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With the 2014 NRL season 
upon us we are all looking 
forward to another exciting  

                   year. 

In fact, 2014 has already kicked 
off to an impressive start. With our 
new chief executive officer Corene 
Strauss at the helm, our organisation 
commenced 2014 by taking a look at 
what the future holds for us, reviewing 
ways we can continue to develop and 
expand our core business – welfare.

Corene led two strategic planning 
workshops, in the first instance with 
our NSW and Queensland offices 
followed by a meeting with the board. 

What has resulted is an impressive 
strategic plan for the organisation 
which will take us to 2016 and 
beyond. We now have a clear 
vision for the organisation; to be 
the charity of choice in the rugby 
league community and the aspired, 
benchmark support organisation in 
the Australian and global sporting 
context.

This will go a long way to ensuring we 
achieve our mission to protect and 
enhance the lives of men, women 
and children of the rugby league 
community by providing essential 
welfare and social support in a 

timely, effective and efficient manner, 
underpinned with dignity. 

Following recent internal changes to 
the Foundation, I’d like to welcome 
Steve Calder to the full-time role of 
Queensland state manager. I also 
thank Jim Hall, who has stepped down 
from his paid role as NSW committee 
manager, for his input and commitment 
which has played a pivotal role 
in how much the Foundation has 
accomplished thus far.  We will shortly 
be recruiting for a full-time NSW state 
manager based at Homebush.

In addition, it is with a heavy heart 
we bade farewell to the great Wayne 
‘Jock’ Colley early in February. A 
wonderful man and outstanding leader, 
Jock’s contribution to country rugby 
league and to bringing elite matches to 
the bush for the enjoyment of country 
fans will not be forgotten.

All in all, it is set to be another exciting 
year for Men of League, especially 
under the stewardship of Corene 
Strauss, supported by her dedicated 
and enthusiastic team. Corene has 
proven she is more than capable in 
rising to the challenges to ensure we 
can continue to be the best welfare 
charity possible.

Ron Coote, AM



MEN OF LEAGUE MARCH 20144

Markus Zusak is as 
refreshing as his 
success is inspiring. 

And it’s not because of his 
extraordinarily successful novel, 
The Book Thief, has performed 
beyond his modest expectations 
to sell an estimated eighty 
million copies in more than 30 
languages and be turned into an 
international movie blockbuster 
starring Geoffrey Rush.

No, it goes beyond that. What shines through his 
evocative words when he speaks of his upbringing in 
Sydney’s Sutherland Shire, that was rich in his passion 
for rugby league, is that fame and fortune does not 
appear to have changed his attitude to life, or his 
connection with his roots.

It’s akin to the Australian Test footballer and 
premiership winner never losing touch with the fact he 
plays the game for the love and the pleasure itself, and 
the rewards that come, while deserved and valuable, 
are a bonus. And one gets the impression that Markus 
Zusak would love to experience just one day as a 
grand final hero, preferably with his beloved Cronulla 
Sharks.

While appearing at literary fairs in New York is 
thousands of kilometres away, figuratively and literally, 
from running around Anzac Park for the Engadine 
Dragons with Mat Rogers as a teammate in the 1980s, 
he takes the lessons of his footy days with him through 
his celebrated writing career. He idolised Mat’s dad 
and the Sharks’ first superstar, Steve Rogers, and sat 
there week after week in the Peter Burns Stand at 
‘Shark Park’ hoping that the next season would be the 
one that would bring their first premiership.

He played 236 games for the Engadine Dragons from 
1980-95 (then returned for two A grade games in 
1999), where his father and tireless clubman, Helmut, 
is a life member. His side was unbeaten from under-6s 
to under-11s and he won his team’s best and fairest 

Markus Zusak is a Sydney writer whose novel, ‘The Book Thief’, has sold tens 
of million copies in more than 30 languages and is the subject of a blockbuster 
movie starring Geoffrey Rush. But rugby league remains Zusak's love, gleaned 
from 16 seasons playing in the Sutherland Shire. BY NEIL CADIGAN

FOOTY STILL IN HEART OF 
LITERARY WORLD-BEATER

award four times (the last time in under-19s) and the 
junior club champion award as a 14-year-old. He 
captained Cronulla’s Harold Matthews Cup (under 15s) 
team of 1990.

“It was a just beautiful thing to do on a Saturday 
morning; I loved it from the minute I first played and 
I played until I was almost 21,” Markus recalled 
enthusiastically about rugby league. “I lived and 
breathed football for a long while but I decided I 
wanted to be a writer when I was 16. The great irony 
is that I always wanted to be a footballer as so many 
kids do but I thought writing might be less painful, but it 
turned out equally painful in different ways.”

Kevin Hogan, active Men of League member and 
former Cronulla and Parramatta five-eighth and later 
coach, mentored Markus in the Engadine Dragons C 
grade side and remembers him as a classy halfback 
or five-eighth who could have gone further. But Zusak 
can understand why he didn’t – injuries the season 
he graduated to A-grade, a greater desire to be 
successful as a writer … and perhaps being too much 
like his hero Rogers. “By the end I was sick of training 
and Kevin used to say to me ‘I have only seen one 
worse trainer than you and that was Steve Rogers’; I 
actually thought that was a great compliment.” 

Yet Zusak, who still lives in Sydney with his wife and 
two children, has maintained his Sharks membership 
and attends games when he can and still carries his 
lessons of junior league with him in daily life. 

And, like all long-suffering Sharks ‘tragics’, he still 
yearns for the day of glory. “To make the finals last 
year was pretty good effort considering everything 
that happened,” he exuded. “Every year you wonder 

"I loved it from the minute 
I first played and I played 
until I was almost 21"
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if they are going to survive but they do. You can’t stop 
supporting your club, no matter what has happened 
there; it’s against your DNA.”

He was brought up with working-class ethics as part 
of a rare immigrant family in the very predominantly 
Anglo-Saxon Shire in the 1980s and 90s, and needing 
to be a team player among mates who he played with 
for well over a decade. Align that with the fact that his 
mega-success as an author has come gradually, and 
it’s easy to see why his humility is so endearing.  

His Shire mates still ask if he has disposed of his “old 
crappy car” yet, he can only confess, he still has the 
15-year-old Toyota Corolla, which causes laughter and 
a request for photos in front of the old beast.

“Maybe that is something about growing up playing 
footy in the Shire, no matter how good someone is, 
it’s still a team game,” he says of his self-effacing 
character. “It reflects a real egalitarian way of life; 
where everyone just gets on with it, and the way I grew 
up playing rugby league has prepared me for what has 
happened. As soon as you think too much of yourself 
there’ll be someone there to tap you on the shoulder 
and say pull your head in and you try to limit the time 
that happens to you.”

The youngest of four Zusak children - his father was 
a house painter and mother a cleaner - Markus was 
the only one of his friends who attended university 
and remembers being the only one of his mates who 
was good at English and quite studious. He achieved 
a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma of Education at 
University of NSW and worked three jobs while trying 
to break into the literary world – as a casual English 
and history teacher, an after-school tutor and, in the 
evenings, a cleaner at a doctor’s surgery.

He wrote his first book at age 16 and was 24 when 
he had his breakthrough with the publishing of The 
Underdog. He told none of his Engadine Dragons 
mates he dreamt of being a writer and had in fact 
written novels. “I wanted to first see if I could do it 
before I started talking about it, most of my friends 
would have only found out that I had written a book 
when first got published,” he reflected. 

“I had seven years of failures before The Underdog 
was published in 1999; it was my fourth manuscript. 
The first was rejected by five publishers, the second I 
didn’t send because it was too much like the first one 
and I thought if they didn’t publish that so won’t want 
this. My third was rejected by a couple, and when I 
sent the fourth off I thought no one will want to publish 
this but they did. I thought my life would change and all 
these big things.”

The Book Thief, first published in 2006, changed 
everything. But his working class, footy-orientated 
upbringing ensured it hardly changed him. As the son 
of an Austrian father and German mother who grew 
up hearing chilling stories from Nazi Germany during 
World War II, he drew on those tales as the subject 
of The Book Thief, which is his fifth published novel. 
Written in first person, narrated by ‘death’, he believed 
it would be his least successful book and is staggered 
by its success. His current works, The City At Our 
Feet, is taking some time to eke out, he admits.

“The attention The Book Thief has got in the last few 
months is all because of a film, it has been out for 
eight years so it has had its own life,” Markus said. 
“To me it’s still about the writing; what else has come 
is just the results, which I’m certainly grateful for, but I 
always said to myself ‘I just want to be able to write for 
a living’, that was the number one goal I had - not to 
have to do those three jobs anymore and just write. 

“Anything that gives me the space and time to do that 
is what I’m about and what I’d be really grateful for and 
that keeps it in perspective; the real job is the writing 
and that is what I really love.”

And he also loves rugby league. Just get into a 
conversation with him and that is very apparent.
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YOUR MEN OF LEAGUE LOCAL CONTACTS
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Paying tribute to the legends of our game and 
the game itself is what Heritage Round is all 
about.

As the only charitable organisation to support the 
rugby league community in Australia, the Men of 
League Foundation is getting behind Heritage Round 
again in 2014 (round 5). This year, Men of League will 
play an active role in recognising the game’s history 
while raising much needed funds for the work the 
Foundation does to assist those in the rugby league 
family who have fallen on difficult times.

Although the Men of League committees undertake 
a broad spectrum of events and initiatives at a local 
level throughout the year, the chairman of the Men of 

League Foundation and ARL Hall of Famer Ron Coote 
said: “Heritage Round provides an opportunity to 
celebrate the rich history of the game at the same time 
as raising awareness of the Foundation and its work 
within the rugby league community at a national level. 

“All that Men of League has planned around Heritage 
Round this year will go a long way to assisting in 
continuing to elevate the profile of our organisation and 
increasing membership – both of which are essential 
to our efforts in providing welfare to men, women and 
children in the rugby league community.

“Heritage Round is the ideal channel for Men of 
League. Men of League was built on the strength 
and spirit of the people who love the game, making 

PAYING HOMAGE TO THE 
HERITAGE OF THE GAME
Since 2008 - when we paid homage to the centenary of our game - the 
annual Heritage Round has been all about celebrating the foundation of 
the Greatest Game Of All – rugby league. Each year, the round recognises 
milestones and pays tribute to those who have tied their boots and taken to 
the biggest stage. It is the legacy of our greats.

Dragons’ Jason Nightingale slips a pass in last year’s Heritage Round clash against Wests Tigers at the SCG. Photo courtesy DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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Heritage Round perfect as it not only commemorates 
the notable milestones in the game, it offers an 
opportunity to celebrate the great times, the legends 
– past and present – and reflect on what rugby league 
means to us. 

“Whether that means you celebrate your local 
team, a mascot, the mums and dads who give up 
their time every weekend to train and support the 
next generation of players and fans, the refs, the 
commentators, the tuck shop lady, the men who man 
the barbie or the boys that get out on the field and 
inspire us every week or those who have long since 
hung up their boots. Heritage Round is about what 
makes rugby league special, and that’s exactly what 
Men of League plan to do – make this year’s Heritage 
Round as special as possible,” added Ron.

This year, as players run onto the field and the fans 
wait expectantly for kick-off, Men of League has 
commissioned the creation of special commemorative 
medallions that will be used in the official coin toss to 
start each game.

Then, amid the surging crowds, cheering on their 
respective teams, Men of League members and high 
profile former players will roam the stadiums acting 
as gold coin collectors, offering the community the 
opportunity to support the Foundation that supports 
the game they love. In return spectators will be given 
temporary tattoos and Men of League stickers.

“We want to create a sea of Men of League supporters 
at every game. Fans who not only love footy but also 
understand the importance of what the Foundation 
does in assisting the rugby league community when 
they’re not on the field,” Ron Coote said.

Men of League will also give fans the opportunity 
to secure their own piece of Heritage Round history 
with 492 individually numbered Men of League 
commemorative medallions that capture the symbolism 
of the round, available for $99 each. Medallions used 
in the toss of each game will also be framed and 
signed by both captains for auction.

“Those who have contributed so much to rugby league 
deserve our recognition and respect, both in times 
of triumph and hardship. Helping out your mates has 
been part of the game since its inception and Men of 
League was founded upon this principle,” Coote said.  

“If you’re not already a Men of League member, the 
Heritage Round offers fans a chance to celebrate 
some of the best moments in our game’s history 
and sign up to become a part of our ever growing 
community.”

One of the features of Heritage Round is the return 
to the Sydney Cricket Ground. with this year's clash 
at the hallowed turf being a showdown between the 
two teams that have amassed the most premierships 
in the history of the game - the Dragons hosting the 
Rabbitohs.

It is the clash of the arch-rivals of the 1960s, the 
Rabbitohs and Dragons, who graced the SCG for 
many match of the round clashes that often featured 
Ron Coote and his mates Bob McCarthy, John Sattler, 
John O'Neill and Gary Stevens against the might of the 
Red Vee with Reg Gasnier, Graeme Langlands, Ian 
Walsh and Norm Provan (up to 1965). It is sure to be a 
willing tussles, as is the annual Charity Shield played 
in February.

Don’t forget to keep an eye out for the Facebook 
promotion, which will see fans have the opportunity to 
collect with a league star at one of the matches.

So, get out to a match, support Men of League and 
celebrate our great game during Heritage Round.

HERITAGE ROUND - ROUND 5 OF THE  
2014 TELSTRA PREMIERSHIP

• Friday, 4 April, 7:40pm (local), Allianz Stadium 
 Roosters v Bulldogs

• Friday 4 April, 7:40pm (local), Suncorp Stadium 
 Broncos v Eels

• Saturday 5 April, 3pm (local), Remondis Stadium 
 Sharks v Warriors

• Saturday 5 April, 5:30pm (local), Sportingbet Stadium 
 Panthers v Raiders

• Saturday 5 April, 7:30pm (local), SCG 
 Dragons v Rabbitohs

• Sunday 6 April, 2pm (local), AAMI Park 
 Storm v Titans

• Sunday 6 April, 3pm (local), Leichhardt Oval 
 Wests Tigers v Sea Eagles

• Monday 7 April 2014, 7pm (local), 1300 Smiles Stadium 
 Cowboys v Knights

"We want to create a sea of 
Men of League supporters 
at every game."
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It has often been said that rugby league is not 
rocket science but the way the study of the game’s 
statistics is heading a degree in astrophysics 

may be an advantage. GPS tracking data, heart rate 
monitoring, load measurement and high-tech video 
analysis have become common jargon in the coaching 
department of every NRL club.

Rugby League statistics have come a long way since 
Gerry Seymour scribbled numbers in an exercise 
book for Jack Gibson in the late 1960s. Seymour was 
treasurer of Easts’ football club when Gibson arrived in 
1967 and began keeping tackle counts for the young 
coach, who imparted the information to his players 
during the half-time break.

It’s not hard to imagine ‘Gibbo’ using the figures to his 
advantage, to emphasise to a slow-moving front-rower 

that he needed to lift his workrate or to acclaim the 
effort of a tackling machine like ‘Bunny’ Reilly to show 
up the rest of the team.

“They were his gimmick,” Seymour once recalled of the 
tackle counts that have become a staple of the game’s 
statistics. Tackle counts were first displayed on a 
game-wide basis in 1976 when the now extinct Sydney 
afternoon tabloid, the Daily Mirror, published the counts 
in their Monday rugby league lift-out section. 

In those days, 80-minute team totals rarely exceeded 
200. Today, they occasionally top twice that number. It 
was a big deal for an individual player to make 30 tackles 
in a game. By contrast, the record for most tackles is 
now held by former Warriors forward Micheal Luck, who 
produced the monumental tally of 78 against Melbourne 
in 2009 (albeit in a golden-point game).

The high-tech nature of statistical recording and video analysis of the 
game has spiralled in the past decade and is so far advanced than when 
coaching guru Jack Gibson paved the way over 40 years ago. We provide 
an insight into the development. BY DAVID MIDDLETON

THE STATS REVOLUTION

The man who started it all, Jack Gibson, with Parramatta players of 1983 (from left) Steve Sharp, Peter Sterling, Paul Mares, Geoff Bugden,  
David Liddiard and Gary Martene. Photo courtesy DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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There was no central statistics unit in the 1970s. 
Each club had their own statistician, who supplied 
information to the coach (and a tackle count for the 
Mirror’s reporter) but as Seymour claimed in an 
interview in 1981, tackle counts by that time had 
outlived their usefulness. 

“You watch just about any game and the first two or 
three tackles of any six will be on fellows who tuck the 
ball under their arm, put their heads down and wait to 
get tackled,” he said. “Those tackles don’t mean much. 
The ones that matter are the ones out wide. I mean 
Steve Mortimer could come up with a tackle count of 
three – as he probably did in the [1980] grand final – 
yet had saved three tries.”

Arguments over the validity of tackle counts can still be 
heard today. For instance, it is often argued that small 
hookers rack up high tackle counts because opposition 
forwards view them as ‘soft’ targets. Conversely, giant 
front-rowers rarely record high numbers of tackles 
because no one wants to run at them.

Tackle counts remain as standard fare in the media but 
in reality, coaches rarely pay them much attention.

While statistics were in their early stages of 
development in the 1970s, the introduction of video 
technology became an increasingly important tool for 
coaches – and coaching assistants like Ron Massey, 
Gibson’s long-time right-hand man – who poured over 
black and white footage of games for hours on end in 
an effort to spot weaknesses in opposition teams or to 
highlight areas where his own players could improve.

The game-changer arrived in 2002 when Brisbane 
company Fair Play developed technology to combine 
match statistics with game vision. Video analysis 
was cutting edge technology back then and coaches 
were all over it. It meant that hours of video watching 

and spooling forward and backwards on a VCR was 
eliminated and “events” such as missed tackles, line 
breaks, kicks in play, dummy-half runs and the like 
could be recalled instantaneously – across a game 
or for a team across the entire season. An aspiring 
halfback like Cooper Cronk could learn plenty by 
watching endless vision of Andrew Johns’ kicks in play 
or his decision-making on the last tackle.

This year, the NRL has handed responsibility for 
supplying statistics across the game to Prozone 
Sports, a company with a global reputation for the 
delivery of high-tech information across a number 
of sports. Their background is in soccer, where they 
supply to 100 clubs and federations worldwide, 
including the English Premier League.

One of the company’s specialties is optical tracking 
technology whereby camera systems track player 
movement and performance within stadiums without 
the use of tracking devices (such as GPS) on 
individual players.

It’s a giant step forward from Gerry Seymour’s exercise 
book and it promises to add a new level of enjoyment 
to the game’s diehard fans.

Page 13 – David Middleton: The best job in the world

RUGBY LEAGUE TRIVIA

ANSWERS  1. Shayne Hayne who scored 318 points for Muswellbrook as a winger in 1990.  2. Brisbane Broncos.  3. Gold Coast, North 
Queensland, Cronulla, Warriors.  4. Johnathon Thurston – 318 (12 tries, 135 goals)  5. 1983

 1. Which current NRL referee held the record for most points in a season in NSW country rugby league, 
surpassing the great Michael Cronin?

2. Which team won the last midweek televised cup competition, then called the Panasonic Cup, in 1989 before it 
became a pre-season competition?

3. Only four of the current 16 NRL clubs have never won a grand final/premiership. Name them.
4. Who holds the record for most points for Australia in Test matches (including World Cup games)?
5. What year did tries become worth four points instead of three?

Gerry Seymour … league’s first stats-man.
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There is nowhere for an NRL 
player to hide even their 
smallest weakness in the 

high-tech era of today.

We now have GPS tracking where 
players are computer chipped in 
training as well as during matches 
for the computer to track the 
distance they travel, the G-force 
impact of tackles, and the speed 
of their movement in attack and 
defence which can interpret how 
physical and demanding a match 
was and thus assist coaches and 
their fitness experts on how to 
tailor training between games.

This technology has been taken 
further by the Bulldogs, whose 
coach Des Hasler has always been 
at the forefront with technology, 
which surely will be picked up by 
other clubs, where GPS is not even 
required, and the video camera 
can track a player directly.

About half the NRL clubs have 
full-time stats and video analysts, 
some on six-figure sums, who 
compile video packages and 

spreadsheets for coaches so they 
can better examine performance. 
Basically their job is to transfer 
data into meaningful and easily 
understandable form, and in many 
cases the analysts will pick up 
team and player trends, because 
they are dissecting so much match 
vision, and alert the head coach.  

Since the Fair Play computer 
system was introduced to the NRL 
clubs in 2002, the amount of stats 
and vision that can be selectively 
captured has exploded. With a 
press of a button, a coach can find 
the average speed of a player’s 
or team’s play the ball; vision of 
every player’s missed tackles; the 
time it takes for the defensive line 
to be set; tackle ‘effectiveness’; 
metres carried; metres kicked and 
effective kicks (those that found 
space compared to those who 
went to hand) plus patterns of 
play and sequence of plays, both 
individual, or by team or even by 
‘zone’ (the left or right edges or 
the centre of then field). You can 
ask the computer to tell you what 
teams do in different parts of field – 

NOWHERE TO HIDE
BY NEIL CADIGAN

from a kick-return, what do running 
the ball out of own end of field, 
what set plays they use when in 
attacking zone, or set restarts from 
scrums or penalty taps. 

So how does it work? Basically 
every ‘effort’ or ‘event’ is coded 
as it happens, for example a 
Johnathan Thurston kick or run, 
which can be further identified by 
what part of the field it occurs. So 
a coach can go in and request 
all Thurston kicks from inside the 
opposition quarter, and within 
seconds a compilation comes up 
ready to play.

Players now have applications 
on their iPads where they can be 
at home and analyse theirs or 
their opposition’s game in a video 
package emailed to them by the 
coach or his analyst, or simply 
go to a link that takes them to the 
club’s server. 

A winger coming into first grade 
can view his opposite number’s 
efforts, in attack and defence, with 
the high ball so he knows what sort 
of leap he has when trying to pull 
in ‘bombs’. Some clubs get parts 
of their team - left, right, middle of 
the field players – to sit together 
and come up with key points 
of their group performance, in 
reviewing their previous game or in 
previewing their next opposition.

Has this led to today’s game being 
more predictable? Without doubt. 
However there is still the human 
element of attitude, injury, fatigue, 
individual ability, speed or strength, 
skill of the elite players and the 
benefit of those who can astutely 
react to ‘what is in front of them’ that 
still determine results, and the best 
teams and players from the others. 

However, players are naturally 
creatures of habit, particularly 
under fatigue and duress, and you 
can count on opponents knowing 
that – and it being captured in full 
living colour on the NRL’s  
candid camera.

Will Badel, part of the new breed of analysts. Photo courtesy DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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My journey into rugby 
league statistics and 
history began when I was 

at school in the late 1970s. I did 
most of the ‘normal’ things that kids 
my age did – cricket in the summer 
and footy in the winter – but I 
also followed a pursuit that was 
definitely ‘outside the square’. 

I spent a good portion of my 
teenage years, occasionally after 
school but often on holidays, 
traipsing into the NSWRL 
headquarters in Phillip Street and 
making a pest of myself by asking 
to look at their collection of old 
programs and books. It was a time 
when Kevin Humphreys was in 
charge and the staff of the league 
could be counted on little more 
than one hand. I recall asking the 
late Ken Stephen (who was always 
generous with his time) if he could 
supply me with a list of every player 
who had represented Australia. 

After a few minutes searching he 
came back and told me that no such 
list existed. That was the trigger 
that really got me started. From 
that point I’d either trek to the State 
Library in Macquarie Street and 
search through old newspapers 
for the really ancient stuff on 
clunky microfilm readers until 

my eyes blurred or I’d sit outside 
Humphreys’ office, aware of phone 
conversations he was having with 
QRL boss Ron McAuliffe before and 
after the birth of State of Origin. 

I’d sift through old copies of Rugby 
League News (which preceded Big 
League magazine) for information 
that went back to 1920. I’d meet 
some famous old players in my 
travels. It was a great thrill to talk to 
Charles ‘Chook’ Fraser in his late 
80s – he toured with the Kangaroos 
in 1911-12 and 1921-22 and played 
against Dally Messenger. 

The end result of my research was 
an A-Z listing of every player who 
had represented Australia since 
1908. It included a Test-by-Test 
rundown of around 500 players 
and a record section that detailed 
the wins and losses by biggest 
margins, highest attendances, a list 
of dual internationals and more. 

After putting my work together 
in book form I showed it to a 
number of the league officials 
and Peter Corcoran, one of the 
game’s great behind-the-scenes 
workers, recommended that I take 
it to Ian Heads, who was about 
to commence as editor of Rugby 
League Week. My first ‘business 

DAVID MIDDLETON was a schoolboy when he began compiling league’s first 
historical data base – information the league itself had never captured. He is 
now the pre-eminent historical expert in the game. He chronicles his journey for 
Men of League magazine.

David Middleton (left) in the Channel 9 commentary box.

GREATEST JOB IN THE WORLD

deal’ was with the outgoing editor, 
Geoff Prenter, but Ian soon took the 
reins and RLW’s Book of Records 
became a reality in 1982. 

Ian became a mentor, encouraging 
me to pursue a career in journalism 
and gave me my first full-time job, 
as cadet reporter for RLW after I 
completed my HSC. In the years 
that followed I reported on games 
and wrote feature articles but 
continued to pursue my passion for 
the game’s history and statistics. 

After finishing the book on 
Australian players I shifted my 
attention to the premiership, first 
compiling a list of every first grade 
result, before turning to the sizable 
task of researching the record of 
every player who played first grade. 
Developing this base of history 
proved to be of great benefit to 
me as a writer and it also drew my 
attention to many of the game’s 
great stories and the richness of its 
characters. 

This work also allowed me to 
branch out on my own, in 1992, 
when I started an information 
agency League Information 
Services. I supply information to 
clients, including newspapers, 
magazines and electronic media 
and have been lucky enough to 
maintain a full-time business for 
the past 20-odd years. 

Since 1997 I’ve worked with 
Channel Nine, keeping stats 
during Friday night and Sunday 
telecasts and supplying ‘Rabbits’, 
‘Sterlo’, ‘Gus’ and the boys with 
background information on players.
It’s an incredible job and hopefully 
one I never take for granted.
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Scattered through the rugby league story in 
Australia are milestone years, those which 
rose above all others either in their importance 

to the wider game – or the drama and colour of the 
events they produced.

The game’s historians can reel them off: 1907 when 
rugby league was born here, 1908 when it was first 
played; 1909 when the signing, almost en masse, 
of the Wallaby stars, secured the future for the 13-a 
side game; 1911-12 when Australia won the ‘Ashes’ 
against Great Britain for the first time; 1950 when the 
Aussies regained the Ashes (lost in 1921) for the first 
time in 30 seasons; 1956 when St George began their 
unbelievable run, of 11 straight premierships; 1967 
when the limited tackle rule was introduced, profoundly 
changing the game and shaping it for the future; 1980, 
when league’s leaders took a punt on State of Origin 
football between NSW and Queensland; 1995 – in the 
pejorative sense - when the Super League War broke 
out, ripping the game asunder, with media moguls 
playing the part of lofty puppet masters.

In the Grand Saga of the years there exists the tales of 
other seasons which have run those truly exceptional 
times close, via the events they paraded and the 
colour they provided to the story.

One such memorable year arrives at a significant 
milepost in the course of this 2014 season – the 
game’s 107th.

It is a time so well worth remembering for rugby 
league - the season of 1974 which clicks its heels and 
celebrates its 40th (ruby) anniversary.

Those of more senior years remember it well, a wet 
season in which:

• Arguably, the last great home Test series between 
Australia and Great Britain was played here – 
culminating in a brave, Graeme Langlands-inspired 
fightback in the third Test, leading to the retaining of 
the Ashes by the Aussies. In the match at the SCG, 
won 22-18, captain-coach Langlands became the first 
player to top 100 points in Anglo-Australian Tests.

• The inspired introduction of a midweek televised 
competition, the $15,000 Amco Cup, based on 
English soccer’s FA Cup knockout formula. The 
unlikely Cinderella story it produced, with victory 
going to an underdog Western Division team 
comprised of tough bush blokes, secured the very 
future of the competition. It would run for 19 seasons 
before the arrival of full-time professionalism and 
increasing focus on the NSWRL premiership killed 
it off. A moment along the way when the Western 
Division boys shaped up in an infamous blood ‘n 
thunder match against the touring GB side, rated 
one of the toughest games ever played and adding a 
dash of  spice to the season.

• A great coach emerged from his formative years to 
fly high above the pack – imposing influence and 
leadership that would change the shape of coaching 
as the game headed towards its modern era. Jack 
Gibson’s first premiership victory, guiding the club he 
had played for years before, Eastern Suburbs, was a 
seminal moment for the wider game. 

SALUTE TO ’74:  
FROM LEGENDS TO UNLIKELY BUSH HEROES

Season 1974, 40 years ago but still remembered by many, was a 
momentous one. It sees us now celebrating the anniversary of the launch 
of the Amco Cup, the start of Coach of the Century Jack Gibson’s legend 

with the Roosters and Graeme Langlands’ crowning glory of in the last epic 
Test series in Australia against Great Britain. BY IAN HEADS
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The historic Western Division giant-killers of ’74
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The success of the Amco Cup, played under lights weekly 
(mainly at Leichhardt Oval) proved a great pointer to rugby 
league’s TV-linked future. The following year, on March 1, 
1975, colour television was first beamed out in Australia. But 
league had been in, or around, the medium from very early 
days with the game’s president, the prescient W.G. ‘Bill’ 
Buckley declaring in 1956, the year of television’s kick-off 
here: “Television can play a very big part in our future.”

A match was televised as early as April 1957– Balmain v 
Canterbury at Leichhardt Oval. By 1961 premiership games 
were shown each week on television. By 1974, through the 
drive of a far-sighted Sydney entrepreneur Colin McLennan, 
creator of the Amco Cup concept, TV football under lights 
had become a reality – and the game stood ready for the 
revolution of colour.

What an event that was for Western Division coach Johnny 
King (ex-St George and Australia winger, then running a pub 
in Wellington) and his men who came from far and wide out 
west, all the way from Lithgow to Cobar. Captained by a tough 
cop from Bathurst, five-eighth Paul Dowling, they proved a 
revelation, bowling over in turn an Auckland team filled with 
Kiwi internationals (13-7), Canterbury-Bankstown (12-10) and 
defending NSWRL premiers Manly (12-all, won on count-back) 
- on their way to the final in which they beat hot favourites, 
Penrith, 6-2 at Leichhardt.

Along the track of the ’74 Amco Cup, Western Division 
produced an unlikely superstar in the bold, bald replacement 
forward Ted Ellery from Lithgow who was quickly dubbed ‘TV 
Ted’ and who added a dash of Hollywood with his charging 
runs, the lights dazzling off his shiny pate. 

The Western Division boys were no ‘shiners’ but they sure lit up 
that season of 40 years ago. Mixing young, including 20-year-
old future international winger from Wellington, Terry Fahey, and 
not so young they typified the league players of the bush – men 
who played on hard wintry grounds, defying drought, flood, fire, 
dust-storms and snow and gathered for usually just one training 
session, in Sydney, before each Cup match.

Equal in their inspirational qualities to the ‘country cousins’ 
that year were Changa’s gang who, having slipped to defeat to 
the super boot of Britain’s John Gray in the second Test, found 
themselves down 16-10 to the Brits at half-time in the decider 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground – but climbed back to victory … 
with the crowd chanting “Changa, Changa, Changa!”. So too, 
soon-to-be ‘super coach’ Gibson who through 1974 and ’75 
honed the Roosters into an outfit which left the others in their 
wake – and laid the path for the future.

The game can raise a glass to the events of ’74, assuredly 
one of the special ones, a time which the wider game should 
remember and celebrate these 40 years on.

Ian Heads is writing a book on the inside story behind the magic 
of season 1974, to be released later this year.

Graeme Langlands, hero of 1974, about to collect the 
Ashes Trophy.

The initial Amco Cup.
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It was a competition that caused 
dubious suspicion and a lack 
of support at times from the 

Sydney clubs, an attitude mirrored 
six years later when State of Origin 
was introduced in 1980 and those 
same officials predicted it would be 
a gimmick that wouldn’t last.

But the Amco Cup quickly became 
part of our viewing habits on a 
Wednesday night because of the 
passion and performance of the 
unsung heroes when they took 
on the glamour boys of Sydney. 
It had four 20-minute quarters, 
four replacement players, former 
internationals mixing with fresh 
new talent from the bush and up-
and-coming lower graders from the 
Sydney sides keen to impress.

And that’s not to forget the launch 
of Ray Warren’s TV calling career 
with his respected comments man 
Keith Barnes by his side, and co-
commentator Kerry Buckeridge. 
And with it came the launch of the 
Amco Shield schoolboys curtain-
raiser competition with games 
televised on Saturday mornings 
with Blacktown Boys High, Ashcroft 
High and later Fairfield Patrician 

Brothers, Holy Cross Ryde, St 
Gregory’s Campbelltown and other 
schools giving us our first glimpses 
of teenage talent like the White 
brothers, Steve and Peter; Kevin 
Dann, Ashcroft’s Emery brothers, 
then Peter Sterling, Ben Elias, 
Tony Cossato, Ivan Henjak, Paul 
Langmack and Greg Alexander 

After the Newcastle and Brisbane 
leagues knocked back invitations 
to be involved there were seven 
NSW Country divisional sides 
initially (Western, Southern, 
Northern, Riverina, Illawarra, North 
Coast, Monaro) plus Auckland and 
second division champions Ryde-
Eastwood matched against the 
12 Sydney clubs, played over 20 
weeks with quarter finals, semi-
finals and a final.

The lasting memory is of ‘TV Ted’ 
Ellery as ‘Rabbits’ Warren tagged 
him, and his bullocking runs from 
the bench. While Origin 1980 had 
Artie Beetson, Amco Cup ’74 had 
TV Ted as its signature performer.

The next year saw the introduction 
of Queensland teams, city and 
country, in Ipswich, Brothers, 

RABS, TV TED, MASCARA… 
AH, THE MEMORIES 

BY NEIL CADIGAN

Toowoomba, Brisbane Norths 
and Souths plus Valleys, and the 
competition extended to 27 games, 
including the final won by the 
Roosters over the Parramatta Eels.

The Cup changed name (KB, 
Panasonic, National Panasonic, 
Tooth), and format saw appearances 
by Northern Territory, Western 
Australia, Canterbury and Wellington 
(NZ) and Queensland country 
divisions before it was streamlined 
in 1979 to include the Sydney 
clubs and Combined Brisbane, 
Queensland Country, NSW Country 
and Auckland for 16 teams.

But what was constant were 
the rich pickings, not just for the 
winning team but the player most 
responsible for the ‘golden try’ of 
the series or the ‘superstar’ award 
which carried prizes of a car, or 
cash or a fandangle sound system 
courtesy of Panasonic. Englishmen 
John Gray (superstar) and Mal 
Reilly (golden try) were inaugural 
winners in ’74. A bit of trivia here: 
Steve Rogers and Mike Eden 
were the only players to win both 
awards; and Balmain were the only 
team to win the Cup three times 
(1976, 85, 87).

Eventually, in 1990, it became a 
pre-season competition contested 
by the 16 to 20 major premiership 
clubs and lost its appeal; eventually 
buried in history in 1995. 

But ‘the midweek Cup’ will always 
be fondly remembered for TV Ted, 
Rabbits, the Roosters and their 
black mascara under the eyes to 
deflect the floodlights, four-quarter 
footy and a reason to get together 
with mates outside of the weekend 
and have a few beers and watch 
the footy on the box. Great times.

‘TV Ted’ Ellery gets a pat on his shiny head from Western Division skipper Paul Dowling.
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Few footy fans would realise that the Amco Cup  
launched Wally Lewis into first grade rugby league.

The future ‘Emporer of Lang Park’ debuted 
for Fortitude Valley Diehards against the Illawarra 
divisional side at Lang Park on April 6, 1978 scoring 
the only try for his side in a 35-7 loss.

Illawarra, coached by former Great Britain Test 
halfback Tommy Bishop and boasting the likes of 
Steve Morris, Peter Wynn, Rod Henniker and man of 
the match Brian Johnson, had too much class for the 
Brisbane boys.

The 18-year-old Lewis, who had toured Britain with the 
Australian Schoolboys rugby union side the previous 
year, was an interchange player but the following 
weekend was in Valleys’ starting side for a Brisbane 
premiership match against Norths at Neumann Oval.

Later that same month Brisbane Souths Magpies, 
coached by Wayne Bennett, were drawn to play 
reigning Amco Cup champions, Western Suburbs 
(Sydney) at Leichhardt Oval.

“I have never been involved as a coach in any match 
against a Sydney team, so it is all new to me,” Bennett 
told The Courier-Mail. “I cannot make any forecasts, 
but there is plenty of ability in our side.”

Souths’ line-up included current ARLC chairman John 
Grant, a Test winger-centre; 1977 Test skipper Greg 
Veivers; future Test prop Dave Brown and Queensland 
players John Salter, Bruce Astill and Bob Kellaway but 
Wests won easily by 25-5.

Toowoomba, coached by John McDonald, were the 
first Queensland side to beat a Sydney club, with the 
Clydesdales upsetting the Noel Kelly-coached Norths 
outfit, 22-13 at Leichhardt Oval in 1975.

Brothers became the first Brisbane club side to beat a 
Sydney club in a competition fixture when the Fighting 
Irish triumphed 19-8 over Penrith at Lang Park in 1976.

Brisbane club sides had beaten Sydney outfits in pre-
season and post season trials or challenge matches, 
but this was the first win in a recognised competition.

Man of the match was Brothers indigenous forward 
Noel ‘Chipsy’ Harrington, who won a television as a 
result of his bustling display.

Penrith centre Ross Gigg later recalled that Harrington 
told him that winning the TV meant he would have to 
get the power on at home.

Knowing ‘Chipsy’, that was just his wicked sense of 
humour, but there is little doubt when he was serious, 
Harrington was a 1970s version of current NRL star 
George Rose.

That 1976 Penrith team boasted the likes of British 
Test stars, Mike Stephenson and Bill Ashurst, 
Australian prop Bob O'Reilly and clever halfback Terry 
Wickey.

It wasn't until 1984 that the knock-out trophy headed 
north of the border when Combined Brisbane beat 
Easts 12-11 in the final at Leichhardt Oval. Bob 
McCarthy was Brisbane coach and Lewis the skipper.

Lewis was also the captain when the Brisbane 
Broncos beat Illawarra Steelers 22-20 in the 1989 final 
at Parramatta Stadium, 12 years after ‘The King’ ran 
out as a nervous teenager against the old Illawarra 
divisional side. It was the last midweek television Cup 
final.

NOTE: Steve Ricketts played centre in the third and 
fourth quarters of Brothers’ 1976 win over Penrith.

THE CUP OF OPPORTUNITY
Pre-Brisbane Broncos (1988), the televised midweek cup provided the rare 
opportunity for Queensland-based club players to take on the glamour 
boys of Sydney. It launched, profile-wise at least, the careers of some 
budding stars. BY STEVE RICKETTS

A young Wally Lewis in action for Valleys.  
Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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RAY’S WRAP
The voice of the game 
and league’s greatest TV 
broadcaster Ray Warren

Nobody thought it would work: a Wednesday 
night competition bringing together teams from 
all over New South Wales and Queensland, 

including city teams and country divisions.

It was something broader than rugby league had ever 
ventured into and it was to be called, in year one, the 
Amco Cup via the sponsorship of the Vincent family 
and their jeans company.  

It is indeed 40 years ago and the Amco Cup, which 
became the Tooth Cup, the KB Cup and the National 
Panasonic Cup, has long gone. Those who said it 
wouldn’t work were made to eat their words when it 
continued on until the back end of the 80s.   

I had the pleasure of calling it from day one right 
through until my own demise in 1986. Just about 
every Wednesday the car knew its way to Leichhardt 
Oval; mind you the Cup was played in many centres 
including Orange in year one when a semi-final was 
delayed by a heavy fall of snow. That was the game 
between Manly and Western Division which ended in a 
draw but Western Division won on a count back to go 
through to the final.   

Year one was unforgettable for two major reasons. It 
was won by a country divisional side and it brought to 
TV a man they called ‘TV Ted’ Ellery. He was a raw-
boned unit, a miner from memory from up Lithgow way. 
He may well have been the first of our impact players 
as we refer to them now. He would come on deep into 
the game whenever coach Johnny King thought the 
time was right and Ted would send them flying all over 
the place like ten pins.  

It was a real Cinderella story with this team from the 
country upsetting the big Sydney sides and putting 
Manly away in that semi and then Penrith in the final. 
Leichhardt was chockers that night with thousands 
coming over the mountains to hail their heroes.  

It was in one of those games involving Western 
Division that TV first dropped a microphone into a 
huddle of players. The game was played in quarters 
so there was ample opportunity but the first time 

we tried it with a ‘mike’ in the middle of the Western 
Division huddle, coach King was heard loud and clear 
with many profanities booming into the lounge rooms 
around Australia!

I loved that competition because it gave country footy a 
chance to be part of the big time. We need to recognise 
and do as much as we can for country footy; after all 
they breed a large percentage of our players so why 
then can’t we take those players, in their city clubs, 
back to the country and show them to the people that 
bred them. We should be taking at least a game every 
fortnight back to a country centre, not some mickey-
mouse trial game but a real premiership game with two 
points up for grabs. The game can’t live without the 
funds provided by television that is obvious but at the 
same time TV is not helping footy in the country.  

A typical lover of the game can now sit in his lounge 
chair and watch the entire weekend of footy played by 
the best in the world rather than go down to the local 
park and watch the kids from his own town play; that is 
the downside of the extensive TV coverage.

But back to the Amco Cup. It was the brainchild of 
Col McLennan and Max Dutch with the blessing of 
Kevin Humphreys. My first co-commentator was Keith 
Barnes but each week they would give me a guest 
commentator as well.  

One night it was Frank Hyde and it was a double-
header so you didn’t have time for a break.  Well into 
the second game I was desperate to go to the toot, 
so I asked Frank via a note could he take over for five 
minutes. He replied ‘No thanks’. I think it was because 
he hadn’t called at night and didn’t know the players 
involved as he would do under normal circumstances.  

You can imagine what happened, I kept calling taking 
aim at a soft drink can under the bench only to realise 
a short time later that I had missed the can and my 
trousers were significantly wet. In recalling that night I 
think of Keith Barnes. It was a wonderful honour to be 
made an honouree with the great man at the end of 
last year by the Men of League. To Ron Coote and his 
organisation, from the bottom of my heart, thank you. R
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There can come a time in everyone’s life where 
you come to a fork in the road, and fate is 
determined by which path you follow. That 

moment came on the night of 14 March, 2009 for Ben 
Ross, and its consequences ultimately leading him to 
become Men of League’s latest staff recruit.

Ross badly compressed and fractured his C4 and C5 
vertebrae in a tackle while playing for the Cronulla 
Sharks in the season opening round against Penrith, 
the same opposition he was opposing when he lost a 
season of his career due to anterior cruciate ligament 
damage three years earlier. A specialist said he was “a 
whisker away from becoming a quadriplegic” and he 
was not expected to play rugby league again.

Miraculously, he did play again, for South Sydney in 
2011 and for two finals seasons for the Sharks. Yet 
it was the toughest time of his life, those two years 
when he learned more about himself, life’s unexpected 
hurdles and about other people that had made him 
the man he is today – a man who is passionate about 
helping others confronted with great challenges, and 
not just in the greater rugby league community.

That period, when despite not being able to walk 
from his hospital bed, he learned he had the power 
to brighten up the days of those around him, and it 
sparked a desire in the Queenslander that has led him 
to retreat from a planned stint with the London Broncos 
and instead take up his position in January with the 
Foundation, adding a young generational aspect to the 
operation.

“Once I broke my neck I realised how much football 
can change people’s lives,” Ross said. “I was sick in 
hospital and I couldn’t move but people walked past 
and I was still able to cheer them up and I thought if I 
can make a difference to people’s lives, especially in 
hospital and with children, why don’t I do it more.

“The injury certainly taught me not to take anything for 
granted. I thought I had everything I wanted and it was 
taken away suddenly in one brief tackle. They were 
tough times when you think your world has crumbled 
around you and you have let people down. But I 
learned there’s always a positive to every negative. 

The positive was that I learned to appreciate life itself 
and footy wasn’t everything and there are greater 
things outside of the NRL and a lot of people in need. 

“Also it gave me the chance to communicate to other 
people in time of need that just because something is 
going bad it is not the end of the world, there is always 
a shining light and I believe Men of League is that 
shining light for a lot of people; they get them back 
on the right track and lead them in the right direction. 
That’s why I got involved because they really do make 
a difference.”

Ross’ shining lights were his wife Renai and John 
Lang, his former Panthers coach who gave him an 
opportunity at Souths but was also a mentor and 
confidante well away from football. Ross has since 
been active in the community via the NRL’s many 
programs and some of his individual activities, 
including organising an annual charity golf day in aid of 
a young patient he met while in hospital.

But joining the Foundation’s force at their Homebush 
offices was the ideal next step for him; a second fork in 
the road.

“I was going to the London Broncos, I had pretty much 
agreed to terms,” said Ross. “Suddenly I met Corene 
[Foundation CEO Corene Strauss] and she said 
there was an opportunity to join the Men of League 
as welfare manager. It was an opportunity to do 
something I am passionate about. 

“Every day is a joy to come in here to work for Men 
of League because I know how much we change 
people’s lives, not just retired rugby league players but 
the grass roots of football.”

Part of his brief, while not ignoring the core 
responsibilities to all those, old or young, who can 
benefit from Men of League’s assistance, is to broaden 
its awareness among recently retired and current 
players. And he has been quickly taken by some of the 
hardships he has been made aware of.

“I’ve seen a lot of my NRL first grade mates go through 
hard times when finishing football but some of the 

BEN’S HARDSHIP FUELS A 
PASSION TO HELP OTHERS
Ben Ross, NRL premiership winner and former Queensland front-rower, 
has joined Men of League’s head office as a welfare manager. He comes 
with personal experiences and a passion that will be valuable. BY NEIL CADIGAN
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things we have helped out with have opened my eyes 
and I’m quite surprised how quickly Men of League 
have responded to it and put them back on the road to 
recovery,” he said.

“I know one mate pretty much had the world at my feet 
and a lot of money and it disappeared on home loans 
and living an extravagant kind of life; he lost his home 
and everything because of injury and the lost income. 
A few years later he approached Men of League 
and we were able to help with a grant to get him into 
university course and back on his feet and able to 
support his family. I knew him quite well and didn’t 
know the things he was going through.”

Many players of today will face issues such as alcohol, 
recreational and prescription drug use, gambling and 
depression and also transition into retirement. The 
NRL, through its welfare unit, is doing a wonderful job 
assisting players and educating them. Men of League 
wants to support that, and Ross is well placed to play 
a leading role with the generation that leaves an all-

consuming, professional environment and young men 
left to adapt to the greater part of their life away from 
the detached fish-bowl environment they left.

“There’s a big gap now to fill for those just having 
retired or are about to and didn’t have that education 
when they were younger,” said Ross who signed with 
his initial NRL club, the Dragons, on the condition 
they put him through university. He also worked early 
mornings on a garbage run when he first came to 
Sydney from Blackwater in western Queensland where 
his father ran a newsagency.  

“Some of these guys have been on big contracts but 
go back to square one, to the same level as people 
who have just come out of high school because don’t 
have employment experience or qualifications.

“Not too many players understand you’ve got to have 
work-life balance; you’ve got to get out of the rugby 
league bubble because, when you leave, that bubble 
quickly disappears and you are left in the real world.”

Ben Ross (top) helps Paul Gallen in a tackle for the Sharks. His uniform is now a coat and tie. Photo courtesy DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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When Men of League chairman, Ron Coote 
AM, was inducted into the Sport Australia 
Hall of Fame in Melbourne in October last 

year, a man with an even richer, more diverse sporting 
background followed him onto the stage.

Ted Harris, AC, is not a household name in rugby 
league but he should be.

Without Harris, rugby league would not have been 
televised as early as it was; would never have 
undergone the corporate reform which eventually 
led to a commission and would not have led the way 
amongst sports in adapting adult rules to make games 
more appealing for kids.

Yet rugby league is but one of his sporting interests, 
evidenced in the acclaim he received in October when he 
was made a member of the national Hall of Fame in the 
category reserved for coaches, administrators and media.

Rugby league was the first sport he covered as a 
journalist when he joined radio station 2GB after 
leaving Scots College.

He attended the regular Monday night meetings of the 
NSWRL in Phillip Street, observing the delegates stuff 
their coat pockets with cubes of cheese and cold meat 
to take home to their families.

“For a young fellow from a Sydney private school, 
these men such as Baden Wales from St George, 
George Ball from Souths, John Quinlan from Easts and 
Bill Buckley from Newtown, representing the working 
class game, treated me with great courtesy and 
kindness,” Harris recalls.

One favourite story of Harris reflects both the 
egalitarian nature of Australia and the independent 
spirit of rugby league at a time the nation still tugged its 
forelocks to England.

Former long-time chairman of the Australian Sports Commission, Ted 
Harris, is not a name synonymous with rugby league in many people’s 
minds, but his influence on league – among many sports – is significant.  
BY ROY MASTERS

THE OTHER ‘TV TED’ OF RUGBY LEAGUE

Ted Harris with his fellow Hall of Fame 
inductees of 2013: (from left) Victor 
Kovalenko (sailing), Ron Coote (rugby 
league), Harris, Dawn Fraser (swimming), 
Clint Robinson (kayaking), Alyson Annan 
(hockey), Graeme Lloyd (baseball) and 
Stan Longindis (kick boxing).  
Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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The Governor General, Sir William McKell, was a 
rugby league man and invited a visiting Englishman, a 
member of the House of Lords, to the match of the day 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground.

Sir William spied the red headed and rancorous boss 
of the NSWRL, Jersey Flegg, at the members bar 
of the SCG and introduced him to the distinguished 
visitor, saying, “I’d like you to meet a friend of mine 
from England, Lord McDonald.”

Jersey, who was hard of hearing, said, “Pleased to 
meet you Claude”, whereupon the Governor General 
said, “No Jerse, it’s Lord, not Claude.”

Jersey snapped, “Come on Bill. This is Australia. We 
don’t go on with all that bullshit here.”

Over the decade 1946-56, Harris commentated on 
rugby league, rugby union, boxing and tennis, together 
with cricket Tests. 

He broadcast the fight between Vic Patrick and Freddy 
Dawson at Rushcutters Bay in September 1947. He 
called the first national broadcast of tennis’ Davis Cup 
in 1946; organised the first Australian golf tournament 
with prize-money of £1000, the highest ever offered 
to golfers in Australia; secured the exclusive rights to 
televise the 1956 Melbourne Olympics; chaired fund 
raising committees for three Olympic Games; was 
appointed the inaugural chair of the Australian Sports 
Commission and was a director of the bid committee 
which delivered Sydney the 2000 Olympic Games.

And he could beat Bob Hawke at tennis, took Rupert 
Murdoch’s money at cards and out swore Kerry Packer.

As chair of the ASC and the Australian Institute 
of Sport, he encouraged me to initiate a national 
program of modified sports, where adult rules and 
adult equipment were scaled down to suit the needs of 
primary school children.

The program was called ‘Aussie Sports’ and rugby 
league was the first team sport to seize the initiative, 
introducing mini and mod league.

In 1983, complaints about the game’s governance and 
public lack of confidence, particularly over referees, 
saw Harris chair an enquiry into incorporation of Rugby 
League.

It led to the reform of the directorship of the NSWRL, 
with independent businessmen taking corporate 
knowledge into the boardroom. 

In 1993, the Confederation of Australian Sport 
conferred Harris with an Award of Merit and in 1994, 

following his retirement from the ASC, he was made 
a life member in recognition of “an outstanding and 
distinguished contribution to the advancement of 
sport in Australia.” He remains the only life member 
of the ASC. During his time as ASC chair, he took a 
significant stand with drugs and initiated a federal 
enquiry following explosive reports about drug taking 
by athletes.

Again, rugby league was a pioneer, with then NSWRL 
chief executive, John Quayle, taking up the challenge 
from the team sports.

A massive drug testing sweep of inner Sydney 
clubs sent a message to players that the so called 
recreational drugs would not be tolerated.

It was a decade before other football codes, such as 
AFL, followed with testing for illicit drugs.

Rugby league was also televised into Melbourne, well 
before AFL reached TV screens in Sydney and it’s fair 
to say Australia would not have seen any sport on the 
box for years if it had not been for Harris.

As a senior executive of Ampol, he secured the 
television rights to the 1956 Olympics in Melbourne. 
It meant the Games’ highlights were brought into the 
homes of all those who had television sets in NSW 
and Victoria. For those who did not, Harris arranged 
for the installation of 120 TV receivers in Ampol service 
stations in Sydney and Melbourne.

Ampol was the first company to sponsor the TV 
coverage of rugby league.

Harris has also been a member of approximately 15 
corporate and government boards, including chairman 
of Sydney’s Taronga Park Zoo, Australian Airlines 
(leading to the merger with Qantas), ANI and St 
Vincent’s.

Ted, or “AE” as the business community know him, has 
a special affection for league’s rascals and tough men. 
A special memory is that famous fight between Patrick 
and Dawson in 1947 at “the old tin shed.” 

He recalls: “The racing/boxing caller at 2GB took ill 
and I had to call the fight. I had to climb up a ladder 
and call the fight from the ceiling. There was barbed 
wire between ring side and the bleachers. 

“Bumper Farrell (a Newtown prop forward and 
Darlinghurst policeman) was there. Whenever a fight 
broke out in the crowd, Bumper wrapped his hands 
around the barbed wire and jumped over the barricade 
to get amongst the brawlers.”
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PROMOTING GOOD HEALTH

Dr Merv Cross, who knows as much about knee 
injuries as probably anyone in Australia, is 
relieved that the NRL has banned the ‘torpedo’ 

tackle where a third player charges at the lower leg of 
a stationary player held by two other defenders. It had 
become a blight on the game and he and others would 
cringe, waiting for a serious knee injury every time it 
was executed.

The “bees knees of knees”, if I could tag him that, 
has seen enough ruptured ACL (anterior cruciate 
ligaments) and dislocated knees over the decades to 
advocate anything that will help prevent major injury. 
That’s also why he was not an advocate of the NRL 
Nines tournament held in Auckland which he saw as an 
unnecessary invitation for players to suffer major injury.

The now retired Cross, who played 45 first grade games 
in the early 1960s before a shoulder injury ended his 
career at just 21, has performed 45,000 knee surgeries, 
from arthroscopy procedures to full reconstructions. 

His generation of players would lose their careers and 
welcome a life accompanied by arthritis if they suffered 
major ligament damage. 

With the introduction of the arthroscope, which 
enabled early detection and the ‘cleaning up’ of 
loose fragments in the knee, the incidence of arthritis 
dropped and reconstruction surgery mean players 
could be patched up and able to play again in six 
months, rather than not at all in most previous cases. 

It means we have fewer players coming out of the  
NRL with ongoing potential debilitating problems. 
Those who played into the early 1990s may not be so 
fortunate.

Yet for middle-agers who have carried dodgy knees 
from two or three decades ago or longer, and who 
often are seen walking around with ‘bandy’ legs or 
‘knock knees’, their quality of life has been enhanced 
by the other great development – knee replacements.

When it comes to overcoming knee injuries we’ve had arthroscopies, 
reconstructions, even stem cell research and replacement surgery. But if 
you want to avoid having a ‘bung’ knee, there are basic measures to take. 
BY NEIL CADIGAN

THE NEEDS OF KNEES
Dr Merv Cross
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Cross is a walking advertisement for their success; 
both his knees have been reconstructed; that is badly 
worn or ruptured ligaments have been replaced. 
And he has conducted the procedure on the likes of 
contemporaries Keith Barnes, Les ‘Chick’ Cowie, Billy 
Smith, Dick Poole and Johnny King, to name a few.

So there is relief for those who, generationally, were 
not fortunate to play in the modern era.

“By using the arthroscope, minimally invasive surgery, 
we were able to save a lot of knees and get players 
back quicker, and players today can make full recovery 
from very bad injuries that would have ended their 
careers years earlier,” said Cross, who in 1992 
conducted the first reconstruction surgeries using 
a graft from the patella bone rather than hamstring 
tendons as more commonly done.

“But we can give relief to earlier generations through 
knee replacements. If you do one side of the joint you 
can get very bandied or knock kneed and in those 
cases we can make a cut in bone and straighten the 
leg in a procedure called osteotomy.

“Knee replacements have been very successful. 
Recently we did a 20-year follow up and there was 97 
per cent retention after 20 years. We put a golf day 
on for all guys we did knee replacements for and they 
were living a good life.”

Cross was at the forefront of the developments. After 
spending a year practising sports medicine in the 
United States, he created the first sports medicine 
association in Australia and the first sports clinic 
in Sydney. He has trained and mentored several 
orthopaedic surgeons still practising and performing 
career-saving surgery on NRL players.

The longer season, more constant collision on the field 
by athletes who are bigger, stronger, fitter and more 
powerful than ever before has created an environment 
where they are more exposed to knee and shoulder 
injuries, the most frequent complaints in the game. It’s 
just that they can be diagnosed and treated quicker 
and more effectively than yesteryear.

Among the worst knee injuries Cross has seen include 
current Gold Coast Titans player Ashley Harrison who, 
in 2006 while playing for the Roosters, tore his cruciate 
and medial ligaments and dislocated his knee. After 
successful surgery, he played eight months later. 

“It has been an honour and privilege to treat footballers 
and help them get better quality of life,” he said. 

“I treated patients from the womb to the tomb; kids’ 
knees, teenage knees, middle-aged knees, broken-

down knees. I used to do 20 operations a week, all 
knees, half of them arthroscopies, and the other half 
divided between reconstructions of the patella joint, 
cruciates and medials.

“Modern players have better medical recovery but  
are exposed more. They play more and are fresher 
when they come on, and the gang tackle exposes 
them more. And they’re taller, heavier, more  
powerful and fit and mobile. There was a study on 
amateur rugby players and prior to the 1990s the  
average weight in the backs 83kg, now it’s 99kg. 
Imagine the forwards!”

Now Cross is a major advocate of prevention rather 
than surgery being the cure. And he is referring to 
people of all ages and not just modern day footballers. 
It’s all about the correct strengthening and stretching of 
the core muscles. And, generally, we don’t do enough 
of either.

He endorses proprioceptive training, which is a new 
buzz word that trainers and physiotherapists are 
gradually understanding. It is hard to explain (google 
it to get an insight!) but basically it is the capacity 
of the body to determine where all of its parts are 
positioned at any given time, like a subconscious 
sense that corrects your balance, whereas ‘kinesthetic’ 
awareness, or the ability to know where your body 
parts are in three-dimensional space. For example, 
close your eyes and balance on one foot and notice 
how your leg muscles contract and relax to help you 
maintain balance.

There are particular exercises that concentrate on 
proprioceptive movement; correcting posture and 
correct movement of muscles in relation to other 
parts of the body which often are out of balance or do 
extra work to cater for muscles which may have been 
injured. Basically we default to bad habits after the 
injury has healed.

“We have got to prepare the muscles for 
proprioception, and do more stretching,” says Cross. 

“For example hamstrings are rarely fully stretched; 
they can only be fully stretched when you bend over 
to touch your toes with legs straight, or if they are fully 
extended when your heels touch but your bum. 

"We are walking biomechanical bombs waiting to go 
off. Working on core strength and the spine and it is so 
important.” 

And whether we are young, old, athletic, fit or past 
our best, these basic principles can help avoid knee, 
shoulder, ankle or other common injuries.
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EELS’ GHETTO MASTERS
BY BARRY ROSS

It takes someone special to use some of their brief 
time away from NRL training and playing, which 
goes from November to the following September 

or October, to travel to one of the troubled and crime-
infiltrated parts of Africa to inspire local youths. But the 
community-minded Tim Mannah had already shown 
special qualities in the past few years.

Mannah is one of Australian sport’s good guys. Despite 
the devastating loss of his brother and former NRL 
player John, he never complains and is admired by his 
teammates and opponents alike. 

Last October he took fellow Eels players Mitch Allgood, 
Ben Smith and Joseph Paulo to South Africa to do 
voluntary work at Mitchells Plain, a town 30km from 
the city centre of Cape Town, which has one of the 
country’s highest crime rates. 

With a population close to a million residents, Mitchells 
Plain is one of South Africa’s biggest townships. Built 
by the Apartheid government in the early 1970s, it 
has deteriorated into urban ghettos and has major 

problems with gangs and drug abuse. The youth have 
a high incidence of ‘tik’ abuse, which is the local word 
for methamphetamine. 

A few weeks before the Parramatta group arrived, 
South African journalist Max Gebhardt, from the 
Financial Mail, wrote a story saying that Mitchells 
Plain had by far the worst crime rate in the republic. 
Gebhardt said that in the 12 months from March 2012 
to the end of February 2013, there had been around 
1.8 million serious crimes reported to the local police 
district. The unemployment rate is over 80 per cent, 
which contributes to the high crime rate.

The NRL players received some strong support for 
their visit. A good friend of Mannah’s, Ray Itaoui 
from major retailer Sanity Entertainment, donated 
a brick-making machine to the local brick making 
project which builds shelters for elderly women or 
sold in the local community at a cheap rate. The 
initiative was introduced to create job opportunities for 
underprivileged youth and people previously involved 
in gang activities. 
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Rebel Sport also donated $1000 worth of sporting 
equipment which assisted the Sport for Development 
scheme which is aimed at mentoring the youth through 
sport. The footballers spent a day playing soccer with 
local children. Less than a year earlier 20 children, 
who did not have shoes, goalposts or jerseys, but 
were interested in soccer, now have an organised 
competition with more than 70 participants and the 
right gear.

“Sometimes the kids wouldn’t come to training because 
they are involved in gang warfare that night,” said Tim. 
“We heard some horrific stories about the gangs using 
11 year olds as hit men.”

A third program was the A21 (Abolishing injustice in the 
21st century) project, a worldwide movement aimed 
at raising the awareness of people trafficking. With so 
many disadvantaged children in the region, Mitchells 
Pain and the entire Cape Town area is a high risk area. 

“Sex Trafficking is a major problem,” emphasised 
Mannah. “The numbers are staggering. Worldwide, 
more than 25 million people are currently slaves, with 
30,000 or more in South Africa.

“We also spent some time at the Tembaletu school 
for physically disadvantaged children. This is in the 
township of Gugulethu and these kids have it really 
tough. The Hillsong church provides financial and other 
support for the Tembaletu school as part of their Help 
Africa project.” 

Gegulethu has had 800 murders since 2005 and there 
are 1400 car hijackings each year. 

Mannah and his Eels teammates spent eight days 
away and, the day before they flew home, decided to 
go great white shark diving in a cage. The seas were 
large and the 12 scones Allgood ate soon after he 
boarded the boat did not appear to help his queasy 
stomach.

NRL players are renowned for their courage. aggression 
and skill on the playing field but for these four Eels 
to travel to such a place and provide assistance and 
mentoring to troubled youth – just one of many goodwill 
initiatives players past and present are involved in 
weekly - shows even more about their character.

“Sometimes the kids 
wouldn’t come to training 
because they are involved 
in gang warfare that night”
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THE CAYLESS FILE
Tests: 38 Tests for New Zealand
Games: 259 games for Parramatta 1998-2010
220 games as captain (premiership record)
Grand finals: 2001, 2009

Nathan Cayless was as tough and professional 
a front-rower as the game’s modern era 
has seen during his 13 seasons in the NRL 

from 1998. He has picked three current players in his 
‘greatest 17’ chosen from those he played with and 
against during his outstanding career.

Cayless holds the prestigious honours of captaining 
New Zealand to their only World Cup victory, in the 
game’s centenary year of 2008, and being captain in 
more first grade games than anyone in the Australian 
game’s history, with 220 – all but 39 of his top grade 
appearances were as a skipper.

So he was a perfect choice to provide an insight into 
the best of the best of the past two decades and he 
has made room for recent World Cup heroes Jarryd 
Hayne, Johnathon Thurston and Cameron Smith, and 
Manly skipper and arguably the game’s best centre 
still, Jamie Lyons.

However he had rated his former Australian 
Schoolboys team-mate (of 1995) Danny Buderus 
above Kangaroos and Queensland captain Smith as 
the best hooker he competed against.

“Bedsy (Buderus) was the ultimate competitor and 
one of the toughest players in his time,” Cayless said 
while describing Smith as “a very dominant player who 
controls the game at all levels.”

There are few surprises in the rest of the make-up 
of his side, although Raiders second-rower David 
Furner is an interesting selection, Cayless claiming he 
revolutionised the way back-rowers played the game. 
“His speed, power and footwork made it hard for 
oppositions teams to defend.”

Darren Lockyer at fullback, instead of his latter position 
of five-eighth, allowed Brad Fittler to slot in at five-
eighth, outside of Andrew Johns who he says “had 
everything in his game, was years ahead of every 
other player.”

His wingers are the powerful Wendell Sailor and his 
former Eels team-mate Hayne (“unstoppable when 
his game is on”) with Lyons’ centre partner Steve 
Renouf who had speed and power opponents could 
not handle.

NATHAN CAYLESS’S GREATEST TEAM
Fullback: Darren Lockyer
Wingers: Wendell Sailor and Jarryd Hayne
Centres: Jamie Lyon and Steve Renouf
Halves: Brad Fittler, Andrew Johns
Lock: Bradley Clyde
Second-rowers: Nathan Hindmarsh, Gorden Tallis
Props: Shane Webcke, Glenn Lazarus
Hooker: Danny Buderus
Interchange: Cameron Smith, Johnathan 
Thurston, Petero Civoniceva, David Furner

His starting pack is headed by Shane Webcke and 
Glenn Lazarus, with Webcke’s fellow Broncos bookend 
Petero Civoniceva coming off the bench. “Webby’s last 
hit-up was always as hard as his first; he only knew 
how to play at 100 per cent, while Lazarus had so 
much agility for a big man and was the cornerstone of 
premierships at each of the clubs he played with.”

His back row is Bradley Clyde, Gorden Tallis and 
Cayless’s fellow Eels stalwart Nathan Hindmarsh who, 
he said, “could push his body to limits on the field like 
no one else, made a habit of running down wingers 
and saving tries.”

His interchange bench was Smith, Civoniceva, Furner 
and Thurston who he claims is one of the most 
competitive players in the modern game, always 
driving and inspiring his team.

It’s a side with no Kiwis, but a mix of plenty of 
raw power and brilliance that would just about be 
unstoppable if they’d ever wore the same jersey at the 
same time.

MY GREATEST TEAM
NATHAN CAYLESS
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Men of League Victoria is fortunate to have 
received outstanding support since its 
inception from The Aces Sporting Club at 

Keysborough in Melbourne. 

The Aces Sporting Club is managed by the ALH group, 
which operates more than 300 licensed venues and 
460 retail liquor outlets across Australia, making it one 
of the market leaders in offering a diverse array of 
hospitality experiences including electronic gaming, 
sports bars, bistros, restaurants, cafes, retail liquor, 
accommodation, nightclubs and wagering.

Their generous support began with the use of the 
Aces’ facility to launch Men of League Victoria, in 
October 2011. 

The ALH group chief executive Bruce Mathieson jnr 
and director and chief operating officer Ross Blair-
Holt deserve special mention as they have been 
instrumental in providing the sponsorship that has 
allowed the Victorian committee to support many rugby 
league people in need over the past two years.

Recent examples include:

• Assisting Peter Durose (former Canterbury official, 
now living in Melbourne).  

• Servicing and maintenance of motorised people mover.

• Providing monetary support to the Altona Roosters 
Junior Rugby League Club after its clubhouse, 
containing all its equipment, was destroyed by fire. 

• Covering all hotel accommodation for Brenton 
Bowen (former North Queensland Cowboy) and 
his young family when Brenton had to travel to 
Melbourne at short notice for cancer treatment.

• Assisting to VRL player Manu Thompson who had a 
serious spinal injury after a training accident. Men of 
League covered airfares for him and a care person 
to return to New Zealand to be close to his family. 

In addition the Victorian committee members have 
made many hospital visits to offer support to those 
rugby league people who were receiving treatment 
here in Melbourne.

Men of League’s Victorian patron John Ribot and 
Victorian committee president Peter Foreman took 
the opportunity to formally thank Bruce and Ross by 
presenting them with a great piece of rugby league 
memorabilia ‘Billy’s Boot’, a framed signed boot from 
Melbourne Storm and Australian Test fullback Billy 
Slater. 

Bruce and Ross have confirmed that they will continue 
to provide sponsorship of the Men of League Victoria 
via Aces Sporting Club, which will provide valuable 
help in assisting those in need within the Victorian 
rugby league community.

IAN WALSH HONOURED
Participants travelled from as far as Dapto, Brisbane, 
Condobolin, Trundle and Parkes to honour former 
Australian Test captain and St George legend Ian 
Walsh at the memorial bowls day held in his honour by 
Men of League at Forbes, in western NSW.

More than 80 lawn bowlers took to the greens to 
remember the late league great, on a day that featured 
a triples bowls competition, breakfast, lunch, an 
auction of football memorabilia and entertainment from 
John Peard. More than $1000 was raised for the Men 
of League Foundation.

VICTORIAN COMMITTEE COMES  
UP TRUMPS WITH ACES’ SUPPORT

Men of League Victoria president Peter Foreman (l) and patron 
John Ribot (r), presenting Ross Blair-Holt and Bruce Mathieson 
Jnr with an autographed “Billy’s Boot” for their ongoing support 
of the Men of League Foundation in Victoria.
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New South Wales Premier Barry O’Farrell’s 
interest in rugby league is no political ‘spin’ 
to help his popularity in a footy mad state. He 

truly loves the game; is a passionate Wests Tigers fan 
and played the game while at high school at St Johns 
College, Darwin in the mid-1970s. 

The son of an army man, he moved with his family to 
the Northern Territory when he was a young boy and 
he then went to Canberra to attend university before 
relocating to Sydney where he worked in political 
offices before entering politics in the 1990s. That’s 
when he became a league fan, initially a North Sydney 
supporter before switching to the Tigers.

And he is parochially proud of the part the sport plays 
in the culture of NSW.

“Not only is rugby league the number one sport in our 
state for the majority of our population, but it is also a 
major contributor to the NSW financial wellbeing,” he 
announced proudly. “Our estimates show that the State 
of Origin games will inject over $65 million into the 
NSW economy between 2013 and 2017. This includes 
spending by overseas, interstate and intrastate visitors.”

The Premier went on to explain that the grand final, the 
end of season finals and the week to week matches 
during the season also inject plenty of dollars into NSW.  
“The grand final week brings people to Sydney and they 
stay in hotels, eat at restaurants, catch cabs etc. The 
same thing happens in the country centres during the 
City-Country games, as well as when the clubs play at 
Newcastle, Wollongong and any other location.”

Mr O’Farrell said that he and his government wanted to 
keep the grand final in Sydney and, despite keen interest 
from Queensland, they would do what was needed to 
retain it. There is a 10-year agreement between the NSW 
Government and the NRL, which was signed in June 2010 
and does not expire until the end of the 2019 season.

When asked about the Melbourne AFL method of 
playing the club games in just two venues, the Premier 
was emphatic that he and his government were not 
thinking along these lines.

“They actually use three grounds in Melbourne as 
Geelong is not too far from the city,” he emphasised. 
“So it should be included, along with the MCG and 
Etihad. Here in Sydney our geography is totally 
different to Melbourne; as well as Newcastle and 
Canberra, we have outer grounds such as Manly, 
Campbelltown and Penrith.

“Obviously the League will consider moving the more 
popular matches to the bigger grounds but it would be 
a great shame if we were to lose some of the popular 
suburban venues.”

He is impressed with NRL boss David Smith, just over 
a year into the job. And he endorses the on-field rule 
changes for 2014 and says they are an example of 
how effectively the NRL executive was working.

And the rivalry in his own household is under control 
too – split amicably between the Tigers and Knights.

“My wife Rosemary is from Taree, as is Danny 
Buderus, so she and my older son, Tom, follow the 
Knights,” he explained. “My younger boy, Will, is a 
Tigers fan because when he first began to take an 
interest in rugby league in 2005, the Wests Tigers 
were the best team and as a young boy they became 
his team. I go with Will, so our family is divided in two. 
Many years ago I was a Bears supporter, but now I am 
definitely a Tigers man.

“It is another positive for rugby league, that it is very 
much a family game. If I have a gap in my weekend, 
we go to a game as a family and the Tigers or the 
Knights don’t have to be playing. You can see from the 
profile of modern crowds with a lot more women, along 
with the wide range of the children’s ages, that our 
game is most certainly a family game.

PREMIER PASSION
NSW Premier Barry O’Farrell admits he is a rugby league tragic who likes to 
head to Sydney stadiums with his family to watch NRL games or don the blue 
colours and cheer on his state in State of Origin. He talks to BARRY ROSS.

“It is another positive for 
rugby league, that it is very 
much a family game.”
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“Players are role models for our society, whether they 
like it or not. Scrutiny comes with the gig as it does 
in many other walks of life. On saying this I have no 
doubt that 99.9 per cent of rugby league players do 
the right thing. They are young men, with a few dollars 
in their pocket, still learning life. Their community 
involvement is excellent and an example of this is the 
anti-bullying work. The clubs are also doing plenty in 
community relations.” 

A strong supporter of the Men of League, Mr O’Farrell 
stressed what an important part the organisation 
played in the modern game. “In life, too often we 
forget those who have been important in the past,” he 
stressed. “The help of Men of League, financial and 
otherwise, given to rugby league people of both sexes, 
along with the camaraderie, is also very significant.

“There are many people involved in rugby league who 
I admire. Arthur Beetson was a long-term favourite 

of mine, as is Robbie Farah, who sets a great tone 
and never gives up. I liked what Englishman Gareth 
Ellis brought to the Tigers, while Keith Barnes is a 
club legend. Paul Gallen is a player for whom I have 
the utmost respect. Last year in game two of the 
State of Origin, Paul played the full 80 minutes and 
I remember that when I went to shake his hand after 
the match, it was so swollen that he couldn’t take  
my hand.”

The Premier is looking forward to going to Brisbane 
for both Origin games this year and is hopeful of a 
NSW-Wests Tigers double.

His 2014 predictions? “Last year, the Roosters, 
Rabbitohs, Storm and Sea Eagles justified their place 
in the top four and I expect them to be on the ball 
again this season. The Bulldogs could be a good 
each-way team, as they have a strong team, a first 
class coach and are stable.”

The Premier with one of his league heroes, Paul Gallen, after Gallen had pushed his body through another State of Origin contest.
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MARCH

02 Mar Southern Sydney Kick Off Club Wanda Surf Club

05 Mar New South Wales Sportsman’s Luncheon NSW Leagues Club

08 Mar North West Members Function Court House Hotel, Tamworth

10 Mar Northern Sydney Bowls Day Harbord Bowling Club

14 Mar Southern Division Kick Off Club Metropole Hotel

15 Mar Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Panthers London Tavern Hotel

21 Mar Southern Sydney Luncheon St George Leagues

21 Mar Western Sydney Back to Guildford Guildford Leagues Club

22 Mar Southern Division Shane Webcke function Leyburn Hotel

22 Mar Upper Hunter Trivia Night Muswellbrook RSL

28 Mar Sydney Metro Tribute to Our Local Sporting Heroes Souths Juniors

29 Mar Western Region Bowls Day Dunnedoo

APRIL

04 Apr Illawarra Golf Day Kiama Golf Club

04 Apr Tuggerah Lakes Bowls Day Wyong Bowling Club

04 Apr Western Australia Golf Day Hartfield Country Club

04-07 Apr National Men of League Heritage Round Various

10 Apr Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

14 Apr Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Dragons London Tavern Hotel 

16 Apr Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

16 Apr Southern Division Kick Off Club and AGM Metropole Hotel

18 Apr Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

MAY

02 May Brisbane Golf Day Keperra Country Golf Club

02 May Tweed District 10th Annual Golf Day Coolangatta & Tweed Golf Club 

23 May Illawarra Kick Off Club Helensburgh Hotel

23 May Sunshine Coast State of Origin Luncheon Mooloolaba Surf Club

23 May Bundaberg Golf Day North Bundaberg Golf Club

23 May Western Sydney Golf Day & Dinner Cabramatta Golf / Leagues Club

24 May Newcastle Hunter Golf Dinner Nelson Bay

25 May Newcastle Hunter Golf Day Nelson Bay

28 May Melbourne State of Origin 1 Limerick Arms Hotel

30 May Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

31 May Tweed District Day at the Dogs Border Park, Tweed Heads

JUNE

06 Jun Illawarra Kick Off Club Port Kembla Leagues Club

08 Jun Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Roosters London Tavern Hotel 

12 Jun Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

18 Jun Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

18 Jun Melbourne State of Origin 2 Limerick Arms Hotel

26 Jun Tuggerah Lakes Race Day Wyong Race Club

27-30 Jun National Men of League Weekend Various

MEN OF LEAGUE EVENTS CALENDAR 2014
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JULY

06 Jul North West NSW Bowls Day Manilla Bowling Club

09 Jul Melbourne State of Origin 3 Limerick Arms Hotel

11 Jul Southern Division Toowoomba Annual Function Toowoomba Sports Club

18 Jul Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

18 Jul Illawarra Bowls Day Warilla Bowls Club

18 Jul Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

19 Jul Melbourne Kick Off Club before Storm v Raiders London Tavern Hotel

24 Jul Central Coast Race Day Gosford Race Club

25 Jul Western Sydney Graham Murray Anniversary Tribute Night Cabramatta Leagues Club

26 Jul Western Region Bowls Day Dubbo

AUGUST

14 Aug Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

15 Aug Illawarra Kick Off Club Wollongong Golf Club

15 Aug Tweed District 10th Anniversary Dinner TBC

20 Aug Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

29 Aug Southern Division Gatton Sportsperson Luncheon and Golf Gatton

SEPTEMBER

05 Sep Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

12 Sep Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

25 Sep Queensland Luncheon TBC

26 Sep Central Coast Golf Day Shelly Beach

26 Sep Illawarra Finals Luncheon Dapto Leagues Club

OCTOBER

01 Oct National Gala Dinner TBC

05 Oct Melbourne Grand Final Limerick Arms Hotel

09 Oct Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

11 Oct Southern Division Sportsperson Night Jandowae

12 Oct Tweed District Bowls Day Coolangatta Bowling Club

15 Oct Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

17 Oct Illawarra Kick Off Club Figtree Bowling Club

18 Oct Upper Hunter Bowls Day Scone RSL

24 Oct Bundaberg Sportsman’s Dinner Brothers Sports Club

31 Oct Western Region Golf Day Dubbo

NOVEMBER

14 Nov Southern Division Kick Off Club Toowoomba Sports Club

21 Nov Bundaberg Full Time Club Salter Oval

28 Nov Sunshine Coast Golf Day Horton Park Golf Club

30 Nov Southern Division Sportspersons and Museum Function Allora

DECEMBER

02 Dec Illawarra Kick Off Club Collies Club

11 Dec Sunshine Coast Christmas Luncheon Mooloolaba Surf Club

13 Dec Tweed District Christmas Party & Day at the Dogs Border Park, Tweed Heads

17 Dec Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club
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Central Queensland local and former Test 
and State of Origin workhorse Gary Larson 
is moving forward positively after being 

confronted by the toughest battle of his life when he 
was diagnosed with prostate cancer late last year at 
age 46.

From humble beginnings when raised in Gladstone, 
where his junior club Miram Vale has named their 
ground in his honour, Larson was known throughout 
rugby league as one of the sport’s most durable 
players during a 13-season career. He played 250 
ARL/NRL games (233 for North Sydney, 17 for 
Parramatta) and 24 consecutive Origin games over 
eight seasons from 1991, a record that was only 
broken by Johnathan Thurston (27) in 2013. He also 
played nine Tests for Australia.

However, after keeping in good shape since his 
retirement from playing and coaching locally for a 
few years, Larson spent the majority of late last year 
dealing with prostate cancer, which came as a shock 
for someone so young and health conscious and 
known to so many for his durability.

“When I heard the news it was quite a shock, the word 
just blows you away… though talking to people has 
been great, they’ve given me their support,” Larson 
said.

On one of Larson’s yearly check-ups his doctor noticed 
an irregularity and a biopsy was undertaken which 
identified the cancer. 

Prostate cancer develops in the male reproduction 
system, and can be either slow or aggressive. The 
disease affects erectile dysfunction, problems during 
sexual intercourse and difficulty while urinating. It 
tends to develop in men over the age of fifty and 
globally is the sixth leading cause of death for men.

“I received a call from Ron Coote asking if there was 
anything he and Men of League could do for me and he 
recommended a psychologist, Susan Chambers, who 
gave me a book called Facing The Tiger, which has 
been helpful,” Gary said. Professor Chambers, a health 
psychologist who has worked as a practitioner and 
researcher for over 20 years, had previously published 
an article on prostate cancer for Men of League.

‘You just don’t know, when or how it can happen,” said 
Larson. “I thought I would be the last person to get it. 
Women are so pedantic about their health, that’s why 
there’s a high level detection and awareness; men 
think I don’t need it and that ‘I’m ten foot tall and bullet 
proof’. Prostate cancer kills more men per day then 
women die from cancer, but it’s easy to solve. Get a 
check-up … simple.”

Larson is now in good health after treatment, although 
he knows the importance of getting a regular health 
check from a general practitioner. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: As portrayed in a special feature 
on prostate cancer in our November 2013 issue, early 
detection by men being vigilant with health check-ups 
is the key. But if you are confronted by bad news, Men 
of League is always there to assist where it can.

GARY LARSON’S 
GREATEST BATTLE
BY LUKE GRAHAM

Gary Larson (right) in deep conversation with former Kiwi international and Gladstone committee president, Mark Graham.



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 35

Patrick ‘Cocky’ McMahon, who died in 
November, was the form winger of the 
Kangaroo tour of Britain and France in 1948-

49, playing all five Tests as well as 17 club and 
provincial games and scoring 12 tries.

Born in Brisbane, McMahon was raised in Mt Isa 
where his deeds attracted the interest of ‘southern’ 
scouts, and he moved to Toowoomba to play for the All 
Whites and should have played for Australia from there 
in 1946 but a shoulder injury forced him out of the 
series against the touring Great Britain side.

“Dad tried to hide the injury because he was desperate 
to play for Australia,” said his son, also Patrick. 
“Australia’s strapper, ‘Chloe’ Furness was obviously 
five steps ahead of dad, and walked up to him and 
slapped him on the shoulder. “‘How are you feeling?’ 
he said, as dad winced. ‘Don’t do it, son, or you’ll never 
play for Australia again’. So he dropped out.”

A regular in Queensland teams from 1946, he made 
his Test debut against the touring Kiwis in ‘48, scoring 
a try on debut in Australia’s 13-4 win at the Gabba, a 
result which levelled the two game series.

The nickname ‘Cocky’ came from the way he strutted 
back to the halfway line after scoring a try.

He was chosen for the northern hemisphere tour, and 
he made an early bid for Test selection against Britain 
when he scored three tries against Wakefield Trinity, 
one an 80-metre effort after fellow Queenslander Jack 
Horrigan intercepted an opposition pass.

McMahon scored two tries in Australia’s 23-21 first 
Test loss at Headingley but his solid defence was 
the feature of his game in Australia’s 16-7 loss in the 
return match at Swinton, Manchester. The third Test at 
Bradford had to be postponed when thick fog rolled in 
40 minutes before kick-off, and the Australians left for 
the French leg of the tour the following day.

McMahon scored a try in Australia’s 29-10 win in the 
first Test in Marseilles, and although he did not get on 
the score sheet in the second at Bordeaux, he proved 
a crowd favourite. “McMahon weaved once for 40 
yards, beating seven Frenchmen,” wrote W. F. Corbett. 
“McMahon’s tackling was also an impressive feature.”

Australia returned to Britain for the postponed third 
Test, and the Brits rubbed salt into the wound with a 
23-9 win, to complete an Ashes clean sweep.

At the end of the tour, fiery South Sydney forward, 
Jack Rayner tried to lure McMahon to the Rabbitohs 
with a big money offer, but McMahon elected to remain 
in Toowoomba, from where he toured New Zealand 
in 1949, playing in both Tests, in Wellington and 
Auckland.

In 1950 McMahon moved to North Queensland to 
captain-coach Babinda, but returned to Toowoomba 
in 1952 and retired from international football to 
concentrate on his carrier’s business. He became a 
hotelier in 1966, starting at Kingaroy before taking over 
pubs at Toowoomba, South Brisbane and Charleville, 
before retiring to the Gold Coast in 1988.

‘Cocky’ received a bravery award when he and an 
off-duty detective disarmed a gunman in the public bar 
at The Terminus in Brisbane. “It was a stick-up and the 
gun was loaded. Dad and Clyde rushed him and kicked 
the sawn-off shot gun out of his hands. They didn’t 
think it was loaded. Dad had no fear,” said Pat jnr.

In 2008, the centenary of rugby league in Australia, 
he was named in Toowoomba’s Team of the Century. 
He played eight Tests for Australia in 1948-49 and 15 
times for Queensland between 1946 and 1951.

‘COCKY’ WINGER 
WHO COULD FLY
BY STEVE RICKETTS
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The Foundation wishes to recognise the recent passing of the following 
people who left a positive legacy within the rugby league community.  
For more tributes or expanded versions, go to www.menofleague.com

REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
BRUCE HOPKINS 

Bruce Hopkins started his career 
with his local Eastern Suburbs 
(Sydney) Roosters but, knowing 
his first grade future may be 
limited because the coach’s good 
mate stood in his way, wanted to 
become a Balmain Tiger but was 
rejected. Instead he went on to 
be Canterbury-Bankstown’s first 
Kangaroo tourist in 1948-49.

The nippy little halfback, who died at age 89 in 
December, had an interesting life and football career. 
He lived in New Guinea, where his father worked 
in gold mining, served in World War II and played 
juniors and lower grades for the Roosters with Brian 
Bevan, winning a reserve grade premiership together 
before Bevan was coerced to Warrington in England.

After serving in the AIF during the war, Hopkins’ 
parents had moved to Five Dock in Sydney but 
under the ‘army rule’ was allowed to side-step the 
residential requirements that stipulated a player had 
to play for his local club, and captained the Roosters’ 
reserve grade, and was regarded as every bit a first 
grader. 

“I knew that Sel Lisle and the first grade captain-
coach, Ray Stehr, served together in the army and 
were close friends. To me, that put the writing on 
the wall; I had little chance of breaking into first 
grade,” Hopkins was to confess. “I approached 
‘Latchem’ Robinson who coached the Balmain side, 
and advised him that I was living within the Balmain 
district and was ready to make myself available. 
Latchem had seen me play for Townsville [while 
stationed there in the army] against Balmain in 1945, 
when he’d been quoted in a Sydney newspaper, that I 
was the ‘best halfback they had seen in Queensland’. 
I was disappointed when Latchem suggested that I 
look elsewhere, as he had a very good halfback in 
Des Ponchard as well as another good first grade 
back-up halfback. Although I was unhappy, it was 
nevertheless probably good advice.”

So Hopkins was convinced to try his luck with 
Canterbury and after starting in the sixth selected side 
in a trial match, won first grade selection and was 
chosen for NSW after just five first grade matches!

The Canterbury side won the minor premiership that 
season but was beaten by Balmain in the grand final. 
He became an international next year, captained the 
side in 1949 before being ordered to play for Balmain 
for the next three seasons under the residential rule. 
He moved house and club, to Manly, in 1953 but badly 
hurt his ankle. After moving to Cronulla the next year 
and switching to St George, his career ended at age 
30 because of the ankle injury. 

WAYNE ‘JOCK’ COLLEY 
Rugby league lost one of its great servants when NSW 
Country Rugby League chairman Wayne ‘Jock’ Colley, 
OAM, died suddenly in early February at the age of 61.

A highly respected country footballer and coach, Jock 
played in several champion bush sides, including the 
famed 1973 Bathurst St Pat’s premiership-winning 
side, before devoting his passion for the game to 
administration as president of Group 11, a Country 
selector, then chairman of the CRL since the end of 
2008. 

He was instrumental in bringing the Australia-France 
Test match to Parkes in 1990 and to seeing the annual 
AAMI Country-City match reaffirm its status on the 
representative calendar. He also worked tirelessly in 
enhancing the opportunities for country-based players 
to represent the CRL on an international stage, with 
annual overseas tours for the CRL representative 
side now among the highlights of the Country Rugby 
League schedule.

Current NSW coach and former Country Origin 
coach Laurie Daley, who played his first Test for the 
Kangaroos in the 1990 Test against France in Parkes, 
said: “I first met Jock when I was 18 and went out to a 
presentation night in Parkes. I wasn’t even a regular 
first-grader at the Raiders then and Jock made me feel 
so welcome and we have been mates ever since. He 
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was someone I would always call for advice and the 
thing I loved was he was just a straight-shooter with 
a great insight into the game. It was a real privilege for 
me to work alongside Jock with the Country team. His 
passion for football just rubbed off on you and made you 
proud to part of the game.”

RUSSELL COOK 
Russell passed away suddenly at home in January, 
aged 48. A gifted all-round sportsman who played 
rugby league, cricket and golf (he once had a handicap 
of two), he played at junior rep level for Redcliffe 
and seniors for Stanthorpe (Gremlins) after moving 
there in his teens. He is infamous in town for the 
occasion when Stanthorpe were playing Inglewood at 
Inglewood, where the local ambulance siren was used 
to signal full-time. Stanthorpe were narrowly leading 
by two points with about 10 minutes left, when Russell 
decided to hop into the ambulance and start the siren 
early. The locals chased ‘Cookie’ from the ground. He 
loved the Redcliffe Dolphins and Canterbury Bulldogs. 

JOHN CREIGHTON 
John Creighton, of Kyogle, was killed in a freak 
accident while working as a logger at Whian Whian, 
near Kyogle, on October 10. He was 59.

John played with the Kyogle Turkeys and was a 
member of the 1983 team that won the Group 1 grand 
final. He coached the Turkeys’ reserve grade the 
following year, taking them to a grand final. In 1992 
John coached the Turkeys’ under-18 team to a major 
premiership. He also played touch football at state level.
He was a community-minded person, volunteering with 
the SES and the fire brigade.

FRED WORRALL 
One of South Sydney’s oldest surviving first grade 
players until his death, Worrall passed away in 
January aged 95. He was Souths’ hooker in 1941-42 
before joining the Australian Army and serving in New 
Guinea.

For many years he ran a clothing stall at Paddy’s 
Markets. After retiring, he and his loving partner 
Dee moved to the Coffs Harbour area. Fred, a real 
character, was a keen exerciser all his life and could 
be seen riding his bicycle from Sawtell to Coffs 
Harbour and back until he was 90. 

RON ACKLAND 
Ron Ackland, a back-rower in 
New Zealand’s Team of the 
Century and former Goulburn 
United skipper, died in Auckland 
after complications arising from 
heart surgery at age 78.

Ackland’s influence on Goulburn rugby league will 
never be forgotten from the days he captain-coached 
Goulburn United from 1965-70, before spending three 
seasons at Inverell and then returning to Auckland and 
a stint as the Kiwi Test coach. 

Goulburn Workers Bulldogs manager John Payne, a 
man who played alongside Ackland in United’s colours 
during the ‘69 and ‘70 seasons, said that despite being 
a fierce competitor on the paddock, Ackland was a 
gentleman.

“He was terrific. He taught everyone how to play. He 
was really good with everyone, it didn’t matter who 
they played for,” Payne explained.

Ackland played 18 Tests for the Kiwis from 1954-63, 
initially as a centre and then as a second-rower.

PAUL CUNEO 
Former North Sydney and Newtown centre of the 
1950s and 60s, Paul Cuneo, passed away in early 
January, aged 75, after many months of poor health. 
Cuneo played 77 first grade games for the Bears (21 
tries) and 46 for the Bluebags between 1957 and 1969.

CLIVE HALL 
Dalby and the south west region of Queensland lost 
a devoted rugby league man with the passing of Clive 
Hall in December. Clive played for Bell before moving to 
Dalby where he played with Colts into his late 30s and 
was known to be a tough forward in the old tradition. He 
later served as a committeeman, selector and president 
and went on to be the president of the Dalby league for 
many years and a board member of the Toowoomba 
and South West division. 

Clive was an avid Broncos supporter and a true Maroon 
man. During his life Clive left an indelible mark on many 
people not only in rugby league circles but in business 
and life in general.
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ALLAN BRYDSON 
Sunshine Coast member and 
devoted Rabbitohs supporter Allan 
Brydson passed away on November 
2 following a short illness.

Allan was a life member of South 
Sydney Juniors and the Coogee 
Wombats. He coached for 10 years 
at the Wombats and finished his 
coaching at Kensington for almost 

eight years. He was also heavily involved in the Junior 
Bunnies. Allan and his wife Lorraine moved to the 
Sunshine Coast in 2006 where he left his football 
interests behind and became an avid golfer. This didn’t 
stop him following his beloved Rabbitohs and attending 
as many Men of League functions as he could.

GORDEN HATTLEY 
Hattley died on New Year’s Day at the age of 90. 
He was a foundation member of the Central Coast 
Leagues Club, a volunteer fireman in the 1950s in 
Gosford and SES Central Coast officer in the 1960s.

He played rugby league for Wyong, Ourimbah and 
Gosford before becoming a referee and coach of 
referees. He was a life member of Central Coast 
Referees Association and the Country Referees 
Association. Gorden’s only son Garry Hattley is also a 
referee and a life member of the Gold Coast Referees 
Association. Gorden and his wife Heather were 
married for 66 years.

BRIAN ‘POPS’ KELLY 
North Narrabeen Surf Life Saving Club raised their 
flags at half-mast in honour of club member Brian Kelly 
who died from pneumonia in December at the Collaroy 
Plateau View Nursing Home.

Brian was born in Hartley NSW and at an early age 
his family moved to the Balmain area where he played 
with the Leichhardt Wanders Club, Balmain President’s 
Cup team lower grades with Balmain and Newtown. He 
moved to the Manly Warringah area where he became 
actively involved with the North Narrabeen surf club 
and was a Member of the club’s Shivering Sharks 
Swimming Club.

GEORGE SMITH 
George Smith, a tough lock forward from Nambucca 
Valley in NSW who played his one Test for Australia 
against Great Britain in 1962 from Lithgow, died aged 
82 in January. “When he found out he was likely to 
be selected on his form he let the Australian selectors 
know he was 26. He was really 32,” former Grafton 
bookmaker and rugby league player Bill Dougherty 
said.

It was to be Smith’s only international appearance 
but he had cemented his reputation and went on to 
play two seasons as captain of Manly Sea Eagles in 
1964-65 and earned four NSW caps. He later bought 
the Post Office Hotel in South Grafton (in 1986) and 
became involved in greyhound racing, serving as a 
committee member of Grafton Greyhound Racing Club 
for several years during the 1990s.

KEN SMITH 
Ken was involved with Group 2 North Coast referees and 
was a life member who devoted many years on the field 
and appointments board. He will be sorely missed by all 
rugby league clubs and supporters in the area.

RUSSEL WEBER 
Russel died at the age of 49 in December. He played 
junior and senior rugby league with Oakey Bears and 
was a manager, coach and trainer for the Bears in all 
grades, as well as manager of the Toowoomba Country 
sides and Toowoomba Clydesdales and had affiliation 
with the Brisbane Broncos from 1997-2004. 

GREG WOODWARD 
A Western suburbs man all his life, Greg played in 
the junior league with Concord United and Enfield 
Federals. He later worked with a motor vehicle dealer 
which was a sponsor of Wests and was fond of telling 
stories of his involvement with the club as part of his 
job. He suffered from emphysema and sadly passed 
away in December 2013 at age 64.

NICK YOUNG 
It is with a great deal of sadness that we report the 
passing of Nick Young, aged 21, from Tumut. Nick was 
diagnosed with Nasopharyngeal Carcinoma (cancer) 
in 2008. Welfare officers John Peard and Alan Webb 
visited Nick at the Prince of Wales Hospital in October. 
He was a Roosters supporter and was presented with 
a Roosters signed jumper and other items from Men of 
League. His other passion was horse racing. 

GORDON ROSER 
Gordon Roser, who died in November aged 92, is a 
legend of the Gatton Hawks club. Born in Dalby, he 
grew up on a farm at Jinkey Gulley and served in 
World War II. He loved his rugby league, playing for 
the Hawks well into his 50s, becoming a life member 
of the Hawks. He was later recognised as Australia’s 
oldest touch footballer, at age 76 in 1996. Last year he 
had the honor of leading out the Gatton Hawks in the 
Toowoomba Rugby League grand final, which the club 
won. He was very active in the Gatton Hawks Old Days 
and the Men of League Foundation, attending most 
golf days and functions. 
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Josh Allen loves his Dragons. And while he was 
in Sydney undergoing radiation therapy at 
Westmead Hospital during February, Men of 

League was delighted to facilitate a ‘money can’t buy’ 
experience for the 15-year-old from near Grafton in 
NSW – a day at training and an opportunity to meet his 
heroes.

Welfare manager Ben Ross, who began his career 
with the Dragons before moving on to play with 
Cronulla, Penrith and South Sydney, enjoyed picking 
up Josh, and Josh’s father Greg and heading down 
to Wollongong to see how the Red Vee players were 
preparing for the 2014 season.

While there they watched the boys train and had plenty 
of time afterwards to mingle with their heroes. The 
Dragons players and officials were wonderfully co-
operative and Josh had photos taken with just about 
all the Dragons squad and the club presented him with 
a jersey with the name ‘Allen’ across the back, which 
now contains many of the players’ autographs.

Josh was at Westmead for over six weeks since 
before Christmas undergoing radiation and then 
chemotherapy treatment on an inoperable tumour 
on the brain stem and can report that the treatment 
was successful. Greg stayed all that time at Ronald 
McDonald House who were wonderfully supportive.

The visit was made possible through a connection with 
Dragons staff member Kellie Hourigan whose family 
are from Grafton and know the Allens, who combined 
with Men of League to provide Josh and Greg with a 
great experience.

“It was absolutely fantastic and Josh was over the 
moon,” said Greg. “Josh is a Dragaons fanatic but we 
don’t get a chance to get to games from where we live 
so this was a great, we got to mingle with the players 
and talk and they were fantastic.”

MEET OUR YOUNGEST MEMBER
Saxon Mangioni became Men of League member 
24871 at a very early age … when he was one hour old!

His father Tyson, a Souths supporter living at Cronulla, 
called Ben Ross and admitted he didn’t know what 
team to sign Saxon up to as a member, so he instead 
thought he’d start his rugby league journey with Men of 
League.

“They understood that Men of League not only helped 
retired players but everyone involved in the game from 
grassroots up,” Ben said. “So we have our youngest 
ever member.”

JOSH ENJOYS RED VEE EXPERIENCE

Josh Allen (right) was over the moon to meet one of his Dragons heroes Brett Morris. 
He is pictured here with another young Dragons fan Liam Pentecost.
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This story, initially, was about a Christmas 
hamper. But then we met Marlena Sait-Taylor. A 
young, northern beaches mum who, 14 months 

ago, married her dying husband in a hospital ward and, 
come March, would bury him while pregnant with the 
beautiful little boy now playing beneath a Christmas 
tree in their home.

“Alexander, he’s eight months now,” she says. “Eight 
months and, still, they are thinking about me.” And by 
they, she means the Men of League. Those weathered 
angels all flat noses and expanding waistlines who, 
this time every year, deliver 90 Chrisco hampers to 
members of the extended rugby league family they feel 
need it most.

And normally, such deeds arrive on these pages in a 
yarn much lighter than that belonging to Marlena. This 
stoic mum who, back in March, watched on helplessly 
as her husband Dallas, a Queenslander who played 
junior reps with Cameron Smith and Matty Bowen, 
who went on to represent both the Adelaide Rams and 
Northern Eagles, tragically lost his battle with cancer, 
aged 31. 

Indeed, by her own admission, this story is one 
Marlena would prefer not to do. “But before Dallas was 
in hospital again a group of battered old footballers 
with a large foam hamper came to visit, that really  
isn’t the story at all. “I’d never heard about the  

Men of League,” she says. “Had absolutely no idea 
they existed.” 

Yet when Dallas first got crook, there they were. 
Better, they stayed. Remaining in contact even when, 
after initially having some 40 tumours removed, the 
retired footballer recovered. Not quite strong enough 
to continue his job as a landscape gardener, but fit 
enough to work shifts at his local bowling club without 
anyone guessing he was crook. 

“And the guys, they were nothing like I expected 
either,” Marlena says. “Towards the end, when I was 
back at work and Dallas was sick, they’d come around 
to the house and sit with him. You know, have a coffee, 
a chat; help make the days not seem quite so long. I 
guess I’d like people to know about that.” 

Marlena wants you to know too that, on Christmas 
Eve, they were there again. A group of battered old 
footballers with a large foam hamper, that isn’t really 
the story at all.

“Honestly, the support I’ve had from so many people, 
it’s been wonderful,” Marlena says. “But there are 
times when, nine months down the track, it does feel 
like everyone else has moved on; gone back to their 
own families, gone back to their own lives. But then, 
out of the blue, the Men of League will give you a call. 
They’re just … there.”

The story below, which appeared in the Daily Telegraph on December 26, 
2013, and written by NICK WALSHAW, typifies the compassionate work of 
Men of League and the success of the Chrisco Christmas hamper program.

MORE THAN JUST A CHRISTMAS HAMPER

Fred Jackson, Norm Pounder Denis Bendall and donate a Chrisco hamper to Marlena Sait-
Taylor and son Alexander. Photo courtesy: DAILY TELEGRAPH (photo by Brett Costello).

Hampers donated by Chrisco.
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JIM GETS SECOND CHANCE 
BY GRAHAM BROADHEAD 
(courtesy of the Ballina Shire Advocate) 
Men of League member Jim 
Gibson is a miracle man and now 
has a medal to show for it. 

But far more important to the 
71-year-old was sharing his only 
grandchild Abbey’s first Christmas 
- a moment he was very lucky to be 
part of. 

Jim, of East Ballina, played for 
Western Suburbs in 1963-65 and 
at Bega and Merriwa, and was a 
Northern Division representative 
before moving to Ballina where he 
coached the A-grade side for three 
seasons.

He is now one of the seven percent 
of people who have survived a 
cardiac arrest outside a hospital, 
and was presented with a NSW 
Ambulance Service Cardiac Arrest 
Survivor medallion and got to meet 
the people who saved his life. 

Last October, Jim was finishing 
his daily swim in Shaws Bay but 
collapsed after leaving the water. 

Fortunately driving past was 
Samantha Jones, who is trained in 
first aid, she led the cardiopulmonary 

LENDING A HELPING HAND
resuscitation (CPR) with Al  Gray, 
who was nearby on a stand-up 
paddleboard, assisting, along with 
two of Jim’s friends. 

An intensive care paramedic 
arrived within minutes, joined 
by other and Jim received two 
defibrillator shocks before being 
transported to Ballina hospital. 

“All I want to say is thanks 
to everyone,” Jim said at the 
presentation of the medallion. He 
said he appreciated everyone who 
was involved in helping him, from 
those who were at the bay on the 
day to the “ambos” and the hospital 
staff. 

Men of League president Phil 
Chesham visited Jim while in 
hospital.

Phil Chesham (left) with Jim Gibson.
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ALBERT THE GREAT GIVER 
Albert Loveridge is certainly an 
achiever. The 89-year-old former 
St George President’s Cup player 
was 10 years ago nominated for 
the Australian of the Year award. 

That’s something that was 
evident to Sydney Metro welfare 
officer Alan Webb, John Peard, 
Southern Sydney president Terry 
Hughes and secretary Grahame 
Bowen when they visited Albert 
at Endeavour Nursing Home, 
Kogarah.

Albert, a Men of League member, 
is also a member of Georges 
River Sailing Club and served 

for 43 years as a director and 
is a past president of Southern 
Region Clubs NSW. In 1977 he 
was presented with Queen’s Fire 
Service Medal and in 1996 a Prime 
Minister’s tribute for service during 
the World War II while employed 
by Qantas. In 2006 he received 
NSW Premier’s Award for service 
to the clubs, community and the 
fire brigade.

He resides with his son Bert at 
Sans Souci.

RON’S NEW WHEELS 
BATHURST’S Ron Webb may 
have been left speechless when a 
group of league legends surprised 
him with a new car, but his shining 
eyes and brilliant smile said it all. 

Ron was just 21 when a head high 
tackle crushed his carotid artery, 
leaving him paralysed on one side. 
Before his accident he played 
rugby league for teams in the 
Newtown, Willoughby and Hornsby 

Grahame Bowen, Terry Hughes, Albert 
Loveridge and John Peard.

FOUNDATION GIVES  
RON A LIFT 
Men of League welfare officers 
Warren Thompson, Alan Webb 
and John Peard were pleased to 
be able to present Ron Brown with 
a Men of League cap and polo 
shirt at a reunion at Alexandria-
Erskineville Bowling Club. Ron 
had been doing it a bit tough with 
several health problems.

He played with the Chelsea United 
club in Souths juniors before 
playing first grade in 1960 for 
the Rabbitohs. He then played 
with South Newcastle alongside 
former Great Britain international 
Nat Silcock. Silcock was enticed 
to Sydney Roosters in 1964 by 
Ray Stehr and Ron followed but 
unfortunately in early trials he was 
found to be suffering from a golden 
staph infection which ended his 
playing career.

Ron is a likeable rogue, who enjoys 
the odd cold beer and a punt.
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areas of Sydney, representing 
Newtown in President’s Cup. 

But that all ended in 1969 thanks 
to a ‘stiff arm’ tackle and, doing it 
tough, the pensioner turned to the 
Men of League for help.

His 1991 Nissan Pintara had so 
many things wrong with it he was 
afraid to drive it in case it blew 
up. He had been turned down 
for finance on a second-hand car 
because he was on a pension, and 
didn’t know where else to turn. 

“This came right when I needed 
it,” he said. Bathurst’s Royce 
George and Orange’s Errol 
‘Badger’ Babbage, president of 
the Mid West committee, asked 
Orange mayor John Davis, who is 
a sponsor, if he would be willing to 
help them out in a joint effort. 

The trio were, alongside one of 
the founders of the Men of League 
Foundation, Jim Hall, and fellow 
members John Peard and Leo 
Toohey, delighted Ron when they 
handed over the keys to his new 
vehicle.

“With great support from John 
Davis we are able to give Ron 
something to make his life a bit 
easier; that’s what it’s all about,” 
Jim Hall said. “It’s a great little car 
for whizzing around town,” the 
mayor added. 

When he heard the Foundation 
might be able to help him, Ron 
went to get a quote for an engine 
from the wreckers and one for 
some new tyres. “I am so grateful 
for this. This is truly fantastic,”  
he said.

EX-TIGER ENJOYS COMPANY 
Kevin Swanson, in St George 
Private Hospital awaiting lower back 
surgery in December, was delighted 
to have a visit from Sydney Metro 
welfare officers Warren Thompson, 
Alan Webb and John Peard.

Kevin was a Balmain junior who 
played for Drummoyne and 
Gladesville Bayviews, and had a 
season as winger in Balmain’s third 
grade side in 1954.

He enjoyed all sports and sailed 
16 footers and was a keen bowler, 
having played grade one pennants. 

(from left) Fred Jackson, Ken Vessey and 
Norm Pounder with Chris Letters (front).

LETTERS WITH RIGHT INTENT 
Chris Letters, a Northern Sydney 
committee member, was pleased 
to receive a visit from his Northern 
Sydney welfare officers Fred 
Jackson, Norm Pounder and Ken 
Vessey in January at the Mount 
Wilga Private Hospital, Hornsby, 
where he was recovering from 
triple by-pass heart surgery.

He is the type of committee 
member that any organisation 
dreams of having with no tasks or 
activities that he will not take on 
including helping organise Kick 
Off Club luncheons, golf or bowls 
days, special functions, manning 
membership tables at junior 
grand final days and especially 
involvement in welfare activities 
where his mild manner and dry 
sense of humour are welcomed.

Chris’s wife Gwen was at the same 
hospital recovering from a fractured 

pelvis, not the ideal situation for 
them to be celebrating their 48th 
wedding anniversary so they 
decided to hold the champagne 
popping until they were home.

Chris has supported rugby league 
all his life and is an avid Sydney 
Roosters supporter and naturally 
was thrilled with their successes in 
2013.  

(back row - from left) Leo Toohey, 
John Peard, Jim Hall, Royce George, 
Robert Conley. Front: Noel Kelly, Ross 
Everingham and Ken Thornett.

Ron Webb (third from left) with his newly 
acquired car and those who enabled it to 
happen.

STAR-STUDDED VISIT 
Ross Everingham would never 
have envisaged having four 
international players pay him a visit 
but that’s what happened recently 
when Men of League’s vice-
president Jim Hall, Team of the 
Century member Noel Kelly, John 
Peard and Ken Thornett dropped 
into the Kelso Nursing Home in 
Bathurst to see Ross.

With them were former first grader 
and well-known league man Leo 
Toohey, Mid West committeeman 
Royce George and Ross’ friend 
Robert Conley.

Ross, who played in the Western 
Division and for Manly in 1963, 
suffered a stroke 15 years ago 
and lost a leg. He has been in the 
nursing home since.

EX-RABBITOH PEPPED UP 
Sydney Metro welfare officers 
Warren Thompson and Alan Webb 
visited former Eastern Suburbs and 
South Sydney lower grade player 
Eddie Wilson, 75, who has been 
in poor health. Eddie was a robust 
front and second row forward in his 
playing days – a Souths junior who 
played with Alexandria Rovers and 
the Chelsea United clubs. 
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VANESSA SOARS LIKE  
AN EAGLE 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Norm Pounder, Ken Vessey and 
Fred Jackson certainly met an avid 
Sea Eagles fan when they had 
the pleasure of visiting Vanessa 
Carpenter and her father Robert in 
early January.

Vanessa, 25, whose room 
was adorned with Sea Eagles 
paraphernalia, has cerebral 
and pseudo bulbar palsy. “She 
displayed tremendous friendship 

Fred Jackson, Norm Pounder, Robert 
Carpenter and Ken Vessey with a 
delighted Vanessa.

to report that after 13 months Craig 
began a return to work program 
and is now fully engaged with his 
employment as a carpenter.

Les Pearce and Dennis Tomsett 
presented a Christmas hamper 
to Craig and his wife Joanne who 
sincerely appreciated the gift and 
the support the Men of League 
gave during Craig’s recovery and 
rehabilitation.

BILL RECOGNISED  
Bill Harkins has made a big impact 
on the many young footballers who 
have come through the old South 
Sydney junior club Chelsea United 
where he was a respected father 
figure and long-time official. He 
was visited by Warren Thompson, 
Alan Webb, Ken Vessey and Col 
Downing at Sir Joseph Banks 
Nursing Home and  was presented 
with a plaque on behalf of the 
Chelsea Old Mates in recognition 
of his wonderful contribution to 
Chelsea United over many years.

and courage in welcoming us 
to see her as she watched and 
listened intently to our every word,” 
said Ken Vessey. “We told her 
that we had some gifts for her 
and when we presented her with 
a Men of League polo shirt and a 
2014 Sea Eagles jersey plus cap 
she was overcome with joy as she 
hugged us in thanks.

“Every welfare visit undertaken on 
behalf of the Men of League brings 
its own rewards in different ways to 
individual welfare officers but we all 
agreed that our visit to see this little 
champion named Vanessa was the 
most rewarding experience one 
could ever hope for,” said Ken.

ASSAULT VICTIM ON MEND 
Craig Campbell suffered a 
traumatic brain injury as a result 
of a brutal assault in October 
2012. Men of League, through the 
Central Coast committee, provided 
support to Craig during his 
rehabilitation process. It is pleasing
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NRL WELFARE & EDUCATION
OUR PLAYERS ARE BETTER PEOPLE FOR HAVING BEEN PART OF THE LEAGUE.

This is the vision of NRL/RLPA Welfare and Education. From our 
Holden Cup “No Work or No Study = No Play” philosophy, to our 
NRL career and social responsibility programs through to transition 
services for retiring players, we aim to help players be successful 
on and off the field. Here are just some of their success stories.

When did you first dream of playing NRL? 
I dreamed of playing in the NRL at a very young 
age maybe around six or seven years old. I was a 
mad footy kid who would spend hours on end in the 
backyard and around the farm kicking the football 
around and pretending to be a professional rugby 
league player. 

Can you tell us about your debut game with the 
Raiders? My debut game was obviously special 
to me but also the week leading into it was a huge 
experience. We played in Newcastle the week before 
in reserve grade and the first grade squad was 
travelling straight to Brisbane to play the Broncos 
on the Friday night. I remember being in the reserve 
grade bus ready to head back to Canberra and Mal 
(Meninga), coach at the time, jumped onto the bus 
and asked me to grab my bags from underneath and 
travel with the side to Brisbane. I had only packed for 
the day trip as we travelled up and back on the day 
with reserve grade, so I didn't have any gear. Also I 
had to call in to my work on the Monday morning to 
say I wouldn't be in all week as I was in Brisbane and 

my boss, who wasn't a rugby league fan, was filthy. I 
was a first-year apprentice mechanic at the time. It was 
a huge thrill as the game was verses a star studded 
Broncos line-up who went on to win the grand final that 
year. To play alongside some of the greatest Raiders 
players of all time was amazing - Laurie Daley, David 
Furner, Brett Mullins, Ruben Wiki, Ken Nagas, Jason 
Croker, Simon Woolford, and to be coached by Mal 
and assistant coach at the time Glenn Lazarus, all in 
my first year, was amazing. The game provided many 
great memories. 

What have you been doing since retiring in 2011? 
I have been involved with the NRL’s One Community 
and Education and Welfare teams as well as doing 
commentary throughout the season with the ABC 
radio and Fox Sports covering the under-20s. I also 
have a personal training business and I developed 
a mentoring program that I run in a juvenile justice 
centre in Canberra and in high schools with young 
kids who have disengaged with the education system. 
Also I help run a 'tackling domestic violence' program 
throughout rugby league clubs and towns in regional 
NSW. It’s safe to say that life hasn't been busier.

We hear you also present to the under-20s at their 
annual rookie camp? I deliver the ‘personal brand’ 
session at the rookie camps. I try and highlight how 
important it is for them to understand they are now 
working for the NRL and the expectations that come 
along with it, but also how to make the most of their 
opportunities as a player and a young man that they 
have on and off the field - and that no matter how long 
you get in the game, whether it be in the Holden cup 
or NRL, you will all leave a legacy behind and your 
personal brand will be with you for the rest of your life. 

What would you say is the key to being 
successful? Success to me is learning from your 
mistakes and knowing and feeling that you have given 
everything you can to get the best out of yourself and 
those around you. If you have given your best that's all 
anyone can ask of you. 

ALAN TONGUE 
Former player Canberra Raiders, retired in 2011

Fast facts
Junior club: Farrer Agriculture 
NRL career: 220 games for 
Canberra Raiders - 1999-2011 
Rep Career: Prime Minister’s 
X111 (2008) and Country Origin 
(2009) 
Family: Married with four children

NOT JUST ABOUT FOOTY
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At what age did you move from NZ to Australia and 
how did you cope with relocating to Australia? I 
moved to the Gold Coast when I was 13 years old. I 
found the move both daunting and exciting. I was out 
of my comfort zone but will always be grateful for it.

What keeps you busy off the field? My family first 
and foremost, which goes hand in hand with my faith, 
followed by my love for building and construction.

How do you find juggling football and owning a 
business? Running a business [Perrett Construction] 
while facing the physical and emotional demands of 
rugby league can be exhausting and taxing. However, 
I know the benefits and passion I have are far greater, 
and that ultimately, my family and the community will 
be benefitting from my vision and effort.

Has the NRL and RLPA helped to assist with your 
education funding to complete your studies? 
I would not be where I am without their help and 
support.They have provided me with their time, advice, 
funding, support and networks. I will always be grateful 
for their support.

You are part of the Pasifika Players Advisory 
Group. Can you tell us about this group and the 
program? I’m proud to be a part of the Pasifika 
Players Advisory Group. It allows me to stay in 
touch with my heritage and culture, whilst having the 
opportunity to support, advise, and create awareness 
and understanding with aspiring Pacific players and 
the greater rugby league community.

You‘ve been a very successful NRL player for over 10 
years now. What advice would you give to a young 
player coming into the NRL about life off the field? My 
advice to young players would be to find a healthy balance 
in life through family and friends, faith and a career outside 
of football. I’ve found the more balanced life is, the better I 
perform in all areas. Always love what you do!

SAM PERRETT 
NRL player, Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs

DEAN BRITT 
Holden Cup under-20s player, Melbourne Storm

Fast facts
Junior club: Burleigh Bears
NRL career: 185 games – 
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs 
(2012-current - 37 games), Sydney 
Roosters (2004-12 -148 games)
Rep games: 19 Tests for NZ 
(2007-2012); Four Nations  
(2009–2010) WC (2008)
Family: Married with 3 children

Fast facts
Junior club: Camden Rams
NYC career: 39 games  
(2012-13)
Family: Three sisters
Rep games: NSW under-20s 
State of Origin 2013

How many years have you been with the 
Melbourne Storm? This will be my third season with 
the Storm in the under-20s. I first came to the club 
when I was 17. It took a while to adjust but there were 
a lot of young players in the same boat who moved 
away from home which helped make the transition 
easier.

Who is your biggest role model and why?  
My dad [former Wests Magpies and Bulldogs and 
Australian prop Darren Britt] would have to be my 
biggest role model; he was playing football when I 
was growing up, including rep football. He is always 
encouraging me and telling me how to improve and 
wants the best for me. 

What are you doing off the field? I am doing my 
carpentry apprenticeship, currently in my last year 
and work for DNA & Co. Construction. Mum and dad 
pushed me to do a trade while doing my football so I 
have something to fall back on. 

Can you please explain the Apprentice Mentor 
Program that you are a part of. Who is your mentor 
and how has this helped you? At our club we have 
Bryan Norrie who is our apprentice mentor. We have 
about three payers from the Storm who are in the 
Apprentice Mentor program. Bryan is a ‘sparky’ and he 
was working while he was playing so knowing that it 
can work definitely is great for us. I see him at training 
every week and he is always asking if he can help in 
anyway.

What do you think of the Holden Cup rules – ‘no 
work, no study = no play’? I think it’s a great rule to 
have. Everybody needs to do something away from 
football as it doesn’t last long at all. If you go alright 
in football and play for 10 years and retire at 30 you 
are still young, so it’s important to have something to 
continue for life after football. It’s also very important to 
have a balance of work and football. D
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Two former referees from the Sunshine Coast, 
and a former Western Suburbs grand final 
skipper from the NSW Central Coast, all 

active Men of League committee members, were 
acknowledged in the 2014 Australia Day Honours.

Sunshine Coast members Ian Smith and Richard 
Johnston were made a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) in the civil division and Order of 
Australia Medal (OAM) in the general division, 
respectively. Neville Charlton, a tough prop and 
veteran of 224 first grade games in his day (1948-63), 
was honoured with an Order of Australia Medal (OAM) 
in the general division for services to the community of 
the Central Coast.

Smith was recognised for significant service to aviation 
through promotional and development roles, to the 
air show industry, and the community. He also had a 
lengthy association with the game as a referee and 
administrator. 

His senior refereeing career kicked 
off in Brisbane in 1969 and finished 
in Sydney in 1981, during which time 
he refereed first grade grand finals, 
interstate matches and officiated 
in several internationals and Test 
matches. He later became coach 
of first grade referees in Sydney 
and later in Brisbane. He was also 

director of referees for Super League and took over 
from Mick Stone as NRL referees boss in 1999.

Johnston was recognised for his service to rugby 
league as a referee and administrator. A former school 
teacher, he is an independent consultant to the ARL 
Referees' Association and was referee development 
manager with the QRL association from 1992 to 2008. 
He was made a life member of the ARL Referees 
Association the following year. 

He has also been involved in the development of 
referees programs in Papua New Guinea and South 
Africa and is a current board member of the Sunshine 
Coast Rugby League Referees Association, a member 
of its disciplinary tribunal and was involved in the 
establishment of a Junior Referees Development 
Academy on the Sunshine Coast.

Charlton, 85, who captained the Magpies in the 1961 
grand final loss to St George and was chosen in their 
team of the century, has been an active member of the 
Central Coast committee. He has also been a great 
contributor to the Long Jetty Senior Citizens Club, 
Tuggerah Lakes Choral Society, Central Coast Ukulele 
Club and been a volunteer bus driver and entertainer 
at a local retirement village.

MEMBERS RECEIVE HONOURS

Ian Smith, pictured with Bruno Collen (left) and Bob Hagan (middle).

Richard Johnston
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Every January for the past four years, Ben Barba 
has dripped sweat in Brisbane’s summer heat 
as part of the QAS Emerging Origin squad.

But while he’s been a permanent fixture in the squad 
since his first call up in 2011, the Mackay product isn’t 
taking his most recent selection for granted.

That’s because Barba is yet to fulfil his childhood 
dream of representing Queensland for the first time in 
a match at any level.

Given his prodigious talent, some league fans would 
instantly assume that Barba starred for various 
Queensland teams throughout his teenage years.

“I actually never played any Queensland schoolboys,” 
the Broncos recruit revealed when asked about 
his junior representative background. “The first 
Queensland side I took part in was when I was shadow 
player, not last year but the year before.

“I never gave up hope. I always thought maybe one 
day I’d get the chance to play professional footy and  
I did.

“It’s always good getting picked in this side,” Barba 
said of his Emerging Origin selection. “It just shows 
the selectors are thinking about you and as they say at 
the start of camp, you’re a step closer than most other 
guys.

“I’ve been coming here the last four years and it’s 
always good to learn from Wayne [Bennett], Mal 
Meninga and other coaching staff.

“They’ve all got that experience in the game which you 
can’t buy. It’s just a great pleasure to come back here 
and learn from them.”

Players from the Emerging Origin squad returned 
to their NRL clubs with a spring in their step after 

completing a rewarding three-day camp under the 
guidance of QAS rugby league head coach Bennett. 
Michael Hagan and Kevin Walters ran sharp skills 
sessions over the weekend of January 18-19.

The 14-man squad also heard from Maroons ace 
Justin Hodges, who spoke about his experiences in 
the State of Origin arena.

The QAS Rugby League program has played a 
vital role in shaping the Maroons’ Origin success. 
The program has expanded in recent years with the 
introduction of the Emerging Origin camp for under-20 
players and camps for under-15 and under-16 talent.

BEN’S 
ELUSIVE 
DREAM
BY MICHAEL HILLIER

Ben Barba goes through his fourth summer 
stint with the Emerging Maroons.
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BUSH LEGENDS
DAISIES WERE ISA ICONS IN THE TOWN’S HEYDAY

Talk Foley Shield, the inter-town championships of north Queensland, and 
its legendary feats and Mt Isa of the 1970s-80s and the Daisy brothers, Vern 
and Frank, instantly spring to mind. BY GREG SHANNON

Not too many Rugby League players can 
claim to have been offered a contract by 
master coach Jack Gibson with the promised 

payment of a horse, but North Queensland’s Vern 
Daisy can.

Vern and his brother Frank became legendary players 
for Mount Isa in the Foley Shield competition and for 
North Queensland in the 1970s and 80s.

But Mount Isa is not where the story of Vern and Frank 
Daisy began.

Vern explains: “Palm Island is where our stories 
began. We were born and bred there and it was a 
very different time. Our dad had to go to the Burdekin 
[Home Hill] to work when I was 13 and Frank was 10 
and he sent for mum and the five kids a few months 
later.” The “different time” was when Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people were not always treated 
as equals in our society. 

“When I was 17 the coach of Home Hill was 
Queensland halfback Brian Bevan, and he gave me 
a run in the centres in first grade. I was working as 

Frank Daisy parades the Foley Shield after the 1983 victory over Townsville.

painter on the Burdekin Bridge and playing footy on 
weekends, it was a great life. We won a premiership 
with Home Hill.”

So how did the Daisy brothers end up in Mount Isa 
where they gained near legendary status in North 
Queensland league circles?

“I went to Victoria fruit picking in the1967 off-season 
but just before I went I was part of a Burdekin team to 
go to Mount Isa. When I got back from Victoria I was 
shown a newspaper article saying the Mount Isa clubs 
were chasing players. So I contacted them and joined 
the Wanderers club. That was in 1968, and the club 
was very good to me. Frank came out a few years 
later.” 

Playing for Wanderers in the Mount Isa competition 
soon led to selection in the Mount Isa Foley Shield 
side.

“In the first year in Mount Isa I made the Foley shield 
final against Innisfail, but I twisted an ankle at training 
just before the big game so couldn’t play,” Vern 
recalled. “I remember the winger came into the centres 
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in my place and a young bloke called Bruno Cullen 
came onto the wing. The train trip to Townsville to play 
in Foley Shield finals was just a great event. It seemed 
like the whole town was on the train or following in cars 
and trucks.”

Also a keen rodeo rider, and fisherman, Vern loved life 
in Mount Isa and quickly forged a reputation as a skilful 
centre who is accredited by some for developing the 
one handed pass later adopted by Gene Miles. Vern 
later moved into the back row while Frank became 
known mainly as a fullback.

Both rejected several offers to join Brisbane or Sydney 
clubs – Norths Brisbane, Balmain. 

“Both Frank and I used to get offers to join the 
Brisbane Clubs like North’s and one time Balmain 
made me an offer and even arranged a plane ticket 
for me to fly to Sydney on a Friday to join the club on 
the Monday. I was keen at first but really I just loved 
living in the bush, and couldn’t see myself in Sydney 
so I took the ticket back to the people who arranged it 
on the Saturday. Frank went to Brisbane Norths in the 
1970s but only stayed a short time; the life in the city 
just didn’t suit either of us.”

Higher representative honors somehow eluded both 
brothers, but neither would have been out of place in 
the maroon jersey and astute judges claim they were 
good enough to play for Australia. 

“I reckon the reason I didn’t go higher than North 
Queensland in rep footy was I used to get fairly fired 
up on the field. I hated losing, so some administrators 
didn’t like that. The Mount Isa president Alex Biondi, 
who was like a father figure to Frank and me, told 
me that my on-field antics ruled me out of playing for 
country, or any higher then North Queensland. Frank 
went a bit better at the rep stuff than me.”

Then came the memorable moment when Gibson, on 
the way to Darwin for a holiday, stopped in Mount Isa 
and looked up the Daisy brothers.

“Jack and I had a good yarn and he tried to convince 
me to join him at Parramatta,” said Vern. “When I 
spoke to him he asked me to come down to Sydney 
and train and see if I liked it, but I told him I just loved 
the bush too much and doing things like working 
horses and cattle when not playing. 

“Then he made the big offer; that I could come down and 
train and even if I didn’t like it he would give me a quarter 
horse stallion. I didn’t realise at the time that Jack bred 
horses on his property in NSW. Now that was tempting 
and I thought about it for a few days but finally decided 
against it. I was just enjoying life in the Isa too much.”

Their careers were restricted to countless Foley 
Shield clashes and many finals, representing North 
Queensland against touring Great Britain sides, South 
Sydney and Brisbane clubs in the State league. Both 
were still playing in their 50s.

The Mt Isa sides of their era are legendary in the north. 
They won the coveted Foley Shield seven times in 
eleven years (1977-79, 81, 83, 85 and 88) with Vern 
and later Frank captain-coaching the victors. Vern won 
all five finals he played in while Frank played in eight 
finals. 72 both, 74 Frank, both missed 77, both 78, 79, 
81 Frank, 83 Vern when 66, Frank 85, 88. 

Today Vern, 66, enjoys playing a role in mentoring to 
young people. 

"It so important that we teach the young people to live 
a healthy life, get educated and play sport," he said. "I 
love helping out with kids’ teams and of course I hope 
I have had a positive impact within my own family." 
His wider family includes NRL premiership winner, 
Queensland and Australian player Scott Prince and 
former Canberra Raiders player Jason Bulgarelli.

The brothers both still live in Mt Isa, and work in  
the mines.

Vern (left) and Frank Daisy photographed for a 
Foley Shield memento
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FORMED IN 2002 THE FOUNDATION HAS:
• Spent more than $2,500,000 caring for  
 the rugby league community

• Provided more than $500,000 in  
 medical equipment

• Made more than 5000 welfare contacts with  
 people in hospital or other forms of care in  
 order to check up on those in need

• Awarded 10 Scholarships, which have   
 positively impacted recipients’ lives

• Donated memorabilia to other charities or  
 co-sponsored events to the value of more  
 than $600,000

• Organised more than 600 fundraising events

• Reconnected thousands of people to the  
 game of rugby league

• Built one of the largest organisations of its  
 kind in the world

MEN OF LEAGUE FOUNDATION  
MEMBERSHIP
LET’S KEEP THIS GOING

To keep this going we invite you to become 
a member of the Foundation. The cost of this 
membership is $20 per year. After this first 
year, if you wish to continue to receive the 
magazine via post, you will be required to pay 
an annual fee of $10.

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:
• A personalised Men of League  

member keyring

• A Men of League bumper sticker

• Annual subscription to the  
Men of League magazine

• Information on Men of League events

Part or all of your contribution is tax deductible
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NO QUEUES.
BEST PRICES.

Phil Gould interviewed by MC and Sunshine Coast committee 
member, Tony Durkin

SUNSHINE COAST 
BY TONY DURKIN

A galaxy of stars, plus 200 guests, attended the fifth 
annual Men of League luncheon at Mooloolaba Surf 
Club on December 12.

Headed by coaching and TV commentary guru Phil 
Gould, the list of speakers was a who’s who of sport 
and also included former British Open golf champion 
Ian Baker-Finch, Maroons legend Allan Langer and ex-
Bulls cricket captain Jimmy Maher.

A superb three-course luncheon and XXXX Gold 
was served to the guests and members attending, 
among them ex-internationals Norm Provan, Kerrod 

Walters, Mark Murray and Bob Hagan, the Sunshine 
Coast committee chairman who was only just back on 
deck after undergoing surgery for the insertion of a 
pacemaker.

Even Sunshine Coast mayor Mark Jamieson, who had 
an official function to attend earlier in the day, called 
in to offer his congratulations and support to the Men 
of League Foundation. Mayor Jamieson is a former 
Queensland schoolboys rep and premiership-winning 
coach of the Hervey Bay Seagulls.

While the guest speakers held the attention of the 
capacity crowd, much interest was also focused on 
the auction, which offered a rare piece of golfing 
memorabilia. A Titleist golf bag, donated by Headland 
Golf Club professional John Victorsen, and signed 
by Queensland’s only four major golf winners Greg 
Norman, Ian Baker-Finch, Wayne Grady and Adam 
Scott, fetched $3500 and was bought by local 
businessman Ken Reed, an outstanding Men of 
League benefactor.

Winners of the Sunshine Coast Men of League 
golf day in November donated their prizes back to 
organisers and as a result made a $400 donation to 
the Foundation.

The team of Nathan Cameron, Clinton Pearce, Dennis 
Bates and Sid Doyle returned a very competitive 50.5 
nett in the four-man Ambrose event to win by two 
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Enjoying a chat at our recent bowls day (from left) Roger Tait, 
Graham Willard, Patron Don Furner OAM along with wife Lee 
and Doug Crampton

strokes. Without a club handicap, each played off 15, 
the maximum for the day.

In the most successful of the six annual golf days 
hosted by the Sunshine Coast committee, a capacity 
field of 144 teed off at Horton Park Golf Club. Among 
them were former internationals John Brass, Ben Ikin 
and Kerrod Walters, all guests of sponsor Stegbar. 
Other major sponsors of the event included Reed 
Property Group, Sunstate Pipeline, Sunshine Coast 
Day Surgery, Ferguson Cannon Lawyers and Wild 
Horse Turf.

Runners-up were the team of Ryan Connor, Jason 
Montage, Tony Leahy and James Tool (52.5 nett) 
and third, on a countback, Lindsay Chambers, Glenn 
Chambers, Brent Chambers and Peter Feldman.

CENTRAL COAST 
BY DENNIS TOMSETT, PUBLICITY OFFICER

A very successful golf day was held at Shelly Beach 
Golf Club in September 2013, with 144 golfers 
competing in an Ambrose competition. As in previous 
years the players enjoyed perfect weather and the 
course was in excellent condition. We thank the golf 
club management and staff for their involvement in 
helping to make the day once again such a success. 

At the conclusion of the morning round, players 
enjoyed a two-course lunch followed by the 
presentations, attended by well-known league 
identities Greg Pierce, Noel Kelly, Jim Hall and Ron 
Boden.

The winning team was M Lamaro, W Kewill, D Flack 
and C Sinclair.  

Members pencil in your calendar the events for 2014.  
A members night at Central Coast Leagues Club (date 
will be advised), a race day at Gosford on July 24 and 
a golf day at Shelly Beach on and September 26. 

CANBERRA / MONARO 
BY NOEL BISSETT, PRESIDENT 

On Saturday November 23 we held our annual bowls 
and luncheon at the Canberra Bowling Club, Forrest. 
Many thanks to the manager of the bowls club Mark 
Thompson and his staff for providing the use of the 
facilities once again. Also we pass on our appreciation 
to the club’s ladies auxiliary for their preparation of 
the luncheon and also to the cook Mick. The food was 
superb.

Although the numbers were not as good as in 
previous years, all who attended enjoyed the day 
and contributed to the significant funds raised for the 
Men of League Foundation. It was also great to have 
our patron, Don Furner, OAM, and his wife Lee in 
attendance.

Our committee is now focusing on the year ahead and 
all arrangements to be made for our coming events. 
Our first function this season will be the Kick Off Club 
which last year was a success and we will be looking 
forward to more members supporting this event. Dave 
Thom, the proprietor of the Hogs Breath at Philip, has 
once again offered his premises for the occasion. As 
soon as a date has been confirmed it will be placed on 
the event calendar.

Our welfare officers have been keeping in touch with 
Paul Quinn and Doug Crampton who have spent time 
in hospital and are now recuperating. We wish them all 
the best for the future. 

Our committee is asking all members to introduce at 
least one new member to our association and in doing 
so boost our membership numbers and ensure they 
are placed on our local data base, this will confirm that 
they receive all our local news and coming events.

On behalf of the Canberra / Monaro committee I wish all 
committees the very best for success in the New Year.

ILLAWARRA 
BY PETER FITZGERALD, PRESIDENT

Upcoming functions to enter into your diary: all Kick Off 
Clubs for the year with 4-7pm timeslots are February 
28 at Windang Hotel, May 23 at Helensburgh Hotel, 
June 6 at Port Kembla Leagues Club, August 15 at 
Wollongong Golf Club, October 17 at Figtree Bowling 
club and December 2 at Collies Club.

Our major fundraising days for year are: annual golf 
day on April 4 at Kiama Golf Club (8.30am shot gun 
start), annual bowls day on July 18 at Warilla Bowls 
Club (8.30am start), annual finals luncheon at Dapto 
Leagues Club on September 26 at noon.
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Some new appointments to the local committee 
include Ray Smiles as secretary and the new vice-
president is Manly legend and life member Freddy 
Jones. Also, event managers have been appointed for 
the three major fundraisers  Les Hanigan (golf), Ray 
Smiles (bowls), Alan Fitzgibbon (finals luncheon), Alan 
Kent for the (Kick Off Club) and operations manager 
for all events is Bill Robinson, aka 'Brooksie'.

On the local scene there are only six teams entered 
for the Illawarra Carlton League competition: 
Helensburgh, coached by Ryan Powell; Thirroul, 
coached by Nathan Fien; Wests coached by Jason 
Ryles (Wests junior); Collies coached by Rhys 
Simmons; Dapto coached by Chris Leikvoll, and 
Corrimal coached by Trevor Schodel. With the addition 
of Berkeley there are seven teams in reserve grade. 
Also appointed as coach for the Illawarra Cutters club 
is Ian Millward, who has returned to the Illawarra after 
having outstanding success coaching in England. 
Other new appointments are Chris Bannerman as the 
CEO of the Illawarra Coal League and Mick Dupille 
is the new referee co-ordinator, handling all referees’ 
appointments.

MACKAY AND DISTRICT

We have been very busy with many hospital and aged 
person home visits as well as planning the year ahead. 
Unfortunately a lot of members attended the recent 
funerals of Alec ‘Bomber’ Mooney, who had a long 
association with the Magpies club and the Dysart Bull, 
and old league stalwart called to play on a higher field, 
Tom Tamari who was 100 year old (and featured in the 
magazine’s November edition).

Part of the planning for 2014 includes a race day 
at the Mackay Turf Club as well as a bowls or golf 
day. Members are also working with the Mackay and 

District Rugby League, Mackay Junior Rugby League 
and the Referees Association to have a combined 
rugby league season launch. It is aimed to bring 
everyone at all levels to together and the Mackay 
Cutters will be involved as well. With Men of League 
supporting the Bill Paten Player of the Year and the 
Top 10 Player Awards, it is sure to add interest to the 
local competition.

In addition, Men of League will host the annual Bill 
Paten Medal night where all clubs are invited to 
acknowledge the performance of players and coaches 
over the year and to reward volunteers in our game. It 
will be a huge night of activity and a sub-committee will 
be in place to organise it and liaise with the local league.

Another initiative is to visit each of the eight senior 
clubs and invite players, coaches, sponsors and 
officials to become members and understand more 
about the Foundation and encourage their members 
to join up. Also, each club has been invited to send 
along a delegate to meeting so that the lines of 
communication are always open.

Recently members of the board met with Mrs Liz 
Fatnowna and her sons to present a cheque for $5000 
from Men of League for alterations to their family home 
that were necessary due to the illness of her husband 
and rugby league local legend Greg Fatnowna. Greg 
is also well known at Tannum Sands and the Capricorn 
Coast as well as in Mackay.

MELBOURNE

We are pleased to welcome two new members to our 
committee, both of whom bring extensive knowledge 
of supporting the communities they live in and will add 
significant value to our hard working team of former 
players and coaches.
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The Professor Hon. Stephen Martin, has a background 
in rugby league, and was for many years a referee 
in the Illawarra competition. He was also a former 
committee member of the Illawarra Steelers. He is 
currently chief executive of CEDA (Committee for 
Economic Development of Australia) and is a former 
Labor federal politician, serving as Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, parliamentary secretary for 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, and chairman of the Inquiry 
into the Australian Banking Industry. 

Greg Warren is a very keen Melbourne Storm 
supporter. He enjoyed a long and successful career 
with Coles Myer, holding many senior executive roles 
with Coles Supermarkets, Bilo and Coles Express. 
He is currently a director of Sales Plus, representing 
FMCG manufacturers providing effective brand and 
product management services.

Greg is also currently general manager of Foodbank  
Australia, the largest hunger relief charity in Australia. 
Greg’s unique experience with Foodbank, and welfare 
service in general, has the potential to add significant 
value to the Men of League cause. Stephen and Greg 
bring years of community and welfare services to our 
committee, and we welcome them to both our Victorian 
committee and the Men of League family.

NORTH WEST 
BY KEVIN ROBINSON, SECRETARY

I apologise for missing the last magazine, my only 
excuse is my computer was playing up, and I'm 
flat out using it when its working let alone when its 
misbehaving.

Well what a great year we had in 2013. Apart from 
the funds raised we also supported a number of 
fundraisers throughout the north-west. We have now 
established sub-committees across the north-west at 
Moree, Narrabri, Gunnedah, Manilla and Tamworth, 
under the guidance of our president Don Pascoe.

Bowls days were held in all these towns, with 
tremendous results and Narrabri held a golf day as well. 
Whilst on the subject of Narrabri, there would be no 
better group of members that travel as far and as often 
as they do for fundraisers with 400kms return causing no 
problems; just get a bus and driver and away they go.

We organised items to be auctioned at fundraisers 
for young Patrick Coombes of Manilla and Darren 
Rickard from Tamworth who sadly both passed away 
in January after their long battles with cancer. We gave 
a donation of $100 to Bear Cottage who had looked after 
Patrick during his illness as was his mother’s wish. We 

were also saddened to learn of the passing of Graham 
‘Grubby’ O'Toole, who played for West Tamworth in the 
1960s-70s. Graham was a quiet achiever, he didn't talk 
much but as Jack Gibson would say “he played strong”. 
Graham represented Northern Division against the 
Springboks in 1963.

We also lost Robert ‘Bob’ Cork who played for Wests 
and was halfback in the 1962 premiership winning 
side. His other roles with Wests were manager, 
selector, coach, treasurer and president.

On November 16, 34 members of the Manilla sub-
committee and wives gathered for an early Christmas 
dinner and drinks at the Royal Hotel and were 
welcomed by publican, Men of League member Tom 
Cocking and wife Vickie. 

Finally a representative of the West Tamworth 
centenary committee presented a cheque to the Men 
of League on behalf of their committee and Wests 
Leagues for $5708.30 at our last committee meeting. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION

We have been planning for a big 2014 and have new 
events and heaps for our members to get involved in. 
Our inaugural function at Allora was wonderful with 
good funds raised and heaps of new members. Glenn 
Rees was MC of the event that had an illustrious array 
of guests. Steph Hancock upstaged her father Rohan 
after telling us her story about the Jillaroos winning 
the Word Cup. Rugby’s Greg Holmes and the world 
under-18 discus champion Matt Denny were great 
to listen to as was Queensland league legends Greg 
Platz and Colin Scott. Most of the crowd ventured to a 
Perry Cronin guided tour of the renowned Allora Sport 
Museum which rounded off the afternoon nicely.                         

A few members attended the Queensland Men of 
League function which saw legend John Gleeson 
made a Men of League Inductee. This was followed 
by a trip to Jandowae, John’s stomping ground, where 
Greg Conescu, Wally Fullerton Smith and Colin Scott 
entertained a small appreciative crowd.

Colin Scott, John Gleeson and Wally Fullerton Smith
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SYDNEY METROPOLITAN  
BY BRAD RYDER

About 60 people attended the second Arthur Beetson 
Memorial luncheon at the Bondi Icebergs on Friday 
December 6. Eastern Suburbs Roosters legends in 
attendance included Barry ‘Bunny’ Reilly, Royce Ayliffe 
and Brad Fittler. Some travelled from Queensland for 
the event, such as Des O’Reilly and Greg Bandiera. 
John Peard spoke of the wonderful achievements of 
the ‘big bloke’ Artie.

Former Balmain and Australian centre Geoff Starling 
and other Men of League members all raised their 
glasses as a toast to the great man. A notable 
absentee was Ian Schubert who apparently was busy 
auditing the Roosters! Shoey is also the founder of the 
‘former chooks and good blokes’ club.

TOWNSVILLE 
BY BARRY BUCHANAN

Although we are in the New Year, a report on the visit 
to Townsville from the 1959 Kangaroos in October 
is a must. Our members met the planes and trains 
to welcome Dud and Audrey Beattie, Ron and Marie 
Boden, Peter and Sue Burke, Noel and Chris Kelly, 
Eddie and Sibbie Lumsden, Barry and Louise Muir, 
Garry and Wynn Parcell, John and Caryl Raper, John 
and Gwen Riley, Bill Delamere, Maureen Gasnier, 
June Rasmussen, Norma Wilson and Esma Clay.  

Joining them were our very own Jim and Margaret 
Paterson. The three-day visit included a Campbell’s 
Coach trip out to the Australian Institute of Marine 
Science, the players’ reunion lunch at the Cowboys 
Leagues Club and a Kick Off Club lunch at the 
Riverview Tavern where Johnny Raper was heard 

to say “I can’t get over how cold the beer is up here, 
may I have another one” all in the one breath. Thanks 
so much to Wayne Campbell, Clint Williams and Arthur 
McMahon for their generous support of the three events 
which our visitors enjoyed immensely. Our secretary, 
Terry Feeney, did a great job liaising with the 59ers.

This year’s NRL Heritage Round sees Cowboys play 
Knights on Monday April 7 in Townsville. Cowboys 
have given Men of League the community spot to 
promote our cause and increase membership. Please 
offer some of your time to assist.

TUGGERAH LAKES 
BY GREG TUNN

Men of League Tuggerah Lakes is now official after 
the launch by vice-president Jim Hall at the Wallarah 
Bay Recreation Club on November 29. In all 90 new 
members have signed up, bringing the Men of League 
numbers on the Central Coast to nearly 1000. We 
would like to thank and recognise Wyong Leagues 
Club for their support and organisation.

We now look forward to getting involved in some fund-
raising functions and developing a presence in the 
community with some welfare visits. Already planned 
for the year are a bowls day (April 11 at Wyong 
Bowling Club), race day (June 26 at Wyong Race 
Club) and a golf day (August at Wyong Golf Club). 
Further information will be sent to all members after a 
scheduled committee meeting in early March.

We received some excellent feedback on the feature 
story in the previous magazine about our patron, Morry 
Breen. Most of the material for the story came from 
Morry’s biography – A Passionate Life – published 
last year. There are a limited number of copies still 
available; if interested in getting a copy contact Greg 
Tunn – gregorytunn@bigpond.com
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tweedmol@gmail.com so we have your email address 
on our members’ list and you receive the latest news 
on upcoming events.

Full details of events will be emailed to members 
as the event gets closer. For information regarding 
activities of our district please contact president, John 
Strong, on 0421 971 586 or treasurer Tom Cassin on 
0407 457 661 or email tweedmol@gmail.com.

Don’t forget to share details of your upcoming events 
and fundraisers with head office so they can go up on 
the Men of League website and Facebook pages and 
we can help get as many people along as possible. 

Email events@menofleague.com 

TWEED DISTRICT 

The year is poised to be a busy and exciting one for the 
Tweed District. On August 15 2004, a meeting was held 
at the Dolphins Harbourside Hotel to form what was then 
known as the Tweed Gold Coast Men of League.

Over the past 10 years the name changed to the 
Northern Rivers and then, in December 2009, evolved 
into the Men of League Tweed District encompassing the 
area from Mullumbimby in the south to Tallebudgera in 
the north and west to include Murwillumbah. 

Since 2004 regular fundraising and social events have 
been conducted and 2014 will see the Tweed District 
continue with these. 

Events scheduled are: Sportsmen’s Lunch  Cudgen 
Leagues Club on Friday February 28; golf day 
Coolangatta and Tweed Heads Golf Club on Friday 
May 2; day at the dogs, Border Park Tweed Heads on 
Saturday May 31; 10th anniversary dinner on Friday 
August 15; bowls day Coolangatta Bowls Club on 
Sunday October 12; Christmas party and day at the 
dogs, Border Park Tweed Heads Saturday December 13.

All members are urged to put these events on their 
calendars and attend those they are able to as all days 
are excellent days highlighted by friendship, fun and 
memories as those attending reunite with old mates and 
catch up on life’s events.

Even though the district originally formed in 2004 our first 
golf day was held in 2005 and this year’s day will be our 
10th consecutive golf day. The past four golf days have 
been booked out and 2014 will be no exception. 

A request to members who are not receiving 
emails from the Tweed District and who have an 
email address, could you please send an email to 

MID NORTH COAST 
BY MARSHALL LOADSMAN

The Mid North Coast committee continues to be busy 
with events with golf and bowls competitions arranged 
by our Port Macquarie sub-branch, both of which have 
been well supported by the local Hastings community.

Our annual Forster-Tuncurry golf day will have been 
held by the time this magazine goes to press as will a 
gala dinner at North Haven Bowling Club.

Initial interest in both events was extremely 
encouraging and we will report on the outcome in the 
next edition.

An association with both Taree-Wingham Race Club 
and the Tuncurry-Forster Jockey Club has been 
formed and we hope to tie in events in association with 
their major race days.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The inaugural Men of League v League Twenty20 
cricket game at the Willagee Bears’ home ground 
Weber Reserve was an outstanding success despite 
the drizzling rain. Our team, led by Paul ‘Staffy’ 
Abercrombie, had a narrow controversial victory over 
the popular radio show team led by co-host Justin 
‘Barney’ Nixon. Thank you to all the players involved 
and to the Willagee Bears RLFC for hosting a day that 
saw over $300 raised.

The 2013 WARL Past Players and Supporters reunion 
day was a great success with more than 150 attending 
South Perth’s clubhouse at George Burnett Park in 
November. Members and guests were kept entertained 
and everybody left with a smile on their face as a day 
catching up with old mates will do.

Events included the first WARL Junior Club Person of 
the Year Award being awarded to Kieran Crowe. This 
award is sponsored by the WARL Past Players. South 
Perth’s 1973 first, second and third grade premiership 
winning teams were honoured for achieving a record 
that has not been matched by any WARL club since. 
Gordon Dixon and Tony Vickers were also inducted 
into the WARL Hall of Fame.

Thanks goes to Dennis, Bruce and the whole team at 
South Perth for making this function a great success.

The golf day is fast approaching, to be again held at 
the picturesque Hartfield Country Club on Friday April 
4. Anyone keen on sponsoring the day or even a hole 
or two please call James Sullivan on 0414 733083.

Our annual general meeting will be held at the South 
Perth Lions clubrooms on Thursday March 20 at 6pm. 
Our organisation is always looking for volunteers so 
we would appreciate members attending who are 
really looking out to help with welfare and fundraising 
functions.

WARL Past Players president John Moore presents Kieran 
Crowe with his award.

RIVERINA 
BY DAVE MULROONEY, PRESIDENT

Men of League Riverina had a very busy end to 2013 
starting with our race day at the Murrumbidgee Turf 
Club. The feature event was the 2000m Men of League 
Cup and the day also incorporated a reunion for former 
Riverina representative players. It was a great day with 
many old friendships renewed and calls for it to become 
an annual event. Over $8000 was raised.

Gathered at the race day was an array of Riverina Division 
representatives, among them former internationals, NSW players 
and players who also made their mark in Sydney first grade. 
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NORTHERN RIVERS 
BY BARRY CHEADLE

The Northern Rivers committee held another 
successful golf day at Ballina last October. Once again 
there was a capacity field, with some good – and some 
not-so-good – golf being played on the day.

Special guests included Rabbitohs’ English import 
Luke Burgess who made the trip to join former Souths 
players Sean Garlick and Ross Harrington.

The Northern Rivers committee is now preparing for 
its next major event, a greyhound night in Lismore 
in March. There also is the possibility of a trivia night 
being held in February.

In early November members from Cootamundra, 
led by former player and later leading referee Tom 
Spain, organised a very enjoyable bowls-golf day at 
Cootamundra Country Club. This day also featured 
a Maher Cup reunion with the old ‘Tin Pot’ itself the 
centre of attention. Over $1500 was raised with a 
donation also being made to Can Assist. 

On the same day Geoff Hill, our representative from 
Young, presented a cheque for $1000, a donation from 
the Masters Carnival (old boys league) held at Young 
in October.

Finally Riverina Men of League joined a local 
committee along with Country Hope and the local 
branch of the AHA to raise money for a local family 
who have a seriously ill baby with ongoing health 
problems. It was a very successful function with over 
$26,000 now in a trust fund administered by Country 
Hope. The baby’s father was a former player for two 
clubs in Wagga.

All in all 2013 was a very busy year and I would 
personally like to thank our committee for their hard 
work as well as the Riverina members for their ongoing 
support of our fundraisers.

NORTH COAST 
BY PETER BARRETT, PRESIDENT

Our committee, which covers from Woolgoolga to 
Kempsey, has completed our fourth year. We are 
proud to be active with our welfare visits to hospitals, 
retirement villages and nursing homes. Visits are 
always welcomed with a smile which included greats 
Les Cleal, Ron Proudfoot, George Smith and the late 
Bruce Hopkins and Ken Smith. 

‘Caring for own’ is what it’s all about and a great 
example and many thanks to the Melbourne 
committee and Roy Masters who, with just a phone 
call to president Peter Foreman and secretary Greg 
Brentnall, went to visit Warren Fuller from Macksville 
who was a former player and coach who needed 
support in a Melbourne hospital. It is a great credit to 
their committee.

In October we held a day at Sawtell Bowls Club. 
Thanks to the club it was an outstanding success 
for our members but I won’t mention the champion 
bowlers.

In December we held our fourth Coffs Harbour race 
day breakfast which is always a great success but 
would not be possible without our sponsors, The Edge 
Real Estate, Coffs Office Choice, Watsons Caravans, 
Boral Concert, Coffs Hardwoods, Coffs Bearing 
Centre, Coffs Toyota/Hyundai, Pier Hotel, Geoff King 
Subaru and newcomers Schneider Electrical who 
always buy a race each year and are very loyal. 

What a day it was, hosted by the outstanding Neil 
Pringle and popular guests Roy Masters, Ross 
Strudwick and Malcom Clift who had the 390 
supporters hanging on every word. 

All quests mingled and made the locals feel proud and 
Roy’s knowledge and past stories of Wests surprised 
all and will be a hard act to beat next year. Coffs 
Harbour has adopted Neil and we hope to see him 
back next year.

Ross Strudwick, Malcolm Clift, Roy Masters and Neil Pringle 
captivate their audience.

(from left) Former Rabbitohs Ross Harrington and Sean Garlic 
with current Souths giant Luke Burgess.
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NEWCASTLE HUNTER 
BY ROSS GIGG, SECRETARY

We finished off the year with our regular golf day at 
Cypress Lakes in early December and once again it 
was a successful day. A big thank you to the Cessnock 
Rotary members who cooked lunch and to the players 
and our hole sponsors. A big thank you also goes to 
Tooheys and the Newcastle Herald for their support. 

Our usual events will be held in 2014 with our golf 
weekend at Nelson Bay in May, bowls day at the Bay 
in September and our night at the trots in October. Our 
end of year golf venue will change this year to a new 
venue which is to be decided. We are also looking at 
holding a sportsmen lunch in late March. 

Jim Hall sent a lovely letter on behalf of the Men of 
League congratulating Noel Smith on celebrating his 
90th birthday recently. Noel’s contribution to the great 
game of rugby league has been outstanding having 
played for Kurri Kurri, Wests in Brisbane, Centrals 
in Townsville, NSW Country, New South Wales, 
Queensland and Australia. Noel, who lives at Nelson 
Bay, is the oldest living Australian international and 
Newcastle committee member Peter Arnold helped 
him celebrate his big day.

Here is an extract from a letter from the NSW 
Wheelchair rugby league 

Dear Men of League. 

Thank you all for your support in last weekend’s 
NSW Wheelchair Rugby League match between the 
Newcastle Knights and the Canterbury Bulldogs. It was 
a physical match with the Knights holding onto second 
place on the NSW 2013/2014 season ladder with a 
convincing 70-12 victory.

Ross, thank you for organising Men of League 
members John King and Eddie Lumsden to attend, 
they were amazing and had a great chat with our 
players afterwards. 

Thank you again for your assistance,

Regards, Michael Johnson

FAR SOUTH COAST

Men of League Far South Coast has continued to 
grow from strength to strength throughout 2013 with a 
number of new events and initiatives experienced on 
top of the annual events.

The year commenced with the inaugural golf day held 
at the picturesque Eden Gardens Golf Course. Large 
numbers enjoyed a very successful event with plenty 
of laughs and the occasional good golf shot.

This was followed by the members of the local 
committee joining together with the NRL Game 
Development team in entering a team in the Bega 
Valley Relay for Life event. Mario Fenech attended as 
a guest speaker and ensured that the much of what is 
good in our great game and the people involved was 
introduced to a new audience.  

The 2013 season saw the best numbers in Group 
16 for many years and the competition’s closeness 
throughout the year reflected the renewed interest in 
the game across the region.

Towards the end of the season the committee 
supported Duncan Waters and his family through the 
running of a very successful and enjoyable trivia night 
at Tathra Country Club. Duncan is a young man with 
a playing and refereeing background who is fighting 
a tough battle with cancer. A packed house ensured 
that not only was valuable financial support raised 
for the Waters family but the reassurance of the local 
community was also in abundance.

The year wound up with the annual bowls day held at 
Club Sapphire in Merimbula.  Once again a very funny 
and enjoyable day was had by all who participated.

The support of the local community is continuing to 
grow with Radio 2EC, Club Sapphire, Tathra Country 
Club and Eden Fishermen’s club all ensuring that the 
profile of the Men of League on the Far South Coast 
continues to grow, enabling the committee and its 
members to actively source and support members of 
the community that require assistance in any way.

Peter Corcoran, Eddie Lumsden and John King pictured with the 
Newcastle Knights and Canterbury Bulldogs wheelchair teams.

Far South Coast president Terry Dickson and secretary Damian 
Kennedy with Duncan Waters and his family at the Dig Deep for 
Duncan trivia night.
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