don and Rex Solomon, 
John Yarad, Brad Wynn, Robert 
Essey, Kieth Hopkins, Johnny 
McKeogh, The Lambert boys from 
Bootawa, David Russell, Col Bates, 
Billy Spence, Frank Narvo, Reon 
George, Fred Atkins, The Morrison 
young men from Lansdown, Alec 
Willett, Jimmy Court and Mark 
Allan.

My football career started as 
mascot, then ball boy, then as a 
sub for under-18s and A grade 
under the mentoring of my parents 
who were helping to run the show. 
In the Taree Old Bar club and 
around town I grew up playing 
sport with John Adamson, father of 
Matt and Phil, and Gussy Buderus, 
father of Danny. This early 
foundation allowed me to represent 
Australia in both rugby union and 
rugby league and although I reside 
in and played a lot of my footy in 
Queensland, I still see myself as a 
Taree boy. BELCONNEN UNITED 

REUNION 
Belconnen United is holding a 
reunion on Saturday November 
8 at Yowani Country Club.Junior 
and senior players, officials 
and volunteers, and their 
partners from 1969-1986 are 
invited to a night of memories, 
stories and laughter reliving 
the glory days of the Panthers. 
Register your interest via email 
to Milton (Ferg) Mawhinney 
at belconnenunitedoldboys@
gmail.com, Mick Gottaas at 
michaelgottaas@bigpond.com 
or call Steve (Vandy) Wilson 
0417 459 943 
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The Rowles name is well 
known in rugby league and 
rugby union circles around 

Wollongong. It is familiar with 
points-scoring at the highest order 
with Ron Rowles and his son Peter 
holding club records in the Sydney 
competition that stand today.

Ron Rowles, 87, still lives on the 
South Coast. As a boy, Ron was 
one of the best athletes in NSW 
and won state titles in the 100 
yards sprint and long jumping. 

He excelled at rugby league too and 
was elevated to the CBC first grade 
team in 1945 as an 18-year-old 
winger. It took Ron just three games 
before he was selected to play for 
Illawarra against the South Coast in 
1945 and he picked up an excellent 
individual try in the 17-5 win. He 
was then selected for Group 7 in 
their clash with Group 10. 

In 1948 he ran on to the SCG 
for Country Firsts, scoring a try 
and a goal in the 28-13 loss to 
City. The same season he played 
for Country against NZ and in a 
Possibles v Probables selection 
trial for the 1948 Kangaroos, and 
represented Country again in 1949. 

He joined Manly for the 1950 
season. In his five seasons at 
Brookvale, Ron played 83 first 

grade games, scoring 842 points 
from 46 tries and 352 goals at an 
average of more than 10 points a 
game and topped the NSWRL's 
points-scoring list in 1951-54. 

He kicked nine goals in a match on 
six occasions and in 1951 played 
in Manly's first grand final side. 
At Brookvale Oval in 1954, he 
crossed for four tries and landed 
nine goals for 30 points in Manly's 
45-7 win over Canterbury, setting a 
club record which still stands today.

Ron's son, Peter, now 61, was also 
a talented schoolboy player as a 
student of Edmund Rice College 
at Wollongong. While studying at 
Wollongong Teachers' College 
to become a physical education 
teacher, he represented Illawarra in 
rugby union in 1971. The next year 
played for NSW Country and was 
chosen in the Australian team for 
the tour of New Zealand and Fiji. 
He made his Test debut at Suva as 
inside centre and in 1973 toured 
with the Wallabies to England and 
Wales. He played the second of his 
two Tests at Twickenham.

A car accident in 1974 saw him laid 
up for more than eight months but 
he recovered to play league with 
Manly in 1975 but did not play first 
grade. He returned to Illawarra and 
played for Thirroul where he was 

TRADITION ROWLES ON
BY BARRY ROSS

a member of the Illawarra Country 
Championship winning side. 

Wests coach, Roy Masters, enticed 
Peter to Sydney in 1977 to join Tom 
Raudonikis, John Donnelly, Les 
Boyd and John Dorahy, and the next 
year he scored a club record of 229 
points as the Magpies won the minor 
premiership. After a season with 
Newtown in 1979, Peter was back at 
Wests in 1980 for a season before 
retiring. He’d played 54 first grade 
games, scoring 332 points from 
13 tries, 145 goals and three field 
goals. These days he is the career 
development manager at the ACPE 
(Australian College of Physical 
Education), located at Olympic 
Park, Homebush.

A third generation Rowles has also 
written himself into the record books, 
literally that is. Tobias Rowles, 
Peter’s 35-year-old son and a 
leading Australian photographer has 
released a new book ‘Believers’ in 
which he documents a cross-section 
of Australians who are unified 
in a devotion to the St George 
Illawarra Dragons. The concept for 
the book came from his love and 
understanding of league through 
his father’s and grandfather’s 
experiences and the diversity of 
people that follow the game.

“I've grown up around rugby league 
and from a young age have been 
very proud of the achievements 
of both Dad and Pa,” Tobias 
said. “I've always been a fan but 
standing on the hill at Kogarah and 
feeling the atmosphere really made 
me passionate about the Dragons.

“Dragons fans are diverse and 
come in numbers from all over. 
There is also a great sense of 
community, family and belonging. 
This book explores who some of 
these fans really are in their private 
lives, some of the things they find 
important and how their passion for 
the Dragons shaped their lives.”

The book can be purchased from 
www.tobiasrowlesbelievers.com.

Four generations of Rowles: (from left) Velvet, Tobias, Ron and Peter.
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brother, Bruce Jnr, first laced up a pair of footy boots. 
After playing for Garden Island in the war years, his 
dad had a long association with the Greenacre club, 
where his younger brother Mark also played. 

Bruce Jnr was a 15-year member of Greenacre and 
after moving to Perth was a team manager for five 
years at Sorrento Dolphins.

The Men of League family is spread far and wide 
- from Perth to Parramatta, Darwin to Dubbo, 
from Melbourne to Mackay and Tweed Heads 

to Townsville.

And in the case of the rugby league mad Lavery 
family, Men of League membership is spread over 
three generations and three states. Bruce, 90, lives 
in Perth, his son Vince, 69, is now retired and resides 
at Mooloolaba and his son Dean, 43, lives in Sydney, 
where this family tree first started to grow.

Vince says the family’s love affair with rugby league 
kicked off around 60 years ago when he and his 

THREE GENERATIONS IN MEN OF LEAGUE
BY TONY DURKIN

The three generation Men of League members - Vince, Bruce 
and Dean Lavery - at Bruce’s 90th birthday recently.

“We have all had a great 
association with rugby 
league, love the game and 
enjoy our association with 
the Men of League.”
While Vince and Mark both started their careers at 
Greenacre, Mark went on to later play for Canterbury 
and Vince for Wests and the Coogee Randwick 
Wombats. They then joined up again at Marist 
Brothers, in the South Sydney junior competition.

Dean was one of the originals at Coogee Dolphins 
when the club kicked off in 1994. He was secretary of 
the club for eight years and is still actively involved.

“We have all had a great association with rugby league, 
love the game and enjoy our association with the Men of 
League,” said Vince, who regularly attends events and 
functions organised by the Sunshine Coast committee.
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NRL WELFARE & EDUCATION
OUR PLAYERS ARE BETTER PEOPLE FOR HAVING BEEN PART OF THE LEAGUE.

The CareerWise program has been designed to enhance performance, 
to help our athletes play a better game on the field and in every area of 
life, including work, school and further education.

NRL GRADUATES OF LEAGUE 
A record number of elite rugby league players are 
juggling study books and football boots this year as 
part of the game’s Graduates of League program, 
which is unique in Australian sport.

Among the 220 enrolled in university, 75 are NRL players, 
almost three times the number enrolled in 2008 (28). 
Similarly, Holden Cup player enrolments at university have 
more than tripled from 40 in 2008 to 145 this year.

In addition a record 16 academic institutions are 
now on board in the NRL’s Graduates of League 
program, which started in 2012 with just one, the 
University of Wollongong. 

NRL senior welfare and education manager, Paul 
Heptonstall, said: “The NRL invests over $5 million 
each year into the game’s education and welfare 
program to ensure players leave the game better men 
for having been a part of rugby league.

“The Graduates of League program is an important 
element of that investment which has experienced 
overwhelming success in a short space of time with a 
significant increase in academic performance.

“At the end of last season we had five academic 
institutions signed on to the program; and now we 
have 16 across Australia and in New Zealand, which 
can only further enhance the academic outcomes and 
experiences of our players as they prepare for careers 
post-football.”

Players have enrolled in a range of masters, degree 
and certificate courses including law, biomedical 
science, criminology, engineering, commerce, 
economics, theology, policing, architecture, philosophy, 
physiotherapy, physics, business and exercise 
science, nursing and environmental science. 

The Graduates of League program includes academic 
institutions in Auckland, Brisbane, Canberra, Gold 
Coast, Melbourne, Newcastle, Sydney, Townsville and 
Wollongong (see full list below).

The program aims to help players successfully 
complete their studies by providing support through 
mentoring and academic tuition at the participating 
academic institutions. 

It is an important element of the investment which has 
experienced overwhelming success in a short space of 
time with a significant increase in academic performance.

NRL Graduates of League program manager, Dr Sam 
Jebeile, was instrumental in starting the inaugural 
program at University of Wollongong in 2012 to 
increase university entry, retention and completion 
rates of elite athletes and professional sports people. 

Each player receives one hour of student-peer tuition, 
per subject per week. The peer tutors are selected 
based on their academic achievement in specific 
subject areas and were employed and supervised by 
Dr Jebeile. In addition, study workshops and meetings 
are organised and tailored for the student-players. 

Dr Jebeile said: “It is a program founded upon a strong 
theoretical platform and utilises the power of peer tuition 
in achieving some outstanding academic outcomes.”

The academic Institutions that have launched the NRL 
Graduates of League Program are:

Auckland Auckland University of Technology 
  University of Auckland 
Brisbane Australian Catholic University 
  Queensland University of Technology 
Canberra Australian National University 
  University of Canberra 
Gold Coast Griffith University 
Melbourne Australian Catholic University 
Newcastle University of Newcastle 
Sydney  Australian College of Physical Education 
  Australian Catholic University 
  University of New South Wales 
  University of Technology Sydney 
  University of Western Sydney 
Townsville James Cook University 
Wollongong University of Wollongong
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Ryan O’Connor, a graduate 
of the Graduates of League 
program, will complete his 
Bachelor of Commerce degree 
in finance at the University of 
Wollongong in June. Ryan has 
been involved since its inception 
in 2012 when he was playing 
in the Dragons under-20s 
side. Ryan is an exceptional 
participant in the program 

having kept a distinction average and receiving entry 
into the International Golden Key Society, winning a 
scholarship to study in the US.

Ryan has given back to the GOL program and to rugby 
league off the field. He is employed as a GOL peer 
tutor assisting other young Dragons in their studies 
and is now working in the NRL Finance Department as 
assistant accountant.

What have you gained from being involved in 
a peer tutoring relationship: personally and 
academically? Since being involved as both a student 
and tutor I’ve been able to make friends with people 
who are interested and will be working in similar 
areas to mine. These connections will be beneficial 
in the future as we will be able to rely on each other 
for support and networking once in business. The 
program allows everyone to bounce ideas off each 
other and gives you confidence that you are doing 
things correctly. This confidence is invaluable when 
tackling assignments and exams. By having a tutor it 
has allowed me to better develop my understanding 
of finance and has been a contributing factor to my 
academic results, which include a distinction average.  

What do you consider the major successes of you 
time in the peer-tutor relationship? During my time 
in the GOL program I’ve experienced great success. 
I’ve been able to maintain a distinction average, 
received a Dean’s Merit Award (for students in the top 
5 per cent of the faculty), became a member of the 
Golden Key International Honour Society and gained 
a place in the International Scholar Program. These 
successes were driven by the marks I was able to 
achieve which can be attributed to the Graduates of 
League program. 

As a peer tutor I’ve also experienced success, I have 
been able to guide several other Dragons players 
through both finance and accounting subjects. Seeing 
the boys go well in subjects has given me as much 
joy as my own success. As their tutor I’ve felt some 
responsibility for their results so it has been great to 
see them going so well.

Now tutoring first year students, how does it feel 
to be on the other side? At first it felt a little strange 
because I was tutoring some of my good friends 
who I had played with, however I think they actually 
appreciate it more as they know that I have been in 
the same situation (trying to juggle uni and footy) as 
they are in. I’ve found that I get just as nervous when 
they have exams as when I have an exam. I feel 
responsible for their results. It has also been helpful for 
my own study as I am refreshing and reviewing work 
that I’ve already done. 

What are your plans for the future? I’ve recently 
started working at the NRL as an assistant accountant 
in the finance team which I have been enjoying. I’d like 
to continue to work my way up the ranks at the NRL. 
I’d also love to get involved with the NRL clubs. I’m 
very interested in investing and the share market so I’d 
also like to explore these areas in the future.

I do have plans to do post-graduate study as well. I 
believe it will be important to continually improve myself. 

Gold Coast Titans and Griffith 
University launch

North Queensland Cowboys 
and James Cook University 
launch

Canberra Raiders and 
University of Canberra launch

Canberra Raiders players 
being mentored through 
University of Canberra

St George Illawarra Dragons 
players and their tutors at 
University of Wollongong

RYAN O’CONNOR 
INAUGURAL GRADUATE OF LEAGUE
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Edward Rennix Larkin 
was a man who is most 
remembered and revered 

for his leadership qualities in 
everything he was involved in. 
He was a constable in the police 
force, a journalist, a sergeant 
in the army, a captain of his 
rugby union club Endeavour, a 
parliamentarian and the first full-
time secretary of the NSWRL.

Born in Newcastle in 1880, his family moved to Sydney 
where throughout his school days Larkin was an 
adept athlete, showing great proficiency in swimming, 
rugby, cricket and cycling. He was also equally gifted 
academically.

He married in 1903 and started a family, before he 
joined the Metropolitan Police Force. In 1905 he 
was made captain of the Newtown first grade rugby 
team and was selected in the NSW team to play 
Queensland and later the touring New Zealand side. 
While he was on a train from Sydney to Brisbane, 
where he was seated with teammates John Maund, 
Alec Burdon, Denis Lutge and Peter Moir, that it was 
observed that there were as many NSWRU officials on 
board as there were players, and according to Maund, 

LEAGUE LEADER WHO 
FOUGHT FOR JUSTICE
Edward Larkin was a talented footballer, the game’s first full-time secretary, 
a parliamentarian and a war hero who died at Gallipoli beside his brother at 
age 35. BY ANDREW FERGUSON

they were eating oysters and drinking whisky while the 
players went without. This was the start of discontent 
by players against the rugby union hierarchy that 
would continue to simmer for the next few years. 

Larkin’s form for NSW was good enough to see him 
earn a Test jumper for the Wallabies, starting as 
hooker against New Zealand. The Wallabies were 
soundly beaten 22-3 and wholesale changes meant 
that Larkin’s Test career was over.

By 1906, Larkin was part of growing number of 
players who had grown tiresome with the rugby union 
administration for not providing any compensation 
for lost time due to injuries. In 1907 the players had 
enough and sided with James Giltinan’s proposal of 
a rival code. Rugby league started in 1908, with the 
season ending in a tour to England.

The tour returned home as a financial disaster. Some 
players remained in England as there wasn’t enough 
money to bring them all back. The English Northern 
Union paid for most of the return fares.

The NSWRL 1909 season started with a volatile 
meeting in which NSWRL president Henry Hoyle 
stood down; treasurer James Giltinan and secretary 
Victor Trumper were sacked amidst allegation lead 

Edward Larkin in his 
playing days.
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by Alexander Knox, that the trio had misappropriated 
funds. Liberal politician Ernest Broughton was made 
the new president and Larkin was made the first 
full-time secretary. Their goal was to try and keep the 
game alive.

When Larkin resigned from the police force the 
North Sydney police gave him a gold chain and the 
superintendent’s office gave him an inscribed gold 
sovereign purse for his services.

One of the first noticeable changes Larkin introduced 
was improved advertising of games. Shortly after 
he began his new role rumours surfaced that Larkin 
was in talks with South Africa about sending a team 
to Australia. S. G. Ball, Bill Flegg, John Quinlan, 
Horrie Miller and Larkin devised a plan to promote 
rugby league and make it some money by having the 
Wallabies play the Kangaroos in three matches. The 
plan would involve the Wallabies being paid so that 
they were defined as professionals and thus ineligible 
to play rugby union, leaving league as their only 
football option available.

Upon hearing of this scheme, NSWRL president 
Broughton and Alexander Knox were greatly opposed, 
and Broughton resigned from his post when his 
demands to cease the scheme were ignored. Labor 
politician Edward O’Sullivan took over from Broughton 
and was more than happy to let the Wallabies coup 
go ahead. The quintet soon found that the Wallabies’ 
pay demands were much higher than they expected 
and decided to get entrepreneur and South Sydney 
Hospital director, James Joynton-Smith, involved.

The games went ahead but by the completion of the 
third game, there was still a shortfall from the purchase 
of the Wallabies, so a fourth match was planned on 
the same day as the 1909 final. Knox was publicly 
scathing of the new administration and he resigned 
from the NSWRL board.

Days before the 1909 final, Balmain officials 
approached Larkin to complain about the schedule to 
which Larkin suggested that if they don’t play it would 
be a sign of disloyalty. Balmain refused to take the field 
on game day, forming a picket line outside the ground. 
South Sydney were declared premiers. The fourth 
game between the Wallabies and the Kangaroos went 
ahead and the season ended with the NSWRL being 
debt free and with a very small sum of money in the 
bank.

O’Sullivan was forced to resign due to ill-health at the 
end of the season and his place was taken by Joynton-
Smith. The following year Larkin worked tirelessly to 
expand rugby league, especially at grass roots level. 
He successfully convinced Catholic Schools and the 
Marist Brothers to adopt the game over rugby union. 
In his annual report for the 1910 season he even 
revealed that he had begun plans to take the game to 
the United States.

In 1913 Larkin decided he would run for a seat in 
parliament. He became the first Labor member to win 
a seat on Sydney’s North Shore when he became the 
member for Willoughby after a tight election that saw 
him win 51.61 per cent of the vote in a second ballot. 

Larkin resigned from his league post, amidst many 
calls from within the NSWRL for him to stay on in 
a part-time capacity. While in parliament Larkin 
advocated for a bridge to be built across the harbour, 
and forged an agreement with the SCG Trust to 
have league games played at the SCG. He was also 
a director at the Royal North Shore Hospital and 
president of the NSW League of Wheelmen and the 
Australian Federal Cycling Council.

In 1914, Larkin agreed to serve as interim treasurer of 
the NSWRL, but his time is cut short by the outbreak 
of World War I. On August 17, 1914, Edward Larkin 
enlisted to join the Armed Services. Many of his 
colleagues urged him not to go, as his leadership 
abilities would be required on home soil however 
Larkin enlisted because he felt it was his duty as an 
athlete and as a leader of athletes to volunteer to 
serve for the country so as to inspire other athletes to 
do the same.

Shortly after enlisting, Larkin was promoted to 
Sergeant. On October 18 he departed for Egypt, 
where he was prominent in organising rugby league 

Larkin, on the donkey at Gallipoli, with Lieutenant-Colonel 
George Braund and Lieutenant-Colonel John Brady Nash.
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games among the soldiers. In early 1915 while still 
in Egypt he fell ill and was granted permission to 
return home. Larkin refused and just weeks later 
joined the 1st Battalion, which contained his brother 
Martin.

When approached by the 
stretcher bearers, Larkin 
reportedly waved them away 
and said: “There’s plenty 
worse than me out there.” 
On the first day of battle at Gallipoli, Larkin’s battalion 
made it to the top of a ridge before they were gunned 
down by heavy machine gun fire. When approached 
by the stretcher bearers, Larkin reportedly waved them 
away and said: “There’s plenty worse than me out there.” 
They later found him dead. 

His body was so badly mutilated that many soldiers 
believed he had been tortured, which infuriated the 

Australians, before they learnt of his true demise - 
multiple gunshot wounds. His brother died beside him.

Upon hearing of Larkin’s death, many memorial 
services were held. His old school St Joseph’s held 
a service followed by a meeting by its officials that 
decided that a scholarship be set up to put Larkin’s 
eldest son through school. The scholarship hoped to 
raise £1000, with any extra funds to be used to put 
the children of other former students who fell at war, 
through school.

His parliamentarian colleagues also set up a trust fund 
for his widow and children, which raised enough to pay 
£180 off his overdraft and £50 to his wife. The NSWRL 
also donated £171 to his wife, which were the profits 
from the City Cup Final.

A commemorative tablet honouring the fallen Sergeant 
Edward Larkin and Lieutenant-Colonel George 
Braund, was unveiled in November 1915. There is no 
known grave for Edward Larkin.

All that remains is a small inscription upon a memorial 
at Lone Pine, Gallipoli, just metres away from where 
he died.
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Men of League Foundation has undergone significant 
growth and development in the past year with several 
additions to the personnel in Sydney and Brisbane.

So you can put a face to the names that appear on the 
administration list, and you deal with from time to time, 
we’d like to introduce you to our team (from left in the 
photograph):

MEET THE MEN OF LEAGUE TEAM

Stuart Raper (NSW state manager), Tegan Jennings 
(Qld events and operations manager), Jason Turik 
(events and community engagement manager), 
Corene Strauss (chief executive officer), Andrew 
Gifford (financial controller), Ben Ross (welfare and 
education manager), Sandra Hopwood (operations 
manager), Claire White (membership officer) and 
Steve Calder (Qld state manager).
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AN ILLAWARRA LEGEND 
PROVIDED BY MEN OF LEAGUE MEMBER  
CRAIG HOBBS

Johns Hobbs is a legend in 
Wollongong. He had a fine 
career of playing and coaching 
locally and with Manly-
Warringah in Sydney before 
moving on to become a popular 
media identity through WIN 
Television and 2OOFM in the 
Illawarra.

He was also the man most responsible for a brilliant 
teenager Bob Fulton joining the Sea Eagles in 1966. 
Hobbs was then captain-coach of Port Kembla and 
Fulton a 17-year-old in his debut first grade season 
with Wests Wollongong (during which he represented 
Country Seconds). He ‘tipped’ former Manly  
teammate Ken Arthurson about the prodigiously 
talented kid and introduced Fulton, who had attracted 
attention from several clubs, and his father to Arthurson 
and committeemen Roy Bull and Terry McGovern. The 
next year Fulton was playing for NSW from Brookvale. 

Hobbs had made the trip to Brookie 14 years earlier 
to play outside captain-coach Wally O’Connell, and 
in 1954 made his representative debut, scoring 
three tries in City Firsts’ 50-9 win against Country. 
He played twice more for City, and for Country when 
he had a season with Cowra before heading back 
to Wollongong Wests, Collegians, Thirroul and Port 
Kembla, where he won three premierships during his 
six years at the helm. 

He retired after a season with Kiama but remained 
one of Illawarra’s favourite sporting sons through his 
own television sports show in which he combined 
league and his other great passion, horse racing on 
a WIN Television program. Later he became a radio 
broadcaster too, calling Illawarra Steelers matches 
from their first game in 1982 for 200FM. All the while 
he worked for Ron Braddon Motor City. 

“Dad never was away from the game of rugby 
league, it was his passion alongside the gallops 
which he talked about on his WIN TV show back in 
the 1960s-70s,” said son Craig of his father who died 
at age 80 last year, leaving behind a beautiful wife 
Thelma, four sons, a daughter and 14 grandchildren.

HERO TO ORPHANS 
PROVIDED BY MEN OF LEAGUE MEMBER  
MARK MAYNARD

Leo Maynard was typical of 
many parents who devoted 
much of their lives to others, 
often through sport. He was 
a talented player who came 
through Newcastle’s Waratah 
Mayfield club, representing 
Newcastle’s undefeated 
under-18 rep side in 1943. 

Another side shone through after he was married to 
Therese and moved to a house in Mayfield, down the 
hill from Murray Dwyer Orphanage.

“There were about 130 orphans who had been sent to 
Australia from overseas to be looked after by Catholic 
nuns known as the Daughters of Charity,” remembered 
son Bruce of his late dad. “Dad would go up of a night 
and go from bed to bed just to give the boys someone 
to talk to or just holds their hands and give them a bit 
of support and comfort.”

Leo was playing with Waratah Mayfield and thought 
the boys could benefit from being involved in the 
game so he was able to organise a set of jerseys 
from his club and the nuns made shorts. Leo and his 
wife Therese would hose out an old cattle truck and 
transport the boys to grounds to play other teams, with 
Leo refereeing. It gave the orphan boys great joy and 
sense of purpose.

“He was a tireless worker over many years who gave 
many hours of his very precious time helping out and 
encouraging very young and older people in the hope 
they would achieve their goals,” said Bruce. “Some 
of this included refereeing, running lines, coaching, 
selector and simply supporter, friend and mate.”

If you have a father whose memory you feel is 
worth recording, send to editor@menofleague.com.

PROUD OF MY DAD
“Dad was very talented and fortunate with rugby 
league, and his family were very fortunate to have him 
as our father who built the grounds of rugby league 
throughout the family. And he was very humble; he 
was never one to speak about himself despite his 
achievements.”
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COMMITTEE NEWS

BRISBANE 
BY STEVE RICKETTS

Senator elect, Glenn Lazarus, gave a fascinating 
insight into his football career at the April 16 Kick Off 
Club lunch at Broncos Leagues Club.

Interviewed by Peter Psaltis from 4BC, Lazarus 
spoke of his representative achievements for New 
South Wales and Australia, as well as his premiership 
success at Canberra Raiders, Brisbane Broncos and 
Melbourne Storm.

He revealed he was not the first Lazarus to enter 
politics, given his great grandfather, Nathan Moses 
Lazarus was once Mayor of Queanbeyan, Glenn’s 
home town.

While coaches like Chris Anderson, Wayne Bennett 
and Tim Sheens were big influences on Lazarus’s life, 
it was interesting to learn that long serving Australian 
physiotherapist Tony Ayoub also had been a mentor.

“I found he was always available as a sounding board, 
and when I first moved to Melbourne where he was 
physio, he helped me settle in,” Lazarus told Kick Off 
Club guests.

Lazarus steered clear of politics for most of the 
address, but commented that it was big hearted of 
Queenslanders to vote a ‘cockroach’ into the Senate.

The lunch observed a minute’s silence for former 
Wests Panthers’ goalkicking halfback, Jim Thompson, 
who had passed away at the age of 92.

Brisbane committee president Ron Atkins, Glenn Lazarus, Lionel 
Morgan, Vance Rennie, Fred Casey and Steve Ricketts.

The Brisbane committee held their annual president’s 
golf day on Friday May 2 at Keperra Golf and Country 
Club. The rainy weather didn’t scare players away 
with 80 teeing off bright and early. Congratulations 
to the winning team from Telstra who consisted of 
Craig McColl, Brett Adams, Jos Salazar and Cameron 
Pearce. Thank you to everyone who supported the day 
with a special mention of the major sponsor Hutchison 
Builders.

NORTH WEST 
BY KEVIN ROBINSON, SECRETARY

The Australian 15 years schoolboys championships 
are being held at Skully Park Tamworth from June 22-
27 and the Tamworth sub-committee of Men of League 
North West have been asked to help out by manning 
the gate and running a raffle for the occasion. We are 
hoping for a large crowd, as all monies raised from the 
raffle will go towards Men of League. 

Our old mate Donny ‘Dodger’ Green who you may 
remember had a fall some months ago when he 
slipped on some gravel damaging his knee and 
shoulder (which hasn’t been repaired yet) has been 
in the wars again this time having a hip replacement. 
Our welfare officers have visited Don on a number of 
occasions sharing coffee and biscuits with him. Don’s 
been keeping himself active doing small jobs for his 
big brother, on his farm. Don’s doctor told him to drink 
plenty of fluids, so he follows orders by getting himself 
down to the bowling club to keep himself hydrated. You 
can’t keep a good man down. 

Our welfare officer visited Men of League member 
Gary Germon who is having an ongoing battle with 
cancer. On the day of our visit he was in good spirits 
as he was having a week off from his chemotherapy 
treatment. Gary was a tough little hooker, playing for 
west Tamworth in the seventies and is showing the 
same toughness with his fight against his illness.

Manilla will be holding their annual bowls day on July 
16 and are looking forward to it being well supported 
by their small community and Men of League 
members. Last year’s day was a great success.
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TUGGERAH LAKES 
BY GREG TUNN, PUBLICITY OFFICER

A successful bowls day was held in March at the 
Wyong Bowling Club, thanks to the club for organising 
the day, particularly the co-ordinators, Carl Sternbeck 
and Les Hannah. With our patron Morrie Breen leading 
the way the camaraderie extended well into the night.

Our next function is scheduled for Saturday July 15. 
This will be a dinner at the Wyong Leagues Club to 
coincide with the final State of Origin game. Planning 
is underway and hopefully we will be able to have 
some former players attend from Queensland and 
NSW. Further information will be sent out once the 
details have been finalised.

TWEED DISTRICT 
BY TOM CASSIN, TREASURER

Our eighth annual sportsmen’s lunch at Cudgen 
Leagues Club on Friday March 28 was another 
successful day. 

Many thanks to the 100 attendees who enjoyed an 
excellent meal, courtesy of Andrew McCulloch and his 
staff, aided by the generous support of Tooheys’ Heath 
Griggs, Salina Reamer from CUB and Mick Hardy of 
DeBortoli Wines. Thanks also go to our terrific prize 
donors Anne-Marie Clarke-Casella Wines; Chris 
McLean-Asahi Beverages; Jim Walsh – Roundhouse 
Bottleoh, Murwillumbah; The iSelect Gold Coast 
Titans; Coolangatta Sands Hotel; Terry Meredith-Iluka 
Cottage holiday Package. To Wendy Joseph and the 
very capable staff, thank you also. 

Our resident MC Neil Pringle kept us all entertained 
with his knowledgeable and witty interviews with our 
guests Ben Ross, Noel Kelly and Phil Gould. 

Ben’s revelations of his day as a nude centrefold 
were most revealing while his outlining of his aims for 
the welfare section of the Men of League was well 
received.

Noel’s tales of the rigours of his early playing days in 
Ayr and the conditions endured by the players on the 
English tour of 1959 were very enlightening, as were 
those of the retributions delivered in 1963. Phil was 
very entertaining and articulate as he enlightened 
us to many aspects of his career as a player, coach, 
broadcaster and administrator.  

COMING UP IN 2014: Friday August 15: 10th 
anniversary dinner to celebrate the forming of Men 
of League Tweed District. Full details of venue, cost, 
guests etc will be available by early June. 

Sunday October 11, social bowls day, Coolangatta 
Bowls Club; Saturday September 13, Christmas party 
and day at the dogs, Border Park.

The Wests connection (from left) Ron Cutler, Greg Hodge, Noel 
Kelly, Pat Hundy, Greg Cox, Graeme O’Grady.

WESTERN SYDNEY 
BY LES CLARK, MEDIA OFFICER

Men of League Western Sydney is about to celebrate 
its first year of operation. The support of the rugby 
league community in the west has been nothing short 
of exceptional. 

The junior clubs are nearly all on board with a desire to 
host a Men of League event. Greystanes showed the 
way at our last event at Guildford Leagues by hosting 
three tables. Well done Greystanes.

Cabramatta are working with us to remember the late 
Graham Murray with a memorial dinner on the July 
25. The support for this event is testimony to the high 
regard this rugby league journeyman player/coach was 
held by his peers. 

‘Muzza’ who went on to coach North Queensland and 
Sydney Roosters to grand finals and New South Wales 
in State of Origin, played for Cabramatta in his junior 
days (captaining the winning Parramatta President’s 
Cup from ‘Cabra’) and began his coaching journey with 
a junior side from Warwick Farm.

Our welfare committee, John Wilson, Kevin Corbett and 
Noel Willick managed to visit Paul Cuneo just weeks 
before he passed away and they recently met with 
Dave Bolton who has a host of stories to tell and we 
hope to get Dave to speak at one of our functions soon.

The success of our first year is also thanks to president 
Steve Winbank who travels from the northern beaches for 
meetings and events to ensure we are on the right track.

Bruce ‘Bruiser’ Clark is amazing at getting 
sponsorships together and with Rick Wayde as MC (at 
no cost) we have a bright future.
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CANBERRA MONARO 
BY NOEL BISSETT, PRESIDENT

On Friday March 21 we held our first Kick Off Club 
function for the year. Once again this occasion was 
held at the Hogs Breath Cafe, Philip were proprietor 
David Thom is to be commended for opening up his 
premises once more for our use. Numbers were up 
and we look forward to expanding the attendance for 
our next get together. All who were present enjoyed 
each other’s company and there were plenty of old 
time stories (whoppers) floating around. 

Ricky Stuart was our guest speaker and the Raiders 
media manager Ben Pollack along with his offsider 
Simon McGuinness also attended. Ben was our MC 
and also conducted a one on one interview with Ricky 
which was very entertaining. Many thanks to Ricky for 
his continual support, we are most appreciative.

On March 31, a special meeting was held in respect 
to opening all positions for election. Subsequently 
the following were elected: patron Don Furner OAM, 
president Noel Bissett OAM; secretary Sue Gerrard; 
treasurer Paul Elliott; welfare officers Ernie Maclay, 
Mark Lynch, Steve Troth; events sub-committee David 
Thom, Peter Elliott, Kenrick Winchester, Graham 
Willard, and Sue Gerrard.

Special guest Ricky Stuart addressing the members at 
Canberra Monaro’s  recent Kick Off Club luncheon

Our events sub-committee have already outlined 
upcoming fundraising functions and we are looking 
forward to a successful year. All future events will be 
posted on the events calendar.

Our Goulburn colleagues have organised their annual 
golf day for October 11 to be held at the Goulburn Golf 
Club. This has always been a well-organised event 
with a large attendance. A flyer will be distributed 
nearer the date. 

We have always had difficulties contacting all 
members in our region. Our secretary has spent a 
considerable amount of time in co-ordination with the 
national office over these complications and hopefully 
this will solve the problem allowing us to contact the 
many members who are not yet on our database, 
allowing them to receive notice of all our future 
functions and meetings.

NORTHERN RIVERS 
BY BARRY CHEADLE, MEDIA OFFICER

Men of League Northern Rivers has been lending 
a helping hand to former Sydney Western Suburbs 
player Mark Patch. Mark, a front-rower in the era of 
Noel Kelly, is living in a caravan in Yamba. He has 
asked for help in making changes to his van so that it 
is more accessible for him.

We are looking to take part in the 100-year celebrations 
of Northern Rivers Regional Rugby League, which also 
previously was known as Group One. There will be a 
celebratory dinner at the Lismore Workers Club on June 6.

Planning has begun for the golf day to be held at 
Ballina in October. The event is extremely popular, so 
get in early if you want to play on the day. Contact Phil 
Chesham on 0402 305 498.
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CENTRAL COAST 
BY DENNIS TOMSETT, PUBLICITY OFFICER

A bowls day was held at the Ettalong Bowling Club in 
February with a record number of 138 bowlers making 
the day very successful. There was a mass of colours 
on the greens with players wearing their favourite 
rugby league team colours featuring both NRL and 
local clubs. We thank the Ettalong Bowling Club for 
their continued support of this annual event. Also, 
special thanks to the businesses, clubs and individuals 
for their generous support in donating the prizes.

Once again bowls co-ordinator John Roberts `and 
Denis Culpan did a great job in organising the day.  
Thanks to world champion bowler Aaron Sherriff 
making time and supporting the Men of League by 
playing in the day and donating his own memorabilia of 
autographed national shirts for the fund raising events. 
President Don Parish made a special presentation 
to Corrine, Chris and Bailey Meti for their continued 
support of this event.

Our welfare officer Nev Charlton unfortunately suffered 
a stroke in April, resulting in restricted movement of 
his right arm and weakness in both legs. After being 
admitted to Gosford Hospital, Nev was transferred 
to Berkeley Vale Private Hospital for rehabilitation 
treatment. He is in good spirits and is very positive with 
his recovery process. 

Over the years Nev has been an active committee 
person involving himself in the welfare of others, 
visiting and cheering up many members during times 
of sickness or other needs. Our best wishes and 
thoughts are with you Nev. 

I am pleased to report that Jamy Forbes has received 
a favourable report from his specialist following his 
operation and radiation treatment for throat cancer. 
In February, The Entrance Rugby League Club held 
a very successful benefit night for Jamy. The Men 
of League donated memorabilia and assisted with 
running of the activities on the night.

Members please note that our next event is the race day 
to be held at Gosford Race Club on Thursday July 24.

Corrine Meti, Denis Culpan, Bailey Meti, Don Parish and Chris 
Meti at the Central Coast bowls day.

FRASER COAST 
BY TREVOR LINDEBERG, PUBLICITY OFFICER

I do apologise for in the past not forwarding any 
updates from our area and it is my New Year’s 
resolution to ensure there is a report available 
in all future magazines. Following a successful 
annual meeting at the Carriers Arms Hotel Motel 
in Maryborough, we are looking forward to a more 
successful year ahead. 

Our plans are to proceed with our annual golf day 
and lawn bowls in Maryborough. Also this year, in 
conjunction with the Hervey Bay Seagulls seniors 
and juniors rugby league clubs, we will be staging the 
inaugural lawn bowls day at the Hervey Bay Bowls 
Club. 

There also may be a special sportsman dinner and golf 
day planned for the Hervey Bay area which in the past 
has been overlooked. So hopefully the rugby league 
fraternity and the members of the Men of League will 
support the weekend planned and make it an annual 
event.

I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome 
aboard to our committee former league identity Vic 
Beardmore who has agreed to assist in any way he 
can. With his rugby league background both off and on 
the field, I’m looking forward to working with him in the 
future.

In closing, I would like to extend our members’ best 
wishes to some former league stalwarts who have 
had some recent ‘panel beating’ done to their ageing 
bodies, namely Brian McGann (former Maryborough 
Brothers and Maryborough rep player from the early 
50s), Nigel Freemantle (former Brisbane Easts and 
Brothers player) and Dan Casey (former Maryborough 
Brothers player). Also spotted was former legend from 
Sydney, Brisbane and Toowoomba Denis Manteit. 
He was chasing that elusive ‘kitty’ at the Hervey Bay 
bowls club recently.

ILLAWARRA 
BY PETER FITZGERALD, PRESIDENT

The Illawarra Men of League have two major 
fundraisers in the pipeline for this year. The next event 
is a bowls day at Warilla Bowls Club on Friday July 
18, starting at 9am and the other major function is 
the finals luncheon at Dapto Leagues Club on Friday, 
September 26, at noon. A big roll-up is expected for 
both events, so make sure you put these dates in your 
diary.
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The Kick Off Club’s bi-monthly functions will be held 
on Friday August 16 at the Wollongong Golf Club and 
on Friday October 17, at Figtree Bowling Club. Both 
run from 4pm to 7pm and no doubt will again draw big 
crowds of league followers.

Excitement is rising as the local competition, The 
Illawarra Coal League, heads towards the pointy end 
of the season. The season got off to a slow start, 
with bad weather bringing a lot of washouts. But the 
competition has now settled down and, despite having 
only six sides, is proving a very evenly balanced 
contest. Last year’s grand finalists Collies and Thirroul 
again look the testing material.

The Illawarra Cutters, under the guidance of Dragons 
assistant coach Ian Millward, have lost only two NSW 
Cup matches early in the season. The Cutters draw 
their players from the local competition and have 
developed a good rapport with the Dragons’ top squad.

One of the major milestones on the Illawarra social 
calendar this year is the Port Kembla club’s 100-
year celebrations on the long weekend in June (after 
this went to press). It was sure to be a weekend to 
remember. The festivities were to kick off with a night 
out on the Thursday at the Dapto Dogs, followed by 
a Kick Off Club get-together at Port Kembla Leagues 
Club on the Friday. The climax was a sell-out gala 
dinner at Port Kembla Leagues Club on Saturday June 
7, with 380 guests attending.

Hope to see you all at our functions this year. For 
email information contact barryharle@7mail.com

MACKAY 
BY ALF ABDULLAH, SECRETARY

Men of League Mackay and District are working hard 
on planning the first ever Men of League race day. 
Secretary Alf Abdullah, vice-president Greg Sutherland 
plus members Peter Balderson and Ken Weir have 
been working with the new committee of the turf club to 
put on a major event for Men of League. An ambitious 
target has been set and committee members are out 
and about looking for sponsors and supporters.

In another twist, Men of League Mackay and District 
is supporting a Women in League afternoon tea. In 
partnership with sponsors Skills Training Mackay, the 
junior and senior league, Absolute Enterprises Mackay 
Cutters and the NRL coaching and development 
staff. Women involved in the game will hear from 
Sue Geaghan, who has over 40 years of coaching 
experience, Karen Murphy for the Australian Jillaroos and 
Caren Williams, wife of the Queensland Cup coach Kim. 

NRL staff Renae Knust and Tyson Muscat has been 
very helpful in arranging the events and the assistance 
of QRL operations manager Carolyn Craig has been 
greatly appreciated. Each lady attending will receive 
a small gift of appreciation and a certificate from the 
sponsors and hosts. All junior and senior clubs will 
be represented along with partners and volunteers. A 
schoolgirls game has also been arranged at Mackay 
Stadium.

Gift hampers have also been prepared for five 
members in the Mackay District. They are designed 
to be a morale booster for members that have been 
unwell and doing it a bit tough of late. Treasurer Peter 
Quinn and chairman Owen Cunningham will have the 
duty of assisting other members to deliver them and 
have a chat to the senior aged members of our game. 

Men of League are assisting Tony Price of Proserpine 
to gather information and pictures on the history of 
rugby league in all districts of North Queensland. It 
has been very interesting for members and others to 
have input. Keep an eye out for Price’s book in good 
bookstores in North Queensland.

The Mackay and District Rugby League officially 
launched their season with the announcement of the 
Skills Training Mackay Men of League, Bill Paten 
Player of the Year Award. Skills Training Mackay is 
providing $2000 for the player of the year and have 
asked Men of League to share the naming rights. For 
further information contact secretary Alf Abdullah on 
0417 752 694.

MID NORTH COAST 
BY MARSHALL LOADSMAN

Men of League Mid North Coast conducted two major 
events on consecutive days recently. The first was the 
annual golf day at Forster Golf Club which attracted 
a capacity field followed by the annual luncheon. We 
are pleased to report that one of the major sponsors, 
the team from Mick Perry Concreting won for a second 
successive year. Mick has been a sponsor of the 
event since day one and everyone in attendance was 
delighted at the team’s success once again - although 
the handicapper may exact retribution next year. Quite a 
number of Men of League supporters turned up for the 
luncheon even though they were unable to make it for 
the morning of golf and were entertained by our resident 
auctioneer and former North Sydney Bear, John Sullivan, 
the urbane Leo Toohey and our newly discovered 
guitarist Greg ‘Nugget’ Cooper from Tamworth. The fact 
he can’t read music, hasn’t a clue how to strum a guitar 
or what key to play in was of no consequence to ‘Nugget’ 
- it was a masterful performance.
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Our committee thanks Mick Perry, Darren Towler 
from Tooheys, Forster Golf Club and Steve Power 
from Forster Holiday Village for their support. The 
following night was another highly successful dinner at 
North Haven Bowling Club where South Sydney and 
Australian legend Bob McCarthy was special guest. 
John Peard entertained on the night after being unable 
to attend the Forster golf day and again proved a 
resounding success as did Leo Toohey who may be 
looking at professional engagements after another 
scintillating performance. A pleasant surprise on the 
night was the appearance of another Kangaroo legend 
and Parramatta great Ron Lynch. Ron has retired 
to the Camden Haven area and his attendance was 
much appreciated. North Bowling Club proved to be 
wonderful hosts once again.

NEWCASTLE HUNTER 
BY ROSS GIGG, SECRETARY (SEE NOTE BELOW)

Men of League Newcastle Hunter are gearing up 
for our first event of the year with a golf weekend at 
Nelson Bay on the May 24 and 25. This is one of the 
social highlights of the year and over 150 players 
are expected for golf on the Sunday and nearly as 
many for the dinner the night before. Our other major 
fundraisers for the year will be our bowls day at 
Nelson Bay in September and our annual night at the 
Newcastle trots in late October and we finish the year 
off with our December golf day which this year will be 
held at East Maitland golf club. 

A big thank you to the Railway Hotel at Cessnock 
who raised over $500 for the Men of League at 
their Anzac Day two up school. We were happy to 
support the following with donations of memorabilia: 
Denman Devils season launch and a fundraising event 
organised by Joanne Hennessey at Fingal Bay sports 
club for the John Hunter Hospital’s Paediatric Palliative 

Care Unit. The day was organised to honour the 
short life of Archie; Joanne and David’s son. Through 
Joanne’s hard work and with the help of family and 
volunteers they raised $17,000 on the day.

NOTE: Ross wrote this report before his tragic death 
in early May. A tribute to this wonderful man and hard 
worker for Men of League is on page 36.

CORRECTION: Men of League editor apologises for, 
in an item from the Newcastle news in the last issue, 
incorrectly listing Noel White’s name as Noel Smith.

NORTH COAST 
BY PETER BARRETT, PRESIDENT

Our committee has been quiet with functions but are 
still active getting our name out there and looking 
for new members. We are organising a golf day and 
waiting for a date from NSW Racing Club in November 
for our biggest day of the year.

It was a proud day on Mother’s Day when the 
Sawtell Football was presented a defibrillator which 
depolarises a critical mass of the heart muscle which 
allows normal sinus to function and can save lives. 
This came about after the death of 15-year-old Jake 
Kedsley. Men of League welfare and education 
manager Ben Ross made the trip to present the 

Jim Hall and Noel Kelly in Bowraville races.



MEN OF LEAGUE JUNE 201460

machine to the club presidents Col Adams (seniors) 
and Bruce Watts (juniors) at half-time of first grade.

On behalf of our committee we would like to thank 
the efforts of the retiring vice-president and grants 
committee president Jim Hall and along with legend 
Noel Kelly for all of their efforts in starting our 
committee five years ago. Both have always made the 
effort to attend our race days at Coffs Harbour and 
Bowraville. Jim and Noel have made many friends and 
admirers on the North Coast and I hope they can still 
attend our functions as they will be invited. I personally 
will miss the stories of the past at the local hotels and 
wish them all the best.

NORTHERN SYDNEY 
BY DENIS BENDALL, SECRETARY

The first four months of the year have been quite 
busy for our committee. Prior to Christmas we were 
fortunate to take delivery of Christmas hampers 
that were hand delivered to 10 local families. Then, 
throughout the holiday period the welfare team of 
Ken Vessey, Fred Jackson, Norm Pounder and 

RIVERINA 
BY DAVE MULROONEY, PRESIDENT

As this goes to print the Riverina committee has once 
again run a very successful annual Wagga Gold 
Cup breakfast which was held on May 2. Guests 
this year included Brian Hancock of Interdominion 
trotting fame, legendary jockey Ray Selkrig and AFL 
legend Kevin Sheedy. Prizes were boosted by the 
donation of $1000 worth of betting vouchers from local 
Riverina bookmakers and generous home game and 
accommodation package, plus a signed football jumper 
donated by Di Langmack from the Penrith Panthers. 
Once again the event was hosted at Dave Barnhill’s 
William Farrer Hotel. Some 160 guests enjoyed a meal 
and a number of stories and anecdotes from the guest 
speakers. The day also included a minute’s silence for 
former Riverina and Kangaroo legend Neville Hand. 

Our committee has been able to help a number of 
unwell members with visits and practical help with 
mowing, hedge trimming etc. We were also able 
to help a seriously ill member secure permanent 
accommodation which he was extremely grateful for.

Future plans for the year include a bowls day in 
September and a race day on Caulfield Cup day as 
well as a couple of our well attended Coathanger 
nights at local drinking establishments.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
BY JAMES SULLIVAN, PRESIDENT

The annual WA Men of League golf day held at 
Hartfield Country Club on April 4 was another great 
success. This is our second year in running this event 
and we are starting to iron out the little bugs and we 
hope with each year the event will be bigger and 
better. Hartfield Country Club was again in picturesque 
condition and the weather was very kind also. 

This year we attracted a number of great corporate 
sponsors and a field of nearly 70 golfers, these 
combined with some great prizes made everyone that 
little more competitive. 

We were also lucky enough to have Mario Fenech, 
who was in transit from a visit to the Pilbara, come 
along and have a brief chat with everyone who stayed 
on for the dinner. We thank Mario for taking the time to 
attend and it was very entertaining.

It was a successful day in regards to the funds we 
raised and this event is definitely a major part of our 
annual event calendar. Congratulations to the winning 
team and thanks to all of the staff at the Hartfield 
Country Club for their assistance in making this day a 
success.

UPPER HUNTER 
BY PETER FORD, PRESIDENT

Our very dedicated welfare officers have been busy 
doing welfare visits across the Upper Hunter almost 
fortnightly and from all reports are being well received. 
Tony and Jan, your commitment is greatly appreciated.

The major sponsors of Group 21, A-Plus Contracting, 
recently presented us with a donation of $2000. 

Thanks must go to Andrew Hughes at A-Plus and 
his team for not only supporting our committee but 
anything to do with rugby league in the Upper Hunter.

Unfortunately our trivia night we had planned for March 
had to be postponed but will now be held in September 
at Muswellbrook RSL.

We are hoping to hold a combined old boys match 
between Merriwa, Denman and an invitational side from 
our committee in June during the Festival Of Fleeces 
in Merriwa, (still working out details). A bowls day will 
be held at Scone RSL in October. With a few functions 
locked in we look forward to a busy end to the year.
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ROMA 
BY OWEN LINGARD, PRESIDENT

We have conducted two recent functions. The first was 
a race day in conjunction with the Roma and District 
Rugby League. Guest speakers were former Australian 
and Origin player Colin Scott and Australian and 
Brisbane Valleys great Ross Strudwick. Queensland 
state manager Steve Calder gave an overview on the 
administration of Men of League. A highlight of the 
day was when a poem titled ‘When Struddy Kicked 
The Ball’ was read. The poem was about Ross kicking 
the ball near full-time and losing the game to Easts. 
A cheque for $500 was presented to the Wallis family 
whose young son has a life threatening illness.

The second function was held in Miles in conjunction 
with the Terry Charles Memorial Rugby League Day. 
Guest speakers were former Australian, Queensland, 
Bulldogs and Broncos great Tony Currie and local 
legend Trent Young who played with Brisbane 
Easts and South Sydney. Steve Calder spoke on 
memberships and the care and concern Men of 

Michael Hyde were busy catching up on members 
who were either in hospital, rehab or convalescing at 
home. There were some memorable visits, especially 
Vanessa Carpenter, a die-hard Manly supporter!

On March 8, Men of League Northern Sydney held a 
promotion at Westfield Warringah Mall. With a rostered 
committee we were able to hand out Men of League 
magazines, pins and respond to shoppers’ queries. 
We will look to continue the same promotion at several 
shopping centres in our area.

The third annual bowls day, held at Harbord Bowling 
and Recreational Club, saw over 110 players and 
guests attending on the day. Professionally organised 
by committee member Brien Gately, with the 
assistance of the bowling club members, the day was 
a great success. During lunch we were addressed by 
Manly chairman Ian Thompson who provided some 
insightful details about the forward progress of the 
Sea Eagles. Also, in the course of lunch, Johnny 
Gibbs compered and Ken Vessey provided further 
information into the activities of the welfare officers.

Some of our committee members also attended the 
Balgowlah RSL sportsmen’s lunch, the North Sydney 
referees trivia night and various fundraisers within the 
Northern Sydney area. We have our annual golf day on 
May 23 at Long Reef Golf Club, a sportsmen’s lunch on 
August 29 at Collaroy Beach Services Club, with another 
luncheon planned at Warringah Golf Club. In between we 
will be looking to host another Kick Off Club.

League provide. The Terry Charles committee has 
invited to come on board and we will have a present at 
their games and functions. A donation is being made 
to the Meehan Family Charity whose two children are 
receiving long term rehab.

On a sad note hard working vice-president Brian Jones 
has suffered a stroke and is in hospital and working 
well on his rehab. Welfare and education manager Ben 
Ross, has been a great help to Brian and his family. A 
benefit day is being planned for them.

TOWNSVILLE 
BY BARRY BUCHANAN, PRESIDENT

Our heritage round game between Cowboys and 
Newcastle was on a Monday, which is not an ideal 
day to attract a crowd in the north. However, the small 
crowd proved to be a generous one, especially with all 
of their good wishes for Alex McKinnon and his family. 
Donations totalled $2120.55 Australian, 50 cents New 
Zealand, seven African rand and two restroom tokens!  
Many thanks go to the North Queensland Cowboys 
for their financial support on top of the collection, Their 
assistance on the night through liaison officer Jess 
Stewart was appreciated as was the efforts of our 
members who manned the gates and our information 
booth at Community Corner to promote the Men of 
League cause – Barry Peters, Peter Kuchler, Bill 
Wellington, Enza Guimelli, Dan and Midge Jackson, 
Charlie Hurlock, Hockey Vernon, Ken and Diane 
Bowles, Brad O’Neill, Helen Sugars, Greg Winter, Gary 
O’Neill, Terry Feeney and Tim Nugent.

No wonder we love our rugby league so much.  At the 
game, in the players’ tunnel, manager Col Walsh was 
approached by a lady from New South Wales wearing 
a Cowboys cap to see if he could pass on a scarf she 
knitted in Newcastle colours for Alex McKinnon’s mum. 
Col passed it on to a team official who was only too 
happy to take it back.

The NRL’s concerted effort to improve the concussion 
rules will hopefully go a long way towards decreasing 
the occurrence of dementia being suffered by players 
in later life. However, it’s too late for so many. One 
of North Queensland’s rugby league greats, Brian 
Fitzsimmons, is one of those. Fitzy still lives in 
Townsville and his wife Pat, who is a tower of strength, 
says he loves to see old mates. Fitzy enjoys keeping 
the yard tidy with the help of a garden bag which is 
kindly supplied and serviced by Townsville Tidy Bags 
who members are encouraged to support  
(phone 0419 738 366).

Keep on caring for the rugby league community.
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SOUTHERN SYDNEY 
BY TERRY HUGHES, PRESIDENT

The Kick Off Club lunch at Wanda on Sunday February 
9 again proved to be a very popular venue, with a 
large crowd of 93 enjoying a very relaxed afternoon. 
Thanks again to the Wanda Club for making their club 
available to us. 

Our luncheon at St George on March 21 was restricted 
by the venue numbers being set at 80. This may 
have impacted on the number attending with the 
final numbers being only 60. Notwithstanding the 
reduced numbers the day was very well received with 
an excellent buffet lunch provided and ample liquid 
refreshments. Prior to commencement of the lunch the 
St George club presented our CEO with a significant 
donation of $20,000.

There have been a number of welfare visits during the 
past three months, which has included Lyle Mackay, 
Keith Middleton and Colin Beath. Thanks to Alan Webb 
for his support and help in arranging these visits.

Our next Kick Off Club luncheon is being planned for 
Sylvania Bowling Club on Friday June 13, so keep an 
eye on our website for further details.

SYDNEY METRO 
BY BRAD RYDER, MEDIA OFFICER

We had yet another successful luncheon, this time 
the theme was a tribute to our sporting heroes. An 
audience of about 450 enjoyed the guest speakers 
on the stage compered by Steve ‘Chimes’ Gillis. We 
wish to thank Men of League chairman Ron Coote and 
newly appointed chief executive officer Corene Strauss 
for attending. 

Our committee president, Henry Morris welcomed 
the gathering and a video was shown of Olympian 
walker Jane Saville. Horse racing was the next topic 
with Kevin Maloney interviewing noted identities in the 
sport, Bill Mitchell and Peter O’Brien. 

South Sydney Rabbitohs legend Craig ‘Tugger’ 
Coleman spoke about his playing days, and then 
Bryan Fletcher told us about a World Cup game in the 
year 2000 which he described as one of the toughest 
of his career when Australia defeated Russia 110-4. 

Water polo champion Dave Woods, boxer Garth Wood 
and finally cricketer Mike Whitney all entertained the 
audience with funny stories.

SUNSHINE COAST 
BY TONY DURKIN, COMMITTEE MEMBER

The Sunshine Coast committee was the catalyst for Men 
of League chief executive officer Corene Strauss meeting 
with several of the south-east Queensland committees. 
Corene was invited to be guest speaker at the April Kick 
Off Club at Mooloolaba, and on her visit north took the 
opportunity to discuss business with committees from 
the Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, Gympie, Bundaberg 
and Fraser Coast. She was accompanied by welfare 
and education manager Ben Ross and former NSW 
state manager Greg Mitchell, Queensland state manager 
Steve Calder and Queensland events and operations 
manager Tegan Jennings.

Origin greats Gary Larson and Michael O’Connor 
headed the guest list at the annual Sunshine Coast 
State of Origin luncheon, which again attracted a sell-out 
attendance 200 at Mooloolaba Surf Club on May 23. Also 
attending was well-known comedy impressionist and 
Foundation supporter Danny McMaster, Sunshine Coast 
mayor Mark Jamieson, Men of League Queensland 
chairman Darryl Van de Velde, former Origin stars Wally 
Fullerton Smith and Chris Flannery and Gladiator and 
Sunshine Coast committee patron Norm Provan. It was 
again strongly supported by brewer Lion (XXXX).

BUNDABERG 
BY TERRY DODD, PRESIDENT

We have had three Full Time Club nights, but are still 
disappointed with the numbers. We average around 
25 to 30 members attending but I’m sure if we could 
attract more members they would certainly enjoy 
themselves.

Our golf day for the year will be over by the time you 
read this, but at the time of writing we had 30 teams 
booked in which is by far the biggest field. To our 
sponsors for the day I cannot thank you enough for 
your support. To the North Bundy Golf Club and Craig 
Swift, many thanks for the day.

Our committee this year changed our fundraising 
events around. Normally the golf day is in November 
and the sportsman’s night in February. In the past 
we struggled to find guest speakers in February so 
this year the sportsman’s night will be held at the 
Brothers Sport Club on Friday, October 24. Fox Sports 
commentator Ben Ikin has agreed to again compere 
the night. The guest speaker who I am talking to at is 
one of the best (trust me he is top quality). Once we 
lock him in, all will be revealed.
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