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As the year draws to a close it is good 
to look back and reflect on a great year 
we have just had. The appointment 
of our new Chief Executive Officer 
Corene Strauss 12 months ago has 
led to significant improvements and 
changes for the organisation. Our 
financial position is much stronger due 
to much closer collaboration with the 
NRL and the outstanding efforts of our 
local committees and the marketing 
support from our agency Brilliant Logic.

The staff has grown with all having 
key responsibilities such as 
membership, finance, operations, 
events etc. Our new appointments 
of former NRL players Ben Ross as 
Welfare Manager, Stuart Raper as 
NSW State Manager and Michael 
Buettner as NRL Alumni Manager also 
strengthens our links to the younger 
generation. As a new initiative we 
appointed a new and external Welfare 
committee consisting of health and 
financial practitioners to support and 
guide us on Welfare matters.

I would also like to say a big thankyou 
to the NRL and John Grant who have 
supported Men of League, which has 
made it possible for a Governance 
review. The review will include an 
AGM, nomination committee and 
the review will certainly benefit the 
organisation. 

I would like to pay tribute to our 41 
committees for the great contribution 
to the Men of League. It never ceases 
to amaze me when I read about our 
volunteers and the great work that 
they do. It is certainly mates helping 
mates, so we achieved what we have 
started out to do. 

A special thanks to the Board 
members who have given so much 
time and effort in a really tough year.     

The rugby league family is a big 
one. We have mates across other 
supporting codes and many elite 
rugby players started their careers 
playing footy in Winter and cricket 
in Summer. The bouncer that 
hit cricketer Phil Hughes simply 
highlights that bad things can happen 
to great people. Our thoughts are with 
Phil’s family, friends and team mates 
as they are with the families of all 
those in our community doing it tough 
- especially at this time of the year.

This Christmas, as you sit down to 
decide between the ham or turkey - 
spare a thought for those in our rugby 
league family facing more delicate 
decisions. Every dollar counts.

Best wishes for the season. 
Ron Coote
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As a boy growing up at Narromine in western 
New South Wales, Steve Calder had just one 
dream - to play rugby league.

Calder would go to the local football club’s training 
sessions as a lad to watch his heroes strut their stuff 
ahead of matches in the Group 11 competition.

Not only did he go on to play first grade for Narromine 
at 17, he also played at the top level for Canterbury-
Bankstown, Norths in Brisbane and Corrimal in the 
Illawarra League.

While at Norths he won the Rothmans Medal as 
Brisbane’s best and fairest player in 1975 and was 
presented with his award by the Governor General, Sir 
John Kerr.

Steve Calder was a champion footballer, but more 
importantly, he is a champion bloke.

Wayne Bennett holds him in the highest regard, for his 
work as a member of the Broncos coaching staff from 
1990-97 and more recently for his endeavours with 
Men of League.

It is a mutual admiration society, with Steve in no doubt 
Wayne Bennett is a “one off” as the man who has 
taught him the most about life and football.

Calder was made a life member of the Men of League 
at Queensland’s 10th anniversary lunch at the Royal 
International Convention Centre in Brisbane in 
September, with Bennett a guest speaker.

Ill health has forced him to step down from full-time 
duties as Queensland state manager, but he remains 
active in the pursuit of the goals of the organisation.

Calder has never been one to hog the limelight, but he 
was back page news in the Dubbo press when former 
Great Britain international Phil Jackson, the coach of 
Narromine, promoted him from colts to first grade for a 
match against Forbes in 1970.

Dubbo High School headmaster Bill Gleeson was dead 
against it, but finally relented and Calder had a blinder 
marking NSW Country rep Peter Kennedy.

That year he toured Queensland with NSW Combined 
High Schools, the first Dubbo boy to achieve such a 
high honour.

St George secretary Frank Facer had him in his 
sights but was beaten to the punch by Canterbury-
Bankstown’s Peter Moore. In two injury plagued years 
with the club Calder managed 13 first grade games 
and played in the 1972 third grade grand final against 
a triumphant St George side steered around the park 
by former Test halfback Billy Smith.

But Steve couldn’t handle the Sydney lifestyle.

“I thought about returning to the bush but Bob Hagan, 
who had been my coach at Canterbury, talked me into 
moving to Brisbane to play for Norths, where he was in 
charge,” he recalled.

Calder was signed by Norths president Bob Bax, a 
Queensland coaching legend, on the back of a beer 
coaster, which is the way ‘Baxxy’ did things.

At the end of the 1973 season, Calder and Norths’ 
teammate Ralph Michaels joined Hull in England for a 
short stint and did so well under captain-coach Clive 
Sullivan, the famous Humberside club tried to sign 
them for another season.

Steve Calder is a man widely respected in rugby league for his contribution 
as a player, coach and Men of League driving force in Queensland.  

BY STEVE RICKETTS

GREAT LEAGUE SERVANT 
AND CHAMPION BLOKE

Steve Calder with Maroons legend Allan Langer.
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“It was one of the coldest winters on record, so we 
were ready to come home,” he said.

Besides, football wasn’t the only thing on Calder’s 
mind, with wedding bells set to chime.

He married his childhood sweetheart Suzanne 
McKinnon on December 6, 1974, at Narromine, and 
then settled in Brisbane.

Married life obviously agreed with Steve, because 
in 1975 he had a stellar season with Norths, playing 
lock for South Queensland against the touring NSW 
Country side at Lang Park.

Everyone expected that South Queensland side to 
also be the state side, with Barry Muir the coach 
of both outfits. But Muir, who was also in charge of 
Redcliffe, brought in Dolphins’ lock Ian Thinee for 
Calder.

“That was one of the great disappointments of my 
career,” Calder says. “I was in the frame for state 
selection in ‘76 and ‘77, but still didn’t get the call.’’

At the end of 1978 Steve and his Norths teammates 
were delivered the shattering news that the Devils 
were broke and could not pay them for the season.

Steve was owed $7000, a lot of money in those days, 
and although he wanted to stay in Queensland, he 
had to look after his family (Sue was pregnant with 
Nathan), and he took up a lucrative captain-coach 
position with Corrimal in the Illawarra league.

He worked as a coal miner and in four seasons with 
Corrimal got the club to two grand finals, without 
winning a premiership.

In 1979 he captained Illawarra against the touring 
British Lions, with the home side displaying plenty of 
fight before going down narrowly.

“Our coach, [former Test centre] Johnny Greaves told 
us not to fall into the trap of going the biff with the 
Poms but prop Kon Demos took no notice, and belted 
a few blokes, and it was on for young and old,” Calder 
said.

“The Poms had played a Test the day before, and 
some of their players were a bit knocked around, but 
they still had the class to get a win.”

Ten years later Steve was on the Illawarra Steelers’ 
first grade coaching staff when the club showed 
enormous courage in a 22-20 loss to the Brisbane 
Broncos in a classic National Panasonic Cup grand 
final at Parramatta Stadium.

Steve had coached the Steelers President’s Cup 
(under-21) side to an historic premiership in 1984, and 
he was that highly regarded, there were those at the 
club keen to see him take the first grade reins from 
Ron Hilditch in 1990.

It was not to be, for whatever reason, politics most 
likely.

But when one door closes and Broncos director Paul 
Morgan offered him a position as an assistant to 
Wayne Bennett.

He was the Broncos defence guru the year the club 
won its first premiership in 1992 and remained with the 
Broncos until 1997 when his outside commitments - he 
had bought a book shop - dictated he spend more time 
on the business.

Steve took Pellegrini Books from a $45,000 business 
turning over $300,000 a year to a multi-million dollar 
operation. But, in his own words, he worked his arse 
off.

In 2004, Steve took a phone call from Wayne Bennett, 
who was excited about the prospects for Men of 
League in Queensland after seeing first-hand the work 
of several committees in New South Wales.

A meeting to form a Queensland committee was 
held at the Caxton Hotel and Steve emerged as 
Queensland’s first chairman, a position he held until 
2011 when he moved into a fulltime role.

“Working with Men of League has been one of the 
most rewarding periods of my life,’” Calder said. “I 
don’t think I have met anyone from the 41 committees 
around the country, who I could say a bad word about.

“I think a lot of it is because of the down to earth nature 
of rugby league people.” 

Calder has this to say about Wayne Bennett.

“I’ve never met a guy like him, and I never will. When 
he speaks, everyone listens.

“Wayne is unique in his preparation, and so thorough, 
and he only got better, as his record shows.

“Wayne brought out a couple of books on life, and 
footy, and they were great sellers, and deservedly so. 
Most things he touches turn to gold.’”

Steve and Sue’s four children - Nathan, Nicky, 
Gabrielle and Brooke - no doubt think just as highly of 
their parents as they celebrate 40 years of marriage.
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With the festive season just around the corner, we 
are reminded of the importance of family - what 
a blessing it is to have one and how sometimes 

you choose a family outside of that which is flesh and blood.

Family is the focus not only of Christmas, but of the Men 
of League Christmas Appeal. In order to reach out and 
support the families who have been affected by injury, loss 
and tragedy, we are leaning on our own extended family to 
donate generously and help us raise much needed funds for 
those in a tough spot at this critical time of year. 

My first 12 months at the helm of this incredible organisation 
have proved to be as challenging and motivating as they 
have, rewarding and fulfilling. Over this time, I have watched 
our team grow in size, role and responsibility. 

Last month the whole team, including those based in 
Queensland, got together for a strategic planning meeting 
to see where we were at, look at where we have been and 
critique what we have achieved. We identified our new goals 
and how we intend to meet them  – but we still managed to 

squeeze in a laugh, the evidence of our group Christmas 
photo shoot will appear on Christmas cards soon. 

We have seen our welfare support improve substantially in 
the last 12 months, with new and improved processes and 
much more meaningful assistance to help transform lives. A 
big focus for our welfare efforts in the future will be directed at 
the major issue of mental illness in our community - an area 
in which we have seen there is noticeable need, with many in 
our rugby league family facing utter despair in relation to their 
circumstances. We are investigating ways in which we can 
provide better support in this area. 

The entire Men of League family can congratulate themselves 
- from hardworking committee members and staff, to the 
volunteers who tirelessly build up the organisation through 
donations and participation in fundraising events. 

A very big thank you to Bill Gilmour of Gilmour Tennis for 
the donation of a brand new bus, to John Singleton for his 
$50,000 donation during the grand final and to Jaycar’s 
Garry Johnston for his very generous support of Men of 
League over the past two years, and Bob Aldons from 
Northstar Motor Group for donating a Jeep to help raise 
funds for Men of League. 

On behalf of the entire Men of League family, I wish you and 
your family a very Merry Christmas and a safe and enjoyable 
holiday season!

MESSAGE  
FROM THE CEO



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 7

NEW SOUTH WALES

CANBERRA MONARO 
President: Noel Bissett 0407 597 533
Secretary: Susan Gerrard 0406 378 086

CENTRAL COAST  
President: Don Parish 0414 353 141
Secretary: Trevor Andrews 0412 694 857

CENTRAL WEST  
President: John Lasker 02 6852 2477
Secretary: Norm Cook 0458 658 827
 
FAR SOUTH COAST 
President: Terry Dickson 0429 449 058
Secretary: Damian Kennedy 0417 069 723

ILLAWARRA 
President: Peter Fitzgerald 0412 263 733
Secretary: Barry Harle 02 4229 1545

MACARTHUR/STH HIGHLANDS  
President: Ron McEntee 0448 118 789 
Secretary: Stephen Hazelton 0450 010 770   
 
MID NORTH COAST  
President: Brian Atherton 0427 523 818
Secretary: Kevin Rayment 0427 533 644

MID WEST  
President: Badger Babbage 0428 164 398
Secretary: Elwyn Lang 0429 721 266

NEWCASTLE HUNTER  
President: Garry Leo 0400 421 767

NORTH COAST  
President: Peter Barrett 0414 227 068
Secretary: Terry Clark 

NORTH WEST  
President: Don Pascoe 02 6742 1560
Secretary: Kevin Robinson 02 6760 5067

NORTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Neil Whittaker 0412 488 037
Secretary: Denis Bendall 0435 057 477

NORTHERN RIVERS  
Patron: Bob Abbott AM 
Secretary: Tony Cicchinelli 02 6621 3096
Media Officer: Barry Cheadle 02 6686 2977

NSW POLICE 
Patron: Andrew Scipione 
President: Dennis Clifford 0411 266 610

RIVERINA 
President: Dave Mulrooney 0438 017 428
Secretary: Ian Lloyd 0457 850 384

SOUTH COAST  
President: David Hayward 0405 102 361
Secretary: Ross Collins 0423 853 515

SOUTHERN SYDNEY  
President: Terry Hughes 0447 488 052
Secretary: Grahame Bowen 0400 355 500

SYDNEY METRO  
President: Henry Morris 0418 115 706
Secretary: Seamus O'Connell 0411 126 060

TWEED DISTRICT  
President: John Strong 0421 971 586

UPPER HUNTER  
President: Peter Ford 0421 805 235 
Vice President: Peter Collins 0419 763 279 

WESTERN REGION  
Secretary: Ross Tighe 02 6882 4649
Vice President: Bryson Luff 0438 058 563

WESTERN SYDNEY  
President: Steve Winbank 
Secretary: Garry O'Donnell 0418 699 257

TUGGERAH LAKES  
President: Denis Smith 
Secretary: Rod Wicks

QLD AND AFFILIATED STATES

BRISBANE  
President: Ron Atkins 07 3355 7271
Secretary: Vance Rennie 07 3350 6436

BUNDABERG DISTRICT  
President: Terry Dodd 0414 526 828
Secretary: Chris Sullivan 0407 425 563

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS  
President: Andrew Lawrence 0448 813 666
Secretary: Mick Roach 0400 638 249

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND  
President: Paul Fowler 0407 640 533
Secretary: John McAllister 0411 752 391

FRASER COAST 
President: Peter Stephensen 07 4122 2868
Secretary: Bob Wicks 0419 722 746

GLADSTONE  
President: Mark Graham 0431 709 476
Secretary: Chris Anderson 0404 543 216

GOLD COAST  
President: Ian Amos 0417 005 180
Secretary: Mick Toomey 0422 870 025

GOONDIWINDI 
President: Trevor Brown 07 4671 2882
Secretary: Col Trehearn 0427 712 679

GYMPIE  
President: Ross Groundwater 0408 825 466
Secretary: Greg Pountney 0432 397 974

MACKAY 
President: Owen Cunningham 0407 916 657  
 
ROCKHAMPTON  
President: Ron Milne
Secretary: Dominique McGregor

ROMA   
President: Owen Lingard 0400 496 507
Secretary: Julie Walton 0437 721 527      

SOUTHERN DIVISION   
President: Andrew O’Brien 0417 748 489
Secretary: John Dent 0400 046 214

SUNSHINE COAST  
President: Bob Hagan 0419 252 092
Secretary: Ross Meldrum 0418 500 928

TOWNSVILLE  
President: Tim Nugent 0419 730 700
Secretary: Terry Feeney 0488 000 899

VICTORIA  
President: Peter Foreman 0439 533 171
Secretary: Greg Brentnall 03 8412 4905

NORTHERN TERRITORY 
President: Dave Cannon 0428 895 211
Secretary: John Barry 0417 732 660

WESTERN AUSTRALIA  
President: James Sullivan 0414 733 083
Secretary: Justin Reid 0488 906 665

QLD STATE COMMITTEE
Qld State Manager: Steve Calder
President: Darryl Van de Velde
Committee: Ken Brown, Ben Ikin,  
Anthony Joseph, Mark Mackay, Mark Murray, 
Peter Psaltis, Justin Ribot, Wayne Roberts,  
Greg Veivers, Angelo Venardos, Tony Woodgate

YOUR MEN OF LEAGUE LOCAL CONTACTS



MEN OF LEAGUE DECEMBER 20148

Grand final winning coach Michael Maguire is 
keen to increase the involvement of former 
South Sydney players within the club after he 

saw the reaction of some of the Rabbitohs’ all-time 
greats to the 2014 premiership win.

“I took great pleasure in the enjoyment men like Bob 
McCarthy, John Sattler, Michael Cleary, Ron Coote, 
George Piggins, Craig Coleman, Mick Andrews, Sean 
Garlick, Jason Death and many more experienced 
from our efforts this year,” Maguire said. 

“We have a great club and some of the many reasons 
for this are our history, culture and traditions. South 
Sydney will always recognise the men who paved the 
way for what we have become today.” 

History is important to Maguire, as shown by his 
decision to take on the torturous Kokoda Trail weeks 
after bringing Souths their first premiership in 43 years.

While most people would expect the Souths coach 
to unwind in the lead-up to Christmas, he hasn’t had 
more than a couple of days break during the past year.

For two weeks after breaking the long premiership 
drought Souths players, officials and fans continued 
to celebrate with fan days, street parades, harbour 
cruises, dinners and official responsibilities. When 
things began to slow down, Maguire had to prepare for 
his Kokoda track walk. 

Along with Souths under-16s coach Jason Peterson, 
Maguire is involved in mentoring a group of Maroubra 
teenagers in an initiative known as the Young Guns 
Foundation. When the opportunity came for the group to 
fly to New Guinea and play a match against the Fuzzy 
Wuzzy Young Stars, they eagerly accepted the invitation. 

Maguire, assistant coach Wayne Collins and former 
Rabbitohs player and international winger Matt King, 

He brought South Sydney their first title since 1971 but, as masses of 
patient Rabbitohs fans continued to celebrate, he escaped to the highlands 
of PNG with a youth group. Next Michael Maguire wants to reconnect his 
club’s history with its new age success. BY BARRY ROSS

MAGUIRE SHOWS RESPECT TO 
SOUTHS’ AND NATION’S PAST 

Victory. A jubilant Michael Maguire celebrates with Dylan Walker and Jason Clark. Photo: DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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accompanied the group and supervised several 
coaching sessions with the locals. 

A match was played at Sogeri, 45km east of Port 
Moresby and was won 22-10 by the Young Guns. 
It was played on Monday 3 November, which is a 
significant day in Australian military history as it was 
on that date 72 years ago that the Australian Army 
recaptured Kokoda from the Japanese. 

After the coaching commitments were completed, 
the 96km Kokoda track was next. “It was an amazing 
experience for all of us,” said Maguire. “Physically I 
was okay but it certainly is a mental challenge. The 
walk brought me back to the basics of life, from the 
high of our grand final win back to reality.

‘We walked in and out of several villages. They had 
no power, no nothing, yet the people were happy and 
always smiling.”

Maguire returned from New Guinea on 4 November 
and 12 days later flew out to Flagstaff, Arizona, 130km 
south-east of the Grand Canyon, for some altitude 
training with his South Sydney squad. 

There will be little respite before his side undertakes 
the defending of their crown in late January. The 
Auckland Nines begin on 31 January, then comes the 
Charity Shield against arch-rivals St George Illawarra 
on 7 February followed by the Return to Redfern trial 
match against the Northern Pride on 14 February. Next 
comes a long plane flight to England for the World 
Club Challenge on 22 February, while the competition 
proper begins on 5 March.

Regarded as one of the most intelligent and thorough 
coaches in Australian sport, Maguire spends hours 
each week analysing the modern day trends of league. 

While the wrestle has been a major topic as the bane 
of the modern game, the South Sydney coach does 
not believe it has become too dominant. “It has been in 
the game forever and the players are just getting better 
at it. Teams are adapting to it more quickly nowadays, 
while the way it is policed has a big impact.”

The 40-year-old Maguire was a some-time first grader 
as a player in the 1990s who played 11 first grade 
games for Canberra over four seasons and six for 
Adelaide in the Super League season of 1997. He 
was a PE teacher who gradually climbed the ranks 
of coaching after starting in strength and conditioning 
at the Raiders before becoming an assistant coach 
and reserve grade coach before moving to Melbourne 
where he was Craig Bellamy’s assistant in 2004-09 
and then leaving for his two seasons at Wigan that 
brought two major trophies, an English Super League 

championship in 2010 and the English Challenge Cup 
win with Wigan in 2011.

In the NRL he has 54 wins from 80 matches for a 
success rate of 67.5. This compares favourably with 
the rates of Trent Robinson at 71 per cent, Craig 
Bellamy 67 per cent, Wayne Bennett 62 per cent, 
Geoff Toovey 62 per cent and Des Hasler 60 per cent. 

“Coaching Souths has made a huge impact on me,” he 
enthused. “I didn’t realise how big the Souths club is 
but in saying that we want to achieve a lot more, both 
on and off the field. 

“We have a great all round team and this includes the 
players, my coaching staff, the club administration and 
the fans. We all want to achieve the same thing. 

“Russell Crowe has been a tremendous positive for 
us. He enjoys what we are achieving. James Packer is 
another great addition to our club. His business nous 
and the people with whom he is involved will bring a lot 
to us and to our game. 

“We will miss Sam Burgess next year but he left a 
legacy. His three brothers are quality and humble kids, 
and while they had excellent seasons in 2014, they will 
get better next year. I also expect our new forwards, 
Glenn Stewart and Tim Grant, to fit in right from the 
start. We were lucky to sign such talented men.”

Although he will be working hard right up until 
Christmas, Maguire is looking forward to a few days’ 
break with his wife Jo and playing Santa Claus for his 
three young children. 

Then it is back to the grindstone for a man with a 
large work ethic and focus, but who has used the 
mass jubilation and hype of Rabbitohs glory, and the 
isolation of backward Papua New Guinea, to give him 
perspective on life.

On the Kokoda Trail weeks later.
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DECEMBER 2014

02 Dec Illawarra Kick Off Club Collies Club

05 Dec Mid North Coast Group 3 Hall of Fame Wingham Services Club

05 Dec Newcastle Golf Day Merewether Golf Club

05 Dec North Coast NSW Race Day Coffs Harbour

06 Dec Upper Hunter Bowls Day Scone RSL

11 Dec Sunshine Coast Christmas Luncheon Mooloolaba Surf Club

17 Dec Brisbane Kick Off Club Bronco’s Leagues Club

21 Dec Tweed District Christmas Function Coolangatta Sands Hotel

JANUARY 2015

18 Jan Far South Coast Golf Day Eden Gardens Country Club

FEBRUARY

12 Feb Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

18 Feb Brisbane Kick Off Club Broncos Leagues Club

20 Feb Tweed District Sportsmen’s Lunch Cudgen Leagues Club

21 Feb Queensland Race Day Gold Coast Turf Club

27 Feb Bundaberg Kick Off Club Salter Oval

27 Feb Gold Coast Gold Coast Internationals Dinner Burleigh Bears Leagues

27 Feb Queensland An Afternoon with Steve Calder Broncos Leagues Club

MARCH

27 Mar Bundaberg Kick Off Club Salter Oval

APRIL

09 Apr Sunshine Coast Kick Off Club Mooloolaba Surf Club

12 Apr Tweed District Social Function Billinudgel Hotel

15 Apr Brisbane Kick Off Club Broncos Leagues Club

24 Apr Bundaberg Kick Off Club Salter Oval

MAY

01 May Tweed Heads Golf Day Coolangatta Tweed Heads G.C

08 May Brisbane Golf Day Broncos Leagues Club

22 May Bundaberg Golf Day North Bundaberg Golf Club

22 May Sunshine Coast State of Origin Luncheon Mooloolaba Surf Club

29 May Bundaberg Kick Off Club Salter Oval

30 May Tweed District Day at the Dogs Border Park, Tweed Heads

Events are subject to change

MEN OF LEAGUE EVENTS CALENDAR
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In 2002 rugby league legend John ‘Bomber’ Peard 
suffered a serious stroke which left him with little 
movement down the left hand side of his body, 

making even the simplest everyday task a struggle. 

In September the Men of League Foundation hosted 
a benefit night for Peard to raise the funds needed 
for him to undertake ground-breaking treatment that 
has reported success in reversing the side effects of 
stroke. The evening was incredible, rallying the rugby 
league community and ensuring John could make it to 
America to undergo the revolutionary procedure.

On Monday 17 November ‘The Bomber’ departed 
Sydney International Airport and headed to the 
United States to embark on a journey which he hoped 
would result in an extraordinary improvement on his 
condition.

John visited the Institute of Neurological Recovery in 
California, the centre that developed the innovative 
treatment which can rapidly improve the neurological 
status of patients following stroke or brain injury, even 
years after the incident occurred. 

John’s wife Christine and daughter Amanda travelled 
with him to America and have kept Men of League up 
to date on John’s progress. 

Early results have been overwhelmingly positive with 
the dizziness that John suffered subsiding, as well as 
John having greater clarity and being able to open his 
hands, which once took great exertion. We have also 

‘BOMBER’ KICKS A GOAL IN U.S.
BY NERISSA MAGEE

received reports that movement in his shoulder has 
increased from 60 degrees of movement prior to the 
procedure to almost 95 degrees. John has also noticed 
he has greater mobility in his left leg.

Doctors have indicated that it is hoped that these early 
signs will continue to improve over the next four to six 
weeks.

John would like to extend his appreciation to everyone 
who helped make his journey a reality – thanking those 
who contributed to the evening and supported him as 
well as acknowledging Roger Lindeman from Virgin for 
donating his flight to the United States. 

On behalf of Men of League we would like to wish 
John all the best on his road to recovery, we hope the 
treatment continues to be a success and will keep you 
updated on his progress.
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The pinnacle fundraising event in the Men of 
League calendar was this year’s gala dinner, 
presented by One Solutions. It brought together 

the rugby league community and some of the highest 
profile players in the NRL, raising about $120,000 for 
charity that supports the game.  

Held at The Star in Sydney on Wednesday 1 October, 
more than 500 guests rubbed shoulders with the likes 
of NRL CEO Dave Smith and chairman John Grant, 
Sharks players John Morris and Beau Ryan, along 
with retiring Braith Anasta. The players were joined 
by Parramatta’s Ben Smith and Newcastle’s Anthony 
Quinn who also retired after the 2014 season as our 
NRL retirees were paid special tribute. 

But the biggest applause was saved for a host of the 
game’s greatest players from the 1963 Kangaroos. 
Captained by legendary Arthur Summons, the team 
boasted some of the biggest names in rugby league 
history including Reg Gasnier, John Raper, Graeme 
Langlands and Peter Gallagher. The ’63 squad was 
voted by a Men of League panel in 2013 as the 
greatest Kangaroos side ever.

The night also paid tribute to the courage and bravery 
of Alex Walker, whose neck was broken while playing 
league and former international and active Men of 
League member John Peard.

Men of League CEO Corene Strauss said: “The gala 
dinner gives the broader rugby league community an 
amazing opportunity to join the finest in our game for a 
wonderful night of acknowledgement and celebration.

“The night was marked as a special occasion as two of 
our game’s greats, John Peard and Arthur Summons, 
were inducted as Parkview Honourees. 

“The dinner is the biggest fundraising event of the 
year and vital to our ability to provide welfare to men, 
women and children in the rugby league community.

“This event plays a crucial role in raising the funds we 
need to help those that need a hand. Our Foundation 
provides a range of services and offers of support, 
including medical expenses, rehabilitation and nursing 
home equipment, grants and scholarship assistance, 
counselling, social contact and promoting and 
supporting fundraising events.

“We are indebted to the many people who attended 
the event, donated items for auction or purchased 
raffle tickets in support of the dinner. We are humbled 
by the support and simply thrilled to be able to 
continue the welfare work which is the very reason for 
our existence. We thank One Solutions for their kind 
sponsorship and helping make the night possible.”

‘63 KANGAROOS HONOURED 
AT GALA DINNER

The 1963 Kangaroos who were honoured at the gala dinner.
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Former Test winger Lionel Williamson was 
recognised for his contribution to the code when 
he was named a Men of League honouree at 

the 10th anniversary Queensland lunch in Brisbane on 
25 September.

Lionel was a blockbusting winger with a turn of pace 
which made him one of the genuine crowd pleasers of 
the 1960s and ‘70s.

A product of the Innisfail Brothers club in North 
Queensland, Williamson played 11 Tests for Australia, 
his last appearance in the home side’s series deciding 
win over Great Britain at the SCG in 1974. He played 
123 first grade matches for Newtown in Sydney, and in 
2008 was named in the ‘Bluebags’ team of the century.

Lionel played three matches for NSW after having 
represented Queensland 10 times between 1964 and 
‘68. He also had a stint in England with Halifax.

On his retirement from first class football, he worked 
briefly as a coal miner, before devoting himself to the 
mentoring of young men at St Augustine’s School in 
Cairns. His reputation as a classic runner also earned 
him a stint as North Queensland Cowboys’ sprint coach.

Lionel’s commitments with St Augustine’s meant he 
was unable to attend the 10th anniversary lunch, 
but he recorded a video acceptance speech, which 
was well received by the 800 guests at the Royal 
International Convention Centre. His daughter, Kerrie 
received the award on his behalf.

Foundation Queensland Men of League chairman 
Steve Calder was presented with life membership by 
Brisbane Broncos chief executive Paul White. Guest 
speakers included Men of League CEO Corene 
Strauss, Wayne Bennett and 2004 Melbourne Cup 
winning jockey Glen Boss.

The function was hosted by Channel 9’s Sam Squiers, 
and there were performances by ‘The Voice’ contestant, 
Megan Longhurst and Australia’s number 1 ventriloquist 
Darren Carr.

The function was a huge success, raising a six figure 
sum for Men of League.

WILLIAMSON HONOURED

Calling it quits … retiring NRL players (from left) Braith Anasta, Matt Hilder, Anthony Quinn, Ben Smith, John Morris, Brett White, Anthony Minichiello and Beau Ryan 
at the gala dinner in Sydney.
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Almost four decades since its inception, the 
World Club Challenge is about to be given 
a major revamp when, next February, the 

number of competing teams jumps from two to six.

Representing the NRL will be premiers South Sydney, 
Brisbane and St George Illawarra. Super League 
champions St Helens will be accompanied by Wigan 
and Warrington.

To be played in the UK, it will be known as the World 
Club Series.

“For too long rugby league has decided that it has 
very limited boundaries,’’ said Souths chief executive 
Shane Richardson.

“This is a genuine attempt at club level to try and take 
the game to another level.

“You’ve got to start somewhere. It’s not about climbing 
to the top of Everest – it’s about setting up a base camp.”

For a concept that looked like an occasional novelty, 
it’s quite the revival.

The checkered life of the WCC, a showdown between 
the northern and southern hemisphere champions, 
began in 1976 as a planned one-off match between St 
Helens and Eastern Suburbs. 

The match was played on a Tuesday afternoon at 
the SCG in front of a bumper crowd of 26,856. The 
Roosters won 25-2, then accepted a challenge from 
an Auckland representative team who had also beaten 
the touring English club.

“They questioned our right to be called world 
champions,’’ recalled former Easts centre Mark Harris.

“So we said ‘ok, if that’s the way you feel about it’. So we 
flew over to New Zealand and gave Auckland a hiding.

“We took everything we did seriously – I mean, we had 
Jack Gibson as coach. He’d break our legs if we didn’t.”

Then, after this spontaneous ‘second’ World Club 
Challenge the fixture disappeared for 11 years when 
after the 1987 Australian season Manly took on Wigan 
in England, with the home side winning 8-2 (all goals) 
at Central Park before over 36,000 people.

It was first played in 1976 between the Roosters and St Helens but was 
spasmodic until 2000. Next February the World Club Challenge breaks new 
territory with six teams involved. BY ADAM HAWSE

TAKING ON A WHOLE NEW ‘WORLD’
Sonny Bill Williams on the charge against Wigan in February 2014.
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It’s now a focal point on the rugby league calendar, but 
there’s a belief the WCC doesn’t go far enough, thus 
the overhaul for 2015.

“You look at the NFL – they’re trying to expand into 
England – and the AFL’s playing games overseas 
whenever they can,’’ explains Richardson. 

“Well, we’ve actually got international rugby league but 
we’ve never really capitalised on it because we’ve only 
thought about it insularly in Australia and England.

“This can take rugby league to a new scale on the 
world stage and who knows where it goes from there? 

“I envisage these World Club Challenges being played 
in different locations as people bid for them.”

There was a time when that kind of talk would have 
had drawn plenty of laughs.

Between 1987 and 1991, there were three WCCs 
staged – all played in England, just a week or so after 
the NSWRL grand final.

“We didn’t prepare ourselves like you would even for a 
trial match,’’ recalled Royce Simmons of Penrith’s bid 
in ’91. 

“We had just won our first premiership – so you can 
imagine how big a party that was. Then we hopped on 
a plane to play Wigan, who were a really good side 
and who couldn’t wait to take us on.

“Quite a few players didn’t even go - I think MG (Mark 
Geyer) ‘misplaced’ his passport.”

When the Panthers arrived in England they were 
allowed one night on the town by coach Phil Gould, 
then trained Monday and Tuesday, before playing 
Wednesday at Liverpool’s Anfield Stadium.

“Their comp had only just started so Wigan took it very 
seriously,” said prop Paul “Nobby” Clarke. “They were 
fresh and had a stack of internationals. The first time 
I took a soft hit-up and got smashed I thought ‘oops I 
better get into this’.

“We lost 21-4 but they only scored two tries. We had a 
go but it was always going to be a surprise if we won.”

The schedule weighed heavily in favour of English 
clubs, particularly as they also had home ground 
advantage. 

It was too much for Manly in ‘87 and Canberra in ’89. 
Brisbane were given a few more weeks to prepare 
after their maiden premiership in 1992 and became the 
first Australian team to win a WCC in England, beating 
Wigan 22-8.

In 1994, Wigan turned that around with a 20-14 triumph 
when they travelled here to play the Broncos mid-season 
at Brisbane’s ANZ Stadium. It was a massive event and 
drew a whopping 54,220 fans on a Wednesday night.

“They had Martin Offiah, Jason Robinson, Phil Clarke, 
Gary Connolly, Denis Betts – if they had a salary cap 
they would have blown it five times over,’’ said former 
Bronco Wendell Sailor.

Apart from Super League’s trans-hemisphere 
tournament in 1997, the WCC was mothballed until 
2000, chiefly because of logistical problems.

When it returned, the match was shifted to January-
February, meaning Australia’s champions no longer 
had to back-up straight after a grand final. 

But leaving our summer to play a pre-season game 
in freezing conditions on the other side of the world 
provided its own obstacles and the English dominance 
continued. 

Brad Fittler and his victorious Roosters in 2003. Manly get the winning feeling in 2012.

Ph
ot

os
: D

AI
LY

 T
EL

EG
R

AP
H



MEN OF LEAGUE DECEMBER 201416

A CONCEPT NOT SO SUPER
To the players it sounded brilliant – a three-week trip to 
Europe and the possibility of winning $1 million.

But while Super League’s extraordinarily ambitious 
World Club Challenge in 1997 was rich in prizemoney, 
it was poor in what mattered most - giving fans bang 
for their buck.

European Super League teams just couldn’t keep up 
with their Australasian counterparts in a competition 
featuring 22 teams across two hemispheres, run in 
three stages.

The results were embarrassing - in one game Raiders 
winger Ken Nagas scored six tries as Canberra beat 
Halifax 70-6. 

The finals structure was a farce as well, with Penrith 
missing the quarter-finals despite winning all six 
games. From the European pool, Bradford and  
St Helens qualified despite losing all six games.

Not surprisingly crowds were poor – just 10,000 turned 
up for the final between Brisbane and Hunter Mariners.

Their champions won seven of the next nine fixtures, 
again prompting talk from the southern hemisphere 
about the relevance of the concept.

Since 2009 however, the tables have turned. NRL 
teams have won five of the past six games, the most 
recent being the Roosters’ 36-14 win over Wigan at 
Allianz Stadium in February. For the reigning premiers, 
it’s now a goal to combine the Telstra Premiership with 
the World Club Challenge trophy.

“In 2011 we definitely wanted to win,’’ said Dragons 
captain Ben Creagh. 

“As soon as we finished the premiership that was the 
next thing on our mind – trying to win the World Club 
Challenge. We went over there and trained hard – like 
we were playing a grand final – and ended up getting 
the result, which was great.

“It’s a long way to go and have a holiday. You want to go 
and do your club proud which is what we did in 2011 and 
we’ll be going over with the same attitude next year.”

Although they accepted an invitation from English 
organisers to participate in the inaugural World 
Club Series, the Dragons can’t be crowned world 
champions like they were in ’11 after beating Wigan.

“After we won that final, to be honest we didn’t feel like 
world champions. The Hunter Mariners did a good job 
to get there, but they weren’t an established side – it 
wasn’t like we’d beaten St Helens or the Bulldogs,” 
recalled Wendell Sailor.

“We just knew if we got beat we’d be called chokers. It 
didn’t feel like a real World Club Challenge.”

The tournament made a staggering loss of $5 million.

“It was ill-conceived, it was rushed … the concept was 
years ahead of its time but it was too far ahead of its 
time,’’ said Shane Richardson, who was the CEO of 
Cronulla in ‘97.  “The game got ahead of itself.”

One of the few “highlights” was a fierce fight between 
Brisbane’s ‘Raging Bull’ Gorden Tallis and Wigan’s 
Terry O’Connor.

“He and Gordie were going at it all game, then all of 
a sudden I think Terry O’Connor called him a ‘convict’ 
and that’s all Gordy needed to set him off,’’ said Sailor.

“Gordy unleashed 12 punches straight to his head. But 
O’Connor somehow gave Gordie a busted nose then 
said ‘is that the best you’ve got?’.”

They will play just one game, against Warrington on 
February 20. The next day the Broncos face Wigan, 
before the real title tussle is held on the 22nd between 
respective champions Souths and St Helens.

“It’s great for international rugby league,’’ said Creagh. 
“To have three NRL teams go over and play three 
Super League teams on the one weekend – I think it 
will have plenty of benefits and I can see them doing it 
for years to come.”

The players who have been part of this evolution, are 
also excited at what lies ahead.

“I think it will be a success,’’ said Simmons. 
“Sometimes we’re guilty of thinking rugby league is 
for NSW and Queensland only. We need to broaden 
our horizons.”

After breaking a 43-year premiership drought, Souths 
are now hungry for whatever silverware they can get 
their hands on.

“It’s a great opportunity to take the Rabbitohs brand all 
over the world,’’ said Richardson. 

“We’ve proved what we can do in Australia and we’ve 
got big plans to do it internationally.”
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OUR CLUBGRANTS SUPPORTERS 
Men of League would like to thank the following clubs for their generous support through the 2014 ClubGRANTS 
program. Our Residential Care and Rehabilitation program greatly benefits from this funding and we are therefore 
able to assist more people in the rugby league community who have fallen on difficult times.
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As punters hurry past to head to the gambling 
tables or local workers gather for their regular 
Friday night drink to celebrate the end of 

another working week, a group of middle-aged blokes 
smile and shake hands as their numbers gradually 
swell at Jupiters Hotel and Casino on the Gold Coast.

It’s almost three decades since they played varying roles 
in one of the most celebrated rugby league squads in 
the game’s history but some are clearly recognised by 
passers-by. They have an obvious bond and pride about 
who they are, although footballers old or new never need 
prompting to take the mickey out of each other.

They are Parramatta Eels of 1981-86, the club’s 
golden era that is unlikely ever to be repeated: 
premierships one, two and three from 1981-83, beaten 
grand finalists in 1984 and premiers again in 1986.

Little did they think when the first of these reunions 
was put together by Ray Price, as an expanded signing 
session at Caves Beach, south of Newcastle in the late 
1990s, that their beloved club would still be waiting to 
see its next group of premiership champions.

Present at the mid-November reunion were 
international Eels Bob O’Reilly, Michael Cronin, Ray 
Price, Peter Wynn and Steve Ella, 1986 hooker 
Michael Moseley, rugged prop from Brisbane Chris 
Phelan, Kevin ‘Stumpy’ Stevens, local juniors Neil 
Hunt, Graeme Atkins, Paul Mares, ’81 fullback Steve 
McKenzie, current chairman Steve Sharp and Brian 
Jackson who debuted under coach John Monie in 
1986. Another regular is trainer Jersey Komorowski, 
also a former Eels player.

Brett Kenny and Eric Grothe were notable absentees 
in the first gathering they have missed for years. Also 
missing were Steve Edge, John Muggleton, Stan 
Jurd, Paul Taylor, David Liddiard, Ron Hilditch, Peter 
Sterling, Gary Martene, Mark Laurie and Michael 
Delroy who have attended over the years.

Peter Wynn, an Eel from 1979 to 1990 and now owner 
of a successful Parramatta sports store, has been the 

chief organiser of the annual event since it has been 
based at Broadbeach for the past three years while 
Price, now domiciled in the NSW-Queensland border, 
was the earlier driving force.

A large part of the glue that bonds this group is that 
most of them were locally developed and just about 
all came to prominence during those glory days at 
Parramatta, with only rugby international (but local 
boy from Dundas) Price who became an Eel in 1976, 
Cronin, a Test player from country Gerringong when 
coach Terry Fearnley finally enticed him to the club in 
1977, and Edge who had won two titles with St George, 
and Stevens the exceptions. 

O’Reilly, the first Eels local junior to play for Australia 
from the club, created a second coming as a player 
when he returned to the club in 1980 before playing a 
prominent role in the club’s breakthrough first grade title 
in 1980 (Panasonic Cup) and initial premiership. So too 
was Stevens, who was part of Jack Gibson’s Roosters 
champion team of 1975 but had been struggling with a 
dodgy knee in the twilight of his career.

A freakish coming together of local talent was the 
cornerstone of the 80s success, as well as the 
overriding influence of coach of the century Gibson. 
Something Gibson said or did will still crop up in 
conversation as the reminiscing gathers speed, as will 
memories of ’85-89 coach Monie.

It is a generation ago when the Parramatta Eels boasted a premiership team 
but the bond between those who played in some or all of their four grand 

final victories of the 1980s is evident at their annual reunions. BY NEIL CADIGAN

EELS’ LAST CHAMPIONS 
RETAIN SPECIAL BOND

Eels of old: Steve McKenzie, Paul Mares, Michael Cronin (obscured), 
Bob O’Reilly, Peter Wynn, Graeme Atkins and Jersey Komorowski.
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Ella and Grothe played together at Mt Pritchard since 
they were eight, Hunt, Kenny, Ella, Atkins, Moseley, 
Sharp, Delroy, Liddiard, Hilditch, Muggleton, Jackson, 
Sharp, Taylor and McKenzie were all local lads, 
although McKenzie was brought to the club after 
playing for reserve grade coach John Monie at Woy 
Woy and Muggleton played six first grade games for 
Balmain in 1979 before heading home. 

Wynn was a 21 year old from Werris Creek who made 
his first grade debut in 1979 and was picked for NSW 
less than three months later; Phelan came from Souths 
in the Brisbane competition at age 27, Jurd had played 
29 first grade games for Norths before becoming a 
NSW State of Origin player and premiership winner in 
his first season as an Eel in 1983 while Sterling was an 
18-year-old schoolboy when he left Wagga in 1978.

The annual Golf Coast weekend starts with Friday 
night at the casino, Saturday afternoon at the races by 
some or a quite beer at a surf club by others, Sunday 
winding down before departure and handshakes and 
“see you next year” farewells.

“Pricey started it when he organised us to get together 
to sign some jerseys for someone, and we stayed at 
cabins and we came up with the idea to do it again,” 
said Wynn. “It’s been a matter of picking up the baton 
and doing something since and I’ve been happy to 
ensure it kept going in recent years.

“When you’re in a team situation a good bond 
develops anyway because you train together so often 
and are trying to achieve such a big common goal of 
winning a premiership for yourselves, your club and 

fans,” said Wynn. “But you don’t get a lot of time to talk 
a lot one on one about the other parts of our lives.

“But when we go on these trips away now we get a 
really good opportunity to talk about our lives after 
football and family and individual aspects and get 
a real perspective of what we are each doing in our 
personal lives.

“We’ve been retired footballers now a lot longer than 
when we were footballers and been catching up 
for nearly 20 years. And while there is a bond that 
will never be broken because what we achieved at 
Parramatta, we’ve developed a bond as post-footy 
mates too.

“I suppose the fact no Parramatta team since has 
won a premiership locks us together even more, 
makes us even more select as a group. It was a 
different time then; we all worked, there were no 
player managers or saturated coverage of the game 
like there is now.

“In those days players came through the local juniors 
wanting to play for the Eels and it was natural that they 
did, and that was a big feature of our success, but now 
they get head-hunted by other clubs and not near as 
many juniors come through.

“None of us would have thought we’d be getting 
together 28 years later as the last premiership players 
from Parramatta and that topic obviously comes up 
and Sharpy is the only one still involved with the club 
in an official capacity and you can see how passionate 
he is about fixing that.”

The champions Eels squad of 1982, with plenty of familiar 
faces who still catch up at least once a year.
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For Queensland league legend Trevor Gillmeister 
it was an experience that put footy, and life, into 
perspective.

It was a physical challenge as great as anything he’d 
encountered, and this is a bloke who disconnected an 
antibiotic drip in hospital and played State of Origin 
hours later.

‘Gilly’ walked from Townsville to Brisbane, nearly 
1500km, in a month - averaging 46km a day to raise 
money for and awareness of asbestos cancer. 

His father Ron died of mesothelioma in 2008 and 
three years ago Trevor became an ambassador for 
the Asbestos Related Disease Support Society. With 
their funding limited, he decided he wanted to make 
one big fund-raising effort and came up with the idea 
of the walk after reading a book I wrote on my late son 
Andrew’s walk around Australia to raise money for 
cancer research.

In between planning the walk and starting it, he 
became unemployed. But that did not deter him. 
He left Townsville with Cowboys he’d assisted in 
Queensland Origin camps, Brent Tate and Matt Scott, 
by his side and trooped off – with little preparation but 
a belly full of determination.

Four days in, two hours walk north of Proserpine, he 
was with former Roosters teammate Mick McLean 
when he turned his ankle on a small rock and suffered 
what he later found was a stress fracture of the ankle. 

Trevor ‘The Axe’ Gillmeister had an idea to raise funds to assist families 
affected by asbestos cancer that killed his father. He had no idea what he 
put himself in for ... or the rewards he would receive. BY NEIL CADIGAN

“There will be a few blokes laughing at that and 
thinking, that’d be right, mixing with Mick is still getting 
you into strife,” he laughed.

Gilly walked three more hours that day in pain, iced the 
ankle all night, and trooped on for another 27 days and 
1300km. Those who played alongside him wouldn’t be 
surprised.

Gilly is a determined bugger. And this was a conquest 
he was passionate about.

And by the time he’d finished, he’d realised football, 
which has been his life, was just a sport. The 
generosity and emotion he received from others, and 
the tragedy suffered by some, were far greater than 
winning NRL matches or even being without a job.

Asked to compare what he had just done and the 
positive effect he’d had on people compared to what 
he had achieved in rugby league, Gilly paused for a 
moment and said: “It probably outweighs it, because 
it’s about life and death. Sport’s not life and death, 
although some people treat it that way.”

The 50-year-old was blown away by the human spirit 
during those 31 days during which he had by his 
side Sandra Williamson, whose mother died from 
mesothelioma just months earlier, and her 16-year-old 
son Aidan, and for much of the journey Sandra’s father 
Don, who was once a regular tennis partner of his 
long-time mate Rod Laver.

“I knew a lot of people loved their footy, especially 
Queenslanders,” he says. “But a majority of the talk 
along the way was about asbestos diseases. It blew 
me away how many people have been affected by it 
and my great fear is that we’re about to have a whole 
new wave because of the popularity of do-it-yourself 
renovation.

“People were coming off their farms and their tractors 
and coming over and crying on my shoulder. I’m not 
a real emotional bloke, but I sort of went ‘holy hell’. It 
really affected me.

“Hopefully we’ve saved a few lives along the way 
because people might start thinking we’ll check this 

TAKING AN AXE TO ASBESTOS

Former Queensland winger Alan McIndoe with Trevor Gillmeister at a rural 
letter box en route.
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out [possible presence of asbestos when doing home 
renovations] before they start.”

Gilly looks like he’ll raise about $150,000 for the 
cause. People who were living on the seat of their 
pants would slip him money they couldn’t afford to part 
with. 

“I had people who had old beat up cars and a month to 
go on the rego and doing it tough, and they’d give me 
$50 cash because an aunty or uncle had lost their lives 
to the disease.

“I’ll never forget our stay at the Koumala Hotel (south 
of Mackay). I watched the grand final there and took 
a Queensland Origin training shirt to give away for the 
winner of a pick the score competition. A woman won it 
and it was like she had won Lotto.

“There’s I think 20 permanent residents in the town 
and they were all at the pub. We left there that night 
with $1800. I signed all these stubby coolers we’d had 
made and gave them out. One bloke said ‘keep that 
one mate’ and when I got to my room I found he’d put 
$400 in it.

“One of the locals insisted she make us (his team of 
seven) breakfast before we left next morning. She 
opened at six, gave us a great feed, wouldn’t take any 
money for it and gave me $200 as we left.

“It sort of opened my mind that 98 per cent of people 
are good people. We spent too much time worried 
about the two per cent.”

A pig farmer near Gympie donated $1000 and said if 
he was short of his $150,000 target he’d provide more 
to make sure he got there.

Another he met en route lost his father to the disease 
a week later and buried him while Gilly was walking. 
He asked that rather than people send flowers, they 
donate to Gilly’s cause … and $1300 was donated.

His great mate McLean, who owns a pub in Bowen, 
sent two employees as support crew and they’d 
go ahead and have meals waiting at lunch, drinks, 
and clean up afterwards, and meet them at their 
destination that night. ARDSS volunteers drove the 
two support vehicles provided by Jeep in shifts. The 
Queensland Former Origin Greats provided funding 
and support, with several Queensland companies and 
the CMFEU.

Along the way he had Origin players Allan McIndoe, 
McLean, Darren Smith, Jason Hetherington, Allan 
Langer, Martin Lang, John Cartwright, Mark Hohn, Ben 
Ikin and Gary Larson walk part of the way.

Since he finished at Bishop Park where his first 
grade career began with Norths Devils 30 years ago, 
Gillmeister has continued to be an advocate and 
has met with government officials, lobby and support 
groups and has vowed to continue the fight to make 
people aware of the danger in contact with asbestos 
dust which is in over 200 products including for 
example, he says, cheap Chinese made hair dryers.

He still doesn’t have a job but that too is not as big an 
issue as it might once have been. “That’s the least of 
my worries compared to people affected by this terrible 
disease; that’s a lot worse than having a job.”

You can still donate to Gilly’s wonderful effort. 
Go to - https://give.everydayhero.com/au/
walkforawareness2014

Daughter Brooke embraces her dad in Brisbane as he approached the finishing line with his support team.
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Three years into retirement and fast approaching 
his 40th birthday, Adam MacDougall still looks 
fit enough to embark on an NRL comeback.

Yet the Mad Dog isn’t crazy enough to wish for another 
shot at the big time.

“I watch the game now and I admit when I see some of 
the hits I think - why the hell did I  do that for so long,’’ 
he laughed.

“When I saw James Graham iron out a few blokes in 
the finals, I thought ‘glad I don’t do that anymore’.’’

These days MacDougall is a businessman and staying 
fit is his new game.

Instead of scoring tries he’s helping blokes lose weight 
with his ‘Man Shake’ - a weight-loss drink that carries 
the slogan “lose the beer gut without losing the beers”.

It’s a product inspired by some of MacDougall’s 
former teammates who, let’s say, enjoyed the fruits of 
retirement just a little too much for their own good.

“A lot of the blokes I used to play footy with had put on 
a fair bit of bulge when they retired,’’ said the former 
Knights champion.

“I’d stayed in quite good shape so they’d ask me what 
my secret was. I said to them a big part of my daily 
routine was these shakes.

“I was making shakes at home with my secret recipe, 
so I decided to actually make it mainstream. “

The shakes, along with weight-loss bars, are sold with 
a “tip sheet” on how to improve your general wellbeing. 

MacDougall, who played 11 Origins for NSW and 11 
Tests for Australia, says legends like Scott Sattler, 
Gorden Tallis, Jason Stevens, Danny Buderus and 
Brad Fittler are big fans of his product.

“And Joey (Andrew Johns) is addicted to my chocolate 
bars - he’s one of my best clients,’’ he said.

He was tagged ‘Mad Dog’ because of his eccentric ways during his playing 
career but Adam MacDougall used his inquisitive mind to chase a  

post-football career. BY ADAM HAWSE

MACDOUGALL’S SECRET 
RECIPE FOR SUCCESS

“Joey is addicted to my 
chocolate bars - he’s one of 
my best clients”
Most satisfying for the two-time premiership winner is 
the fact he’s providing a helping hand to males looking 
to improve their wellbeing. It annoyed MacDougall that 
most dietary products were aimed only at women. It’s 
why he named his company “Cranky Health”.

Now he has production warehouses in Brisbane 
and Melbourne while head office is in MacDougall’s 
hometown of Newcastle. With extensive business 
credentials behind her, wife Belinda calls the shots.

“I’m used to being bossed around at home, so 
there’s no difference being bossed around at work!’’ 
MacDougall laughed. “I’m very lucky to have her 
around.’’

But the Man Shake didn’t just appear overnight.

One of the deeper thinkers to emerge from rugby 
league – famously accused of giving his own thighs a 
pre-game pep talk – MacDougall admits he was like a 
lot of other retirees when, in 2011, he called it quits.

Adam MacDougall and his children and his sign at Suncorp Stadium.
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He didn’t know what he was he going to do. 

“Yeah when I retired there was a void,’’ he recalled. “I 
did economics and finance at uni, so when I retired I 
went into investment banking.

“I struggled going from a job that was so physically 
active to a job where I was sitting all day looking at a 
computer, crunching numbers.

“I must admit I wasn’t really passionate about money 
or finance. 

“So I was very fortunate to stumble across this 
opportunity concerning something I was very 
passionate about – health and fitness, and helping 
people lead better lives.’’

MacDougall would like to see the NRL make better use 
of former players who have forged successful business 
careers.

“I’d like to see the NRL call on some of these success 
stories post-football to show current players coming 
through the opportunities that are out there,’’ he said. 

“To let them learn from the experience and knowledge 
of others.

“I used to chew the ear off all kinds of people when 
I attended, say, a league function. Guys like Mark 
Coyne, Wayne Pearce, Benny Elias gave me really 
helpful hints about running a business.’’

MacDougall is still involved with the NRL as an 
ambassador with the One Community program, 
which has allowed him to travel from Fiji to Broome 
spreading the word on the sport he loves.

“There’s several things you miss when you retire,’’ he 
said. 

“You obviously miss the boys - and the opportunity to 
get out there every week and test yourself physically. 
But I also missed being able to give back to the kids.

“That’s the great thing about what I do with One 
Community – you still get to go out to those rural 
communities and remote areas and promote rugby 
league, while also putting a smile on a kid’s face.
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Garry Jack grew up in working class 
Wollongong, the son of a tough representative 
forward, with rugby league in his veins and 

an ambition to play for Australia. It was a goal he 
achieved in great style when he was unchallenged as 
the country’s best fullback for five years in the 1980s.

However, the Jack family’s sporting links have spread 
further than probably any prominent league family with 
two of his sons playing for Sydney Swans in the AFL, 
another having played lower grades in the NRL and 
Garry holding a black belt in jiu jitsu at age 53.

While Gary appeared in every Test played by Australia 
from 1984-88, including two Kangaroo tours to 
Britain and France, yet lost his only two grand final 
appearances, with Balmain in 1988-89. Oldest son 
Kieran has also played internationally but tasted 
premiership success with the Swans.

The 27-year-old Kieren is a non-stop half forward 
with the Sydney Swans, who played in the 2010 
International Rules (a cross between AFL football 

JACKS OF ALL TRADES

and Ireland’s Gaelic Football) series and another 
international game last month in Australia. 

Few people remember that Tigers legend Jack played 
his first season in Sydney with Wests Magpies but 
could not break into Roy Masters’ side (he played 
five first grade games while Masters preferred the 
established Garry Dowling).

Balmain secretary Keith Barnes moved quickly to 
sign him for 1982 and for the next 10 seasons he 
played 244 games (60 tries) as an aggressive but 
quick fullback, appearing in 15 finals games but never 
tasting the ultimate glory. 

The first of his 17 State of Origin games came in 1984 
and he played in the first series-winning NSW side 
the following year. In 1986 Jack won the Golden Boot 
Award as the world’s best player and he was also 
judged as the Dally M fullback of the year in 1985, 
1986 and 1988 before finishing his career in England 
with Salford and Sheffield Eagles.

Kieren looked destined to follow in his father’s 
footsteps, just as Garry had begun after his father 

Garry Jack was once rated the best player in the world but two of his sons 
have gone to the ‘dark side’ and play for the Sydney Swans. But don’t 
worry while ‘Jimmy’ enjoys AFL he remains a league man. BY BARRY ROSS

The Jacks of all trades … Garry with Swans sons Kieren (left) and Brandon. Photo: DAILY TELEGRAPH.
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Keith had played representative football for Illawarra, 
but at age 14 he left league and elected to follow some 
mates to the local Australian Football club at Pennant 
Hills in Sydney. 

His ability in the new sport was quickly recognised 
and he was a member of 2005 NSW under-18 side. 
The Swans spotted his talent that year and in 1987 
he made his first grade debut at the Sydney Cricket 
Ground where his father had made his Test debut long 
before Kieren was born.

Five years later Kieren was a grand final winner with 
the Swans and has played 163 first grade and kicked 
120 goals. 

He twice played before big crowds in Ireland with the 
Australian International Rules side, including the match 
at Dublin’s historical Croke Park that attracted 61,842, 
to watch the Aussies win 55-52. 

In 2013, Kieren was also selected in the All Australian 
AFL team, which the players rate as the greatest 
honour in their sport. 

Last month he played for Australia against Ireland 
again, a 56-46 victory at Paterson Stadium in Perth  
before a crowd of 38,262 in the one off ‘Test’. 

The youngest son, Brandon, 20, has also gone to 
the ‘dark side’ and made his first team debut with the 

Swans last year and has now eight first grade games 
to his credit. 

“Obviously I know a fair bit about Aussie Rules now, 
with two of my sons doing so well,” Garry said. “My 
wife Donna and I go to a lot of the Sydney games and 
while I enjoy the code, I am still a rugby league man.

“I follow the Wests Tigers and they have some talented 
and exciting young players. But it pains me to see the 
problems that have surfaced at the Wests Tigers and 
Balmain over the past few years.”

Middle son Rhys played Toyota Cup for two years 
and NSW Cup for one season with the Canterbury 
Bulldogs, as well as a season NSW Cup with Balmain. 
The 25-year-old is now studying at Newcastle 
University, and works in construction management. 

During his playing career, Garry never shirked the 
physical contact and this is still the case in his current 
form of relaxation - Brazilian jiu jitsu at Castle Hill, not 
far from his Cherrybrook home.

“I usually enjoy this three times a week and have been 
doing it for more than 14 years now,” he explained. “I 
have a black belt but I am the oldest in a class of 30.”  

With his martial arts experience, maybe Garry is the 
man to steady the ship at the Tigers.

O’BRIEN IN RUNNING FOR MURRAY AWARD

The first Men of League volunteer of the year 
award is planned to be announced in the first 
half of next year when one of our hard-working 

committee members will win the Graham Murray Award.

The Queensland state committee has already 
bestowed its volunteer of 2014 award to southern 
division president Andrew O’Brien while the NSW 
nominee will be announced around the Men of League 
Heritage Round of the NRL next season.

Andrew O’Brien was a fitting recipient of the 
Queensland honour at the annual lunch in September. 

He has been a catalyst of the major growth in 
membership in the southern division from around 
600 to more than 2500. While based in Toowoomba 
Andrew has been an integral part in the forming of 
committees in Goondiwindi, Roma and strengthened 

the numbers and activity in Dalby, Oakey, Warwick, 
Leyburn, Gatton, Tenterfield, Laidley and St George. 

He is widely respected with how he so enthusiastically 
and compassionately helps those in need. An example 
was coming to the aid of Toowoomba league hero 
Graham Tucker, a Queensland representative, who 
was struggling while living in a caravan. He also 
ensured money was raised for young Broncos player 
Matthew Berwick who is recovering from serious 
injuries after being involved in a car accident in 2012. 

Southern division sold more than 400 pairs of Men of 
League socks during the designated NRL round, the 
most in the country as Andrew drove the program hard. 

“He has visited countless rugby league people in 
hospital which he feels is a social outing more than a 
service,” says his brother Neale, also an active member.
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Tim Pickup was born to be a footballer but 
excelled not just with a ball in hand, but so 
many aspects of his life.

He was the second of three sons to Harrie and Mary 
Pickup. His father played lower grades for St George 
and Eastern Suburbs whilst his uncle Laurie played 
first grade for Eastern Suburbs and is recorded as the 
third youngest captain of the club but was sadly killed 
during World War II, aged 22.

Tim was a stand-out junior with Enfield Federals 
in the Western Suburbs during 1959-1965 where 
his teammates included future grade players like 
Michael McLean (Manly, North Sydney and Wests), 
Geoff Nielsen (Canterbury, Easts), Jon Clark (Wests 
and Parramatta) and legendary Balmain, NSW and 
Australian conditioner Les Hobbs. In 1963 he was five-
eighth and captain of the Western Suburbs undefeated 

Tim Pickup possesses one of the most extensive and intriguing biographies 
in rugby league as Men of League Northern Sydney committee’s Ken Vessey 
found when he and colleagues visited Pickup recently. Respected league 
scribe Ian Heads added his insights. BY KEN VESSEY

A LITTLE MAN’S BIG LIST OF ADVENTURES

Tim Pickup, OAM, jousts with uncertain 
memory these days but remains a shrewd 
and interesting companion and one of the real 

characters of rugby league’s post-war generation. 
Pickup, a gun five-eighth built more like a jockey than 
a footballer at 170cms and 71 kg, went all the way 
to the top of the game before a severe knee injury 
suffered in 1975 brought him down. Well, almost. 

A particularly tough scrapper and, equally, a player 
of real class, the man known pejoratively as ‘Grub’ 
climbed back into the game against the odds after a 
season of rehabilitation on the sidelines in 1976 to 
captain the Bulldogs, and put an indelible stamp on the 
club with his leadership qualities and football ‘nous’. 

I first encountered him back in 1972 when I had some 
dealings with his dad Harrie concerning Tim’s decision 
to come home after seasons with St Helens (briefly) 

and Blackpool in England. He settled on North Sydney, 
relishing the challenge at the club which hadn’t won a 
premiership since 1922. 

There, from 1972-74 he helped lift the old club’s 
fortunes (although not to the sought after premiership 
flag), playing alongside halfback Keith ‘Chicka’ Outten, 
a Balmain premiership hero in 1969. The pair live 
strongly in my mind as one of the toughest and best of 
all club half-back/five eighth combinations. 

The big attraction of conversation with Tim Pickup 
always lay well beyond his abilities as a footballer and 
the game he played – much as he loved it. His career 
was no single-dimensional affair – Pickup’s interests 
have always soared far beyond the playing field. I 
remember a night when my wife and I had dinner with 
Tim and his wife Jan, not long after he had joined the 
Bears in the ‘70s. Pickup talked then of his travels 

A SHREWD AND INTERESTING COMPANION
BY IAN HEADS

Tim Pickup in action for Australia.
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SG Ball team which contained twelve other Enfield 
Federals players and in 1965 he captained Western 
Suburbs undefeated Jersey Flegg team.

So he was earmarked early for a successful rugby 
league career but after moving with his family to Curl 
Curl on Sydney’s northern beaches, his league days 
stalled when the Wests would not grant a release for 
him to play rugby league with any club other, so he 
trialled with the Manly rugby union club. He became 
the first grade five-eighth and his last game was a lost 
grand final against Sydney University. He played with 
many great players including Tony Miller, Rob Heming, 
John O’Gorman, Bob Lane, Ian Abbott and fellow 
teenager Stephen Knight. 

Tim then went to England on a working holiday but 
did not return until 1972. After being invited for a 
trial he was signed by St Helens but due to a glut of 
players on the club’s books he was loaned out to the 
first division side Blackpool Borough where he played 
fullback and was their player of the year in 1970-1971 
with teammates including Great Britain players Tony 
Karalius, John Stopford, Billy Boston, Derek Turner 
and Alan Bishop (brother of Tommy).

While in England he married his wife Jan and did a 
lot of travelling throughout the UK, Europe and the 
USA including a visit to the Woodstock music festival 
which would surely make him the only rugby league 

player to experience the iconic rock event. His on-field 
achievements in England were noticed by several 
leading Sydney clubs and he was lured to play for the 
North Sydney Bears (he played 52 games from 1972-
74). His success was instant and he made the City 
Firsts, NSW and Australian teams in his first season 
and toured with the 1973 Kangaroos.

In 1975 he signed a massive five-year contract 
to captain Canterbury however his career there 
was marred by a serious knee injury suffered in 
a World Cup match against Great Britain at the 
Sydney Cricket Ground in June 1975. He missed the 
remainder of the season and all of the 1976 season 
and, upon returning to the field in 1977 as captain, 
he found out his speed and agility were seriously 
impaired and he rotated until his retirement in 1979 
between first grade reserve grade where he was able 
to share his influence and skills with Bulldog young 
guns like Chris Anderson, Steve Folkes, George 
Peponis, Greg Brentall and the Mortimers Steve, 
Peter and Chris. 

During our chat we asked him many questions about 
his illustrious career, and Tim enlightened us with:

The best wingers he had seen were Ken Irvine and 
Billy Boston; Malcolm Clift was the standout coach he 
played under and Keith Outten was the best halfback 
he played with.

(extensive!) and when the subject of books came up it 
emerged that he was then enthusiastically engrossed 
in Aleksandr Solzhentsyn’s semi-autobiographical and 
challenging ‘Cancer Ward’, which I suspected at the time 
would not be the book-de-choice within football’s ranks.

Other aspects of the colourful Pickup Progress through 
the years include the following:

The fact of travel becoming a huge part of his life; his 
early wanderings en route to England took him through 
various adventures in the Middle East.

He was an excellent distance runner, who, with 
renowned football trainer Dave Cooper, chipped away 
for more than a decade at trying to break the elite 
50-minute mark for Sydney’s annual City to Surf run – 
breaking it finally with a time of 48:30.

Post-football, he went to Africa for a year. Along the way 
he was caught up in political unrest in Brazzaville, capital 
of the Congo and had to hide in a church for three days 
- until he was saved by the French Foreign Legion, who 
rescued him and others in a platoon of tanks.

On the event of 9/11, Tuesday September 11, 2001, 
Pickup made the decision that he had to go to the 
Middle East. Says his son Martin: “I thought he was 
insane, but his logic was that having been there years 
before, he needed to go and check it out as soon as 
possible for it was going to change forever and as time 
went on it would be harder for a westerner to travel 
there safely. So he did, and was there for more than 
three months within a year of 9/11 happening. 

“Whenever he took an interest in a destination, he 
would enrol at TAFE and learn the language before 
going on his missions. He did this on extended trips to 
China and Russia.” 

Pickup had a highly successful career in the finance 
industry in Sydney, and was Peter `Bullfog’ Moore’s 
first choice as his successor (as CEO) at Canterbury, 
but declined. 

It’s for sure that the ongoing story of Timothy Alexander 
Pickup, now 66, adds true colour to the rich tapestry 
represented by the long saga of rugby league and its 
men in Australia.
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Away from the sporting field Pickup had a successful 
career over many years with AMP as a financial 
planner, was a director of the Bulldogs for over a 
decade and was awarded life membership. 

With the advent of Super League he was CEO of the 
Adelaide Rams in 1995 and in 2002 returned to the 
Bulldogs board.

Many people may not be aware that Tim had an 
interesting involvement in the boxing game through 
his long standing friendship with trainer of many 
world champions Johnny Lewis, who he met through 
Newtown PCYC in the 1980s. 

He became the manager for Jeff “Hitman” Harding 
when he was selected in the Australian boxing team at 
the 1986 Commonwealth Games in Edinburgh where 
he won a silver medal. He then turned professional 
with Lewis his trainer and Pickup his manager (and 
in his corner) when Harding became WBC light 
heavyweight world champion in 1989 after beating 
Dennis Andries in the USA. Tim admits to having seen 
many great sporting moments but Harding’s victory 
was the best. 

Tim Pickup was awarded the Order of Australia Medal 
in 2000 for his services to Australian Sport and in 
2006 was named five-eighth in the North Sydney 
Bears team of the century and in 2004 named in the 
Canterbury-Bankstown 70th anniversary team but 
was omitted on a technicality because he had only 
played 47 first grade games and not the required 50 
matches.n 2005 he was nominated as one of the best 
four five-eighths who contested a position in Manly 
rugby club’s team of the century.

Tim Pickup with Men of League’s Norm Pounder and Ken Vessey.
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Rob Cook is a quadriplegic who survived a 
helicopter crash and has driven his wheelchair 
across the Tanami Desert in the Northern Territory.

Yet he considers one of his greatest achievements of 
recent times having Wayne Bennett “pull up a chair 
and have a yarn”.

The pair met when Bennett was guest speaker at the 
annual Men of League dinner in Bundaberg in October, 
Rob says they never mentioned rugby league.

“We talked about Alex (McKinnon), we talked about our 
respective families and we talked about cattle,” he said. 
“I realised that everyone who meets Wayne talks about 
rugby league, and I didn’t want to bore him by further 
discussing what he had just spent an hour talking 
about to the 300 people at the dinner.

“It was just a terrific opportunity to have a yarn to him 
about what he wanted to discuss.”

Although a professional bull rider before his accident, 
Rob had grown up in a household of league supporters, 
with the Broncos No.1 on the list of attractions. 

But when Rob and his wife Sarah, who live less than 
an hour’s drive from Bundaberg, initially bought tickets 
to attend the Bundaberg dinner, they were not aware 
Bennett was to be the guest speaker.

“When I found out he was to be there I was delighted. 
When I discovered Sarah and I were sitting at his 
table, I was gobsmacked,” said Rob. Gobsmacked 
he might have been, but starstruck he wasn’t. As a 

INSPIRATION MEETS AN ICON
BY TONY DURKIN

motivational speaker himself, Rob knows only too well 
that while some people may have a particular message 
to deliver, they are not super human.

“I admire Wayne greatly – I have done for a long time,” 
he said. “When I had my accident six years ago and 
broke my neck, dad bought me Wayne’s books to 
read, and I took a lot from them. The battles he and his 
wife Trish have had in their private lives are something 
not many families have to deal with.

“And the fact that the other night, when he had finished 
his official duties, he dragged over a chair and had a 
chat to Sarah and me, shows he is just a normal bloke 
like the rest of us.”

Rob, who has penned his memoirs in a book titled 
When the Dust Settles, took the opportunity to present 
a copy to Bennett, who he hoped would read it. And he 
also gave him a copy for Alex McKinnon, also confined 
to a wheelchair after a shocking workplace accident.

Sarah and Rob Cook with Wayne Bennett at 
the Men of League function in Bundaberg.
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OUR CORPORATE MEMBERS 
Men of League would like to thank our valued corporate members for their continued 
support and their assistance in enabling us to support the rugby league community.

GOLD MEMBERS 
John Beecher 
Erik de Haart 
Scott Henry 
Andrew Hughes 
Ian Ingle 
Barry James 
John Jeffries  
Damien Luck 
Jamie Mackenzie 
Charles McGee 
Robert Mitchell 
Kelvin Moss 
Don Parish 
Stephen Rarere 
Shauna Riley 
Don Smith 
Ian Thompson

CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 
Due to popular request the Men of League board has 
decided to continue with the Corporate Membership 
category and have updated the membership benefits, 
effective from the 1st March 2015. Corporate 
Membership will now be $1,000 per annum and include 
the following: 

• Individualised Corporate keyring 
• Corporate plaque 
• 10 copies of our quarterly magazine 
• Recognition on our website 
• Recognition in the December edition of our magazine 

The Men of League Foundation would like to thank the following sponsors for their support in 2015.

Bridge Street 
Conveyancing

• 15% off major events including the NSW Gala 
 Dinner, NSW Race Day and Qld Luncheon  
• Priority access to State of Origin and Grand Final tickets  
• Priority access to retired NRL players at  
 Men of League discretion  
• Invitation to exclusive annual presentation for 
 Corporate Members and sponsors

This category of membership will be like an exclusive 
Club and those interested in joining and supporting Men 
of League in such a meaningful way are encouraged to 
do so. Membership application forms can be found at 
www.menofleague.com/membership/corporate
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Men of League raised more than $60,000 
to aid the family of Chris Thompson at a 
fundraising dinner in Dubbo recently.

Thompson, a respected player for Wellington in 
western NSW, tragically lost his life from injuries 
sustained in October in a single-car accident on the 
way home to Dubbo after football training.

The Thompson Family Education Trust was set up to 
assist his wife Chrystal and three children Alaqua (5), 
Mataeo (3) and Chandon (2 this month).

Chris was born and bred in Wellington and had 
played for Dubbo CYMS and Dubbo Macquarie since 
moving to Dubbo but in 2014 had returned to play for 
his home town team, the Wellington Cowboys.

Chrystal gave an emotional address at the 
fundraising dinner and thanked the rugby league 
community, the Men of League and the people 
of Wellington, Dubbo and surrounding areas who 
provided such amazing support.

The late Chris Thompson with wife Chrystal and children Alaqua, Mataeo and Chandon

GREAT SUPPORT FOR THOMPSON FAMILY
Former Wests Tigers prop John Skandalis and 
Souths’ greatest try scorer, Nathan Merritt, provided 
great entertainment. 

While there were so many people who chipped 
in and supported, a big thanks goes to the Wests 
Tigers who donated a box at ANZ Stadium that went 
for $7500 at auction, Dubbo RSL Club who donated 
many of the auction items plus $1500 and Billy-
Joe Francis, the creator of the “Bush Footy Yarns” 
Facebook page who sourced more than 50 items of 
rugby league paraphernalia that were a huge boost 
to the fundraising effort.

Men of League has appointed a trust committee 
comprising Andrew Gifford, Wes Maas, Damien Porter 
and Michael Quade to distribute the funds appropriately, 
specifically to support the family with costs of 
education for the three beneficiaries where required. 

This may include but is not limited to school fees and 
tutoring or any other essential items required for the 
education of the children.
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As Men of League’s Queensland committee 
celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2014, Darryl 
Van de Velde looked back 20 years to the 

time when he was establishing the now defunct South 
Queensland Crushers club in Brisbane.

Van de Velde, state chairman of the Men of League, 
was inaugural CEO of the Crushers, who boasted 
a leagues club and training facility at Grange in 
Brisbane’s north, and played out of Suncorp Stadium.

It broke his heart, and that of many other 
Queenslanders, when the Crushers became victims of 
the Super League war at the end of the 1997 season, 
their third in the competition, and were disbanded.

While the future of Men of League is assured, Van de 
Velde says there is no room for complacency if the 
organisation is to realise its potential.

Interviewed by 4BC’s Peter Psaltis at the Brisbane 
committee’s Kick Off Club lunch at Broncos Leagues 
Club in October, Van de Velde said Men of League had 
another two years to prove it has what it takes to be a 
big player on the national rugby league scene.

Van de Velde said Australian Rugby League 
Commission chairman John Grant deserved much 
of the credit for the growth of the Men of League 
Foundation, with substantial depth added to its 
corporate structure, headed by new CEO Corene Strauss.

Van de Velde played first grade with Grant at Brisbane 
Souths in the 1970s. Grant played for Queensland 
(1971-73) and Australia (1972 World Cup), while Van 
de Velde represented Queensland against Great 
Britain and Brisbane against France in 1977.

“Of course, the true lifeblood of our organisation is our 
volunteers, who consistently assist us in raising much 
needed funds,” he said. “But there has to be substance 
at the top end. “We needed to make a defining call 
for the organisation and employ a CEO who was well 
paid. We had to take it to the next level, and it was 
very important we had the backing to do it. So we had 
a meeting with John Grant and the ARLC allocated a 
significant sum of money for the next two to three years.

“That money goes to the support of our CEO, welfare 
officer, our alumni manager and other staff. After three 
years the money is going to dry up, so we have to make 
sure we are sustainable beyond that period, so there is 
a lot of hard work going on. I am very, very confident.” 

After a decade out of the game Van de Velde became 
involved with the Foundation through (Queensland 
directors) Greg Veivers and Steve Calder. “I felt I 
needed to put something back into the game and it has 
been a really, really rewarding time.”

Van de Velde looks back at his time at the Crushers as 
“rewarding” too, even though the club was disbanded 
after just three seasons, as part of the Super League 
peace deal.

“It was a very challenging period. When the Super 
League started, I lost my appetite (for administration) 
and went back to England.

“I still believe there is a place for the Crushers in 
Brisbane, but the game has moved on, and so have I.”

In their first year the Crushers won the under-20 
premiership, under the coaching of Graham Herlihy, 
and established an academy which was the envy of 
most other clubs.

Van de Velde recruited veterans like Trevor Gillmeister, 
Mario Fenech and Englishman Mike Ford to ensure 

Darryl van de Velde has covered many miles and scenarios during his 
decades in the game as a player, coach, CEO and now as the Foundation’s 

Queensland chairman. BY STEVE RICKETTS

DARRYL’S FITTING FOUNDATION 
AND CRUSHED MEMORY

Darryl van de Velde with former Eels and Warriors coach John Monie 
and Reg Cannon.
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stability in the early times, and the club boasted a 
home crowd average of 21,000 in their first season.

But it was all downhill from there, with the Super 
League war tearing the game apart and impacting 
negatively on season ticket and corporate box sales.

The Crushers held a 20-year reunion at Suncorp 
Stadium on November 22, and no doubt there were 
many ‘what ifs’ or ‘if only’ stories.

Van de Velde has a soft spot for the game in England, 
even though he was often under resourced in the 
coaching department, particularly at Castleford.

Castleford was steeped in tradition and before he 
arrived, legends Mal Reilly and Roger Millward had 
coached the club.

“Then this bald headed Australian arrives and tells 
them how to run a football team,” Van de Velde said. 
“Castleford people are like Queensland people. They 
call a spade a spade, and if they don’t like you, they 
will tell you up front.

“That suited me. We won 13 games straight when I 
took over, and only got beaten in the Yorkshire Cup. I 
was nearly the Mayor of Castleford at that stage.

“In the five years I was there (in the first stint) we won 
two Yorkshire Cups and made the final twice; we went 
to Wembley for the Challenge Cup final, and Wigan 
beat us. I think there were 30,000 Castleford people 
at Wembley, and the population of the town is only 
40,000.”

After quitting the Crushers, Van de Velde remained 
in Brisbane for six months before taking on the 
Warrington coaching job, replacing John Dorahy after 
the Cheshire club had lost seven games straight.

“When I got there the place was in a mess, and there 
were fears the club would be relegated,” Van de Velde. 
“They had been trading while insolvent, and they 
had sold their best players, Paul Sculthorpe and the 
Welshman Iestyn Harris.

“The game which would determine whether we stayed 
in Super League, or be demoted, was away to Paris 
St Germaine. I’ve never felt so much pressure. But we 
won, and I had a few friends that night.

“When I got back to Warrington, I went to see the mayor, 
and I told him if he wanted a rugby league club there the 
following year, the top end of town had to get involved.

“A big brewery backed the club, as well as other 
businessmen, and things went from there. I got Allan 

Langer over there and then Andrew Gee and Tawera 
Nikau.”

A story which has gone down in league folklore is 
the return of Langer to Australia in 2001 to help 
Queensland in a time of crisis.

Langer went on to score a try and to inspire his 
teammates to a 40-14 win in the series decider at 
Brisbane’s ANZ Stadium.

Queensland coach Wayne Bennett phoned Langer 
direct in Warrington, with Alf reputedly replying: “What 
took you so long?”

“Alf phoned me at 7 am after taking the call from 
Wayne, and told me what was happening.

“I said I had no problems with him going back. We had 
to keep things quiet, which we did. But someone saw 
him at Singapore Airport. Alf said he was going back 
for personal reasons when he was approached.

“When the reporters got on to it, and rang me, I told 
them Alf would be best on ground. He was one of 
those blokes who never wanted to let anyone down.

“The Warrington board found out about it on the Friday, 
and we were playing Halifax on the Saturday. They 
weren’t very happy, and I thought, if Halifax beat us, 
I’m sacked. Anyway, we won.”

Van de Velde with his former Warrington halfback Allan Langer.
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REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
GEOFF BARRETT 
The passing of Mr Geoffrey ‘Gig’ Barrett saddened the 
Narrabri rugby league community. Geoff had a long 
and meritorious association with the Narrabri club as a 
player, coach, executive, selector, mentor and he was 
also a life member. 

He began his career with the Narrabri Blues as a junior 
in 1965 and played first grade in 1970-71 before he 
was forced to retire due to injury. Geoff returned to the 
club to coach the juniors and his ability to connect to 
the boys at such an impressionable age earned him 
great respect - he was their coach, mentor and friend. 

In 1990, Geoff coached the Narrabri reserve grade side 
to a premiership and was also the president. He also 
served as a selector for Group 4 and Northern Division. 

Geoff was a man of great integrity and was a loyal 
and true Blues supporter. Even though he was unwell 
during the last 12 months, Geoff would still be helping 
on match days. A guard of honour was formed at his 
funeral by the juniors that he coached and members of 
the Men of League. 

JOHN ‘BUMPER’ KENNEDY 
John ‘Bumper’ Kennedy, one of Dubbo CYMS’s 
favourite sons, passed away in October after suffering 
a stroke.

CYMS president Kevin Walkom spoke of Bumper as 
an outstanding clubman and loyal supporter of the 
club. “This is a sad loss to the CYMS club and family. 
As a former player, supporter and as a member of the 
CYMS Old Boys, he loved the club. He and his humour 
will be missed at home games.

“Bumper played with the club in the 1940s and 
early 50s alongside his mates Ron Sheridan and 
Des O’Connor (current Old Boys) and continued his 
involvement with the club over the last 60 years until 
his passing. He was awarded a CYMS life supporter 
award in 2010.

The Foundation wishes to recognise the recent passing of the following 
people who left a positive legacy within the rugby league community.  
For more tributes or expanded versions, go to www.menofleague.com

JIM GERAGHTY  
Jim Geraghty was member of the Cronulla Sharks 
board for many years and a great servant of the club 
dating back to the late 1970s. 

Instrumental in organising the first Sharks grand final 
luncheon in 1979, Jim attended every luncheon over 
the next 34 years before illness prevented him from 
being present at the 2014 event. 

He was also responsible for helping to bring British half 
Roger Millward to the Sharks in 1976; he proved to be 
one of the best English imports to play in Australia. 

BRIAN MOORE 
A personable and friendly man, ‘Chicka’ Moore easily 
made friends wherever he went. As a player, he was 
highly respected and represented City, NSW and 
Australia.

He worked for more than 29 years with the NSW 
Police Force. In early 2011 NSW Police Commissioner 
Andrew Scipione presented Sergeant Moore with a 
NSW Police Medal in recognition of his diligent and 
ethical service. “Brian’s an icon of rugby league but he 
also contributed a great deal to policing in this state,” 
said Scipione.

Although a South Sydney junior, Newtown was quick 
to sign the star centre and he began the first of his 12 
seasons with the club in 1962. He made his first grade 
debut at 18 in ‘62 and played in the major semi-final and 
final in his first season alongside Jack Gibson, Barry 
Nelson, Bob Keyes and sprint star Dudley Towers. 

Chicka lost most of his hair at an early age and the 
sight of the big, powerful bald headed centre making 
a midfield break was a common sight for fans in the 
1960s and early 1970s. He scored 90 tries in his 176 
matches. He was selected for NSW the next season 
and was chosen in the 1966-67 Kangaroos that 
toured England and France. In 1974, Moore moved to 
Toronto in the Newcastle area, where he worked as 
a detective. During his nine years in the area, Brian 



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 37

REMEMBERING THOSE NOW GONE
coached Macquarie United and Wests. After leaving 
the police force, hr worked for several years as the 
Sergeant at Trinity Grammar School, Summer Hill.

COL GRANT 
Colin Grant, who died in Mooloolaba aged 69, was an 
outstanding personality in Mackay rugby league during 
the decade 1967 to 1977. He came to Mackay in 
1967 from Rockhampton to become player-coach for 
the Brothers Club and he made a huge impact on the 
game in the town.

In 1967 he led Brothers to their first A Grade 
premiership in 15 years, regularly represented Mackay 
in the Foley Shield and was Mackay captain for the 
1967 and 1968 seasons. He played until 1973, winning 
another premiership, before spending three years as 
president of the Brothers.

Grant was the ideal player-coach. He had a thorough 
understanding of the game, was a natural five-eighth 
and was a master of positional play. 

There could be no better testimonial to his reputation 
as a man and as a footballer than the many old team 
mates who travelled from as far as Newcastle to pay a 
final tribute to a great captain and footballer.

PHILLIP JACOBSON 
Born and bred in Narromine, Jacobson received an 
offer to play with the Eastern Suburbs Roosters in 
1971. The club’s policy was that you had to have a job 
to play for the Roosters, so at 17 he joined the NSW 
Police cadets and upon his graduation in 1974, Phil 
was transferred to the Darlinghurst-Kings Cross district 
and signed a contract with the Roosters.

During the Roosters golden period on 1974-1975 
when they won titles under Jack Gibson, Jacobson 
played in the under 23s and went through the 
competition undefeated in 1976. However the next 
year he fractured discs in his back and was told that he 
would never play contact sport again. After extensive 
rehabilitation, he returned to the playing field in 1978.

Phil transferred to Cobar and became involved 
with the Cobar Roosters as a player and a coach. 
He also represented Western Division. In 1983 he 
transferred to Sawtell police station and he served 
the communities of Sawtell and Coffs Harbour with 

distinction until his retirement in 2013 after 41 years of 
service. During this time he became heavily involved 
with a the Sawtell Panthers.

GREG MACKEY 
Mackey, known to most as ‘Bluey’ played 17 years 
of top class rugby league after beginning his career 
with South Sydney as an 18 year old in 1980. After 
four years with Souths he played the 1983-84 season 
under Tas Baitieri with Paris Chatillion before signing 
with the Illawarra Steelers, where he played 105 
first grade games. He then had one season with the 
Canterbury before playing in England for seven years. 

He captained Hull to the 1990-1991 premiership final 
victory over hot favourites Widnes, winning the Harry 
Sutherland Trophy as the best player in the final. He 
moved to Warrington (where he had played briefly 
before Hull) and played a club record 98 consecutive 
games, on top of 94 straight for Hull.

He returned to Wollongong where he coached 
University to a premiership however he was diagnosed 
with bowel cancer in December 2011. He sadly lost the 
battle at just 52 years of age. 

RAY MCKENZIE 
Men of League lost one of its most dedicated members 
and meticulous committeemen with the passing of 
Sunshine Coast treasurer Ray McKenzie.

The former high-ranking official with the National 
Australia Bank in both Australia and New Zealand 
passed away in Nambour Hospital on 10 October after 
suffering a stroke. He was 79. Earlier in the year, Ray 
was involved in a very serious motor vehicle accident 
and despite major internal injuries he stunned medical 
staff, family and friends with a long recovery. 

Ray had been treasurer of the Men of League Sunshine 
Coast since its inception in 2007 and last year was 
named Queensland’s Volunteer of the Year. His 
impeccable record in finance made him an invaluable 
member of the committee. He was honest beyond 
reproach, extremely diligent with regard to finances and 
without peer in advice on fundraising ventures. 

As president of Coolum Beach Bowls Club, Ray very 
successfully ‘urged’ a large percentage of bowlers at 
the club to become Men of League members.
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With good mate and Sunshine Coast president, Bob 
Hagan, Ray was always the first to put up his hand to 
visit hospital patients and welfare cases and regularly 
used his vast business and community contacts to 
help with the purchase of items at the right price, which 
were needed to make the lives of the less fortunate a 
little more palatable.

His fellow Sunshine Coast committee members were 
among those to form a guard of honour at St Peter’s 
Catholic Church at Coolum Beach on 15 October where 
more than 600 people attended the moving service. Bob 
Hagan paid tribute to his friend of 40 years, describing him 
as “salt of the earth and the best mate anyone could 
have”. “People like Ray McKenzie are special, and they 
do not come along every day. To have known him as 
long as I did, and to be his friend, was a privilege.”

BOB PAXTON 
A Men of League Northern Sydney member, a Pratten 
Park Magpies stalwart and a Wests man through and 
through, Paxton passed away in October, aged 73.

‘Pako’ provided great service to his beloved Magpies 
over a considerable period. He was a long serving 
Wests committee member, occasional ground 
announcer at Lidcombe Oval and Orana Park 
and promotions officer. His on-ground half-time 
entertainment schemes, particularly at Lidcombe Oval, 
were always innovative, entertaining and included 
ride-on Victa mower races, nearest the pin golf, 
boxing exhibitions and sports car displays. Along with 
Bill Owens and Graham McNeice he was part of a 
production team that put together Wests’ successful 
late 1970s performances on television’s Rugby League 
New Faces including The Village People parodies and 
Deep in the Heart of Lidcombe.

Bob was a larger than life character who succeeded in 
an amazing number of fields including but not limited 
to panel beating, music and entertainment, journalism, 
broadcasting, real estate sales, house painting and 
working as a relief publican. 

LEN PITT 
Lenny Pitt was a great servant of rugby league, 
representing Cairns in the Foley Shield and playing for 
Far North Queensland and North Queensland against 
the touring sides during the 1950s and 60s. His music 
was outstanding and he had a wonderful life, typified in 
the song he so often sang ‘What a Wonderful World’. 

REG RICHARDS 
Richards, who played junior league with Gymea and 
coached and managed many sides over the years, 
died recently aged 56. He also coached and supported 
sons’ rugby union teams for Sylvania Bulldogs.

Reg came from a proud pioneering family of oyster 
farmers on the Georges River. He was a loyal member 
and supporter of the Men of League Southern 
Sydney committee since its formation. He regularly 
donated oysters and sourced the best prawns for their 
luncheons. 

A loyal Saints supporter, he loved mixing with fellow 
sports people, his many mates and had a very strong 
loving family. Reg was a true character and will be 
remembered as a very genuine and caring person.

ALWYN SLADE 
Alwyn Slade, a member of the great Gloucester 
Magpies sides of the 1950s and 1960s, passed away 
after a five-year illness at the Hillcrest Nursing home in 
Gloucester.

Alwyn and his wife Norma had a large and loving family 
- four children, five grandchildren and an even larger 
family of admirers in the Avon Valley communities.

A first grade player at 16 years, Slade played 
centre, wing and fullback. He won an incredible nine 
premierships with the Magpies including the year 
he played half a season with the Newcastle Norths 
Bluebags but was forced to return to Gloucester when 
rival clubs invoked the residency rule that was in 
vogue at the time.

An A-grade tennis player and cricketer, he also played 
bowls and hockey and trained greyhounds for many 
years, all the while working at Hebblewhite’s Bakery, 
an association that lasted a remarkable 50 years. 
Alwyn was made a life member of the Gloucester 
Junior Cricket Association.

DUNCAN WATERS 
It is with great sadness that the communities of Tathra, 
Pambula and Yass farewelled Duncan Waters after he 
lost a battle with testicular cancer at age 20.

Duncan packed a great deal into his young life before 
the challenge of fighting the aggressive cancer 
became a priority for him and his family. 

As a young man growing up in Tathra, Duncan was a 
part of the successful state winning PSSA Westmont 
Shield team from Tathra Primary School. 

He followed his older brother Hugh’s footsteps into 
refereeing, helping out with younger aged football in 
the area. Hugh is still a senior referee in Group 16.

Men of League have supported Duncan and his family 
throughout Duncan’s treatment. A highlight was the ‘Dig 
Deep for Duncan’ event held at Tathra Country Club.
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DAVID WAKERLEY 
Wakerley won seven premierships in nine years in 
Brisbane, Ingham and Mackay, showing what an 
influential player he was.

He played 85 first grade games for Easts Brisbane, 
and was in the 1968 premiership winning side as 
captain. He coached Ingham Lifesavers from 1970-
72, winning all three grand finals and also won three 
successive premierships with Mackay from 1974-76.

He played for Queensland Country alongside such 
greats as Ray Laird, Col Weiss, Paul Morgan, Brian 
Fitzsimmons and Max Anderson. 

He continued on his winning way when he moved to 
the Sunshine Coast and played for Wide Bay.

CHRIS THOMPSON 
Thompson tragically passed away in October at just 
31 after suffering horrific injuries in a single vehicle 
car crash in Geurie on his way home to Dubbo from a 
training session with the Wellington Cowboys. Chris 
left behind his wife Chrystal and three children Alaqua 
(5), Mataeo (3) and Chandon (22 months).

A classy and tough front-rower, Chris won two Group 
11 premierships, with Dubbo Macquarie in 2008 and 
Dubbo CYMS in 2011. He also represented Group 
11 and Western Division on many occasions and in 
2014 he had returned to his junior club, the Wellington 
Cowboys.

He was a highly regarded member of the large 
earthworks company Maas Group and had been 
elevated to the position of quarry manager. Men of 
League members and Maas Group representatives 
Wes Maas and Damien Porter were integral to the 
organisation of the trust dinner.

FRANK MELIT 
Melit was a talented schoolboy rugby league and union 
player at Ashgrove Marists in Brisbane’s west and 
went on to carve out a distinguished first grade career.

He was desperately unlucky not to represent 
Queensland, but had the joy of winning premierships 
with Brothers in 1956 and 1958. In the 1956 season he 
was Brisbane’s leading try scorer with 31. He retired 
from rugby league aged 33 but then tried his hand at 
rugby union, playing until he was 50.

Frank was a prominent official with Past Brothers and 
was awarded life membership. His greatest legacy is 
the Confraternity of Brothers clubs, which now boasts 
35 member clubs throughout Queensland and the 
Northern Territory. He was 82 when hepassed away.

TOM HICKEY 
Tom Hickey was a powerful forward with Brothers in 
Brisbane in the 1950s and, along with Test forward 
Brian Davies, paved the way for Brothers’ dominance 
in the rucks in their 17-10 win over Wests in the 1956 
Brisbane grand final. Wests’ pack was led by the great 
Duncan Hall. 

Tom later went on to become president of Brothers 
senior club, and then the juniors, and his son Andrew 
also played first grade for the club in the 1980s. 

A long-time employee of Queensland Newspapers 
as a printer and press operator, Tom passed away on 
August 30, aged 81. 

JON RICKETTS 
Jon played Anthony Shield representative rugby 
league for Richmond in 1948-49 from the South 
Lismore club. Ricketts’ powerful bursts on the wing for 
Richmond were a feature of the district’s successful 
run in those years, helping Souths to premiership 
before calling a halt to his football career because of 
work and family commitments.

He became treasurer of the Brothers club at 
Murwillumbah, where he was based as an area 
manager with Shell Oil Company, and played the odd 
reserve grade game. 

His eldest son Stephen played for the club and are 
Brothers’ first father and son combination. Steve went 
on to write rugby league for The Telegraph in Brisbane 
and The Courier-Mail. Jon passed away in Brisbane on 
August 21, aged 85.

CLIVE COX 
Clive was a great rugby league player in the Tweed 
District. He was a member of Seagulls reserve grade 
premiers in 1952 and 1955 and in 1957  was the best 
forward award winner in A grade.

In 1958 he was a member of the Seagulls team who 
were the CRL club champions and undefeated Tweed 
premiers and in 1959 he joined the Cudgen Football 
Club playing in their A grade premiership side and was 
awarded the best and fairest trophy.

Clive returned to Seagulls in 1963, winning the 
premiership before retiring. 

Men of League Tweed District were helpful to the 
Cox family before Clive passed away. “Their welfare 
officers Neil Pengelly and Mick Ryan came around 
several times to mow and whipper snip our lawn, and 
chat to Clive,” said his wife June.
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BISHOPS ENJOY SUPPORT 
Betty Bishop, wife of former 
Great Britain captain Tommy, was 
delighted to receive a visit from 
the Men of League Gold Coast’s 
welfare officers Greg Sylvester 
and Bob Honan at Pindara Private 
Hospital. Betty is recovering from 
a lower back operation. Over the 
past 12 months, Tommy has also 
had a few medical issues that have 
required hospitalisation. 

Tommy, the former St Helens 
halfback, toured Australia with 
Great Britain in 1966 and 1968 with 
their World Cup team. The Bishops 
migrated to Australia in 1970 
where Tommy resumed his career 
with the Cronulla Sharks. In 1973, 
Tommy was the captain-coach of 
the Cronulla team when they were 
narrowly defeated by Manly 10-7 
in what is considered the toughest 
grand final in history. In 2005, 
Tommy was named as a Cronulla 
Immortal. He is a welfare officer 
for the Men of League Gold Coast 
committee. 

‘YOGI’ FIELDS VISIT BY  
OLD RIVAL 
Northern Sydney welfare officers 
Norm Pounder and Ken Vessey 
met up with a true Narrabeen 
local and Men of League member, 
Rodney ‘Yogi’ Field, for a coffee 
and a chat.

Rodney was recovering from a 
heart stent operation. He has been 
a northern beaches man all his life 

VICS HELP FAMILY IN NEED 
The Melbourne committee were 
recently made aware of the Boggitt 
family whose daughter, a single 
parent with two young daughters 
aged 8 and 10, had passed away.

Gavin and Debra, the maternal 
grandparents, were already caring 
for their severely disabled 14-year-
old son who needs constant care 
as well as their teenage daughter. 
Now they faced the added 
responsibility of caring for their two 
young grand-daughters. 

Gavin has been a rugby league 
supporter through and through, 
having played for Blacktown 
juniors, and coached in Townsville 
and New Zealand. He was also 
one of the founding members of 
the Eastern Raptors Rugby League 
Club in Melbourne.

The Victorian committee was on 
hand to offer personal and financial 
support and will continue to work 
with the family. 

LENDING A HELPING HAND

L-R Norm Pounder, Rodney Field and Ken Vessey

ALAN’S MATES COME TO 
RESCUE 
Allan Tully has been doing it 
tough for the past four years 
and the assistance provided by 
Men of League typifies what the 
Foundation is about – looking after 
mates.

Allan, 60, was a talented rugby 
league player with Narromine and 
later Logan City in the Brisbane 
metropolitan league. A bricklayer 
by trade, he has had a dreadful 
run of luck. Firstly, he nearly 
severed his leg using an angle 
grinder. Following a lengthy and 
complicated recovery, he had a 
second accident with the same 
angle grinder cutting his hand. 

Just as he was gaining the use 
of his hand he was diagnosed 
with a rare disease called Chronic 
Inflammatory Demyelinating 
Polyneuropathy, a condition that 
only six people in Australia suffer 
from and there is no known cure. 

The outcome of the disease is that 
Allan has no movement of any of 
his limbs and faces being bed and 
wheelchair bound for the rest of 
his life. If a cure is not discovered, 
he will be totally dependent on 
his wife, Kerrie and will have no 
capacity to work in the future.

Wayne Gough, Allan Tully, Kerrie Tully, Ron Atkins 
(Brisbane committee president), Bob Green  and 
Vance Rennie (Brisbane committee secretary).

and played for Narrabeen Sharks 
from under-6s to A grade as a front-
rower who gained selection in the 
Manly Warringah SG Ball, Jersey 
Flegg and President’s Cup teams. 

Rodney and Norm were front row 
rivals in A grade games between 
the Sharks and Belrose United  
who Norm captain-coached  
after retiring from grade league 
with Manly.

Rodney still follows junior league 
in the Manly Warringah District, 
especially the Sharks, and is a 
keen supporter of the Sea Eagles 
in the NRL. In past years he was 
an active surf boat crew member 
for the North Narrabeen Surf Life 
Saving Club and he stills does 
some rowing and ocean canoeing.
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MUSEUM VISIT 
The NRL Heroes and Legends 
Museum played host to a group 
of special guests from the Royal 
Rehab Centre, Putney in Chris 
Peters (accompanied by partner 
Belinda and his dad, Norman) and 
Michael Simon.

The visit was enhanced by the 
presence of Ben Ross, Velu 
Nuumaalii and some photograph 
and chat opportunities with Nathan 
Hindmarsh and Sydney Roosters 
players Sonny Bill Williams, Dylan 
Napa and Frank-Paul Nu’uausala, 
who lifted Chris and his family and 
Michael by their friendship.

Terry Williams gave an excellent 
commentary on the history of rugby 
league and on the world class 
museum’s exhibits on display. 
Our special thanks go to Terry for 
making the visit one Chris and 
Michael will never forget along with 
the rest of us present.

Belinda Peters, Norman Peters, Chris Peters,  
Kel Smith, Terry Williams, Daniel Nuumaalii,  
Norm Pounder, Velu Nuumaalii, Ben Ross, 
Michael Simon and Ken Vessey

PATCH’S VAN PATCHED UP 
The roof on former Western 
Suburbs forward, Mark Patch’s 
caravan no longer leaks thanks to 
repairs funded by the Men of League.

Mark, who played with Wests from 
1955 until 1961, has been living in 

Northern Rivers welfare officer Bob Johnson (left), 
Mark Patch and Phil Chesham at Mark’s caravan 
in Yamba

Men of League Brisbane visited 
Allan and Kerrie while he was in 
hospital and were joined by his 
former teammate from Logan City, 
Wayne Gough and former Wests 
Panthers premiership captain Bob 
Green. It was discovered that the 
Tully house would have to have 
work done to make it wheelchair 
friendly and a special bed needed 
to be purchased before Allan could 
leave hospital and return home.

Allan’s tradesman mates banded 
together and worked for nothing 
to make the house user friendly 
for the wheelchair. Men of League 
also funded the purchase of the 
special bed allowing Allan to 
come home from hospital. Men of 
League Brisbane and Melbourne 
committees, with Ben Ross, 
have worked with funds from 
the Victorian Aces Sports Club 
sponsorship being made available 
to fund the purchase of the bed.

The Brisbane team together 
with Men of League Melbourne 
president Peter Foreman, a former 
coach of Allan’s, are planning to 
run a benefit function to raise some 
much needed funds to further 
support Allan and Kerrie.

the caravan at Yamba after moving 
to the Far North Coast seaside 
village 17 years ago.

When Men of League Northern 
Rivers president, Phil Chesham 
heard about Mark’s leaky roof, 
he organised the repairs. Men 
of League also helped out by 
widening a doorway for easier 
access for him.

Mark’s league career began in 
Lismore. He moved to Maitland 
and then joined Wests and his 
career saw him play in two grand 
finals. He also represented NSW 
twice. He finished his career back 
in Lismore as captain and coach of 
South Lismore.

SAD LOSS OF YOUNG MAN 
The Melbourne committee recently 
had the opportunity to offer 
assistance to the Williams family 
who are closely associated with 
the Werribee Bears club that plays 
in the Melbourne competition. 

Our committee was advised by the 
VRL that Nathan Williams, a 27-year-
old Werribee Bears official who was 
married with five young children, had 
passed away suddenly of a heart 
attack. The Williams family, of Maori 
heritage, was struggling to come 
to grips with the passing of their 
loved one and were trying to have 
him buried in the family cemetery at 
Huntly in New Zealand.

The committee moved quickly 
and, with the assistance of Corene 

The Williams Family

Strauss and Ben Ross, gained 
authorisation to offer much needed 
and speedy assistance for the 
family.

The Melbourne committee worked 
with the VRL, the Werribee club 
and youth workers to assist with 
the funeral arrangements and the 
transportation of Nathan’s coffin to 
Huntly. The family also requested 
assistance to travel to New 
Zealand for the burial and we were 
happy to arrange and fund the 
airfares for Nathan’s widow, Cazna 
and their five children.
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Tony Wood and John McIntyre

VICTOR THE VIKING 
BY TONY WOOD

My name is Tony Wood and I 
attended my first Canberra Raiders 
game in 1982. The opposition 
was Western Suburbs and their 
mascot, Mark the Magpie was their 
best asset. “The Raiders need 
a mascot,” I said to anyone who 
would listen and with the invaluable 
assistance of the Carinya Centre for 
the Handicapped in Queanbeyan, 
a lot of paper mache, a Raiders 
jumper, shorts, a pair of thongs and 
the blessing of the venerable Les 
McIntyre, Victor the Viking made 
his first appearance at the match 
against South Sydney at Seiffert 
Oval the following weekend. 

That was 32 years ago and since 
then, I have attended nearly every 
junior registration day in the local 
area, countless fetes and local 
rugby league celebrations in the 
guise of Victor. He has even been 
invited to three weddings and a 
funeral – all in full Victor the Viking 
regalia! 

Sadly, on 3 March, my world turned 
upside down when I was taken to 
Canberra Hospital and diagnosed 
with Conversion Disorder which is a 
condition related to stress or pain in 
the body and gives the symptoms of 
a stroke. The right hand side of my 
body had lost all feeling. I could not 
talk, walk or move. The future was 
not all that bright.

I was transferred to the Canberra 
Hospital Rehabilitation Unit where 
the prognosis improved. I promised 

myself that, with the help of all the 
wonderful people that cared for me, 
I would walk out of that hospital 
and after six weeks I did.

The support of the Canberra 
rugby league community was 
overwhelming, especially that of 
the Men of League. John McIntyre, 
who I have known for many years, 
came to visit me in hospital on 
behalf of the Foundation. Visits 
such as his, and the chance to talk 
over old times, certainly helped the 
time pass quickly.

It was during this time that I 
was introduced to Mark Lynch, 
a welfare officer for the Men of 
League. Mark continues to offer his 
support and the two of us often sit 
down for hours and relive our many 
memories of rugby league. 

The invaluable support I have 
received from the Men of League 
has enabled me to get back to the 
game of rugby league, the game I 
love.

BEAR BOUNCES BACK 
Men of League member Paul 
Hancock, who played for the North 
Sydney Bears from 1964 to 1968, 
was pleased to receive a visit from 
Men of League Northern Sydney 
welfare officers Fred Jackson and 
Ken Vessey at his new sea change 
location.

Paul was graded in 1964 initially 
as a centre but then moved to the 
second row, playing until 1968 
when knee injuries forced him to 
retire after more than 100 grade 
games in all grades with the likes 
of Ken Irvine, Billy Wilson, Ross 
Warner, Fred Griffiths, Denis Cubis 
and George Ambrum.

Ken Vessey, Paul Hancock and Fred Jackson

DAN IN GOOD CARE 
Former Queensland selector and 
Wide Bay official Dan Tanner has 
recently been discharged from 
Noosa Private Hospital and is 
now residing in a nursing home in 
Gympie.

Sunshine Coast committee 
members Bob Hagan and John 
Bourke paid a visit to the 91-year-
old Tanner before he left hospital 
and reported that while his health 
might be frail, his mind was sharp.

“Dan is as sharp as a tack”, said 
welfare manager Bourke. “He was 
really pleased to see us and very 
appreciative of the Men of League 
shirt and cap, as well as the 
magazines we presented him.”

As fate would have it, Tanner was a 
Queensland selector when Hagan 
and Bourke wore the maroon 
colours.

Upon retiring he served on the 
North Sydney coaching panel, 
became involved with representative 
teams before being on the club’s 
football committee and being Frank 
Hyde’s back up on radio station 
2SM during crosses to North 
Sydney Oval for match scores.

Paul is recovering well from his 
second right knee replacement 
operation after being in considerable 
pain for over 12 months.

RUGBY LEAGUE 
WEEK WINNER 
Men of League would like to 
thank our loyal members for 
their continued support of 
the Foundation. To show our 
appreciation, we have randomly 
selected David Farrell (#8448) 
to win a one year Rugby League 
Week magazine subscription! 
Special thanks to Rugby League 
Week who have kindly donated this 
prize. Keep an eye out in future 
magazines to see if you are the 
next member to win!
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People from the NSW Hunter Valley town of 
Aberdeen have always loved and admired Alex 
McKinnon and that is now matched by a group 

determination to help the wheelchair bound former 
NRL player in his ongoing treatment and determination 
to walk again.

A committee was formed called Aberdeen’s All 4 Alex 
which is working with the Rise For Alex Foundation. It 
put together an event on Saturday 8 November that 
not only Alex would be proud of but may become a 
regular event each year.

A side made up of former NRL players took on the 
local invitational side made up of players Alex had 
played with, went to school with or who had close ties 
with him growing up.

The day started with a coaching clinic for more than 
170 children before a crowd of 2500. 

After the clinic the games of league started with the 
Aberdeen Old Boys taking on an Upper Hunter Men of 
League which ran out winners 18-12.

While the crowd prepared themselves for the main 
game we saw the Aberdeen under-10s take on St 
Mary’s Primary School which Alex attended in his 
junior years.

The main game was refereed by NRL referee Shayne 
Hayne with his son Keegan running a line. So Alex 
could watch the game while starting a new form of 
treatment on the Gold Coast, it was streamed live by 
Newcastle’s BLive on their website.

The heat of the Upper Hunter caused some fatigue 
but didn’t stop some quality skills by both sides and 
some big hits from both sides. The All Stars won 22 

-12 with some great displays by Michael Buettner, 
Mark O’Meley, Dennis Moran, Luke Patten, Nathan 
Blacklock and Nathan Hindmarsh.

Captain of the invitational side, Mark Wilton, said: 
“Even though the ex-NRL stars may have been out of 
the game for some time they showed why they were 
NRL players with some great skills”. 

The invitational side, which was coached by Newcastle 
Knights coach Rick Stone and local NRL players Adam 
Clysdale and Tyler Randell, was well served by Scott 
Dunn, Kerrod Holland, Mark Wilton, Justin Smith and 
Dan Hagan.

After the game players mingled with supporters at a 
barbeque and auctioned off the jumpers and footballs 
while listening to Darryl ‘Carrots’ Bowen and Craig 
‘Burnout’ Daniels perform their Alex Day by Day as 
part of the entertainment.

All money raised on the day will be donated to 
Aberdeen’s All 4 Alex fund which will go towards his 
ongoing treatment.

NRL All Stars: Luke Patten, Nathan Blacklock, Michael 
Buettner, Shane Martene, Greg Florimo, Dennis 
Moran, Brad Drew, Matt Parsons, Robbie McCormack, 
Tony Grimaldi, Mark O’Meley, Josh Stuart, Willie 
Leyshon, Mitchell Sargent, Jamie Feeney (captain), 
Andrew Ryan, Nathan Hindmarsh, Josh Stuart, Steve 
Trindall, Adam Perry, Nigel Roy and Brad Morrin.

Aberdeen All 4 Alex invitational side: Justin Smith, Seth 
Morgan, Sean Tanner, Scott Dunn, Dave Murnane, 
Kerrod Holland, Cade Boney, Ben Hagan, Ben Clarke, 
Dan Hagan, Daley Boney, Dale Watson, Mark Wilton 
(captain), Clinton Blenman, Joss Boyton, Will Carrigan, 
Zac Douglas, Brad Murray, Tom Hagan and Marcus Marsh.

IT’S ALL 4 ALEX
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It has been a tough year for Steven Cook, who 
was shocked to find at age 32 that he had bowel 
cancer. Yet to walk onto ANZ Stadium with the NRL 

preliminary final captains and toss the coin, then see 
his beloved Rabbitohs win the match and a week later 
become champions, was an amazing highlight.

Just weeks after his 31st birthday in June 2013, the 
Wagga man was diagnosed with the cancer which 
shows that it can surprisingly affect young men well 
before the expected threshold of 50.

He has fought it well with chemotherapy and a positive 
attitude, and was chosen to represent Bowel Cancer 
Australia at the preliminary final in September as part 
of the NRL Kick Bowel Cancer campaign.

The campaign ran in conjunction with the NRL finals 
series to build awareness about the disease and the 
importance of early detection, reducing stigma and 
educating Australians about the risks associated with 
bowel cancer.

Cook played for Wagga Brothers until his diagnosis 
last year but retained his club secretary role, so he is a 
great contributor to rugby league.

The avid Rabbitohs fan since age three, he described 
the NRL centre-field experience before their clash with 
the Roosters as “something I will never forget”.

Cook is eager to use his role with Bowel Cancer 
Australia to reach those people who might not have 
bowel cancer on their radar at an early age.

After undergoing surgery and chemotherapy to treat 
the initial cancer, the disease returned in his lung 
which was treated with further surgery and chemo, 
which will continue until January, but is positive about 
beating the dreaded disease. 

Cook is appealing to young people to be aware of their 
bodies, alert to any unusual symptoms and willing to 
see a doctor if they notice any changes.

“This can happen to anyone,” he stressed. “But bowel 
cancer is so curable if it is caught early. If you are 
young and you do have concerns, you might have to 
push your doctor to order tests like a colonoscopy but 
there is no shame in doing that.”

STEVE TOSSED A 
SURPRISE EXPERIENCE

Steve Cook with daughters Charlie and Leila at the Rabbitohs v Roosters 
preliminary final at ANZ Stadium.
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Rugby league recently gained seven of the 15 
privileged inaugural inductees of the Sydney 
Cricket Ground’s Media Hall of Honour.

Channel 9’s chief league commentator Ray Warren 
and prolific sports author Ian Heads are the only two 
living league identities among the intake.

Former league broadcasters ‘Tiger’ Black and Frank 
Hyde, along with journalists E. E. ‘Ernie’ Christensen 
and J. C. Davis and photographer John O’Gready 
were inducted posthumously, and all were represented 
by family members at the unveiling.

Warren’s first TV broadcasting experience was calling 
1974 Amco Cup midweek games and later premiership 
games from 1983-86 for Channel 10. He joined 
Channel 9’s State of Origin commentary team in 1989 
and, when the Nine Network gained exclusive league 
TV rights in 1992, he became the game’s highest 
profile commentator, a position unchallenged for two 
decades.

Heads began writing about league when a cadet 
journalist with the Daily Telegraph in 1964, progressing 
to chief league writer for the Telegraph and Sunday 
Telegraph for 12 seasons from 1969.  He became 
managing editor of Rugby League Week in 1981 and 
in 1988 produced the first of more than 40 sport books.

Black was reserve grade hooker when St George 
won its maiden first-grade premiership in 1938 before 
embarking on a radio career that began at 2UW and 
progressed to 2UE and 2KY where he called games 
from the sidelines and hosted a Saturday morning sports 
show as an established and respected league figure.

Hyde played for Balmain, Newtown and Norths and in 
1953 he became a popular radio sports broadcaster 
with 2SM. He was also a columnist for the Sydney 
Morning Herald, Sun-Herald, Catholic Weekly and 
Rugby League Week as well as a panellist on Channel 
9’s World of Sport.

Christensen was the doyen of league writers of 
his time, often breaking major news stories in the 
afternoon newspaper, The Sun, where he worked from 
1945 up until his sudden death in 1980 after returning 
from the Olympic Games in Moscow. He published 
the official Rugby League Yearbook from 1947-78 and 

edited the NSWRL’s program, Rugby League News 
(later renamed Big League), for two decades.

Davis, regarded as one of the nation’s first great 
sportswriters, worked for the sporting newspaper The 
Referee from its first edition in 1886 until 1939 where 
he used the pen names of ‘The Cynic’ (football) and 
‘Not Out’ (cricket). He also edited The Arrow and 
Sunday Times, which were other Sydney weeklies. His 
extensive sporting memorabilia collection is archived 
with the State Library of NSW.

O’Gready captured the epic photo of rival captains 
and mud-covered gladiators Norm Provan and Arthur 
Summons embracing after the 1963 grand final that is 
cast in bronze as the NRL premiership trophy. O’Gready 
took images from the sidelines of the SCG at 29 grand 
finals, and his shot of Provan and Summons won the 
British Press Sport Picture of the Year award. 

Surprise omissions from the inductees were Claude 
Corbett and Tom Goodman. Corbett was a pioneer of 
league reporting for numerous publications including 
the Daily Telegraph, The Referee, The Sun and Sun-
Herald and coined the description of South Sydney 
as “pride of the league” in the 1920s. Goodman was 
an eloquent writer of rugby league and cricket for the 
Sydney Morning Herald and Sun-Herald in a career 
that spanned from the 1920s until the last 1960s.

The seven other inductees into the media hall of fame 
were Jim Shepherd, Richie Benaud, Jack Fingleton, 
Norman May, Alan McGilvray, John Moyes, Bill O’Reilly 
and Ray Robinson.

MEDIA MEN HONOURED 
BY SCG TRUST

BY JOHN BLANCH

Ian Heads flanked by SCG Trust chairman Tony Shepherd (left) and NSW 
Sport and Recreation Minister Stuart Ayres. Photo courtesy of SCG Trust
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NRL WELFARE & EDUCATION
OUR PLAYERS ARE BETTER PEOPLE FOR HAVING BEEN PART OF THE LEAGUE.

This is the vision of NRL/RLPA Welfare and Education. From our Holden Cup “No Work 
or No Study = No Play” philosophy, to our NRL career and social responsibility programs 
through to career transition services for retiring players, we aim to help players be 
successful both on and off the field. Here are just some of their exciting success stories.

BRYAN NORRIE 
Apprentice mentor at the 
Melbourne Storm

178 games 
St George Dragons 7 
Penrith Panthers 28 
Cronulla Sharks 25 
Melbourne Storm 118

1. What is an apprentice mentor and how did 
you become one with the Melbourne Storm? An 
apprentice mentor is somebody who can assist an 
apprentice throughout their apprenticeship by being 
available over the phone or face-to-face, to help with 
any dramas or issues that may arise. The aim of the 
program is to increase the apprenticeship completion 
rate of players. The education and welfare team put my 
name forward to become a mentor as I had completed 
an electrical apprenticeship while playing footy full time. 

2. How many apprentices do you look after at 
the Melbourne Storm? We have seven Melbourne 
Storm player apprentices and trainees involved in the 
program as well as 21 apprentices through our club 
sponsors involved in the program. 

3. What are the benefits of the NRL trade up 
program? Trying to juggle a football career and an 
apprenticeship can be very challenging, so having the 
support from a mentor who has been in their shoes 
and understands the hurdles that they might come 
up against, hopefully helps the current players. The 
mentor is also able to liaise with their employer if there 
is an issue such as training times, games and other 
issues that might interfere with their working hours.

4. What are the positives to the young guys 
coming through the game in partaking in an 
apprenticeship? Players now have the opportunity 
to get through a significant part of their apprenticeship 
and even complete it by the time they start full time 
training. The under-20s program allows the players to 
train before and after work so they can go to work and 
attend TAFE with less dramas. Having a trade leaves 
the players in a great position to gain employment 
once they finish with their football career.

5. What were the benefits for you in doing a trade? 
I’m a qualified electrician and I’ll always have my trade 
there to use after football. I really enjoyed doing my 
apprenticeship while playing. Whilst it was demanding 
at times, I feel I played my best football while I was 
working. I think it’s good for your footy to have other 
interests while playing.

Our objective is to create individuals who are: 

• Balanced in life
• Proud of the game
• Dedicated to professional development and  

life-long learning
• Self-aware and self-confident
• Good team members
• Respectful
• Wise and ethical decision makers
• Trade up with the NRL

NRL players who have completed trade qualifications 
are inspiring young players to stay engaged in their 
apprenticeship and see it through to completion.

The Trade up with the NRL program is funded by 
the Australian Government through the Australian 
Apprenticeships Mentoring Package. 

It has seen 26 current and former NRL players mentor 
440 apprentices across the 15 Australian NRL clubs, 
including players from the NRL, NYC, State League, 
under-18s and under-16s.

All mentors have to undergo training relevant to this 
program including mentor training, Certificate IV in 
Career Development and a Mental Health First Aid 
certificate. They draw on their experience along with 
relevant training and a range of strategies to assist the 
apprentice complete and achieve their goals. 
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Our fourth annual Men of League Cox Plate 
Race Day Luncheon was a huge success on 
Saturday 25 October at Sydney’s Rosehill 

Gardens grand pavilion. The day saw a slew of rugby 
league’s current and past greats get together for a 
pint and a punt with members of the extended rugby 
league family, as they watched the live broadcast of 
the Cox Plate on one of the southern hemisphere’s 
largest super screens. 

League legends and Men of League representatives, 
chairman Ron Coote, patron John Fahey, welfare and 
education manager Ben Ross, NRL alumni manager 
Michael Buettner and NSW state manager Stuart 
Raper mingled with guests. 

Guests rubbed shoulders with players past and 
present including Dean Widders, Peter Louis, Michael 
Vella, Ben Galea, Wade Graham, Todd Carney, 
Dr George Peponis, Paul ‘Nobby’ Clarke, Mick 
Liubinskas, Geoff Gerard and John Peard. 

Former champion jockey Darren Beadman made a 
guest speech, enlightening the group with insights into 
a life spent on the race track. 

Entertainment continued in full swing with a 
performance by Megan Longhurst, The Voice Australia 
contestant and daughter of the late Gary Longhurst, 
a Panthers and Dragons hooker. Megan debuted her 
new single Ice Girl to a captivated audience. 

Chairman Ron Coote also celebrated his 70th birthday. 

A special thank you goes to sponsors Canterbury 
Leagues Club, Harvey Norman, Palmerbet, Alpha 
Flight Services and Sydney Markets and to Nick 
Moraitis for helping make the day possible. 

The wonderful event would not have happened 
without the support of the 330 guests who joined the 
Foundation to celebrate the work of Men of League 
and contributed to our fundraising efforts.

A PUNT AND PINTS AT ROSEHILL

Stuart Raper, birthday boy Ron Coote and Jason Turik at the race day. Some of the race day action.
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South Sydney rugby league legend John Sattler 
considered suicide as he lay in hospital and in 
fear he would be a quadriplegic for life after his 

car was written off in an horrific accident.

Sattler, 72, sporting front teeth obtained in Thailand 
and suffering from rheumatoid arthritis, makes the 
explosive revelation in his book Glory, Glory.

The accident occurred on Bribie Island north-east 
of Brisbane in August, 1979 when Sattler was aged 
37, and he asked his wife Barbara to assist with his 
suicide while lying in the spinal unit of Royal Brisbane 
Hospital.

“They [doctors] told Barbara that ordinary victims of 
such horrific road accidents do not make it,” Sattler 
tells in the book. “The doctors were adamant that it 
was only the strength of my neck that kept me alive.

“Eventually, I receive a visit from Michael Cleary, my 
old teammate at Souths and [son] Scott’s godfather. 
I tell him what I have told Barbara: that [if] I cannot 
confront life without the full use of my limbs, I’m better 
off dead.

“Don’t be ridiculous,” Mike fires at me. “You handle 
pain better than anyone I know. You are coming good, 
Satts. Don’t give up now.

“Euthanasia or even suicide are no longer options for me.”

Meanwhile, the mouthguard worn by Sattler when his 
jaw was broken in the 1970 grand final against Manly 
remains one of his treasured possessions 44 years 
after the infamous incident.

Sattler played 77 minutes of the game in excruciating 
pain with the smashed jaw, caused by “a vicious right 
hook” from Manly forward John Bucknall.

Author Peter Badel, chief league writer for the Courier 
Mail newspaper in Brisbane and a former Mascot boy, 
told the gathering at the launch: “I was interviewing 
John when he left the room briefly and returned with 
the mouthguard.” 

The same mouthguard, which Sattler wore throughout 
his career and thought he had tucked into his shorts, 
was lost after the 1971 grand final against St George 
but found the next day when he and his father returned 
and searched the SCG’s hallowed turf.

Sattler, because of his fearsome reputation on the 
football field, was the target of “young hoons” when he 
and his family had hotels in Gladstone, at Bribie Island 
and Southport after his playing days, and many of the 
altercations ended with just the one punch.

“My son, Scott, likes to claim that I never lost a fight, 
but it’s only fair and appropriate that I set the record 
straight,” Sattler concedes in the book.

In 1983 a friend of Sattler’s was in charge of providing 
Hamilton Island, which had just opened, with wildlife 
to satisfy the Japanese tourists, and he and the friend 
went to a property where a horde of kangaroos and 
emus were being kept in a holding yard.

“Most of the cute creatures were compliant, until I 
approached a huge red kangaroo, who was nearly as 
tall as me,” Sattler says. “Big Red recoiled and lashed 
out with his big claw, ripping a deep flesh wound near 
my ribs. He then landed another blow, taking a chunk 
of skin out just above my knee.”

Glory, Glory, My Life, John Sattler with Peter Badel, 
RRP $34.99. Published by Nero.

SATTS REVEALS DARKEST MOMENT
BY JOHN BLANCH
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It was on a five-week shipboard journey to England 
that a close friendship that has lasted more than 
six decades began between 1952 Kangaroos Ken 

McCaffery and Harry Wells.

That 38-day journey, when McCaffery was 23 and 
Wells the 20-year-old tour baby, was recalled in late 
September when Harry and his wife Yvonne drove 
from their home in Port Macquarie to celebrate Ken’s 
85th birthday at his home, north of Ballina. 

“We have been good mates from the first time we 
met,” McCaffery recalled. “On the ‘52 Kangaroo tour 
we were away from home for eight months and Harry 
and I became very tight during this time.

“As a player, he is the best I ever played with as far 
as putting his outside men into try-scoring positions. 
A young Reg Gasnier played his first nine Tests with 
Harry as his centre partner and he scored nine tries in 
these games.”

A versatile player, McCaffery played eight Tests as a 
centre, five-eighth and halfback and scored six tries. 
Wells was a teammate in seven of his Tests. On 
the 1953 tour to New Zealand, the pair were centre 
partners in all three Tests with McCaffery the Australian 
vice-captain and scorer of eight tries from his six 
games. 

Tour captain Clive Churchill did not play against 
Northland at Whangarei and McCaffery led the team 
that scored 24 tries in the 98-7 win, with Brian Carlson 
crossing for nine.

McCaffery was also a member of Australia’s team for 
the first World Cup held in France, in 1954. On the 
way home, Australia played two exhibition games in 
Los Angeles against New Zealand. Olympic swimming 
champion Johnny Weissmuller, who later became 
famous as Tarzan in the television series, was the 
public relations man for the Australians and the trio 
formed a warm friendship. 

McCaffery was born in Paddington and played 50 first 
grade games with his first club, the Roosters (then 
Eastern Suburbs) in three seasons before moving to 
Toowoomba where he was coached by the legendary 
Duncan Thompson. While up north from 1951 to 1956, 
he played 17 games for Queensland before moving 
to Brisbane where he played with Fortitude Valley and 
finally returning to Sydney to play for North Sydney. 

McCaffery spent time as a commentator and also as 
club boss of Canterbury and then North Sydney before 
retiring to the far north coast. Son Paul played almost 
100 first grade games for the Bears as a halfback. 

Wells was born at Wollongong and, as a 19-year-old 
winger, was a member of South Sydney’s 1951 grand 
final winning team. The powerful centre also played 
94 first grade games for the Wests Magpies from 
1956 to 1961 and played 29 Tests (13 tries), made 
two Kangaroo tours (1952 and 1959), played in three 
World Cups (1954, 1957 and 1960), represented NSW 
in 27 games, Country firsts four times and City Firsts 
on three occasions. 

He played in various country centres in NSW and 
Queensland after ending his Sydney career and retired 
at age 40 in Port Macquarie in 1972 but has remained 
in the town since. 

While a few hundred kilometres separate them, they 
have remained in regular contact and their bond was 
evident to everyone who attended Ken’s birthday, 62 
years after they first became great mates.

SHIPMATES FOREVER
BY BARRY ROSS

Mates for life … Harry Wells (left) and birthday boy Ken McCaffery.
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An extended stay in hospital for Gunnedah 
men Nathan Barnes and Colin ‘Cocky’ Sills 
was brightened when local Men of League 

Foundation North West committee president Don 
Pascoe dropped by for a visit.

During the visit sports enthusiasts Barnes and Sills 
were presented with Men of League hats and T-shirts.

“Both men have not been well recently and our charity 
has kept in touch with them. We were pleased to 
present them with a few gifts,” Don said.

Barnes, 29, had been in and out of hospital since 
February, when an 11cm tumour was removed from  
his spine.

Sills has also become a familiar face in Tamworth and 
Gunnedah hospitals after he badly broke his ankle 
earlier in the year. His ankle has been pinned back in 
place and he was put in a brace for several months.

Sills is a former first grade Gunnedah player, and had 
a few seasons in the late 60s playing with Pascoe.

FLYING THE FLAG  
OUT WEST

GRAEME CONFRONTING NEW LIFE

Popular truckie and footy lover Graeme Hunt could 
not contemplate how his life would change when he 
tried to play good Samaritan by electing to help a 

neighbour after hearing a ruckus in his Merrylands street.

After asking a group of arguing men to keep the noise 
down, he was shot through the chest, with a bullet 
lodging in his spine and leaving him a paraplegic in 
March this year.

He will move to Tweed Heads to start a new life in 
a specially converted house and many people have 
come to the aid of the popular 62-year-old grandfather 
who played rugby league until he was 44.

Back row: Norm Pounder, Jim Towers, Ken Vessey and Ben Ross. 
Front: Michelle Jeffery and Graeme Hunt

(from left) Nathan Barnes, Don Pascoe and Colin Sills

That includes Radio 2GB owner John Singleton, 
James Packer’s Crown Resorts Foundation and the 
Daily Telegraph newspaper.

Men of League has also given its support and welfare 
officers Norm Pounder and Ken Vessey and national 
welfare and education manager Ben Ross visited 
Graeme when he was in Royal North Shore’s rehab 
unit.

“Graeme is a unique person who possesses a great 
outlook on the everyday life he faces in his rehab 
treatment,” said Vessey.

Born in Merrylands, Hunt played for Granville 
Diggers then Chester Hill Hornets. Over the years 
he developed strong mateships with many fellow 
footballers including Jeff Singh (aka Mr Chester Hill), 
Darryl Sewell, Terry and Peter Lamb, Geoff Robinson 
and Kerry Hemsley.

While at the Royal Rehab Centre, the Foundation 
representatives met Michelle Jeffery, from the Central 
Coast, who was undergoing treatment for spinal 
injuries she suffered while surfing. 

Michelle was an accomplished touch footballer and 
avid footy follower.
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The creation of the ‘Taj Mahal’ (aka South Sydney 
Junior Rugby League Club) at Kingsford by 
George Wintle remains as one of the greatest 

sporting achievements in NSW’s history and a tribute to 
great people involved in a wonderful era for league in 
the district.

George was a tireless visionary and understood the 
value of sponsorship and the corporate dollar. His 
knowledge of local government and expertise in public 
relations made it easy for him to encourage volunteers.

George raised standards in the preparation of Souths 
junior representative teams and offered outstanding 
end of competition reward trips. By word and action he 
moulded the strong clubs towards a united cause. He 
created the Kingsford team that won the NSWRL second 
division competition in their first season. George wanted 
to have two first grade teams from South Sydney playing 
at the top level.

League was so strong in 1949 there were 23 clubs 
playing in the A grade, played in two divisions. I recall 
my brother Ted playing for Redfern Waratahs and 
going down 5-2 against Carrington at Coogee Oval in 
the quarter-final. In those days the Sunday afternoon 
“betting ring” was strong at both Redfern and Coogee 
Ovals. Fernleighs beat the Maroubra Surf Club 9-7 
in the grand final before a big crowd of 10,000 at the 
Sydney Sports Ground and a week later Fernleighs beat 
the Eastern Suburbs A grade premiers with consummate 
ease.

The emergence of the strong Alexandria Rovers had 
them win 11 premierships between 1949 and 1954 
including five B grade competitions in a row. Then along 
came Chelsea United and from 1958 to 1964 won 13 
competitions and four club championships. At least 30 
Chelsea United players graduated to first grade teams 
with eight different clubs.

South Sydney Fernleighs D grade in 1951 beat all comers 
in the prestigious Metropolitan nine stone Stamina Cup 
as well as romping home as winners in the South Sydney 
competition. This team included accomplished players in 
Brian Murray, Alan Wong, Bob Honeysett, Doug Cameron, 
Bob Sait, Jack Mitchell and the mercurial Ron Tubb. Most 
of these players became stalwarts with the mighty South 
Sydney Bunnies.

Clem Kennedy (aka ‘The Mighty Atom’ or ‘The Little 
Bully’ at 52kgs played for Cleveland Street, first 
grade South Sydney and Newtown, Australia in 1946 
and Country Combined. He coached South Sydney 
President’s Cup representative teams to victory in 1951 
and 1953 and runners-up in 1959.

From 1960 to 1965 the team were premiers and 
runners-up in 1966. Those years amounted to eight 
premierships, six in consecutive years, two runners-up, 
10 final appearances and the winning of 26 consecutive 
games played under knock-out rules. Clem was one of 
the finest blokes of our times. 

A quite achiever of these times was Barry Atkinson 
from Chelsea United who played in the President’s Cup 
teams from 1961 to 1964 and twice as captain. South 
Sydney won all three representative competitions in 
1969 (President’s Cup, H. Flegg and S. G. Ball) and won 
20 President’s Cups between 1910 and 1987, the most 
by any Club.

Some of the officials from the strong Clubs I recall 
include:

South Sydney Fernleighs - Polly Malone, Len 
Devine, Ted Henderson, Fred Miller and Darcy 
Thompson; Mascot Juniors – Bill Fletcher, Gus Hahn, 
Ern Craigie and Berkly Burns; Alexandria Rovers- Ces 
Healey, Dick Burgess, Ron Thompson ,Wally Dean, 
the Carrolls and John Stewart; Maroubra - Russ 
Stokes, Barry Dunn, Tom Adams, Gary Cook and 
Eric Litchfield; La Perouse- Ian Cook; Zetland Juniors 
- Jack Fanale and John Jones; Waterloo Waratahs- 
Jack Hynes, Fred Annesley and Ned Faunce; 
Kensington United- Wally Stig and John Newman; 
South Sydney Monarchs- Merv Sibthorpe; Redfern 
United -John Watts and Bob Sargent; Botany RSL - 
Henry Morris; Redfern All Blacks- cannot remember 
any names but teams always a danger; Coogee - Phil 
Tresidder, Len Haskins and Ken Brogan and Chelsea 
United- Jack Chesher, Jack Purcell, Billy Harkins , Pat 
O’Grady and Ike Quinn.

The dedicated junior league officials made a very strong 
league and I remember Len Hart, Arch Henderson, Vic 
Wemyss, Ron Ellison, Darcy Thompson, Montgomery, 
Wally Stig, Jack Kelly, Jack Duggan, John Schroder, 
Bert Mason, Wally Dean, Barry Dunn, Merv Sibthorpe, 
Bill Spyrou and the great man George Wintle. Ken 
Howell and Fred West were outstanding for keeping 
players on the paddock.

Some of the coaches of the junior representative teams 
included Clem Kennedy, Brian Murray, Keith Booth, Col 
McKeough, Rod Gorman and Frank Kilcran. 

It is worth mentioning the good standard of the South 
Sydney Referees Association illustrated by Joe Coffey, 
Perc Tipper, Athol Knight, Weary Wilson, Cliff Martin, 
E. Pepper, Norm Roberts, Les Brennan and Joe Griffith 
and I recall that Gary Cook, Kevin Roberts and Dick 
Humphreys reached first grade ranks.

SOUTH SYDNEY HEYDAYS RECALLED
BY FRED HAILWOOD
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Our great game of rugby league has always 
produced great characters with strong minds who 
earn respect from teammates and opponents 

but also find the time to care for family and friends. 

Such a gentleman is former tough footballer and 
publican George Alaban who, at 86, loves living in 
Coffs Harbour with his wife Ella, sons Ray and Doug, 
and is a very proud grandfather.

George was born in Bowraville in 1927 and played 
juniors with Macksville before his family moved to 
Wollongong when he was 19 in 1947 where he played 
with Port Kembla. But you can’t take the country out 
of the man and he returned to Macksville in 1949, 
winning the A grade competition, defeating Bowraville 
in the grand final. He led the way with another 
premiership in 1951.

George moved to Coffs Harbour and joined the Coffs 
Jetty club in 1953, and tasted defeat by Dorrigo in the 
grand final. The following season he was the subject of 
the biggest player transfer fee in NSW Country of £750 
to switch to Coffs Diggers as captain-coach. 

He stayed for three years before his love of the Jetty 
called him back in 1957 where he remained until 1964. 
George held his own with all the best players and 
stood out against the touring France, American All 
Stars and England teams in the 1950s. 

George respected players like Ned Andrews, Peter 
Home and Billy Brown. He called it a day in 1965 but 
Diggers struggled to win a game and was convinced 
him to return to the field to help them. 

It proved an astute move as they made the grand final 
but were beaten by Nambucca Heads. The following 
season he backed up for one more swansong and had 
one of his greatest victories in beating Grafton Ghosts, 
who were led by Clem Rankin, in the grand final. 

George retired from football and moved the family 
away to take over the Railway Hotel at Gulargambone 
in 1967 but was persuaded by a patron with a bet that 
he couldn’t score two tries for the town. He accepted 
the dare and won on a proud day when he played 
alongside his sons Ray and Doug (just 16). 

Running hotels became his love and moved on to 
South Coast’s Merimbula Lakes Hotel for three and 
half years and never hired a bouncer as George was 

also a successful boxer, winning eleven out of twelve 
heavyweight fights, so no patrons dared get out of order.

Springwood Hotel was his next home for eight years 
and he hired a barman named Joe Janiak who was 
to later gain worldwide fame as the trainer and owner 
of champion race horse Takeover Target. George ran 
the North Richmond and Kyogle hotels before settling 
in Coffs Harbour at the Pier Hotel for 20 years. After 
selling the pub in 2007, George and the family still call 
Coffs Harbour home.

If not for his love of country life there is no doubt, 
according to those who saw George Alaban play, that 
he could have made it in the Sydney competition and 
played representative football from there.

Instead he is a country league legend, and a multiple 
title winner, but also a popular mate and family leader.

GEORGE A GIANT OF NORTH COAST LEAGUE
BY PETER BARRETT
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COMMITTEE NEWS
BRISBANE 
BY STEVE RICKETTS, PUBLICITY OFFICER

Men of League Queensland chairman Darryl Van de 
Velde was guest speaker at the October 15 Kick Off 
Club lunch at Broncos Leagues Club and gave an 
interesting insight into his time in rugby league.

Interviewed by 4BC’s Peter Psaltis, Van de Velde 
spoke about the future of Men of League, as well as 
his previous life as a player, coach and administrator.

A minutes silence was observed at the start of the 
lunch for recently deceased members Frank Melit, 
Tom Hickey and Jon Ricketts.

The annual ‘Blast from the Past’ function prior to the 
Intrust Super Cup grand final at Suncorp Stadium 
on 28 September was a resounding success with 
MC Peter Meares, formerly with the ABC, doing an 
excellent job.

Brisbane and Queensland Cup grand final teams 
from 1953, ‘63, ‘73, ‘83, ‘93 and 2003 were honoured 
and the room was packed with well-known rugby 
league faces, among them Les Geeves, Ray Kelly, 
Shane McNally, Gavin Payne, Tony Currie, Steve 
Mills, James Sandy, Craig Green, Ross Strudwick, 
Marty Scanlan, Hugh O’Doherty and Jeff Gill. 

Former Test lock Harold ‘Mick’ Crocker, 86, has a 
new home at the Erowal Aged Care Facility at Maleny 
in the Sunshine Coast Hinterland.

Mick, who played 15 times for Australia and 19 times 
for Queensland in the late 1940s and through the 
1950s, would welcome visitors.

Happy birthday to Brisbane president Ron Atkins 
who defied medical opinion by recently turning 80. 
Raised on the Queensland-New South Wales Border 
at Recreation Street, Tweed Heads, Ron was always 
destined to be involved in rugby league, given the 
famous Tweed Seagulls club played just across the 
road from the family home.

Golf day 2014 - Erina Leagues Club team (from left): I Munro, 
M Dankrat, B Fitzpatrick, B Barriskill.

CENTRAL COAST 
BY DENNIS TOMSETT, PUBLICITY OFFICER

Our annual golf day was held at Shelly Beach in 
September. The day was an outstanding success with 
140 golfers playing in the Ambrose competition. We 
thank the golf club management and staff for their 
involvement in helping to make the day once again 
such a success and enjoyable for all the players. 

At the conclusion of the morning round of golf, players 
were served a delicious two-course lunch followed by 
the presentations. The winners were; G. Beeby, K. 
Fealy, S. Steel, D. Parish (handicap 6.250) net 56.375 
and runners up included: M. Lamaro, D. Flack, C. 
Sinclair and W. Kevill (handicap 7.25) net 56.75.

A family benefit night was also held at the Roosters 
Woy Woy Leagues Club in November to assist Jason 
Jackson and his four young daughters following the 
tragic loss of his wife and their mother, Lauren. Jason 
is a well-known rugby league player with Woy Woy 
Roosters. The Foundation donated memorabilia 
items and our committee members represented the 
Foundation, and assisted with the running of activities 
on the night.

We have enjoyed a very successful and gratifying 
year with an increase in membership and excellent 
support through our fundraising events. We thank our 
many generous supporters for making this possible. 
On behalf of our committee, we wish you all a Merry 
Christmas and a safe and prosperous 2015.
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NEWCASTLE 
BY GARRY LEO, PRESIDENT

It has been another successful year for the Newcastle 
committee although a major setback was the death of 
our long time secretary Ross Gigg whose contribution 
to Men of League was outstanding and we are still 
coming to terms with the loss of his knowledge and 
organisational ability.

We welcome Leigh Maughan as our new secretary. 
Leigh has a background in television and radio 
broadcasting as well as experience in the marketing 
field. He was a founder of the Newcastle Knights as 
well as being the number one ticket holder, and was 
marketing manager of the Knights and a director of the 
Newcastle Rugby League for many years.

Our golf and bowls days at Nelson Bay were well 
patronised and I thank the committee members from 
the Nelson Bay area for their great support.

Treasurer Chris Kelly and wife Roz hosted the 1959-
60 Kangaroos reunion at Nelson Bay which included 
accommodation at the Anchorage Resort and dinner at 
the bowling club. Roz also entertained the wives at the 
Fingal Beach Surf Club. Men of League also organised 
a trivia night on the final night and we want to thank 
Harbourside Haven for their support over the weekend.

Harbourside Haven held their annual footy tipping 
presentation luncheon which was attended by Garry Leo, 
Ken Thornett, Jim Hall, Con Moores, Barry Kelly and Phil 
Flack. Music was supplied by matinee idol Leo Toohey.

A bowls day has been organised for March 2015 at 
Charlestown Bowling Club as well as the golf and 
bowls days at Nelson Bay. Also in the pipeline is a 
sportsman’s lunch in the Hunter Valley.

Several visits were made to people in the Newcastle 
area who were not in the best of health and I urge 
anyone who is aware of somebody doing it tough in 
our region to contact me to help to organise a visit.

We look forward to another great year in 2015 and I 
wish all the members of the Men of League a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.

TOWNSVILLE  
BY BARRY BUCHANAN, VICE PRESIDENT

It would be remiss of me not to have a Townsville 
report despite no recent major functions. However, we 
are still very active looking after members who need 
our support, little things do mean a lot.

I want to take this opportunity to thank Centrals Old 
Boys who answered our call to assist Brian and Pat 
Fitzsimmons take control of their flourishing palm 
trees. They were no match for the 20 workers, half a 
dozen chainsaws and two trucks that turned up. Well 
done Tigers!

It’s great news that Townsville, like Cairns and 
Mackay, will have a side in the Queensland Cup in 
2015. Members are urged to support the Blackhawks, 
especially when their home games are played at 
Brothers’ Jack Manski Oval. Although the Blackhawk 
helicopters are no longer based here, their name will 
live on through the State League which will give players 
from Bowen, Burdekin, Charters Towers, Townsville 
and Ingham a chance to further their playing careers or 
represent their district on a regular basis.

This year the NQ Cowboys celebrate 20 years playing 
in the national competition. Men of League Townsville 
extends its congratulations and thanks them for their 
support of our Kick Off Clubs and major events.
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MID NORTH COAST 
BY MARSHALL LOADSMAN, MEDIA OFFICER

Men of League Mid North Coast would like to thank 
all the legends who attended the gala dinner at 
the Taree Leagues and Sports Club recently. In a 
highly successful evening, the capacity crowd was 
entertained by Leo Toohey, Johnny Peard and also 
heard an address from Men of League NSW state 
manager Stuart Raper.

Our committee is extremely appreciative of all Men 
of League legends who take the time and courtesy 
to make themselves available for our functions and 
we sincerely trust they realise what their attendance 
means to us and our surrounding communities.

The auction on the night raised funds for two young 
local rugby league players who are undergoing 
intensive treatment. Jared Wynter, who is being 
treated for a rare form of cancer and Curtis Landers, 
who suffered spinal damage in a junior game in the 
local area earlier this season. 

In an inspiring postscript, both young men plan to 
study for their rugby league coaching accreditations so 
they can still play an active part in our game.

Our members have also attended the presentation of 
the tipping competition at Karingal Gardens Nursing 
Home and were delighted to receive a cheque for 
$2500 from Tuncurry Beach Bowling Club as part of 
their ClubGRANTS program. To Terry Green, CEO, 
and their parent club, St Johns Park Bowling Club, we 
extend sincere thanks. 

We also look forward to supporting the club with a gala 
bowls day next year. This will follow our annual golf 
day at Forster Golf Club in February or March.

CANBERRA MONARO 
BY NOEL BISSETT, PRESIDENT

On 10 October, our Goulburn members held their 
annual golf day at the Goulburn Golf Club in perfect 
weather conditions. This is the sixth year this event 
has been held and the day was a great success 
with over 80 players in attendance. Our NSW state 
manager Stuart Raper attended and addressed all at 
the after match get-together. It was most entertaining 
with quite a few former Goulburn players in attendance 
sparking off a lot of memories and tall stories. 
John Payne, Geoff Peterson and their helpers are 
congratulated for their hard work.

The Canberra Raiders kindly opened up the long 
room in the Mal Meninga Stand at GIO Stadium. Men 
of League members and guests enjoyed the Raiders 
v Tigers game on 30 August. Those who attended 
enjoyed the game in the comfort of a private box, 
complete with catering, complimentary VIP parking 
and a visit from several leading Raiders players on the 
injured list. It was a great afternoon and we hope it will 
be offered again in 2015. Once again we would like to 
thank the Canberra Raiders for their support.

Our committee has been busy organising our annual 
bowls and luncheon day to be held at the Forrest 
Bowling Club. We are looking at high attendance 
rates, including Stuart Raper and hopefully a few 
players from the Raiders. Many thanks to the Raiders 
commercial and marketing manager Jason Mathie for 
contributing prizes.

Our committee is planning 2015 functions which will 
include a golf day, formal dinner, bowls day and Kick 
Off Club events. The Canberra Monaro members wish 
all committees and their families the very best for a 
Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year.
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Eden’s Heemi Nukutarawhitti and Dave ‘Crockett’ Reardon contemplate 
bowling ‘the flipper ‘at the Far South Coast bowls day. Photo courtesy of 
Bega District News.

FAR NORTH QUEENSLAND 
BY KEV MAHER OAM, PUBLICITY OFFICER

It’s been a fairly busy time for Men of League with the 
visit of the Prime Minister’s XIII side while on their way 
to Papua New Guinea. Informal drinks and nibbles 
were held with the team and everyone was pleased to 
rub shoulders with Australian coach Tim Sheens and 
South Sydney legend Bob McCarthy.

The Rugby League Masters hosted an inaugural 
carnival in October at Jones Park and the turn out 
indicated there will be a bigger and better show next 
year. Congratulations to Peter Narducci and Warren 
Pitt on getting this event into the calendar.

Jones Park has had a major revamp and is one of 
the best facilities in the area with the main clubhouse 
being so aptly named after the legendary Jack Seary.

We were chuffed to see our home grown champion 
Lionel Williamson inducted as a Men of League 
honouree. There wouldn’t be a person in Far North 
Queensland who would argue with Lionel’s elevation to 
this level. His contribution to the game at all levels has 
been enormous and any recognition he gets is very 
well deserved.

FAR SOUTH COAST  
BY DAMIAN KENNEDY, SECRETARY

Things have been very busy on the Far South Coast. 
The Group 16 presentation night saw the continued 
partnership between the group and Men of League in 
the form of a combined dinner event. Neville Glover, 
an active member of Men of League, kindly travelled to 
Merimbula to be the guest speaker on the evening. His 
humour and stories were well received and numerous 
new friendships were made. Neville has already 
committed to bringing a team to the upcoming Men of 
League golf day.

The third annual golf day will be held at Eden Gardens 
Country Club on 18 January. Former Eden coach and 
Men of League NSW state manager Stuart Raper will 
be attending and will renew some old friendships. Con 
Zurcas from the Eden Motor Group has again offered 
his generous support of the event through a significant 
sponsorship.

Club Sapphire was again the venue for the annual 
bowls day. Nearly 50 bowlers participated in the day 
which was followed by the viewing of the Australia v 
England Test match in the club. It was one of the most 
enjoyable Men of League events of the year for the 
Far South Coast. Committee member Dave “Crockett” 
Reardon again ensured that all present had a great 
afternoon.

For the second year running our committee linked 
with the NRL to enter a team in the Bega Valley Relay 
for Life. A good number from the committee joined 
together to fundraise as well as complete laps in the 
annual Cancer Council event. This was a great way to 
show support for those undergoing cancer treatment 
and their carers and for Men of League to have a 
positive impact in the local community.

BUNDABERG 
BY TERRY DODD, PRESIDENT

Another successful year for our committee has gone 
by so fast. Our golf day in May was again a great 
fundraiser to start off 2014 and our only downfall was 
the number of teams. We need about four new teams, 
so if anyone would like to enter a team, just let a 
committee member know.

The Full Time Club meetings are still popular on 
Fridays. We will be having seven nights in 2015 so I 
urge members to come and join in as you never know 
who you might run into as well as enjoying great yarns 
and lots of lies told about years gone by.

The 2014 sportsmen’s dinner held at the Brothers Club 
in October was a huge night. MC Tony Durkin was 
great, guest speaker Wayne Bennett was as usual 
brilliant to listen to and Ben Ikin and Paul Kent (from 
Fox Sport 360) entertained the crowd of 300 guests 
with their segment. On behalf of the committee, we 
want to say, a big thankyou to all of the guys who put 
in their time and effort in making the night so enjoyable 
as well as the Brothers Sport Club for making the 
venue available to us.



MEN OF LEAGUE DECEMBER 201458

FRASER COAST 
COURTESY OF GRIFFITH THOMAS,  
FRASER COAST CHRONICLE

Rugby league fans got to dine with legends of the game 
as part of the Men of League Fraser Coast’s annual 
sportsman’s dinner at the Carriers Arms Hotel Motel.

The event was a hailed a massive success with former 
Queensland and Australian stars Mark Murray, Ross 
Strudwick and Greg Conescu keeping the crowd 
entertained as the guest speakers.

Former Queensland rugby league referees director 
Richard Johnston was MC, while Central Queensland 
NRL Bid CEO Denis Keeffe provided an update on 
where the bid was headed.

The highlight of the night was Gavin Ford who was 
given a new wheelchair to make his life easier. 
The Mundubbera footy fan has been confined to a 
wheelchair for the past 25 years after an on-field footy 
accident. 

Together with the support of the Men of League 
Foundation, Men of League Fraser Coast committee 
was thrilled to be able to raise the much-needed funds.

“The sportsman’s dinner was a huge success, with 
former league legend Mark ‘Muppet’ Murray making 
a guest speech and inspiring community support for 
the Foundation and worthy causes like Gavin,” Men of 
League Fraser Coast president Peter Stephensen said.

“Gavin was the lifeblood of the game throughout his 
playing career and despite his injury remains a great 
supporter and advocate for rugby league as well 
as for the Men of League Foundation’s work in the 
community.”

MELBOURNE 
BY PETER FOREMAN, PRESIDENT

Our committee has had a very busy time over recent 
months with the majority of our 2014 activation 
calendar falling in this period.

Three of our team (Peter Foreman, Greg Brentnall 
and Michael McDonald) attended the committee 
conference and found the experience of interacting 
with members from other committees very beneficial.

Our activation calendar included the annual Storm 
Day that coincided with the Storm past players’ 
reunion. We conducted a tin rattle outside the ground 
with assistance from the Storm S G Ball players who 
were again a great asset on the day. Our committee 
members also conducted raffles in the three corporate 
areas with great effect. Our sincere thanks go to 
the management of the Melbourne Storm for their 
continued support.

We also partnered with the Limerick Arms Hotel for the 
annual three State of Origin functions as well as the 
NRL grand final.

Our last function of the year was a very successful 
Four Nations-Spring Carnival get together targeting 
interstate visitors at the London Tavern Hotel on 
Sunday 2 November before the Australia v England 
Test match. Our vice-president Roy Masters was the 
MC and Craig Bellamy was our guest speaker. 

Our committee would also like to acknowledge the 
ongoing support of the Aces Sporting Club, which 
has graciously assisted us with revenue that we have 
been able to use to support people from within the 
Victorian rugby league community that are in need of 
assistance.

Gavin Ford receiving is new wheelchair at the Fraser Coast 
Sportsman’s Dinner.

Men of League and Melbourne Storm. L-R Greg Warren, Roy Masters, 
Peter Foreman, Jason Fiddes, Craig Bellamy and Darren Foreman



HELPING MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN THE RUGBY LEAGUE COMMUNITY 59

ILLAWARRA  
BY PETER FITZGERALD, PRESIDENT

Following a successful golf and lawn bowls day, our 
finals luncheon, the last fundraising event for 2014, 
was held during the preliminary final week of the NRL. 

Three hundred people crammed into Dapto Leagues 
Club for the sold out event which featured Australian 
coach Tim Sheens, NSW hero Laurie Daley and St 
George Illawarra coach Paul McGregor as guests. The 
entertaining MC for the evening was St George and 
Parramatta legend Steve Edge. 

A big thankyou to them for committing to the 
fundraiser.

On the local front of the Illawarra Coal League, the 
Thirroul Butchers beat the Helensburgh Tigers 18-16 
in an epic grand final at WIN Stadium. Thirroul captain-
coach Nathan Fien said it was the gutsiest win he had 
been involved in. 

As has been the case all year, the Butchers did it the 
hard way with a relentless second half assault from the 
Tigers and they clung to a two-point lead for the final 
28 minutes. 

Despite a weight of possession and field position 
being in their favour, Helensburgh couldn’t breach 
the Thirroul wall to land the killer blow in a loss which 
leaves the Tigers licking the wounds of a third grand 
final defeat in four years.

Our final function for the year was our Christmas Kick 
Off Club on 2 December and our annual meeting was 
held on 20 November before this report went to press.

We hope to see you at our functions in 2015.

NORTH WEST 
BY KEVIN ROBINSON, SECRETARY

On 11 October, the Tamworth sub-committee of Men of 
League North West held a gala dinner celebrating the 
inaugural North West Men of League Volunteer of the 
Year award. There were two recipients, Barry Ford and 
Cliff Hill who are both from the Narrabri sub-committee.

The event was held at the West Tamworth Leagues 
Club and was well supported by the West Entertainment 
Group. There were 93 Men of League members and 
guests in attendance. Whilst the numbers were a little 
disappointing, a great night was had by all.

Our guest speakers were an absolute cracker with 
our CEO Corene Strauss leading the entertainment 
with a great off the cuff address outlining her dreams 
for the future of Men of League. Corene had told me 
at the committee conference that if we held a dinner, 
she would make every effort to attend and, despite 
her busy schedule, she was able to catch the last 
plane to Tamworth to celebrate our night with us. Her 
commitment will not be forgotten. 

Our other two guests, Bob McCarthy and Mick Adams, 
were interviewed by our master of ceremonies David 
Gale and Ron Surtees, and had the audience in 
stitches with their stories including their time playing 
together at Canterbury. Thanks to our sponsors Lion 
and Treasury Wines. Many thanks also to the pub group 
for dinner vouchers (lucky door prizes), Equine Inn for 
accommodation for guests, Novotel Coffs Harbour a 
night for two in one of their spa rooms and Wests for all 
their support in making it one hell of a great night. 

We would also like to thank Nerissa Magee at Brilliant 
Logic, Kylie Ticehurst and Geoff Newling at the Northern 
Daily Leader for their help in promoting the event.
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NORTH COAST 
BY PETER BARRETT, PRESIDENT

Our committee has been very active with great 
attendance firstly at Coffs Harbour Golf Club and 
we are very fortunate for having our NSW state 
manager Stuart Raper in attendance to meet our local 
committee and sponsors and showing his love for golf. 

Next we had a sports luncheon at Park Beach Bowls 
Club in association with Business Development Now 
and Skybridge Financial. Our guest speaker was 
former NRL premiership winning player and coach and 
current Queensland State of Origin assistant coach, 
Michael Hagan, who is now and director of football 
at the Knights. Michael is also ambassador to Hunter 
Prostrate Cancer. 

On Sunday 9 November we were off to Sawtell 
Bowls Club and again the locals turned out to show 
their barefoot bowls ability but no one asked to 
play pennants. A great effort was put in by the club, 
committee man Ivan Wheeler and the support given by 
Richard Hinton from Carlton Brewery was valuable.

This leads to our biggest day of the year on 5 
December at Coffs Harbour Racing Club luncheon with 
a TAB Race Meeting. Guest speakers were Les Boyd, 
Michael Buettner, Michael Hagan and jockey Robert 
Thompson but unfortunately our very popular host 
Neil Pringle had been in hospital with heart problems. 
Everyone in the North Coast area wishes him a speedy 
recovery as he is held in high esteem in our area.

SUNSHINE COAST  
BY TONY DURKIN, PUBLICITY OFFICER

Melbourne Storm coach, Craig Bellamy, will be a 
guest at the annual Christmas luncheon being held 
at Mooloolaba Surf Club on 11 December and former 
Channel Nine Sports presenter, Steve Haddan, will 
provide the comedy.

Apart from his standing as one of the most successful 
coaches of the modern game, Bellamy now has a 
vested interest in the Sunshine Coast scene with the 
Storm recently forming an alliance with the Sunshine 
Coast Falcons, who play in the Queensland Intrust 
Super Cup.

A capacity crowd of 200 are expected to attend the 
seventh annual luncheon, generously sponsored by 
XXXX Lion, Mooloolaba Surf Club and Angove Family 
Wines.

WESTERN REGION 
BY GEOFF MANN, MEDIA OFFICER

“There are three things I am unashamedly passionate 
about – my mum and dad and family, Men of League 
and coming home to Dubbo.” We can’t argue with that 
quote from Mark Soden who played the round with his 
dad, Ron in the western region committee’s golf day.

The former North Sydney Bear’s emotional speech 
echoed the words of Isaah Yeo, the 19-year-old 
Penrith Panther who honed his skills at St Johns and 
with CYMS Fishies. Both credit their success to the 
encouragement and support of their hometown friends 
and extended families.

These impressive young men – one in post-career 
business mode and the other studying to be a teacher 
- captivated the crowd with their reflections on rugby 
league.

Men of League NSW state manager Stuart Raper 
outlined the work of the Foundation and in doing so he 
expressed his gratitude for the unbelievable spirit of 
the game so visible in the bush.

The major trophy was won by local legends Terry 
Fahey and Ronny Gibbs, Terry’s son-in-law Alex 
Saloume and Mitch Ipkendanz are from Sainsbury’s 
which was one of the sponsors of the day.

Once again the biggest support came from Dubbo 
golf professional Craig Mears and former Macquarie 
second-rower Brett Harvey – of BH Design and 
Construction – who are off to the SFS and a fully 
catered box thanks to Brad Fittler, Brian Canavan and 
the Sydney Roosters.

St George supporters were in good numbers when 
Club Dubbo president Glen Morrison played host to 
legendary wingers Eddie Lumsden and Johnny King in 
July.

Lumsden, who played 25 Tests from 1959-63 and in 
nine winning grand final teams for the champion St 
George during their 11-straight titles run, grew up in 
the Hunter Valley coal-mining town of Kurri Kurri while 
Kingy (15 Tests 1966-70) is a Gilgandra boy who 
travelled to Gulgong and Gulargambone with his father 
who coached local teams in the old Group 14. He told 
the audience he actually played beside his father Cec, 
at St George.

“I was only 16 and dad was in his last season in grade. It 
is still unique to have a son and father in the same team 
in the strongest rugby league competition in the world.”
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NORTHERN SYDNEY 
BY DENIS BENDALL, SECRETARY

With the finals approaching and rugby league tragics 
wanting insights into what happens when the ‘big 
boppers’ or those who play in the ‘engine room’ come 
together in a grand final, it was decided to highlight the 
anniversary of the 1973 grand final between Manly and 
Cronulla. What better way than to bring Cliff Watson, 
Graeme Bowen, Fred Jones and Bill Hamilton together 
again to reminisce about that day on 20 September, 
over 40 years ago. 

Overlooking Collaroy Beach, and served with pork 
knuckles and beef cheeks, we were fortunate enough 
to be regaled with some feisty banter between men 
who, although weathered with age and hard knocks, 
can still hold the attention of a sell-out crowd. MC 
Johnny Gibbs gave an insight that very few have heard 
before.

Interspersed throughout the afternoon, Gibbsy, with his 
roving microphone, quizzed Noel Kelly, Bob McCarthy 
and John Gray. It was also pleasing to have Men of 
League welfare and education manager Ben Ross and 
NRL manager and player relations officer Mick Crocker 
speaking on their roles. 

A further highlight was Black Dog Institute ambassador 
Wayne Wigham speaking on the importance of being 
available to your friends and colleagues when you 
may think they are struggling with issues that may be 
affecting their lives.

The afternoon typified the mateship and camaraderie 
that sports lovers have and this made the day a huge 
success. Many thanks must go to the Foundation’s 
Jason Turik who worked tirelessly before, during and 
after the function and also to our committee members, 
especially Neil McDowell, (who never missed a high 
ball) for their assistance.

Two weeks earlier on 28 November, a capacity field 
of 144 played the final annual Sunshine Coast Men of 
League golf day at Maroochydore’s Horton Park. 

Resumed by Sunshine Coast Regional Council for the 
upcoming development of Maroochydore City Centre, 
the Horton Park course will be relocated north of 
Maroochydore in 2015 and renamed Maroochy River 
Golf Club. Five of the seven Men of League Sunshine 
Coast golf events have been staged at Horton Park.

Guest speakers for the first two Sunshine Coast 
Kick-Off Club events in 2015 have been announced 
and they are certain to be drawcards. Iconic fourth-
generation Australian showman Fred Brophy, who 
operated his boxing tent at regional agricultural shows 
for decades, will attend the 12 February event, while 
Rabbitohs CEO Shane Richardson has accepted an 
invitation to speak at the function on 9 April.

Sunshine Coast Kick-Off Clubs are held at Mooloolaba 
Surf Club on the second Thursday of every second 
month from 5pm to 7pm.

Bill Hamilton, Cliff Watson, Fred Jones and Graeme Bowen

TWEED DISTRICT  
BY GRAHAM CALLAGHAN

Everyone at the fifth annual Men of League Tweed 
District mixed bowls day at the historic Coolangatta 
Club was a winner with president John Strong saying it 
was perhaps their best bowls day.

“We were strongly supported by our local business 
houses with prizes and with the great roll up of men 
and women bowlers and enormous Tweed weather the 
day had to be a success,” said Strong. “We filled the 
greens that were available and had 54 good and not 
so good bowlers doing their best. It is encouraging to 
see the enormous support with our bowls day seeming 
to grow in popularity each year.”

Strong said the next club function would be the 
Christmas party at the Coolangatta Sands Hotel on 
Sunday, 14 December with Santa Claus making a 
special appearance in his old football jumper.

Mick Ryan, Greg Cox and Graham Eadie coming off the green
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RIVERINA 
BY IAN LLOYD, SECRETARY

It’s been a very busy couple of months for our 
committee. In September, we conducted our Group 
9 grand final prelude bowls day at the Rules Club 
Wagga Wagga. This was well supported by local Men 
of League members and bowling club members. 

In October, we once again held our Caulfield Cup race 
day at the Murrumbidgee Turf Club in Wagga. This 
was a Men of League event for local league identity 
Steven Cook who has played and is an administrator 
of the Wagga Brothers. Steve is suffering from cancer 
and it was great to see so many local members coming 
together on the day. There was a seven race program 
with local sponsors taking care of naming rights. 

A total of $8000 was raised and a further $5000 was 
raised through online contributions. All monies will 
go to Steve and his family to assist in the payment of 
forthcoming bills. Our special guest was NSW state 
manager Stuart Raper who enjoyed his first trip to 
Wagga and caught up with many of our local members.

It has been another successful year for the Riverina 
committee and I would like to thank my fellow 
executives Dave Mulrooney and Tom Looney as well 
as our hard working committee for their valuable help. I 
would also like to thank those members who supported 
our fundraisers throughout the year plus all our valued 
sponsors and our new members that have signed up.

SOUTHERN SYDNEY 
BY TERRY HUGHES, PRESIDENT

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our 
regular members who attended and made the Bomber 
Peard fundraiser an outstanding success. Thanks also 
to the committee members who gave up their time to 
help out on the night.

Another successful Kick Off Club function took 
place at JD’s on Friday, 24 October, with over 60 
attendees who enjoyed a relaxing afternoon in the 
new surroundings provided to them by the recent 
renovations. Our thanks again go to the staff for 
providing us with a relaxed and friendly atmosphere to 
enjoy the afternoon, where Bomber was our guest. As 
this was Bomber’s last official engagement prior to his 
visit to America, all in attendance took the opportunity 
to express our hopes for an enjoyable and successful 
visit. We have made only one stipulation about Jack’s 
visit, and that is that the Yanks are not allowed to 
interfere with his ‘funny bone’.

A planning meeting was held on 5 November to plan 
next year’s activities which was very positive, with a 
draft plan of proposed activities agreed. Details of our 
planned activities will be provided on the website and 
by email as soon as we confirm venues and dates. 

As this is our last article for the year I would like 
to thank our members and our sponsors for their 
continued support and attendance at our functions 
and wish you all a prosperous Christmas and a 
Happy New Year.

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
BY JAMES SULLIVAN, PRESIDENT

Men of League Western Australia were invited to take 
part in the West Australian Rugby League (WARL) 
past players’ reunion day and our own Matt ‘Sheep’ 
Fuller was guest speaker to a good crowd of more 
than 150 people.

It was a great day with lots of good cheers. The crowd 
witnessed two new members inducted into the WARL 
Hall of Fame, Peter Cummins from the Fremantle club 
and Mark Williams from North Beach.

We took the opportunity to use the event to increase 
awareness in the role of the Men of League 
Foundation and picked up a few new members. It also 
presented an opportunity to run a raffle and do a little 
fundraising on the day.

GYMPIE  
COURTESY OF THE GYMPIE TIMES

Almost 40 players turned out at the Albert Bowls Club 
on Saturday for a day of barefoot bowls as part of the 
Men of League’s ongoing fundraising efforts.

Around $1000 was raised for the Edmunds family, 
following the passing of their husband and father, 
Mitch, to cancer. “It was great to see the turnout 
on Saturday, especially considering there was a lot 
happening on the weekend,” Gympie president Ross 
Groundwater said.

Men of League Cup presentation. Recipient of our fundraising day Steven 
Cook (fourth from left) with Stuart Raper (third from right) and Riverina 
committee secretary Ian Lloyd (second from right).
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